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AN 

ESSAY 

on 

PVBLI-C HAPPINESS, 

SECTION III. 

Confiderations on the hot of Humanity 
amongfl the modern Nations, 

CHAP, I, 
On the féodal government* 

JtxAD there been no connexion betweeft 
the happinefs of mankind and their legifla- 
tion ; had thofe rude covenants which fup- 
plied the place of laws amongft the barba- 
rous nations, periflied with their manners 
and their cuftoms, it were, undoubtedly, 
Vol, IL B an 



* AN ESSAY ON 

aft ufelets talk to make the lead enquiry into 
the ftate of thofe earlier times, which may 
be confidered as the cradle of our modern 

r 

dynafties : but we mud recoiled, that it hath 
been already obierved that, to form a juft idea 
of the crue principles which conftitutc the bafis 
of governments, or rather, of the fpirit which 
animates them, we mud examine attentively 
the circumftances under which thefc govern- 
ments have been eftablifhed. And what 
people have preferred, nrore than ourfelveé, 
the traces of our origin ? if the French, as 
they are returning from the reprelentation of 
the tragedies of Andftfntaclie, Or Merope, 
Jhould imagine themfelves to be the rivals of 
die Greeks, they need only enter into the 
houfe of the next notary, and perufe the firft 
deed, the firft inftrument of fale, which may 
fall into their hands, to be convinced, from 
the mention of the words fief, lord paramount] 
and vaffaiage, that they are but the heirs of 
the Goths or Lombard*. Some young ftudents 
from the academy, or, perhaps, even from 
the philofophical fchools, are going to beftow 
all the enthufiafm of applaufe on an aétor, 
whom the public feem to idolize : one might 
fuppofe the theatre to be filled with the ci* 

tizens 
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tizens of Athens : in the violence of his 
tranfports, a fpeftator bruifes the arm of his 
next neighbour : they quarrel, retire, and are 
killed in a duel. Here, then, areourGrafo 
converted into Sicambrians, or Scandinavians* 
Examine our laws, obferve our cuftoms, and 
fee how continually prejudice and reafon, 
politenefs and batbarity are blended together. 
We refemble thofe formidable animals, whom 
it is neceflary to -render tame, and whom we 
behold with more furprize than pleafure : even 
at the fight of their mod innocent fports, our 
impreflions of terror do not entirely fubfide, 
and, to be affected with their gentlenefs, wè 
ttiuft think on their natural ferocity. Be this 
as it will, let us not turn away from thofe 
difagreeable objedts, which are going to pre- 
fent themfelves to our view. It is of little 
<onfequence what we have been, provided ' 
there be no reafon to blu(h for what we are. 
Is it not much better to have occafion to do* 
plore, than to regret the pad times ? and to 
Whatlbever ftage of our journey we may have 
arrived, is not the traveller, who advances 
(lowly, more certain of acromplifhing hi* 
defign, than he who turns backward ? may 
tour obfervations, then, fat from becoming 
Bz the 
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the fources of difcouragement, prove apolo- 
gies for the prefent age, by explaining the 
reafon why it hath not made a greater pro- 
grefs. May we convince thofe unfortunate 
readers, who doubt whether a good govern- 
ment, or an happy fociety can exift, that all 
the focieties and all the governments which 
they have in view, are eftablifhed on the 
principles, and drawn from the manners of 
thofe barbarous nations, whom we fo juftly 
deem the pefts of humanity. With fuch 
materials, was it poflible to raife the mod 
beautiful, and the mod regular of all edifices ? 
and who can efface the firft given impre£ 
fiions? The Spartans were abfolute favages 
to the Ilot<e\ and the affrighted world ftill 
felt the robbers under Romulus^ amidft the 
deftroyers of Carthage and Numantia* 

Much hath been advanced concerning le. 
giflations •, and political eftablifhments enjoy 
their (hare of approbation 5 yet men in ge- 
neral find no law, but in example, no rule, 
but in cuftom. Now, what people fhall fet 
thefe examples, what people fhall form thefe 
cuftoms, unlefs it be they who are too igno- 
rant to have any knowledge of proper mo- 
dels, and too favage to comply with their 

ufagc ? 
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ufage? fee us not, therefore, be apprehen- 
five of directing our fearch towards a period 
too remote, if we wiih to acquire fome idea 
of thofe powerful, nations, who, dividing 
amongft each other the wtftern part of this 
little quarter of the globe, called Europe, 
are, to the eye of philofophy and reafon, 
the whole world. 

Of the French^ Englijk, Spaniards, and even 
the Germans ', the origin is the fame ; for it is 
of little confequence, whether we are de- 
fended from the Skambrians^ or the Brufleri, 
from the Scandinavians, or the Vandals \ 
we arc all equally the pofterity of thofe bar- 
barous people, who have ravaged the earth. 
Here are no indigenous nations. Our an- 
ceftors have all conquered the country which 
we inhabit, or, at leaftyif the vanquifhedor 
fubmitting nations continued to be the fources 
of a future race, they, notwithftanding, yield- 
ed up their rights, their cuftoms, and even 
their names to the conquerors. Now, this 
fingle difference in the formation of empires 
is, as it were, the perpetual eftabliftiment 
. of all thofe differences, which fubfift at pre- 
sent between our laws and the laws of the 
ancients; 

B % The 
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The hiftory of the world doth not af*- 
pear to have prefented us with more than two 
grand epochs, two very diftinguilhed genera- 
tions of the human fpecies ; the propagation 
-of one generation arofe from their profecu- 
tions of tillage, and from thofe emigrations 
v^hich are the confluences of a fimpte and 
natural multiplication : it was thus that the 
Pbenicians peopled Europe and Africa: the 
other generation, iffuing forth in arms, and, 
as it were, by enchantment, from the bofom 
of the ice, and the receflès of the defart, ap- 
proached to devour the labours of the former 
.generation, like thofe fwarms of loeufts, which, 
whilft none can tell from whence they come» 
confume, in. one night,' the fubftftance of a. 
whole people. The firft race refembled a. 
beneficial river, the progreffive inundations 
of which fertilize even the rnoft diftant lands» 
The laft race may be compared to a. torrent, 
which fwelling in a night, breaks over every 
bank, and dafhes down each obftacle to itl 
pafiage. It is evident that the former race, 
wife and bountiful in their principles, were 
foon corrupted by fuccefs. .... Nature, as 
yet young, and glowing with fecundity» was 
too impatient to fatisfy the follicitations of 

man- 
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mankind. Situated, I know not how, in 
thofe places, the moft convenient to their 
fpecies, they inhabited only the gardens of 
the earth. No violences lefe than defpotifm, 
ambition, civil war, and all thofe too hafty 
fruits, produced by our unfolding pafflons, 
eould have forced them tofeek out an afylum 
amidft the burning fands, or on the frozen 
mountains. Is it not reasonable ta fuppofe^ 
chat every nation, inhabiting a rigorous cli* 
mate, is originally a profcribed people, a race 
of fugitives ? if the palm tree be obferved 
to vegetate with difficulty, in thofe countries 
which are fhaded by thç. fturdy oaks, of if 
fome weak and ft un ted oaks appear amongft 
the palm trees, fay that they are the whim- 
ileal productions of art, and introduced to 
gratify the euriofity of the planter. Perhaps 
had nature alone been, oonfulted, the fir 
would have rilen in Sweden, the oak in Ger* 
many, the pine apple at Saint Doming*, and 
men in JJa. Perhaps too, the human kind 
can accommodate themfelves to different tem- 
peratures, and only become more beautiful 
and more ftrong, in thofe climates whicK 
agree with them the beft : for, on this fub* 
jett, as well as on fuch a number of other 
B 4 fut> 
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iubjeâs, what is actually known ? what can 
be afierted? it is, however, fofficieat ta ob» 
ferve, that, in the firft age of the world, the 
eftablUhments of people were formed by 
«migrations, and by colonies -, and in the fé- 
cond age, by invafions and by conqucfts : 
from hence arifç two principles of govern-* , 
meat» abfohjtely opppfite to each other : and 
.from hence, alfo, proceeds the entirely new 
organization of political focietics ; not unlike 
to thofe organizations which the philofophers 
attribute to the uoivcrfe, where pne part is 
a&ivc, and the other part is paffive ; where 
one ,pact gives, and the otter part receive* 
the form. Nwus ntum nafci&r wdo. 

But this new gpyerçmeat, this legiflation 
of the barbarous nations, bath not been long 
more known, to us, than their origin s and 
yçt what volumes, have been written on this 
fvibjeét ! all had been read, all examined, all 
rçftored, all cleared .up: the«dufty treafures 
of the cloifter had been rummaged firom 
end tp end : evçry chronicle, and every chart 
had contributed its. {bare of information * 
whea Montjfquieu appeared, and threw new 
light upon the qiatter ; and Montefquieu him*» 
felf hath beça fuccefsfvilly refund- It is» 

per* 
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perhaps, becaufe thefe authors have never 
given fufficient extent to their obfervations : 
like the aftronomers, before the difcovery of 
Volondus, they made ufe of glafies, which 
could not carry the eye to a neceflary dtftance. 
Many writers have confidered only the froda! 
government ; and in this examination, Cbarle- 
tnagne and the French alone were included. 
Others, bellowing all their attention on the 
firft conquerors of the Gauls ^ pretend to have 
difcovered, in an army of the Sicambrians y 
the prototype of all modern governments. 
Others, perceiving the traces of the féodal 
fyftem, in almoft every law, which hath de- 
fended tous, confound the different epochs, 
mid would perfuade us, that the fyftem which 
exifted at the acceffion of Hugh Capet, was 
as ancient as the monarchy, as if barbarians 
could have been civilians, and as if every 
Written' law. were not, for that very reafon, 
& modern law.(<?J The reft, more exaft in 

their 

« ■■ ■ J. » i i' » l ■ mu m> h i . ■ , »■■■ i n | i 

(a) There are fome laws which were written prior 
to the reign of Charlemagne ; but it is to him that we 
©we the digeftion an4 amplification of thefe very 
laws. The author of « Variations de la monarchie 
Francoife," Mr. Gautier de Sibert, of Auxerre, in 
Bargun^, obferves, that in the new collection of Salic 
Jaws, {his prince augmented the price of comportions. 
See vol, 2. p« 54, 
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their enquiries, have imagined that thejp 
found the end of the clue, and reached the 
origin of the féodal government. 

As it is impofiible to pronounce the name* 
of Boulainvilliersy T>ubo$ y MûMefquieu, and 
Mably>(b) without paying the greateft refpeft 

to 

-- 

(b) It is- only to a very inconfiderable number of 
readers, that any mention of tbefe illuftrious-chara&erl 
in the French republic of letters can be neceflary : but 
as in the preceding volume fome flight particulars have 
been given of their countrymen*. I flatter myfelf that 
this note-will not be deemed altogether inexcufable. 

The Count de Boulaiwillitrsy after a finifhed educa- 
tion, paiTed the earlier part of his life in the army» 
and quitting it» to adjuft the confufion of his family 
affairs, he indulged every opportunity of mixing with 
an attention to private concerns, a clofe application t* 
the iiudy of hiftory. Voltaire imagines that he m oft 
have excelled all others, on this fubjeft, if he had not 
been too fyftematical. His account of the ancient par- 
liaments of Paris is tranflated by Mr. Form an, and waa 
printed in 1730, in two o&avo volumes» An author^ 
who declared the féodal . government to be the matter* 
piece of human inflitutions, had reafon to expeft oppo- 
nents» The p.refident Heaault and Monttfquie* entirely 
xejett his opinion, relative to the beginning of the 
French monarchy. Such polite writers could differ 
from him, without incivility ; but Beulainvilliers hath 
been attacked by thofe who thought the mildnefs and 
the xeal of cbriftianity were not to be united. His, 
•* life of Mahomet," a pofthumous Work, ancfleftun- 

fini(hco\ 
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to their penetration and learning;, I fhould 
not have hazarded any obfervations, unlefe 
_tl>efe writers had afforded, by their difagree-. 
ment in opinions, proofs thajt they were liable 

to 

£ni(hed at his death, excited fo unfavourable an idea 
of his religious principles,' that his memory hath been 
blackened with imputations which, probably, he did 
hot merit. 

When Torçy, one of the greateft mî ni Hers of the court, 
of France, prefided over the department for foreign 
affairs, he considered Abbe Dubos as a ncceiTary acqui- 
ittion, and employed him in different, tranfa&ions of im- 
portance, in Germany, Italy, Holland and England. 
By his conduit, during the treaty of Utrecht, he gain- 
ed the character of an able negociator. The variety 
and extent of his talenis, as a writer, arevifible in hi» 
Works, which, with all their errors, afford a folid tefti- 
mony of deep learning and refined tafie. The author 
of the age of Lewis the Fourteenth hath, not withont 
reafon, commended the " Reflections on Poetry and 
Painting," a performance in which Dubos amply, atonct 
fbr fome few miftakes, by the diverfity, the novelty, 
and the weight of his remarks. Order and precîûon 
are often wanting ; yet the writer not only thinks him- 
itîî 9 but makes his readers think. It was folely from 
what he had feen, and meditated on, that fuch excel- 
lent materials were raifed into a pleafing ftrufture, by 
one ignorant of mufic, unable to make a verfe, and at 
no period of his life, in pofleffion of a piclure. In his 
44 hiftory of four emperors of the name of Gordia- 
nus, proved and ijluftrated, by medals," he fupports 
bis opinion, in.oppofition to the generally received no- 
tion. 
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to err,, and that even, their erudition was not 

equal to the inveftigation of the truth. As 

an examination into every circumftance, by 

which the happiaefs of mankind hath been 

affefted, 
." ' ■ i . » — ^— > 

tion, that there were three emperors, with much erudi- 
tion, and more modefty. The work, to which the Che- 
valier alludes, is entitled, " hiftoire critique de l'éta- 
bli flement de la monarchie Francoife dans les Gaules.'* 
It hath been obferved, that if the fyftera introduced by 
Abbé Pubos, had been raifed on a fu bilan tial founda- 
tion, he need not have written three periihable volumes* 
in its defence. Perhaps, fome juftice may be mixed 
with the feverity of this criticifm ; yet it muil be con-*. 
fçffedy that he hath removed many obfiajçles. to the in-, 
veftigation of the origin of the French. He is of opi r 
nion, that the Gauls invited the Franks to govern them* 
and makes Clovis, w]io, in, the judgment of the moft. 
celebrated authors, was the reverfe of fuch a character* 
more a politician, than a conqueror. Be fid es other 
works, Dubos publifhed, in 1704/ a tract, entitled,. 
" Les intérêts de l'Angleterre mal entendus dans la. 
guerre prefente," in his account of which, Abbé Len-*. 
glet is probably not miilaken, when he mentions it* as, 
being very favourably received in France» but making : 
no impreffion on the Englifh. 

Abbé de Mably, the elegant and learned author of 
" Confiderations fur le Grèce ;" "Droit publique de 
PEuropes" " Principes des négociations;" " Obferva- 
tions fur Phiftoire de France ;" " Entretiens de Pho* 
cions;" &c. is, if I miftake not, flill living; but s 
Montefquieu is dead ; and if, in the picture of this. 

illuftriou£ 
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affe&ed, is the objeft of this work, there 
aiuft be a particular propriety in remarking 
what was the general fpirit, which a&uated 
the barbarians, who invaded our weftern 
countries. 

We 

illuftrious friend of man, the reader (htmld perceive the 
glowing pencil of the earl of Chefterfield, penetrated 
with veneration and concern, he will deem it a more 
than national misfortune, that the lives of Stanhope, 
and his favorite, were not as durable as is their reputa- 
tion. The following is the paragraph, which the noble 
lord traufed to be inferted, in the public papers of 
February 1755. "On the tenth of jhis month, died 
at Paris, univerfally. and fincerely regretted, Charles 
Secondât, baron of Montefquieu, and prefident a Mor- 
tier of the parliament of Bourdeaux. His virtues did 
honour to human nature, his writings, juflice. A 
friend to mankind, he averted their undoubted, and 
unalienable rights with freedom, even in his own coun- 
try, whofe prejudice, in matters of religion and go* 
vernment, he had long lamented» and endeavoured, 
not without fome fuccefs, to remove. He well knew, 
and juftly admired the happy conftitution of this coun- 
try, where fixed and known laws equally reftrain mo- 
narchy from tyranny; and liberty from licentioufnefs. 
His Works will illuftrate his name, and furvive him, 
as long as right reafon, moral obligation, and the true 
Spirit of Laws (hall be underftood, refpe&ed and main- 
tained." To (he few, who are unacquainted with the 

particulars of the life of Montefquieu, an account, trans- 
lated from the French of the celebrated Mr. d'Alembert, 

and 
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We cannot refufe our affent to thofc folia 
authorities, by which Abbé de Mably thinks 
fcimfelf juftified in founding the féodal go- 
vernment* firft> on the alienation for life of 

be- 

and inferted in the fir ft volume of the Annual Regifler* 
and the eighth volume of the Biographical Di&iônary» 
will furniw them with much entertaining information* 
1 fhatt therefore conclude this note, with fuch anecdotes, 
as have no place» in either of thefe compilations. Dur* 
ing the fatal illnefa of Montefquieu, he was waited on» 
In confequence of an order from the king, by the duke 
de Nivernois : at this interview» the topic» perhaps» 
alfo by command» was religion. " I have always (faid 
the baron) refpe&ed chriftianity, and thought the mo- 
rality of the gofpel the nobleft gift which the Supreme 
Being could have bellowed on man." When Father 
Routh, an Irifh Jefuit, and his confeflbr, pre/Ted him 
to deliver up the corrections, which he had made for 
the Perfian letters» Montefquieu gave the manufcript to 
the duchefs d'Aguillon» and, defiring her to con fuit 
his well-wifhers on the propriety of its publication» 
added ; " I will facrifice every thing to reafon, and to 
religion» but nothing to the jefuits." This illuflrious 
woman» who fcarcely ever left her dying friend^ may 
claim the honour of having preferred his writings. One 
day, when foe had retired to dinner» Routh» after dif«-~ 
miffing the fecretaty, who was the only peribh remain* 
ing in the room, locked the door. The duchefs, an* 
expeftedly, returning, and hearing the baron fpeak with 
great emotion, infilled on being admitted. As (he up- 
braided Routh with the barbarity of tormenting one ia 

his 
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benefices, or royal domains, made at the 
treaty of Andeli, and confirmed by the coun- 
cil of Paris, in 615, at the coronation of 
Clotairc the fécond : fecondly, on the fervice 

which 

his laft moments, Montefquieu complained that lie 
would have forced from him the key of his fcrutore, in 
order to obtain his papers. Routh pleaded» in his de- 
fence, obedience to the will of his fuperiors. He was 
difmifled, without having executed his purposes. This 
was the Jefuit, who, after the deceafe of Montefquieu, 
published a pretended letter, in which that injured 
writer is made to declare, " that it was a tafte for no* 
velty, and Angularity ; a deiire to be efteemed a genius, 
fuperior to all common prejudices, all vulgar rules ; 
an inclination to catch at the applaufe of thoie, who 
could direét the tide of popular efteem, and who never 
beftow their praife fo freely, as when they feem autho- 
rised in throwing off the yoke of dépendance and con- 
straint, which occafioned him to take arms again ft re- 
ligion." In the library of Mr. de Secondât, the wor- 
thy fon of this great man, are fix quarto manufcript 
volumes, entitled, Materials for the Spirit of Laws ; 
Arfaces, a political and moral romance ; and fome fcraps 
of the hiilory of Theodoric, king of the Oflrogoths. 
But the public muft be deprived of thefe fragments, and 
of the hiftory of Lewis the eleventh, all of which Mon* 
tefquieu threw into the fire, by miftake, imagining 
them to be the foul copies ; and thefe, his Secretary had 
burned before. In 1758, Mr. de Leyre publifhed " the 
Genius of Montefquieu/ 9 a judicious extrait from the 
line Sentiments, which enrich his works. Here, as the 
àbriclger elegantly obferves, are only links, difunited 
from a long chain ; but they are links of gold. K. 
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which Charles Martel thought proper to e£* 
ad from the poffeffors of benefices* the 
which fervice became, in procefs of time* 
one of the tenures* whereby fuch benefices 
were holden t and thefe difpofittons were fol- 
lowed, and amended by Pepin, and by Charle^ 
magne. Thirdly» on the fucceflion of be- 
nefices, extorted from Charles the Bald -, and 
laftly, on the ufurpation of earldoms, and , 
feignories* which was approved by Hugh 
Capet, and his fucceflbrs. But did this féo- 
dal fyftem take place amongft all other peo* 
pie befides the Franks ? Did not the feeds of 
this government exift, according to an ex- 
preffion of the fchools, in potentta* amidfl: 
the firft eftablifhment of thefe barbarians? 
it feems neceffary that this point fhould be 
examined.(^ 

Every 

(c) If the distributions of lands, granted by Con» 
Cantine, and his fuccefTors, to the troops appointed to 
guard the frontiers of the empire» eftablifhed a kind of 
beneficiary, and conditional pofleffion ; if other troops, 
quartered within the more interior garrifons, in like 
manner, received a diviiion of lands ; if the armies of 
the barbarians, when they became the allies of the 
empire, undertook to defend it, on the fame condi- 
tion? ; if an agreflic foldiery formed a new order of 

armed 
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Every author whom I have cited hath not 
forgotten to go back as far as Tacitus, in 
order to fettle his opinion of the conquerors 
xxf the Gauls*, but befides that Tacitus is fut 
peeled of having fomewhat embellilhed his 
fubjedt, and fo painted the manners of the 

Vol* IL C Germans* 

jammed poflèfîbrs, under the tide of Ripuarii, Loti, -and 
Smionarii; if the different loffes of the territories of 
the empire, by degrees difplaced its limits, and changed 
into frontiers, the greater part of Gaul} if the laft 
conquerors, the Franks, for inflance, did nothing but 
iupply the place of this foldiery, whom they had driven 
out; if, finding the divifions all made, and a /*///*>*- 
fnilitdry order quite fettled, they were contented to add 
to thefe, thejr ancient tuftoms, that is to fay, if tfyeir 
■kings had kept up that kind of military court, that fe- 
le&ion (the fpurce of which may be traced in the man- 
ners of the Germans) of men, attached to their fer* 
vice, Ailed Leudes, Fidèles, Antruftiones ; in ftiort, if 
this barbarous nation retained all their lingular ideas of 
a perfonal vaffalage, a vaiTalage independent of pro- 
perdes, may one not expeft an ingenious, well . con- 
nected, and extenfive fyilem, touching the féodal law ? 
yet this will not be the fyftem of Montefquiev, of Btw 
lainvilliers, of M ably, or yen of Dubos, who makes 
the neareft approaches to it. It will be the fyfleni of 
the author of les Origines,* and let me prevail upon the 

reader 

* The author of" $es Origines, 1 " is the Chevalier de Buat* 
the French plenipo'entiary at Drefden, and late miniflçr at 
Ratijhon, 



,i8 ANESSAYON 

Germans, that they might prove a fatire on 
the manners of the Romans, it may be doubt- 
ed whether he could .have been equally well 
acquainted with the government of fo many 
-different people, who inhabited the forefts of 
Germany. (d) It is moreover evident that the 
nations which invaded Italy, Spain, and Bri- 
tain, came from a much greater diftance; 
and with regard to the real origin of our an- 
ceftors, we know nothing. What then is the 
point neceflary to be examined ? it is, whether 
amongft all thefe people, there hath not been 
fome mark of refemblance * whether, in their 
conquefts, they did not adopt a fimilarity of 
conduft; whether it doth not appear that 

their 

. ii n > i i ii ii ■ » i ■ ■» i iii i ,.i 

reader to examine it, in the fourth, and following book 
of his learned work. He will alfo find the fame plan, 
in the memoir of Abbé Gamier, concerning the origin 
of the French monarchy, with only this difference, 
that the able academician leans rather more to the Ro- 
man origin 5 fo that were his pofition granted, the Franks 
might be faid to have fallen on the Gauls, as drops of 
rain fall on a piece of waty : they, for a moment dif- 
turb its furface, but quickly become identical with the 
whole body. 

(d) Abbé du Bos hath fatisfa&orily proved that the 
form of government was not the fame amongil all the 
tribes which compofed the Germanic nation. See HifL 
crit. de la monarch. Franc* 
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their eftabliftiments arofe on the fame prin- 
ciples* and contaihed in faâ fome rudiment; 
of the féodal fyftem» 

Amidft an armed multitude, fome order* 
fame arrangement is requifite* It hath a 
king* chiefs,, and officers ; in fhort, it is an 
army. This army takes pofitflion of a coun* 
try* in which they mean to fettle* They im* 
piediately fix thémfelves in the mod con? 
venient territories, and without making any 
divifion, or intending that the vanqui(he4 
fhould enjoy acompenfation, by allotments,^ 
they feiz^ on the domains which are neareft 
wiçhin their re^ch j and to this are they im^ 
pelled by the natural reflexion that invafum 
fpreads terror all around, and drives away 
thp people. The priibners of this war be* 
comç flaves, and are compelled to labour \ 
(laves are alfo found on the eftates and fapma 
of the conquered ; and thefe are employed 
€ 2 for 



(e) It appears that the Goths included the Romans 
in a divifion of lands, in confequence of which, thefe 
la(l enjoyed a third ftare, the Goths referring the. 
other t\yo (hares for themfelves : this is evident frorn 
the eighth, ninth, and fixt6cnth titles of the tenth boofc 
çf the code of the Vifigoths. 
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for the benefit of the conquerors; (f) thus,' 
to borrow the language of a common pro- 
verb, they live from hand to mouthy always in 
arms, always ready to aflemble together, at 
the firft fignal. But as their moments of 
tranquility acquire a longer duration, they 
begin to arrange, and to fettle themfelves ; 
their domeftic concerns become more inte- 
rfiling, and, left they fhould be .too frequent- 
ly removed from the poffibility of attending 
to them, they agree to meet only once of 

twice 



(j) The author of " letters on nobility" imagines 
that the origin or fcrvitude amongft the Gauls, may be 
traced farther back than the conqueft of the Franks. 
To illuftrate this fubjeft, he quotes a paflage from the 
commentaries of Caefar, which indeed llrongly fupporw 
his opinion. It is in the firft book, " Populus penè 
fcrvorum habetur loco." The fame writer, confidering 
the great quantity of Haves, attached to the glebe, 
fuppofes that amongft the Gauls, were large poiTeffions, 
as well in land, as in Haves, which the kings probably 
feized on, and which gave rife afterwards to that im- 
xnenfe diflribution of benefices, fo apparently difficWr, 
to account for. Mr. Hume (hift. of Engl, 8vo. p. 226.^ 
227.) informs us that the flaves amongft the Anglo- 
Saxons were very numerous, and that they were di- 
vided into two kinds ; the houfehold (laves, after the 
manner of the antients, and the predial, or ruftic 
Haves, after the manner of the Germans. Spellro. 
Glofs. in verb, fervus. 
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twice within the year. Such an affembly is 
the field of March j amongft the Frank* ; and 
fuch alfo is the Wittenagcmot amongft the 
Saxons. Is war in agitation ? all the Franks 
repair to the field, of March. Is the com- 
plexion of the times more peaceable ? the 
principal officers, the great men who compofe 
the court of the king, and fome chiefs, near- 
eft to the fpot> are the only perfons who at- 
tend this meeting. By little and little, the 
families multiply - % ftrangers intermixing are 
confounded with the natives % whilft the van- 
quifhed are impreffed with terror, the con- 
querors melt into humanity, and the laws and 
cuftoms of the firft begin to prevail. Their 
magiftracies are not entirely the fame, but 
their titles % re-appear under new terms, and 
inftead of thofe barbarous names, Grapbion, 
Tbungitt) and Racbimbourg, we read of Dukes, 
Counts, and Centeniers (g) Some countries 
C 3 at 

. (g) Thefe affemblies were ftiled the field of March, 
or the field of May, becaufe they were holden in one 
of thofe months, in the open air, and on a plain, fuf- 
ficiently extenfive to receive, fuch great numbers, as en- 
joyed the privilege of being prefent. The Wit- 

tçnagemot, or (for fuch is the fignification. of the word) 

the. 



t% ANESSAYOK 

at a diftance from the parts, where the army 
were ftationed, of through which they march- 
ed* not having been fubdued in the firft bat- 
tles, fubmit themfelves under the confirmation 
of a treaty, which, on their fide, is but half 
voluntary. Many privileges are either grant* 
ed 9 or preferved : one language re-a&s upon 
the other language, as do the manners of the 
conquering nation upon the mantfers of the 
indigenous nation. The Franks appropriate 
to themfelves fome things which were peculiar 
to the Roman-Çau}s % and thefr, in, their turn* 

adopt 

the aflembry of the wife men, was a national council* 
whofe confent was neceflary to. the ratification of all 
laws» and every a& of public adminiftration ..... The 
Graphions were, at the fame time, captains and 
fudges over the inhabitants of their particular difhidh 
Thefe, and the Thyngins, who* {if Ï miftake not) 
were their lieutenants,» or deputies, were affifted, when-, 
ever they kept their court, by feven afleflbrs, or Ra-. 
chimbourgs, always felecled from the fame nation, ta 
which the perfon proceeded againft belonged. The(% 
affeffors were the moft eminent citizens, who declared 
the fentençe, whilft the chief of the tribunal only pro^ 
nounced it. K. 

The titles of dofce and count had been adopted from 
the time of Conftantine. They were generals who* 
tQmmanded at the frontiers* and who kept on foot aft 

arme4 
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adopt other things from the Franks. The 
Franks, defirous of having laws, form haily 
compilations, in which one portion of their 
own legiflation, and another portion of the 
Reman legiflation are rudely intermingled. 
The Gauls, equally defirous of being placed 
near the kings of the Franks, claim the pri- 
vilege of affifting at their councils, and en- 
joying a (hare of the honours; whilft the 
Sicambrian king affumes the patrician gown, 
the citizen of Gaul, armed with his Fran- 
ctfquti or battle-axe, -dignifies himfelf with 
C 4 the 



armed body, to whom they had ceded the lands around 
their -quarters. See "bill, du basenip." v. i.p. 529. 

As to the origin of lands given inftead of pay, as 
ftipendium, or feodum, that is traced back as far as, 
Alexander Severus. See hill, du bas emp. v. 5. p. 279. 

This hiftory of the lower empire (translated with fi- 
delity, and elegance, into our language) is written by 
Mr. le Beau, Profeflbr Emeritus, in the univeriity of 
Paris, and perpetual fecretary of the royal academy of 
inferiptions, and belles lettres. Death hath difunited 
a " par nobile fratrum :" I think it is to the late bro. 
ther of this gentleman, who was alfo a member of the 
fame academy, that the public is indebted for an 
edition of Homer, and the orations of Cicerc, with 
notes, K, 
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thé title of Leude.(h) Thus, the greater 
part of thefe changes in the moral,, as in the 
phyfical fyftem, is brought forward by im- 
perceptible gradations,, by thofe little eircum- 

» ftances, 

(b) It is evident,, from the laws of the Franks, and 
from the ftrongeft authorities, that feveral Romans or 
Gauls enjoyed the title of companions to the king, and 
that they fitted cenjun&ively with the others, the moil 
important pofts, and this, not only on account of their 
dignity, but the influence which they maintained in the 
direction of public affairs. The author of " letters 
on nobility" confirms this circumftance, by feverafex* 
amples. (See letter 2.) It is true that the difference 
which the laws made between the compofition for the 
murder of a- Frank, companion to the king, and of a 
Roman, in veiled with the fame honour, fuiEciently 
proves that there was Hot, at aBy time* a parity be* 
tween the two nations. But Abbé de Mably hath fhewn 
that this kind of difparity either could not have lafted 
long, or ceafed to be humiliating to the Romans, fmce 
they were at liberty to incorporate themfelves with the 
conquering nation, provided only that they declared 
their readinefs to yield obedience to their laws. 

I cannot in this place avoid obferving how much the 
carlieft times of our biftory are involved in darknefsj 
for wbilft ^lontefquieu and Mably confine the title of 
Leude, to thofe Fidèles, or Antruftiones, who were the 
companions of the king, we read in Chantereau, that 
this word fignified the people in general* and that» 
alfo, by the expreflion, Leuth, in the German lan- 
guage, is meant the people. This opinion is fupporte.4 * 
by a multitude of quotations. See Orig. des fiefs, cfc. j % 
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fiances, which efcape our obfervation, and 
which appear the more inconfiderable, the 
nearer they are placed to the circumftances, 
which refult from them. 

If we admit the opinion of the count de 
Bculainvilliers^ the Franks were all equal, and 
their king was no more than die chief of a 
troop, formidable even to himfelf : if wc 
believe Abbé du Bôs, whofe fentiments on this 
head are, unfortunately, the fentiments of 
the majority of our lawyers,(i) the king was 
the fole mafter of the nation, the fole pro* 
prietary of invaded lands, in confequence of 
which, every fubjeâ: who obtained an allot- 
ment of thefe lands, was indebted for it ab- 
folutely to his munificence.^) Confult Abbi 

de 

(i) One cannot perceive without concern, that every 
attorney general, every foil ici tor general, and even Mr. 
d' Aguejfeau himfelf, eftablifh it as a principle, that the 
maxim, nulle terre fans feigneur, is general in the law of 
France ; and that the lords always hold their fiefs de- 
pendant on the bounty of their kings, from whofe gift 
and diftribution all hath proceeded ; as if it were not 
ueceiTary that previous to their giving every thing awayv 
they muft have ufurped every thing. 

(k) Prefident Henault feems to have embraced à 
middle opinion : he leans more to the authority of the 

• king*, 
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de Mabljft and he will tell you that the go- 
vernment of the Franks was democratical. 
Confult Preftdent de Montefquieu y and he will 
obferve to you, that nobility exifted even 
amongft the huts of the Germans. Might 
we not, in imitation of divided republics, 
t choofe 

kings, than Boulainviiliers, but he doth not acknow- 
ledge any nobility prior to the third race of the French 
kings. x 

Chantereau, an author of the laft century, and in- 
tendant of the fortifications of Picardy, &c. though, 
deeply {killed in the antiquities of his country, mull be 
read with fome allowances. Many curious manafcripts, 
drawn up by this writer, are in the library of the king 
of France. (See -bibliothèque- de Je Long.) It feemt 
extraordinary, that after finch learned researches, Chan» 
ttreau (hould have fixed the firft introduction of here- 
ditary fiefs, pofterior to the acceffion of Hugh Capet. . . « 

If I miftake not, the Mr. d* 

Aguefièau, to whom the chevalier alludes, was, firft, at- 
torney-general, and then, ftllicitor-general, in the 
reign of Lewis the fourteenth, and in two years after 
thedeeeafe of that prince, appointed chancellor, by 
the regent. At his entrance into bufineis, he led off in 
fo diiUngttilhed a manner, that the celebrated Talon» 
prefident a mortier, obferved that he only wifhed to 
end, as d' Agueffeau began. His abilities were exceed- 
ed by his humanity, and the Parisian who hath beared 
of the fevere winter of 1709, and the extreme famine 
which attended it, muft have been told, that it was this» 
patriot, who .relieved the diitrefles of his country, by 

enforcing 
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choofe fome foreign power, for our arbiter ? 
let us, at leaft, avail ourfclves of induâioft* 
afld analogy, thiofe neteflary fuccours to him 
who endeavoiirs to pervade the obfeurities of 
hiftory. 

- A barbarous afifemblage of people, nations 
iffuing from the north, conquered England 

and 
»■-••■ ' ■ -..■.• - 

enforcing obedience to ufeful, but forgotten laws, and 
expofing to an immediate, and reafonable fale, thofe 
quantities of corn, which, wretches, who fcek for profit 
ftmidft the raiferies of the public, had amafled together. 
When the famous Mr. Law iirft made his propofals, they 
were, through his means, reje&ed. The fécond at* 
tempt of this adventurer reverfed the fceae. His pro- 
ject was adopted, and d' Aguefleau not only loft the 
fcals, for having firmly oppofed it, but was baniihed 
to his eflate. The chancellorfhip was afterwards more 
than once restored to him, and taken from him. Ha 
died in 1752, when he was entering into his eighty* 
third year, The infirmities, natural to fo advanced an 
age, prevented him from executing the duties of hit. 
office ; but in recompence for his fervices, he was per* 
flatted (o retire,' with all the honours annexed to hit 
former dignity. His works compofe fix quarto vo- 
lumes, His defign was to have euabliflied an entire 
Conformity in the execution of the ancient laws, with* 
Out changing their fundamental principles* and to have 
added whatfoever might be wanting to their amend* 
ment. Previous to the alteration of our calendar, he 
Was consulted on this fubjeel, and the judicious remarks 

which 
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and Scotland. Other nations eftablifhed them- 
felves in their proper climates, where they 
founded empires, which exift at prefenu 
Let us examine the accounts of Hume, and 
Jlo&crtfon 9 'thok intelligent authors who, con- 
tinually enlightened by the torch of criticifm, 
have explored the traces of the firft fyftem of 
government, to which their country fub- 
mitted; and here, let us carefully obferve 
whether this fyftem, difcoverable in the an- 
aals of thçfe infular people,, hath a more ori- 
ginal air, and prefents a purer image of the 

primitive 

* 

which he tranfmitted to England, greatly encouraged 
the intention of introducing the new ilile, although it 
was not executed until fome years afterwards. 

The Prefident Henault is the author of " abrégé chro- 
nologique de l'hifloirè de France," fo ihort a woik is 
feldom found {o full of information. It is an excellent 
model, from which few good, but many bad copies 
have been taken. The befl intimation is the hiftory of 
Spain, by Mr. Macquer : this gentleman had great 
abilities, and as the prefident aflifled him, fuccefs was 
certain. The talents of Henault were not limited to 
one fubjeft : the.French theatre is indebted to him for 
the excelfent tragedy of Francis the Second ; and his 

' ballad-farce " les chimères" abounds with more wit, 
than is generally thrown into the "concord of fwee* 

founds" and muft have pleafed, though in a lefs degree, 
without, thofe graces which it received from the mufi& 
of the duke de Nivernois. K. 
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primitive legiflation ; for the Gauls already 
civilized, already under fubjeétion to the 
Roman laws, could not have açquiefced under 
the laws of the conquerors, without modify- 
ing them, without re-a£ting in fome manner* 
on the power which oppreffed them -, where- 
as the rude, ignorant, and half-favage Bri- 
tons were unable to recover, by the influence 
of their political opinions, the empire which 
force had juft feized froai them. Let us, 
therefore, hope to gain fome information from 
this quarter, and enquire, in particular, 
what was the government of the Saxons. 

Chieftains ', that is to fay, generals, or chiefs, 
have the command of whole tribes, called 
clans ; of thefe clans, they are the protedtors, 
and the patrons ; they prefide over, and go- 
vern, them : thefe chiefs are ftiled Thanes, 
Jthat is, nobles, great, illuftrious: by their 
more antient Latin titles, they are called Sa± 
trapse, Principes, Optimales, Proceres. On the 
whole, therefore, it appears that the confti- 
tution is far from being either purely monar- 
chical-, or purely democratical. The aflembly 
of the great alone, and not of the whole na- 
tion, compofes the Wittenagemot, or the ftates 
general. Amongft thefe people, as in France, 

were 
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vtxsfreemm* andftrfs, orjfeves. The ffetf* 

* urcn ftiled Ceorles( I) feern to be of the fame 
order of citizens with thofe. who, at the çfU* 
bltfhroent of feigoories, in France, wer$ e*+ 
cepted from thefc usurpations» and remained 

under 

. ■ ' • I " i i i i i ■ ni 1 1 1 ; ■ i n' ri m nH ii |i i ' | -, i l 

(I) The word Qeotk fignified lahourer, cultivator* 
Tfhe German word Kerl hath a good, and a bad mean- 
ing, like the French word drôle, which is, probably* 
Revived from it. Un àrîh bien bâti, a well made fel* . 
few. Un drôle qui mériterait d* être puni, a fauçy fiç}lowy 

In in more ancient fenfe, Kerl fignified a warrior, an 
Itero* This is the etymology of the word Carle* which 
in the Celtis language was pronounced Karl. See Pet» 
leatifr» hift. des Celtes, 

In our language, this -word, fin ce corrupted intf 
churl, means a rough, brutal perfon. Gay, and Bentley 
life it ; and before them, Milton ; 

" The carle beheld, and faw his gueffc 
•• Would fafe depart, for all his fubtile Height." 

St occurs frequently in Chaucer, and lignifies brave, rû* 
bujl, in fonie partages of that poet. The common 
people of Northumberland» ftill keeping the idea of a 
term, implying fuperior ftrength, ufe it to exprefs a 
male fpecies, as a karlcat, karl-htmp. s 

This hifiory of the Celt a, by Mr. ?elhutier % palior 
of the French church at Berlin, appears to greater ad r , 
vantage, in the new edition, by Mr. de Chiniac, avocat 
au Parlement, who hath not only inferted thehHtorical 

* Culogium of the author, from Mr. Formey, but enriched 
it with additional • notes, and, which were equally 
waning, corrections of the ftyle. K.» 
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under the immediate authority, and conduft 
of the counts. Of the Serfs, there were two 
ktadsj praedial, and domeftic. We may 
perceive alfo from the laws of Alfred the 
Gréais that the Anglo Saxons had their hun- 
Wçder, or prefiding magiftrate of a diviGôn, 
not unlike the Tbungins. Thus far the po- x 
litical fyftem of the two nations was tolerably 
cxaft, excepting that in France, the manners 
and legiflation of the conquered maintained * 
a more confiderable influence over the man- 
ners and legiflation of the conquerors ; and, 
that the ancient Franks, being continually 
engaged in war, were obliged to remain 
longer in arms : and hence, perhaps, arifes 
the difference between the Wittenagemot^ and 
the field of March. The Franks, always at 
war, were under a neceffity of aflembling in 
the field of March* that they might be re- 
viewed. The Saxons, enjoying tranquility^ 
and without enemies, attended to their par- 
ticular affairs, and left the decifion of pub- 
lic matters to the great. 

Let us now examine the fyftem which pre- 
vails, even to this day, in the countries of 
thefe fame conquerors, namely, Rujfia^ and 
Poland y the reader muft not be furprifed that 

two 
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two fuch different governments are brought 
together. In Rujfiû* the Great, opprefibrs 
.of the people, are, in their turn, opprefled 
by a defpot : in Poland, the Great have de- 
livered themfelves from that tyranny which 
they, neverthelefs, exercife againft others? 
but to whatever part we dirett our view, we 
(hall perceive Thanes, Bojars, or Palatines \{m) 
their names are immaterial ; ible mailers, 
fole pofleflbrs of the lands, fole fharers in 
the concerns of government, it is with re- 
lu&ance that they permit a nation of Oaves, 
to enjoy a part of thofe neceffaries of life, 

in 

(m) The Bojar, or Boyard, in Raffia, is not a title of 
nobility, but a name acquired by the enjoyment of any 
poll; as having been a member of the privy council, &c. 
The Palatines of Poland, including four officers of 
Hate, who rank with them, are in number thirty-feven. 
In war, they march at the head of the nobility of their 
palatinates : in peace, they prefide within the courts of 
juflice, and pronounce fen ten ce : they fettle the prices 
of goods, and pro vidons brought to the market, ex- 
amine weights, and meafures ; and protect the Jews. 
When abfent, during the feffion of a diet, or on any 
public occafion, the bufinefs of the palatinate is en- 
trufted to the Caftellans, an order of fenators, without 
legiflative powers in time of peace, but atting, during 
war, in confcquencc of a general fummons, as Pa» 
latines. K. 
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fat the produce of which their labour hath 
affifted.f/O I can believe that the Germans 
really were the free and vcrtuous people, de- 
fcribed by Tacitus ; but I mull prefume to 
ctoubt, whether thefe were the Germans, who 
conquered the weftern countries 5 and as long 
as I perceive that Denmark, Poland, Ruflia, 
and even Tartar y,(o) abound with traces of - 
the primitive government of the Barbarians 1 

Vol. II. D . whilft 

- - .....-■ . ^ . . . - ... . . . * ... .- . .1 .. . .*. 

(n) The Weregylde, or price of blood, ftill fubfifta 
in Poland, where, if one lord kills a peafant, who i» 
the flave of another lord, he is only obliged either to 
prëfent him with as valuable a flave, or purchafe aa 
indemnity for fome. trifling compenfation. 

(0) A ftriking inftance of the féodal government, in 
all its purity, ftill exifts in the Ukraine ; and is pre-, 
cifely fuch as it mail have been in its primitive itate* 
The Czars gave this province to the Coffees, on con- 
dition that they ihould cultivate it, and alfo be obliged 
to ferve, whenfoever it might be required. There is 
no eftablifhment, no legiflation ; the whole conMs of 
military forms. This province is divided into feveral 
regiments, which compofe many diftri&s. . Each com- 
pany becomes a vfllage, fubje& to the orders of a cap- 
tain, who, in his turn, is under a colonel refidittg 
within the place. The Hetman, or chief, lives in a 
kind of capital, which is an entrenched camp, where 
a certain number of horfe and foot are maintained in 
confiant pay. The reft labour and cultivate the ground 
under the fole condition of appearing in arms, on all 
neceflary occafions. 
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lyhilft amidft thefc traces, I difcovcr an intî* 
i#ate conne&ion with fads, the inveftigation 
of which, is my prefent objeft, I fhall be in- 
clined to think, th^t the road which I have 
taken, is the road of truth. Would we, in 
general, acquire fome idea of the féodal go- 
vernment, as fiiodified by Charlemagne, and ' 
his fucceflbrs ? let us ftudy the public law of 
Germany. Would we gain fome knowledge 
erf an anterior féodal government ? let us read 
the hiftory of the people of the North.(p) 

Icaft 

(p) Mr. de Voltaire (Hift. Gen.) difcovers the feodai 
government even amongft the Timariots, or Zaimats,* 
of the Turks, He imagines that this form of govern- 
ment was always peculiar to the Weftern Tartars ;'and 
very juftly obferves, that Tamerlane introduced it into 
the Indies, where are flill the great vaflals, tyrants in 
their different diftrifls, but fubjeft to the Mogul, under 
the feveral titles of Omra, Raja, and Nabob. 

It may, perhaps, be confidered as needlefs to deduce 
alithefe eftablifhments from the fame original, fince 
they appear to refult naturally from a government 
founded in right of conqueft. That Fernando Cortez 
^covered fuch an eftablifhment in Mexico, is a Angu- 
lar 

• <Tbe tenure by which tbefe bold their Ttmar, or ahtment 
tf land from the Grand Seignior,' confifts of afervice in «wr 
in borfeback, and an acknowledgement of one tenth of their 

revenue *be Omrahs are the great military officers, 

the Rajas are the pagan princes, and the Nabobs are tbt 
viceroys • K. 
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1 can hardly give up this diftin&ion of the 
féodal government into two epochs» as it 
Teems to throw a more philofophical light 
over the firft ages of our hiftory> and to fur- 
nilh us with a more extenfive, and general 
profpeft of the condition of mankind, dui> 
ing thefe times of ignorance. Without ex- 
amining* therefore, whether the word fe-od 
originally fignified all land granted as pay, 
as fubfiftance,(y ) the which etymology would 

D 2 authorife 

i • la _ 

lax circumftance. There, as in Germany, the great 
vaflals enjoyed the privilege of ele&ing the emperor ; 
a privilege which may be equally traced in the king 
elector of Bohemia, and the king elector of Telenco» 
See Antonio de Solis* 

Mr. de Voltaire, the Proteu6 of literature, of whom 
every reader mail have heared, is not to be defcribed* 
It is fcarcely poffible to difcover a department of mo- 
dern authors, where he is mining» So various are the 
tendencies, and the merits of his performances, that it 
would be equally difficult, at one moment, to praife 
him too extravagantly, and, at another moment, to 
cenfure him too (everely. K. 

(çr) Such is the opinion of Chantereau, (See Origines 
des fiefs, 1. i. clu 2.) He imagines' that the word fe-c J 
hath been improperly tranflated beneficium, and that 
frœdium would have been a better conftru&ion. It 
fetms, however, that beneficium was ufed by the Ro- 
*nans themfelves, to fignify lands granted to the foldiers 

as 
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authorife the affignment of a ftill more an* 
cient origin to the féodal fyftem, it will be 
fufficient to obferve, that this government, ill 
.its fécond epoch, that is, in its diftribution 
of fiefs, as regulated under the Capetlan 
kings, could only have arifen from a govern- 
ment fimilarto that which exifted during the 

firft 



as pay. (See the date of the empire, àpd Du Cange vod 
beneficium) BrufTel fuppofes that feodum was, under 
the fécond race, fynonimous for beneficium* of which. 
he inferts proofs. (See b. j. c. 5.) 

I would beg leave to afk, whether the granted land» 
were not, at firft, filled munera, and whether they did 
not preferve that appellation, fb long as they- were 
holden Only at will ? Beneficium {terns to fignify a grant 
for life, and, if Spelman be right, was called feod 9 . 

When rendered hereditary I cannot inform the 

reader to which ftate of the empire (notice de l'empire) 
nay learned friend refers ; it is probable that he alludes 
either to the " Imperftim orientale" of Banduri, a cele- 
brated Italian, or to " Nôtitia utriufque imperii, in 

Graevii thefauro, torn. 7." Mr. BrufTel publifhed 

his " novel examen de Pufage general des fiefs en 
France," in 1727. It is an hiflory of the féodal fyftem, 
during^the eleventh, twelfth, thirteenth, and four- 
teenth centuries. The belt edition of the •' GIofTaire 
delabafle latinité," by .du Cange, a learned writer of 
the lafl century, and treafurer at Amiens, his native 
city, is that publifhed, with a fupplement, in 1766, by 
Abbé Carpentier. The joint efforts of two fuch pro- 
found 
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firfl: epoch 5 that it was in itfelf military and 
oppreffive b , that it naturally inclined to a 
barbarous ariftocracy;(?) and muft in the 
end have unavoidably deftroyed every idea of 
liberty and property. In Great-Britain wc 
may perceive chieftains and thanes* abfolutc 
lords over immenfe tribes, tyrants of a whole 
D 3 pro- 

found antiquarians have certainly rendered it a work 
of great merit ; yet, were it otherwife, it might feem 
unfeeling to condemn it : the literati who drudge thro* 
life, in the dufly chace of obfolete expœffions, are ra- 
ther to be pitied, than difapproved. Had every author 
declined a toil, generally difgufïful, the page of hiftory 
could not have been fo much enlightened as it is. The 
amiable modefty of du Cange is more than a fhelter 
againft feverity ; it is a claim upon applaufe. He ufed 
to obferve, that in the compilation of fuch humble 
works, as. his were, the only re<juiiites were eyes and 
hands. K K 

(r) I would wiJKngfy concrude this chapter, without 
any mention of the adventure, in which Clovis was 
concerned, when he could not obtain from one of his 
foldiers a vafe which he was desirous of reftorjng to St. 
Remy. In fa&, this hiftory. is become the common 
topic, on which all authors have expatiated, and, 
without referve, adjufted to their own conclufions, as 
if the predetermined revenge of a barbarous king, who 
foon afterwards affaffinates his fubjeû, under the feign- 
ed pretence,- that his arms were not in order, or the 
brutality of a Sicambrian, without refpeft for his chief, * 
QQuld ftrve as a precedent in law for the eighteenth 

century, 
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province, and kings within the kingdom. 
In Ruffia, in Poland, the cultivator of the 
ground languilhes in flavery, whilft the pro* 
jprietor lives either in indolence, or by pil- 
lage. In France ibme lands are diftributed, 
are granted as pay, as fubfiftance, under the 
name either of Salic lands* or of Allodium \{s) 

and 



century. I cannot» however, hi this place» avoid re- 
marking, that the prefumption of the foldier doth not 
prove that the government of the Franks was rather de* 
mocratical than ariftocratical. It is always difficult ta 
draw an inference from the military government» that 
may be applicable to the civil government* And bey 
fides, they who have belonged to the army, muft be 
fenfible, that however defpotic the military authority 
may be, there are cirçumftances which frequently re- 
quire great addrefs, and prefence of mind. There ii 
»o prince, or general, who hath not, on forne occas- 
ions, been forced to feem infenfihle of affronts. The 
ilory of the Pruillan deferter is well known ; being 
alked by his mafter, why he went off, «« becaufe (faid 
he) your affairs are in too bad a way," " Wait (re- 
plied the monarch) till the end of the campaign, and 
if my affairs do not mend, we will defert together." 

(j) Salic lands were inheritances, from a fucceffio* 
to which, women were excluded by the Salic law. In 
Allodial pofleffions, the owner enjoyed a full right of 
property, and dominion, not holden of any fovereign» 
or fuperior lord, to whom he was bound to do homage* 
cr perform fervice, K. 



PVBLIC HAPPINESS. 3^ 

and the principal domains, the moft opulent" 
poflèflîons are given, retaken, lavished aw^y, 
and again fnatched at, under the title of Be* 
neficium : fuch riches were then as precarious, 
as in the prefent times are the pods of mini- 
Iters, and the places about the court. The 
civil eftablilhment of the whole nation is 
but the winter quarter of the army. So 
ignorant are they of the true value of rural 
and domeftic life ; fo little do they relifh the 
happinefs of being at once proprietors and 
fathers of a family, that for fome vain titlçs, 
fome frivolous prerogatives, or the privileges 
of oppreflîng others, they barter away their 
allodium > or freehold, for an alienable bene- 
fice. 

It muft be confefled, that fhortly after- 
wards ufurpation arrived to aid imprudence ; 
but yet within the ftruggle which was to efta- 
blifh firft the property, and next the inherit- 
ance of benefices, they were lefs jealous of 
what was ufeful, than of what was honour- 
able. In fadt, it was not in fuch lands, as 
produced only fome kinds of fubfiftance, but 
in the power, by the means of which, money 
was amafied, that utility refided. The places 
of counts and dukes brought forth a better 
D 4 harveft 
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harveft than ill-cultivated fields. Hence arofe 
that avidity with which each ufurped the 
right of judging; and hence proceeded thofe 
feignories, eftablifhed in the lands, which 
had been wreftcd either from the royal do- 
mains, or from the jurifdiftion of dukes and 
counts. The freda, or fines/ J) were farmed 
by the new ufurpers; and it is eafy to judge 
with what a degree of a&ivity they muft 
have exerted themfelves in the prevention of 
crimes, who acquired a livelihood by fca- 
tences. 

This naturally explains the rcafon why* 
from the firft race, and during the (till bar* 
barous times, the Franks enafted laws fo 
loaden with details, and fo replete with eve- 
ry trifling nicety. In faft, the greater part 
of thefe laws made up an entry book of pe- 
cuniary fines. It is aftonifihing that a rude 
and ignorant people fhould have had a code, 
one chapter of which was employed in the 
fpecification of the mulft to, be paid by the 
perfon, who fhould have fqueezed the hand, 

or 

(/) The frtdum y in the opinio* of our juftly cele- 
brated hiftorian* Doftor Robertfon, was npanifeftly the 
price paid to the magiftrate for the prote&ion which he 
afforded* againft the violence of refentment. See hftfc* 
of the reign of Charles V. vol, i. p. 361, 
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or the finger of a free wçman :(u) our won* 
der will be increafed, when we perceive that 
this very colle&lon doth not afford one ar- 
ticle, which throws any light upon the pub- 
lic law of the nation. What would the po- 
liticians of the fourteenth century have faid, 
if, when the Salic law decided for Philip de 
Valois againft Edward the Third, it had been 
obferved to them, that this fundamental law 
of the ftate opened with a treatife on ftolen 
hogs ? {de furtis porcorum) Were we to exa- 
mine the laws ôf the Lombards, the Vifi- 
goths, the Burgundians, &c. we fhould find 
nothing except thefe difgufting and' ridiculous 
declarations, (#) It muft, however, be con- 

feffed, 



(u) Si quis homo ingenuus fceminae ingenuae manum, 
aut dîgitum ftrinxerit fol XV culpabilis judicetur. Si 
vero brachium ftrinxerit fol XXX culp. die. Si mamil-, 
lam ftrinxerit fol XIV culp. die. 

With regard to the other gradations, the law hath 
given us abfolution. 

(x) I fhall, however, quote one or two articles. The 
code of the Vifigoths (1. 2. tit. 1.) forbids thepyficians 
to bleed the wife, in the abfence of her hu/band; and 
fentences them, in cafe of tranfgreflion, to a fine of 10s. 
The fixth title of the fame law enads, that if a phyfi- 
çian fhould kill a free man, at a blood-letting, he ihall 

bo 
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fcfled, that amongft thefe agreftic nations* 
our anceftors may claim precedence in igno- 
rance, and ferocity. Whether it be that the 
Lombards and the Vifigoths were originally 
a milder people, or that they were eftablifh- 
cd amongft more polifhed nations» it is cer- 
tain that they were in general lefs barbarous 
than the Franks. But fuch diftin&ions quick- 
ly difappeared. Charlemagne, by reducing 
all thefe people to fubje&ion, too eafily effect 
ed their affimilation with each other. We 
may at once perceive that from this irregular 
government of the firft, and fécond race* 
from that* mean avidity which flattered and 
robbed the fovereigns \ from the precarious 
fituation In which property, at that time* 
flood; from the fury with which every thing 
was invaded, and felfifhly turned to private 
advantage, whether in. matters of war, or 
juftice, of conqueft, or magiftracy, there 

mult 



be delivered to the relations of the decea&d, to be bjr 
them detained in fervitude. If he hath but killed a 
flave, he mall only be obliged to furnifh fuch another 
flave. It will readily be fuppofed that this law is fallen 
into difufe. Were it put in force, the faculty, like 
other bodies politic, mull be expofed to a dreadful 
bankruptcy. 
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tnuft have refulted the perpetual alternative* 
of tyranny, oligarchy, and anarchy ; that 
the fpirit of war was then conftantly kept 
alive; in fhorr, that the people tore each 
other in pieces, and that the lot of humani- 
ty was more miferable than ever. 

And yet it was from hence that an entirely 
new form of government was deftined to 
proceed; a form fo extraordinary, that the 
ancients who dilcufled, fuppofed and guefled 
at every thing, have never dreamed of aught 
like it. This is the féodal government in 
its fécond ftate, in its regularity, and fuch 
as it (till exifts in our times. This vaft and 
magnificent fyftem, this machine at once fo 
complicated, and fo folid, was neverthelefe 
but the efFeft of chance, but the entirely na- 
tural modification of that political conftitu- 
tion which preceded it. , 

When Henry the Fourth had an immediate 
occafion of the necefiary fupplies, wherewith 
to flop the progrefs of the Spaniards, he faid 
to the proprietors of certain offices : " Is it 
your defire that thefe pofts fhould defcend to 
your children ? give me a fum adequate to 
their value, and I will make them hereditary 
in your family." In the time of Charles the 

Bald, 



44 AN ESSAY O». 

Bald, matters were not conduced exactly o* 
the fame plan, and I really believe that the 
propofition came from the pofleflbrs, or ufu- 
fru&uaries -, but be this as it will, a fimilar 
ftep was adopted. The conceffion of bene, 
fices always implicitly included an impofitiou 
of fervice : the perfon obliged was to perform 
fervice to hi$ benefa&or -, and it is thus that 
the StaroftiesftO are ftill given in Poland to 
thofe whom the crawn is, defirous of attache 
ing to its interefts* Charles - Martel and 
Charlemagne thought fit to render thefe con- 
ventions explicit, by prefcribing the nature 
arid limits of the required fervice. Charles 
the Bald did that, through fear, which. Henry 
the Fourth undertook folely from neceflity» 
The inheritance was confirmed to the pot 
fefibrs of benefices. But, how were all thefe 
lands, on a fudden, converted into benefices 3 

in 



(y) The majority of the Poliih eftates confifts of 
Starofties, which mull be difpofed of by the king, in 
fix months after a vacancy. They are confidered as 
the rights of old military officers, and beftowed in re^ 
compence for pad fervices. Hence probably they de- 
rive their name, the word Starofl fignifying advanced 
age. Each Starôfta pays a fourth of his revenue to ti% 
republic. K. 
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ïh confequence of that vanity, which occa- 
fioned the French to facrifice fecurity, either 
to honour, or to opulence ; in confequence 
of claims, or envy, which, amongft the 
Gauls, made it reckoned a point of honour, 
to âfiimilate with the Franks, by transform- 
ing the Patricians into Lettdes, and the fena- 
tors into Antrujlime5\ in fliort, in confe- 
quence of usurpation, which crufhmg the 
weak, had invaded every little allodium, and 
die Sâlic lands. 

The government feems endued with a cer- 
tain quantity of power, a certain confedera- 
tion, at ail times confiant; and which, amidft 
its changes onlypaffes from one fituation, to 
another fituation. The kings being debafed, 
the great were exalted. The great, in their 
rum, took upon them to aft like fovereigns. 
The lefs fcrupulouQy they kept within their 
fubordinate relation to the throne, the more 
they exafted from their inferiors.. As for 
t'hemfelve's, therefore, they found no diffi- 
culty in afluming the rank of princes, and in 
receiving the homage which they rendered to 
the chief of the monarchy, from their own 
* dependants. Hence proceeded thofe arriere- 
fiefs, and all the ramifications of the féodal 

fyftem. 
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fyftem. Let the reader prefent to his imagî* 
Dation an intendant arrogating to himfelf an 
abfolute authority over a whole province : 
he will perceive how fpeedily each little fe- 
cretary of fuch a potentate is metamorphofed 
into a fecretary of ftate ; how fuddenly the 
fubdelegates are transformed into comptrollers 
of the finances ; and with what facility af* 
feflbrs are turned into prefidents. Whofoever 
hath travelled through Germany, muft have 
marked the traces of this infatuation. Should 
the prince, whom you have left but fome 
few days before, at Vienna, or at Berlin, 
either in the anti-chamber of the minifter, or 
filing off at the head of the guard, receive 
you within his little re/tdence, you cannot find 
him without his furrounding court, crowded 
with officers of all denominations, who are 
qualified With every kind of title, and fre- 
quently bedizened with ribands. There, each 
individual is an officer, whether he be a do- 
medic, or a foldier ; fo that in this principa* 
lity nothing is wanting, except a people, and 
lands. 

The fame circumftances arofe in France. 
The Great eftablifhed, the nobility exalted, 
and the clergy enriched themfelves. The 

people 



PVBLIC HAPPINESS.' 47 

people alone are negle&ed : they were con- 
fidered as the fpoil for which all difputed, the 
prey from which each received his fhare of 
carnage. A judgment may be formed of the 
fituation of the people» under the féodal go- 
vernment, from the privileges granted to the 
commons .\z) thefe were the liberty of hav- 
ing their children inftru&ed in reading and ' 
writing; of felling provifions ih the market at a 
proper time -, and, what is the moft remark- 
able, of accommodating profecutions. In 
faft, as hath been already obferved, the dif- 
penfation of juftice, conftituting one of the 
moft valuable revenues of the lord, a kind 
of contraband trade was carried on, in the 
amicable fettlement of fuits. This principle 
of avarice is *lfo vifible in another law, pecu- 
liar to thofe times. An enormous capitation 
tax was exa&ed from the Jews. When an 
individual of the Jewifli religion was defirou* 
of becoming a convert to chriftianity, he 
might abjure his errors, if he pleafed, but 
he was obliged to indemnify his lord. The 
foul, in this cafe, was fnatched from hell, yet 
it was neceflary, that the lofs of the body 

fhould 

(«) See"DeMabIy furPhiftoire de France," vol. 2» 
chap. i. 
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fhould be reimburfed to the community, Sô 
vehement, at that period, was the paffion of 
adding to the revenue, by every poflible ex*~ 
tortion, that a converfion was confidered as a 
bankruptcy, and even Paradife was not al- 
lowed a privilege to protedt Then* might 
have been perceived â {late without laws, a 
monarchy without chiefs, a king without fub- 
jeéts. So multiplied were the boughs that they 
concealed the trunk ; whilft the ftate referrr- 
bled thofe briars, which, (hooting forth their 
branches in a thoufand different twifts, en- 
tirely exclude all appearance of the ftem, 
which flicks to earth. Every law was 
fwallowed up in the abyfs of the féodal law. 
The laws of fovereignty difappeared with 
the reft, and the rebellious fubjeét was no 
lpnger liable to any punîftiment, except the 
oonfifcation of his fief.(^) One barbarous, 
dreadful law alone remained ; it was the law 
of war. All the barons, all the pofleffors of 

fiefs 

(*) Chantereau obferves', in his treatife on the origin 
of fiefs, that when Lewis the Thirteenth marched into 
Lorrain, at the head of his arrière ban, or his <vajh?s 9 
and the vajals of his <vaj)als y to oppofe the progrefs of 
Gates, the Imperial general, the majority of the gentry 

. P er * 
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liefs were authorifed to proceed to combats 
agamft etfch other, and even againft theif 
foyereigns, whenfoever their féodal rights 
could not be otherwife determined. ' Juftice 
preferved a profound filence, ai\d entrufted 
her decifions to a duete How worthy ôf Jftfch 
ferocious men was this judgment ! 

Vol. II. E Yet 

tf t i-t i .. >. . . \ , , - 

perceiving that the campaign was protraclfcd to a great 
length, and wearied with having attended the. army all 
that while, returned to their own homes. They were 
proceeded againft by an order from the king, and it- 
was given out that their punishment was, to be, as ia 
cafes of defertion, death ; but Chantereau, who was at 
that time councillor to the fovereign council of Nancy, 
maintained that thefe gentlemen, having been obliged 
to ferve, folely by virtue of their fiefs* could only be 
punimecl by a confiscation of fuch hcfs. This advice, 
was followed. 

To account for the enormous multiplicity of feoffment! 
and fub-feofFments of every kind, it muft be remarked* 
that at their firft rife, the lords were almoft côhftantly 
at war, and that then there were no ftipendiary troops» 
'nor any money to pay them ; and befides, if even there 
had been money, all the military troops confiding of 
the cavalry of the houfhold» it was impoffible to en* 
creafe their number» without encreafing, at the fame 
time, thé number of vafials. It was for this reafon» , 
that the rights of the chace, the tolls of the high*way*, 
the market-fialls, and even the manor-bakehoufes were 
' converted into feoffments. (See Bruffel de Pufage des 
fiefs) This celebrated author hath preferved a lift of 

on» 
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Yet f my hath, its bounds-, and what "is 
called courage hath at ali times been con* 
fined within certain, limits» Pergonal intereft 
2U)d ftlf-pnefirrvation fecredy rorpined at this 
j>reju4k<l; sitd etar ancient ability,. quarrel* 
jfc>pie $g tftey. w«ré> fqQn* pceferned the arbi- 
tration 
^^^ — . ^ 1—. 

r> n p >mn^r^ flnH thirty g entlemen, who, in-tbe time of 
Philip de Valois, held ad ffeafrfoent*, penfions. from tho 
rayai treafury. Hé- bath alfo clearly proved what 
Mdzerai* aflerted' before him, namely, that during- 
more than three hundred years, the kingdom of Franco 
Was governed as one grand fief; all the relations be- 
tween the fovereigtt and 1 his fobjetts bearing likewife 

a re* 

* The chronologicpd abridgment of the btffary of France? by* 
Mezerai, a 'writer of the laft century, is preferable to bis 
larger work ; and yet it' is in many parts erroneous and con- 
fufed, That the republican fpirit which breathes in e*very.pag9; 
Jbould, in the opinion of the multitude, have- outweighed the 

• imperfecHons of this author, is not at' all extraordinary. The 
generality of readers will b& left apt* think with Chapelain^ 
that by too vioJentfcp(eaa'ingjfo,cauJ}s of tbâpeopje* Me&e&aL 
hath injured individuals, than to fuppofe with Amelot, that 
bf.hatb giwtn aifypcêr* biflory to fronce^ and le ft behind bim* 

- « lively piBuce of ancient liberty* H+fcM\ however, that, 
the language of freedom is not. always uttered with impunity» 
Colbert, who thought that the account of the* origin of tire dif- 
fejçent Minds of taxes was drwwn with Jtoo. bold .apxnxil, lihn 
a true minijter, took from Mezei:ai one half of bis penfum* t * 
He murmured, and loft the other half Pèrfeçution Jbarpened 
bis ammnfity againft every thing whttfraffumedtbe liken sj s of 
an excife, and being a» uqguarjed bun^u^ift,, be was ac** 
c'uftomed to obferrve, that be had hoarded tip too golden crowns, 
coined in the reign of the good Lewis the Twelfth, with one ûf 
qybicb be wçuJd pUnckafe a feat at; the Grève, during the* ex*-, 
cytion of f orne officers of. the revenue^ wbilft with the other 9 
be would procure liquor, and drink, on the ftot, to the futur t 
gHd confluences of their punijbment* K, 
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dation of the clergy, to thofe atrocious de* 
tifioris, in- which the conqueror often putv 
chafed, ifrkh his- blood, an always barren ad* 
vantages* The bifhops, who had already ab- 
rogated' ttt themfelVes a power equal to the 
jjK>wer of the chitf vaffals ; Who had aflifted 
in all thé parliaments, and fignalited their 
authority by enterprises' agaiiift the crown* 
-ftill ufbrped the right of judging. , They Jlad 
alrfeady intern, eddied With every affair, which 
bore a« iftdfredfc relation to religion; with 
E 2 . mar- 

d relation to feof&hetrtsi BruflH grounds this" opinion 
oh thefe three effential points : firft\ that thte epoch of 
the majority of the kings was fixed at the twenty-firft 
year, which was alio the age of the féodal majority. 
Secondly, that the king- might botd fiefs from his fub^ 
jèfts, and' bind himfelf under certain conditions, fuch 
as f arnifliing a man to reprefent him and perform fer- 
vice in his room. Thirdly, that the vaflàLtowhom 
the king refuted judgment in his court, might arm his 
vatfah agaitffiVhimy and purfue the recovery of his right 
"by force. 

Mr. Hume (hift. of Engl. 8vo. vol.. 2. p. 107.) ob- 
ferVés alfo, on the fubjett of feoffments, that the féodal 
jiirifpruderice having been univerially eftablifhed, and* 
conftttuting the fole jurifprudence, at that time gfcheu' 
rally acknowledged, the allodial proprietors were foorf 
wearied with being expofed to all the too common ex- 
cefles of thofe barbarous times', and preferred to an alr- 
(biute property, fuch a- limitted pofîêffion, as* enfùred? 
ta them the protection of the fovereign. 
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marriages, on account of the facrament ; with 
wills, on account of pious legacies ; and with 
'treaties, on account of the oaths, by which 
they were uiually ratified. They* at length, 
adopted it as a general rule, that all profecu- 
tions fell within their province, becaufe of 
two parties -, the one party attacked, and the 
other party defended -, the one party affirmed 
and the other party denied : now, either oft 
one fide, or jon the other fide, there muft be 

guilt ; therefore, &c. . « This logic is 

better than might be imagined; and they, 
perhaps, who are for tracing error, from 
another fource, rather than from the firft 
principle, were more fubtile, but to the full 
as abfurd, as our anceftors. 

Yet, however this might have been, it 
happened that whilft the church ufurped an 
authority over the fecular powers, the pope 
ufurped an abfolute authority over the church; 
and as the firft cuftomary progrefs of defpo- 
tifm is manifefted by an aflault, fo the popes 
had no fooner difciplined their militia, than 
they attacked the moft refpeétable crowns. 
Hence arofe that feries of wild, but frequent- 
ly fuccefsful, enterprizes ; that profufion of 
excommunications ; thofe kingdoms now feiz- 

ed 
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ed oi>, and now diftributed ; thofe corona- 
tions ; thofe depofltions ; and all the multi- 
tude of ridiculous and atrocious fa&s, at 
which the hiftorian blufhes, and the reader is 
concerned. 

Here, let me reft 5 it is not my intention 
to relate the events of- fuch unhappy times*' 
The pencil of the matter hath already drawn 
thefe fatal obje&s. What can he written af- 
ter the eflay on general hiftory, by Voltaire? 
It is fufficicnt for me to obferve, that thefe 
hafty reflections hare already run over the 
fix firft ages of our monarchy, and that they 
include precifely the sera, which may be 
çonfidered as the earlieft vegetation^ the pro- 
greflive motion of manners and euftoms, k 
was then that each habitude began, that each 
principle received its birth» Let us call up 
the chief ideas which fhould be engraven on 
our memory : the invafion of the barbarians, 
a barbarous government ; the ufurpation of 
fome few, the ufurpation of a great number, 
a general tyranny \ civil wars efteemed law- 
ful; the whole world in arms; all the earth 
fprinkled with blood ; ferocious chiefs, fa- 
tiated with having worried each other* and 
W once the vitftims of abfurd credulity and 
E 3 uv> 
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infampqs debauchery, feeking in 4Jt$, an 
expiation fqt their crirpes; the flower of th& 
weftern nations, and pearly all their riche* 
perifhed on th^e (ands of Palejline ; q&kiyasio#. 
abandoned; the clergy alone profiting ky tb& . 
gie#eral> apd blind infatuation^ like thofe 
hardened ^r^etche^ who rob wherever the** 
4#? fires; in fliort, all policy» (Jiyine and 
ciyij, yioïatfid» and aggravated by turn?f 
&ch is the pj&ure in which hmm® mi.fery 
and depravity fesm carried ta tJuejur wtnnoft 
Jengtji; afld ic i$ precifely or thi$ repr,er 
j^ntatipf], ;hat I would fix thé obferyatiqn of 
thp reader* The twelft&.century feeipg pg/jfe/k. . 
the motion is then retrograde : mankind b£r ' 
gin to (hew fome gleams of hope : they are 
like the difeafed, who, after the kft ft 9 ge of 
a feyer, feel feme fymptpms of a ftvqœWe 
prifo; yet only recover from a Ipng agony* 
to breathe for a moipent* and then relapfe. 
The malady whicfj. abater byrby degrees* 
feems tprjûble in its returns and eyery fign 
becomes alarming, where cojwalelceûcy is 
wanting. 

\yhilft France \*as on the brink of d^ 
folation, in çonfequence of -civil years, piety 
came ûrft to the affiftance of humanity. The 

paix 
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faix du Seigntor*($) or truto ef Gfd gave rife 
to a fantastical • divifion of the dfty* of the 
week, fome of which were devoted to a' 
peaceful intercowfe, whilft the reft were fet 
apart for (laughter* foùa Lew is > by the itf- 
fiitution of civil laws, equally pious as tp 
their intent* moderated the privileges of war, 
H 4 and 

i. • ■ * ■•* ■ i !■.-♦.■•.•> '- ; — i 

(b) The truce of God was eftabliflied under t)ie reign 
of Henry the firft of France, and in the year 1 041, it 
was ihrewdly imagined that nothing but. the pretended 
bterpofition of a miracle, could in the kaft have hq-^ 
manifed barbarians ; and therefore a bifopp of Aqui- 
taine, committing a pious fraud» declared that an? 
angel from heaven had delivered to him a writing, in 
which men were commanded to ce^fe from hoftilities. 
As this impolture was praclifed in a feafbn of public 
calamity, when even the worft minds adopt fome faint 
idea of the neceffity of averting the divine vengeance, 
it was naturally received with a degree of reverence* 
Not to have relieved the tedious houss of penitence, 
with one fweet interval of murder, had been too ample 
a conceffion ; the week was* therefore,, abfurdly chec- 
kered with days, of abftinence and deftruclion. Pri-> 
vate battles were prohibited by law, from the evening 
of each Wednefday, until the morning of the enfuing 
Mtfnday, in veneration of that portion of the week, 
which the Saviour hallowed with the laft myfteries of 
his life ; but as there were nearly three days, in which 
the religious compliment was unneceflary, all thought 
, themftlves at liberty, during that welcome period, ta 
fl Cry havock ! and let loofe the dogs of war." K, 
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ami in lbme meafure, confined it, within *. 
certain reftraint.frj Philip the fair went one 
ftep farther,:- he forbad all perfons to aflume 
this barbarous right, whilft he excrcifed k 
himfelf ; and pretended that whenfoever he 
'waged war, it was entrufte&folely ta him, as 
by an exclufive power.(</; The eftabfifli- 
ment of Bailliages,(e) and the progrefs of 
theif jurifdi&ions under Saint Lewis K and h& 

fuq- 



«. 



(c) The ordinance ifluêd in ^245, by Saint Lewis, 
was called the royal quarantine, or truce. It forbad 
the next heirs of 'the perfun murdered, to revenge hia 
death, until forty days after the commiffiort qf the 
crime. Whofoever tranfgreflèd this ftatute, was to Re- 
tried, andpunifhed by the judge ordinary, as a traitor 
conipiring againft the public peace. K. 

(d) This regulation of Philip the fair pa/Ted in 1 296 :• 
and miferable indeed muft have been the lot of that 
nation, where it was the general wifh that the fovereign 
might be involved in war, left the nobles fhould be fuf^ 
fered to renew their hoftilities. K. 

(e) As it was not poffible either, for the prince to de- 
cide every caufe in perfon, or. confine the determination 
of them to one coun» Baillis were appointed* They 
held a monthly affize, at which they beared the corn- 
plaints of the fubjecls, and adminiftered juftiçe. to each ; 
they watched, alfo,, over the conduft of the.provoAs of 
the nobles, and prevented their fwerving from their 
duty. At the expiration of every four months, th^y 
delivered an account of their adminiftratiorj* and of 
the ftatc of their province, to the royal council. K. 
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fucceflbrs ; the ere&ion of different tribunals* 
in which the caufes which were ufually de- 
cided by fingle combat, were carried thither 
by appeal ; enfranchisements > the privileges^ 
granted to the commons, the firft reftitutions 
made to injured humanity ; in fhort, the na- 
tional aflemblies, where all claffes of the ci- 
tizens were reprefented, and where they might 
complain of grievances, and demand a re>- 
medy, thefe were the retrograde motions, 
by which fuch frenzy approached to reafon. 
And who is there that will not pity the con* 
dition of the people, when he perceives thai 
their firft laws are laws of pacification ? in 
France, we may obferve the peace of God^ in 
England, the peace ôf the kin^ in Germany* 
the peace of the public^ &c. The firft con- 
ventions, to which it was necefiary that thefe 
Beings, all fimilar, all iflfuing from the fame 
origin, KhoyW agree, were no longer to kill 
each other. 

It muft, undoubtedly, be curious to trace 
the different paths, through which proceeded 
thefe returns to reafon. 4bbéTeraffon(f) hath 

in- 

1 ■ ! ■ ii 1 1 1 1 1 J I , ^ — — „ . -, 

(f) If I miflake not* the Chevalier alludes to a trea-. 
life, entitled " the application of philofophy, to eveiy 

objed 
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rogentoufiy remarked, thati&tfee purfuîtcf 
methodical fciences, application was all which 
wàs neceflary ta direâ mankind to the dif- 
covery of truth ; fo that in their progre&i 
they were conducted from ignorai? ce to know- 
ledge j whereas, illogical fcienees», they wet* 

coiv 

objefl of reafon a,nd underilanding.*' In this fields 
Teraflbn hath gained more honour, than in his conteffc 
with' theadmircrs of the immortal Homer» It hath beéa 
juftly obferved, that his *« diflertaqoB>gainH the Iliad," 
is full of paradoxes and whioifical ideas ; a clutter of 
falfe metaphyfics, in which he coldly analyfes what 
mould have been felt with trarifport. " &ethos/' a 
moral romance» is written by this author, Although 
acknowledged ta poflêfs great merits yet the reception 
which it met with in France, was not anfwerable to his. 
expectations. This work muft, however, be detmed. 
valuable, fo long as tie character of the queen of Egypt 
jhall continue to compofc a part of' it. Such a piclufe- 
commands our approbation ^ and we anç induced to» 
think with d' Alembert, that "Tacitus- mult have- 
admired it, and Plato have called on every fovereign to, 
view it with attention." Teraflbn tranflated with much 
fidelity and elegance, Piodorus Skulks. He wrote,, 
alfo, " reflexions in favour of ;he fyftem of Mr. Law," 
The opulence to which the fchemes of this remarkable 
adventurer had raifed the good Abbé, was unable- to 
corrupt the honeft fimplicity of his manners. " I will 
anfwer for myfelf, (faid he) as far as a million." His 
intimates would have anfwered for him, at far as twenty 
times the fum. Teraflbn died in 1750- &• 
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conftantly obliged to pafs through what wa$ 
falfe, before they could arrive at what wa$ 
true.{£) This fe^eftion is not lefs applicable 
to politics, than to philosophy. To remedy 
pbfurdities, what abfyrdities have been adap- 
ted.! how rotten, how corrupted were the 
piljàj-s, defigned to prop fuçh tptxeriag 
fabric! 

. The féodal government gifted ip franco 
jn England, in Qe^ many, and ip Italy, nearly 
in the famedegriee, find under the fame form?. 
Host were thefe ftates, by, the effeâ: of &• 
jnilar principles, thrown into fuch different 
refuking confequences ? thefe are aftoniflaing 
circumftances, Amidft the fliocks to which 
England was expofed, thie féodal fyftem main- 
tained its ground : the great vaffah took arms 
for the prjefcrvation of their rights ; they ren- 
dered thofe rights more extenfive, rnore &• 
cred, and more decided : from hencç, arofc 
*hat government of property and representa- 
tion* 

(g) It may with propriety be faid, that whenfoevtr 
the mind can make herfelf miftreCs of the truth, {he 
worft is over. In this refpeft, fhe referable^ a fwallow-, ' 
which, being confined within a room, ftrikes itfelf an 
hundred times again ft the wainfcot, or the cieling, be- 
fore it can difcover the window, which feme bénéficient 
hand hath thrown open to facilitate its efcape. 
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tion, that free and half-democratical govern*» 
merit which fubfifts at prefent. 

In France, far from maintaining the .an- 
cient conftitution, new forms were introduced r 
the ftatts general* (where the whole nation-, 
no longer reprefented by a military arifto* 
cracy, appeared in. the 'perfons of its deputies,), 
were fubftituted in the, place of,, or* (if it be 
a more proper expreflion) mingled with the 
\ féodal fyftem. In the room of thofe Clerks* 
thofe afleflbrs who affifted the Suzerain^ or 
lord paramount, in the adminiftration of 
juftice, fovereign courts were eftabliftied, 
which, beiijg conftant, and permanent, formed 
bodies of magistracy, and- foon became the 
depofitaries of the laws ; the nation was ac- 
cuftomed to frequent affemblies, judges, and 
laws, and hence proceeded an abfoUite mo* 
ftarchy. 

In Germany, ignorance, ferocity, dîflei> 
tion, and a rival fpirit, kept alive by the ba- 
lance of powers, were of longer duration» 
than elfewhere -, force decided every thing, 
and amongft the members of the ftate, force 
was the perpetual alternative : where mindi 
were fo Iharpened by divifions, no unanimity,, 
noprofpeâ of reconciliation could arife, and 

fcepce 
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hence proceeded the prefent Germatiç govern- 
nient, that is to fay, the moft coherent and 
regular political fyftem. 

tn Italy, two tyrants, under the pretence 
that they were fucceflbrs, the one of the C*fars 9 
and the other of Saint P<cter, inceflantly con- 
tended for abfolute power* it was for uni- 
verfal monarchy, that they fought: after long 
wars, much fcandal, and numerous atrocities, 
there arofe a multitude of republics, and of 
little tyrants : a government fimilar to the 
government of Greece, during the reign of 
Alexander and his fucceflbrs. 

Thefe ^re exceedingly ftrange events, and 
a&ing in dire6l oppofition to their principles. 
To account for them, but few words are ne- 
ceflary. In England, the fir ft complaints 
were made by the Great, againft the Crown; 
in France* the firft complaints were made by 
the Crown, and the People, againft the 
Great ; in Germany, the eledion of the Em- 
perors having been confirmed, it became the 
means of confirming, in its turn, the rank to 
which all the Great might pretend, and the. 
rights, which all the Great were willing to 
maintain * in Italy, -the competition of So- 
vereigns, the viciffitudfs of their power, and, 

in 
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in particular, thé inequality between thfclf 
fbfceS' and thei* elaim^ allowed' the weaken 
ftates a time to rife, and» to fecure thccri<felves» 
The fucc ours implored 1 from every quarter, 
gave bitth to an increafé of privileges ; amidfi? 
riiefe civil diffcnrions, thé cities eftabliffted 
their freedom , artd- nepotifm augmented tfre 
principalitie'sv 

In England, the Great, anhed âgàirift tfheïi* 
kings, imagined it neceflary to bring over td 
their party, the burghers, -attd,- particularly 
the commercial towns* They ftipulated for** 
frefli privileges in favour of this order of ci- 
tizens* already countenanced by the fovereigns> 
who were defirous (as "was the cafe in Friahce) 
of oppofing them to the exorbitant jJô\^ér of 
the barons; and who were not wanting in 
making them pay for their immunities. The? 
Great Charier having been acknowledged asf 
a gênerai law, and the execution of it infured 
by the election of a certain number of guar-' 
disns, always afiembled,- always in a€tion, 
under the name of cônfervatorsof the publjcT 
liberties, (a wife precaution, to which this 
Charter is indebted for its permanence*) the? 
barons were foftaed" into two* clafies, the 

gpcatr 
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great barons, and the leflèr barons.(£) The? 
public tranquility being fettled^ an attendance 
in parliament became burdenfome, and ex- 
j&enfive ; the richeft of the barons alone were 
able to- ftipport it, and the lefièr barons, 
either negk&ecP, of incurious as to public 
affairs, were foon blended with- the fimple 
knights-, (*) and appeared more anxious to' 
tfvciict z feat in parliament, than to' enjoy thcr 
firft rank in it. But the kings, conftandy 
attentive to thofe two important obje&s, the 

. hu- 

« ■ * ' ■ ■ ■ * »• 

(b) Seorïuœe's hift. of Engl, v, z. pag. 85* &c. 

(i) Knights of the (hire. This is the origin of 
what the Englifli call Gentry 1 but the idea which this 
word, in Engliflï, prefents to us* doth hot at all cor- 
refpond with that idea^ which- we (the French) affix ta 
it. After William hadconfifcated all the Englifh lands, 
a,nd«given them- to tha. Normans, under the denomi- 
nation of Baronies, or Grand- fiefs, the Normans con- 
Verted feveral parts of their fiefs into fub-feoffments, 
Which gave rife tô the cftabtifhnrent of vafFals of a~fe* 
coad dr4er; Thex fir&< called Chief-tenants were in 
mwnfoer aboat 70b. The others, who heid of the king 
knights fee*, were in number 60^15* In paint of ori* 
gin, the' ïtlhtiim féetift to^fobfi&betwetnnhe two king- 
doms; bat inr France^ Ally feoffments; did not implyide- 
gradations fined even'thfc kirig&didhfcmûge to their fub- 
jetfts for theitf àrriete^fieft. The; cafe was otheiwife 'mi 
England* And it is this- which eftablifhed- tht dif- 
ference between the nobility and gentry* 
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humiliation of the Great, .and the increafe of 
the revenue, conceived the expedient of op* 
pofing to the nobility, the competition of 
inferior powers. Edward the firft dire&ed 
the fheriffs, or firft magiftrates of the coun- 
ties 4 to return two knights, or gentlemen of 
each county, to parliament ï thefe laft did not 
difdain to fit with the burgeffes;(jfc) the two 
orders afted as if they were mutually en- 
gaged in one common caufe } they prefented 
petitions, plans of reformation, &c» The 
kings having attended to them, they acquired 
ftability from fuccefs ; . and thus, by degrees, 
was formed the Houfe of Commons* which of 
all portions of the Britifh government, is the 
portion the moft founded on reafon, and the 
mod favourable to property* 

What ftreams of blood have flowed to ce- 
ment the edifice we now behold ! an edifice 

at 

j - -> i - ■ ■ ■ - • -^-* — * * — — ■ — - 

(k) It was, however, long before the knights and 
burgefies compofed the fame houfe : if we can credit 
Mr. Carte, who was exceedingly circumfpect in' his ex- 
amination of the parliamentary rolls, thefe two orders 
were not united» until the 16th of Ed, 3. (fee hid. v. 
*. p. 4SI.) even at a more advanced period, An the 
reign of Richard the fécond, their union was not final. 
(See Cotton, p. 193. . . • tJume, hill, vol. 2. 8vo*. 
p/286. K. 
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«it oflce magnificent and folid, but which rifes 
on a Gothic bafis, and the proportions of 
which arraign its rude original And yet 
how ftrikingly foever the (hapelefs plan of its 
foundations, and thofe beauties with which it 
hath been fince adorned* may becontrafted, 
it prefents to us a kind of unity, or rather 
of continuity. It is the front of the old 
Louvre, decorated with the colonnade oî Per- 
rault \{l) but it is, not that confufed heap of 
Vol. II. F paltry 

(l) The entrance into the Louvre, the model of th« 
triumphal arch at the end of the Fauxbourg Saint An- 
toine, and the obfervatory* may probably tranfmit the 
name of Perrault to fome more diftent aera, in which 
the wretched fatire of Eoileau fhall have been totally 
forgotten : furely, wit, humour, judgment, and every 
thing but ill nature, deferred the French Juvenal, when 
ke-compofed this vulgar line ; 

" Soyez plutôt maçon, fi c'eft vôtre talent.* 

The attempt which Boileau made to rob this architect 
of the reputation of having planned fuch true monu- 
ments of his tafte, was ah involuntary confeffion that 
he admired his works* though he difliked the artift, 
Perrault was an excellent mechanic, and a fkilful phy- 
fician : in the latter character, Boileau acknowledged 
that he had faved his life. How grateful the good poet 
was, the reader hath already feen. Perrault died in 
1688. His " translation of Vitruvius," with notes, 
and hU " account of feveral machines/' ,of his own 
invention, are valuable works.. K. 
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paltry buildings, of (hops ancj mean houfcs, 
tacked to, or rather mixed with an ancient 
palace -, it is not that incredible irregularity, 
ftill perceptible in our capital, and oui" po- 
lity I explain myfelf. 

We muft have perceived how the govern- 
ment of England hath been infenfibly modi- 
fied, by conftantly preferving the firft prin- 
ciples of its conftitution, the King and the 
Parliament. The. parliament is, indeed,, di- 
vided into two houfes, but if the commons 
acquire a power equal to the power of the , 
lords, this is always the refult of the fame 
fyftem» a new branch (hooting forth from the 
fame trunk. In France, the cafe is totally 
different. The people, hârraffed by the ty- 
ranny of the Great, and a general anarchy, 
had recourfe to the royal authority. The 
heroic a&ions of Philip Auguftus, and the 
moral virtues of Saint Lewis, juftified this 
confidence : but Philip the Fair, a rafh poli- 
tician, an ambitious monarch, and an infa- 
tiable fovèreign, icon rendered the people 
fenfible of their delufion. 

Before I proceed farther, it may be necef- 
fary to remark, that the féodal government 
of France differed from the féodal govern- 
ment 
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ment of England, in that, this laft had pre* 
ferved its aflemblies, or parliaments. Now, 
àffemblies arc the fources of aH liberty 5 it is 
immaterial what the laws and euftoms are 5 
every nation which is reprefented, every body 
which xis afifembled, muft, in the end, ac- 
quire a great political power* In France, 
the new féodal government, or (not to lufe 
the idea) the féodal government of the fé- 
cond epoch a, had been much more fuccefs* 
ful, in deftroying every trace of the ancient 
féodal government. When Philip the Fair, 
therefore, in confequence of his extortions, 
his alterations of the coin, and his difputes 
with the court of Rome, imagined it ne- 
ceflary to convene the nation, he was led to 
the introduction of three novelties* which 
have occafîoned his reign to be looked upon 
as a very interefting epoch in hiftory. Firft, 
he affembled the nation, under a civil form, 
which bore no refemblance to thofe parlia- 
ments, to thofe fields of May, from whence 
ifllied the laws of the Merovingians and thé 
Carlovingians.(»0 Secondly, he furnm.onç4 
F 2 • . the 

■ ' ' 1 IT I" III ^ 

{m) Pafquier, in his " Recherches de la France,** 
doth not - exprcfs any very great efleem for thefe new 
States-general. Every aitembly (he obferves) was be- 
come 
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the order of Burghers to his affembly, and . 
gave them the title of the third EJlate. Laft- 
ly, he eftablifhed, nearly about the fame 
time, in four parts of his kingdom, fettled 
courts of juftice, which we now call parlia- 
ments. 

It appears that in France, as in England» 
the nobility were likely to lofe fome influence 
by the intervention of the third jeftate,: in the 
adminiftration of public affairs j but in re- 
turn, much was wanting, to enable our com- 
mons to arrive at that confequence, which 

was 

become notorious, on account of fome national facri- 
Ece ; and if it be pretended, that the councils have all 
lopped afway fomething, from the papal authority ; it 
may be remarked, that the States-general have all yield- 
ed fomeçhing,. to the avarice of kings. 

Of the " Recherches," &c. the folio edition, printed 
in 1665, is the beft. A livelinefs of imagination, pe- 
culiar to the author, makes us endure the antiquated 
roughnefs of his itile. When he praifes, as when he 
cenfures, he is frequently too violent ; yet much of 
what he advances may be relied on. His*" Catechifm 
of the Jefuits," will be admired by all, except them- 
felves. Garafle, a brother of the order, in fu I ted his 
memory, in a book, called, " Recherches des re- 
cherches," with a degree of virulence, which bordered 
on in Canity. Pafquier lived to an advanced age, and 
died in 1615. He was attorney-general to the chamber 
pf accounts, under Henry the Third. K. 



PVBLIC HAPPINESS. 69 

was enjoyed by the commons of England. 
There, they had for their model, for their 
objeâ: of emulation, the houfe of peers, 
whofe power was confiant and acknowledged. 
With us, the commons feemed aftonifhed at 
the part which they were to play 5 like fomc 
inferior, admitted to the table of a great 
man, they thought thenvfelves obliged to re- 
pay, -with mean flattery, the new honour 
conferred upon them. Béfides, the ftates 
were but feldom called together $ their meet- 
fag was alfo dependant on the will of the fo- 
vereign, who was cautious of convening 
them, unlefs he had the ftrongeft reafons- to 
imagine, that they would be all compliance 5 
or unlefs the public affairs were fo urgent, 
that no time could be facrificed to debates* 
Thus then, thefe afièmblies rather contribut- 
ed to ihake the féodal government, than to 
eftablifh a reprefentative government; and 
the royal power alone profited by thefe 1 - alte- 
rations. ' 

' Neverthelefs a counterpoife, a new refrfk 
ancë arofe from the roidftof this authority. 
The counfellors of the king, his affiliants in 
thedifpenfation-of juftice, whom he had fe- 
fc&ed from the three orders of the ftate, to 
F 3 feconcL 
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fécond him in this funôion, (I fpcak of him» 
as Sovereign, and Lord Paramount) the per- 
fons, in foort, who compofed the royal court, 
were foon converted into a fettled tribunal ; 
the commiflions of thefe couniellors, which 
at firft were removeabk, having been ren- 
dered perpetual, the parliament perceived 
themfelves eçefted into a body, which de- 
rived dignity from their employments, and 
weight .from their liability. They were alfo 
a frefh check on the nobility •, for prejudice 
and ignorance kept the Great, at a diftance 
from the magiftracy ; whilft the judges of 
the third eftate, whom they eclipfed, were 
inverted with the whole adminiftration of 
public affairs, and unable to equal, fought 
at leaft to humble them. 

The next ftep was to lower the afcendancy 
of the clergy. Clerks and bifhops enjoyed 
feats in parliament 5 as they were better in- 
ftrufted than the barons, they were more em* 
barraffing to the members of the law. And 
thefe, anxious to monopolize knowledge, 
were for removing fuch troublefome compe* 
.titors. Thus, from the very origin of the 
parliament, fprang up that antipathy againft 
the clergy, which, in length of time, Jbe^ 

came 
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came the fafety of the ftate : but this is fo- 
reign to the fubjeft, and it is fufficicnt to 
advert to it. 

To return, therefore, we may obfprve that 
the government of France hath, amidft its 
variations, loft many more traces of its ori- 
ginal, than the government of England. If 
the reader be defirous of forming a juft idea 
of the government of France, he muft never 
forget that the parliaments, or aflemblies in 
the field of May, the States-general of Philip 
the Fair, and hi$ fucceflbrs, and the court* 
of juftice, known at prefent by the name of 
parliaments, are three objedts which do not 
bear the lead relation to each other. 

In Germany, the féodal government, hav- 
ing been maintained in its full fyftem, and 
even with fome kind of exaggeration, it is 
eafy for us to form an idea of it. The ftato 
of Germany is what the ftate of France muft 
have proved, had the crown been ele&ive, 
had Philip Auguftus, and Saint Lewis, neg- 
letted. to proteft the people againft the ty- 
ranny of the barons -, in fhort, had public 
and folemn acts, fuch as the Golden Bull, the 
profane peace, the peace of religion, and the 
imperial capitulations, defined and fettled the 
F 4 chief 
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chief rights of the Prince and the Natiorn 
The German empire may be confidered as a 
great Club(»)«of fovereigns, who have fub- 
jefted themfelves to ftrift rules and chofen 
one of their Dumber to take- the great chair, 
and aft as prefident. The rights of the 
princes are Specified with tolerable predfion $ 
the rights of the people are the molt fre- 
quently negle&ed. Some little ufurpation is 
eafily fupprefTed ; but if a powerful vaflfal 
enters the lifts, the armies alone are to de- 
cide privileges, with this fiftgle difference, 
that they are preceded by a ftronger advanced 
guard of mamfeftas^ debortations^ &c. There, 
as elfewhere, may be perceived a mixture of 
cuftom -and of reafon, fome laws preferved 
becaufe they were good, and others becaufe 
they were ancient. The peace of Munjler 
and the capitulation of Franck the Firft> are 

works 

(n) A fet of Englifhmen, wko generally meet in ta- 
verns and çoffeehoufes. The rules of thefe foçieties ara 
always written, and hung up in the club -room. There, 
as in moft other Englifti afTemblîes, a president is named, 
who fits in an elevated arm chair, and who, by his 
office, fomewhat refembles their Speaker of the Houfq 
of Commons. The reader mail have rccollefted the. 
charming papers on this fubjedt, written by Steele an<£ 
Addifon, in the Spettajor* 
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works of reflexion, which maintain their 
fplendour, amidft works of prejudice, as a 
fine ftatue preserves its beauties, though con- 
fined within an old lumber room. The 
tjueftion is, whether the Germanic govern- 
ment renders the people more happy. I 
agree that it may prevent thé Count de la Lippe 
from killing the deer of the Count de Waldeck ; 
and the Count de Neurvied from coining bafe 
money j but it alfo deprives Germany of fine 
roads, of canals, of arts, and of riches. It 
maintains" more than an hundred little courts, 
^)ut fuffers the people to languifh under op- 
preffion. Here, guard-houfes fupply the 
place of manufafturies; and when we have feen 
Frails* canoneflës, centinels and game- keepers, 
we may form fomç idea of the greater part 
of Germany. 

As to Italy, alternately torn and divided by 
emperors, popes, Normans, kings of Arragon 
and kings of France, its only claim to our no- 
tice arifes from its prefenting us with two ce- 
lebrated republics, one of \vhich is equally 
powerful and confiant in its principles. The 
reader will at once guefs, that I mean the re- 
public of Venice : but this refpe&able com- 
' monwealth, fituated between the Turk, the 

pope* 
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pope, and thfe emperor, fhould- have formed 
its conftitution, agreeably to its political fitua- 
tion. Arifing from the midft of the waters,, 
and almoft within the bofom of the ocean^ 
its origin was owing to fear, its prefervation 
to miftruft. To keep the people in igno- 
rance, and flavery, to fcatter divifions fufpi- 
, cions and accufations amongft the fenators, 
to aft incefiantly as if the next inftant, or the 
day following, were to open with a confpi- 
racy, to change the administration into a for- 
midable polity, are the principles which Ve- 
nice drew from her dangers, and to, which 
Ihe ftill adheres, in the moments of tranqui- 
lity, and fuccefs. 

Meanwhile, let us propofe thefe queftions. 
What hath been the origin of all which ex- 
ifts at prefent? What fyftem could havç 
been raifed on the foundations which remain- 
ed to us ? Our governments, our conftitu- 
tions have taken their fource from barbarifrn 
itfelf, apd were formed in ignorance. Our 
monarchies are çld, but our reafon is ftill 
ybung. Let us refleft on the dark nefs which 
hath covered the earth, from Conftantine tQ 
the Medicis j the bright days of x-\thens, and 
of. Rome, have been fucceeded by a night 

of 
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of twelve hundred years. But unlike the 
wakening of Epimenides, hath been thç 
wakening of philoibphy. Scarcely had the 
agreeable arts roufed her from her flumber, 
fcarcely were her eyes opened, when ihe per- 
ceived that things were hovering near the 
fame point, where Ihe had left them. In 
the time of Con ft an tine, the rational fciences 
were negle&ed, and the ftudy of nature gave • 
place to the ftudy of words* All minds 
were pofleflèd with a paffion for frivolous 
controverfies, and empty fubtleties. This 
too was the cafe, about the fixteenth cen- 
tury. Scarcely had mankind begun to think, 
( and to write, when the firft bloflbms of rea- 
fon were nipped by theological and metaphy- 
fical difputes. It may be faid, -that from 
Erafmus, to Defcartes, the human under* 
ftanding was engaged in little elfe, but 
iharpening its faculties. It will, however, 
be proper, before we purfue thefe refle&ions, 
to fix our attention, for a moment, on the 
paft ages, and to enquire what was the con- 
dition of fociety, under the government of 
Our ancestors, 

CHAP. 
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The 'Lot of Humanity at the beginning of the 
French monarchy , and under the féodal ga-> 
vernment. 



X H I S chapter will be fhort : where the 
fubjeft is fo ftriking, and fo eafy to be in- 
veftlgated, it were injurious to the reader, to 
deem it neceffary to affift his judgment. In 
fa£t, it is not our bufinefs, in this place, to 
complain againft the enthufiaftic admiration 
of the paft ages. It was requifite to have 
recourfe to argument, in advancing that Ly- 
curgus Solon* and Numa, did not difcover the 
beft poflible fyftem of legiflation -, but, is a 
long difcuffion wanting to make us % the other 

fcarcely 
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fcawrely civilized Weljh(a)^ deplore our in- 
fancy, efteem our puberty, and conceive 
hopes of our maturity ? 

The French monarchy, cftablifhed by war, 
fe?ms to have been devoted to a perpetual 
war. The divifions of dominions, thofe ri- 
diculous teftaments by which our princes be- 
queathed their kingdoms, like their trinkets, 
have proved a fource of boundlefs quarrels, 
in the profecution of which, the ties of blood 
have been defiled with blood, uncles have 
murdered nephews, brothers have torn each 
other in pieces, and afiafiinations, and pitched 
battles have, by turns, contended for the 
difpofal of the throne. Scarcely were thefe 
fanguinary and divided members re-united 
under the fame chief, when this chief be- 
came 
■ ■ ' i ■■ 

(j>) Walkfiy or Welfcb, a term in the Teutonic lan- 
guage, Signifying ftrangers* hath been fometimes ap- 
plied to the ancient inhabitants of France, the Celtx, 
or as they werf called afterwards by the Romans, the 
Gauls. The Saxons gave the appellation of Welfh to 
our South-Britons, feyeral of whom, not underftanding 
the Englifh tongue, are ignorant that their country is 
named Wales, and itile it Cycary, or the ancient land. 
Many other nations, alfo, understood by the word 
Welfh, bodies of emigrants, (as the Gauls frequently 
were) driven either by neceflity, or choice, in quell of 
Dew feulements. K. 
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came abandoned ; and, as in -Poland, when 
the equellrian order terminate their conflifts, 
the fervants of the Great engage in fome in- 
ferior firirmifh, fo, in France, when kings 
had been fubdued, the parties, to fupport 
the broils of their domeftics, rnfhed on to 
mutual deftru&ion. This was not all : whilft 
the nation was exhaufted, and ambitions 
Mayors (till difputed for the reins of power, 
a troop of northern plunderers poured in, to 
bear away thofe riches, which proved the 
whole of their pofleflions. The monks, and 
priefts, whofe cunning conftantfy increafes 
in proportion to the extreme ignorance of 
the people, had found time, whilft the fol- 
diers were fighting, to amafs all the treafures. 
This facility of difcovering vaft riches col- 
lected together, and of making fuch lucky 
flrokes, held out a temptation to invafion, 
and efFe&ed the ruin of France, continually 
deftined to be the viftim of religion. It was 
in Vain that a great prince arofe. The glo- 
rious honour conferred on Charlemagne* 
whofe name adorns the calendar, but whofe 
canonization did not render the people hap- 
pier, hath been cruelly requited in the events 
of the . fucceeding reigns. Soon, the mo* 

narchy, 
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narchy, fplit into a thoufand pieces, produced 
war and calamity under a thoufand different 
forms. At length, anarchy became fome- 
what moderated, and feemed under the firft 
kings of the Capetian race to be refolved into 
fomp kind of fyftem. Then, might have 
been perceived the dawhings of a ftate, a 
nation •, but the frenzy for engaging in the 
Crufades ftarted up to obftruét it;s progrefs, 
and plunged humanity into new misfortunes. 
Thé flower of the Wejtern people, taking 
with them whatfoever riches they poflefied, 
prepared to meet death in Valeftine. This 
fury became epidemical ; it inflamed even 
that timid age, the diftinguifhing marks of 
which are gentlenels and imbecility : armies 
of children abandoned their country, and 
went alio to perifli immaturely in the Eaft, 
like thofè fwarms of locufts which, driven 
by the wind propitious to the labourers, arc 
drowned within the bofom of the waters. 
But when the minds or men were once on 
fire, it was not neceflàry that the tomb of 
Cbriji fhotild have adminiftered fuel to their 
zeal. Muft we call up the (hocking expedi- 
tion of Simon de Montfort againft the Albi* 
genfes 5 (fixty thoufand fouls Slaughtered with- 
in 
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in one city,C/>J ieven thoufand of whom fied fbf 
fhelter into the church) and that abominable 
feries of barbarities, which oinftripped the 
excefles of the other Çrufadês, as every civil 

war is more cruel than an exterior war 

- Amidft 

■ I — Mi ■«■ ! ***^mmm+k tm, » M l Il II m É— fc— ■ —I ■ i ■■■■ n 

(p) Beziers ; when the Crufadérs begcn the alfaulf, 
they afked the abbot of Citeaux, how they were to di* 
ftinguifh the Catholics from the heretics? His reply 
was, " kijl all, God will know his own»" 

" As mildnefs could only have irritated the Albî* 
genfes, Simon de Montfort, the Gideon of the Lord* 
to fpread a falutary terror amongft the>reft, condemned 
every prisoner either to the fire, or the fword. How 
was this celeftial Sagittarius dreaded by thefe heretics, 
againft whom the thunderbolt of Papal excommunica- 
tions had been fo juftly darted ! The pious catholics 
revered him as a demi-god. Having been woundea 1 in 
the thigh, by an arrow fhot from the walls of Thou- 
loufe, which he was then befieging, he would have re- 
tired to his tent, when a woman difcharged a ftone at 
-bim from a mangonel, or petrary, with fuch violence, 
that his head was quite fevered from his body. Thus 
fell this valiant, wife, and worthy man, deferving of 
a nobler fate. So ardent was his zeal, fo pure was his 
devotion, that we may compare him to the flames 
arifing from the facred incenfe, the firft, and lateft 
fparks* of which perfume and grace the altars of the 
deity." The indignation of the reader is al- 
ready roufed, and the leaft comment on t^is" deteftable 
defcription is unneceffary : that it was written fo lately 
as in the lait century, feems a melancholy proof, that 
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Àmidft this alternative of diftant calamities, 
aftd interior troubles, the fole hope of France, 
the fole humane and bountiful king,(j) at- 
tacked in his turn by the general contagion, 
grew eager to depart, and bury in ^gypt, 
himfelf, his family, and his treafures. WheA 
Vol. IL G re- 

TT l> M *«T III» ■<— l»<-^ÉXi^l II I ii' in ■ ^ 

of every (pedes of inhuman prejudices, the prejudices 
o? religion are the moil inextinguifhable. The above- 
cited account is an unexaggerated tranflation from thé 
abridgment of the life of Simon de Montfort, written 
by Mr. De la Colombiere, and inserted in " Les hommes 
illuftres, et grands capitaines François," folio. Paris 
1690. It is not eàfy to determine what the herefy of 
the Albigenfes was ï by the multitude t>f their names, 
we may guefs at the multitude of their errors : they were 
Paulicians, Manicheans, Bulgarians, Henricians, Pe- 
trobruffians, Waldenfes, &c. in fhort, under the terni 
Albigenfes, the Latins comprehended all, the adversa- 
ries of his Holinefs the pope. To ascertain the moft 
flagrant crimes of thefe feltaries, is a matter of lefs 
difficulty : they had inveighed againft fome abfurdities 
in the doctrines of the church of Rome, and cenfured 
t^e corrupted manners of her ectlefiaftics. Such guilt , 
is not within the pale of abfolution. K. 

(q) Saint Lewis, the ninth. The character of this 
prince, drawn by Mr. Gaillard, in his third volume of 
** La rivalité de la France, et de l'Angleterre," is too 
long to be inferted in a note. The length, however, 
will not be objected to in its oroper Situation. Whea 
piciures are fo highly nrnihed, we rather wifh that they 
were lefs contracted, than think they fill too large a 
fpace. K, 
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reftprcd to his native country, he conceived 
an averfion from the pôft of legiflator, rê- 
fblved to take the order of Jacobins ', and re- 
volting the fands of Africa, expired before 
Tunis, his body having, by his own directions, 
been previoufly extended on the alhes. Wars 
waged againft the empire, and the Flemings, 
to which may be added the intcftine wars of 
the great*- vaflals, continued to imbrue man- 
kind in blood, until a more extenfive theatre 
of carnage and affliction was opened at the 
accédions of Philip and Edward. The French 
governed, at one time, by a ralh king, and 
at another time, by a politic knave, had 
fcarcely accomplifhed their emancipation from 
the yoke of foreigners, when they relapfed 
into the rage of making conquefts. In Italy, 
they faw a new Pakftine. A great difpute 
arofe between the kings of France, and the 
houfe of Auftria, a difpute which cannot 
properly be faid to have terminated, until 
the treaty of Utrecht, or, in other wordy, 
the treaty of Verfailles. The wars of reli- 
gion united themfelves to the wars of ambi- 
tion, and France fcarcely efcaped from the 
Englilh, was defolated by the Germans, the 
Swifs, and 'the Spaniards, In fhort, from 

Clovis, 
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Clovis, to Lewis the fourteenth, I can no 
where perceive a fituation of affairs, which 
might be considered as a real peace, but in 
the interval between the treaty of Vervins, 
and the death of Henry the fourth.(r) 

To the calamities, which fuch frenzy oc- 
cafioned, we may join alio thofe calamities 
which derived their fource -from ignorance. 
Medicine, and the ftudy of phyfic having 
been neglected, mankind were left a prey to 
every diforder which "J e J& is heir to»(s) 
A terrible diftemper, produced by mifery and 
uncleanlinefs, the leprofy^ became epidemical 
in France. 

We may perceive that Lewis the eighth be- 
queathed an hundred crowns to each of the 
twothoufand Lazar-houfes within his king- 
dom. Allowing twenty patients to eac°h 
hofp,tal, forty thoufand wretched lepers might 
have been found within a ftate, not fo exteii- 
five by one-third, as France is at prefent. 
G 2 Corn- 



er) The treaty of Vervins was concluded by the 
fangs of France and Spain, on the fécond of May- 
IJ98. Henry the fourth was affaffinated on the four • 
teenthof May ,6io; fo that this "real peace," was 
but of lhort duration. K. 

(-0 Shafcefpeare, in Hamlet. 
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Commerce, which intereft precedes, but 
which rcafon always follows, durft not appear 
before the French, or appeared only for a 
moment, having been either perfecuted by 
fanaticifm, or plundered by avarice. When 
Jaques Cœur{î) produced fome fpecimens of 

' the 



(/) Jaques Cœur, a native of Bourges, and of ob- 
fcure parentage, was treafurer to Charles the feventh. 
In very few years, he became one of the richeft fub- 
jefts in Europe ; whether by extortion, or indefatigable 
purfaits of commerce, is not fo eafy to determine. I 
fhail take the faireft fide of the quçftion, and leave the 
proofs of his guilt to Abbé de Frefnoy,f who doth not 
appear to have redeemed him from any crime, except 
thépoifoning of Agnes Sorel. When Charles under- 
took the conqueft of Normandy, he borrowed two han- 
dled thoufend gold crowns from Jaques Cœur, which, 
in thofe times, were an immenfe fum. As a merchant, 
he tranfafted bufinefs in all parts of the world ; with 
the Turks and the Perfians in the Eaft, and with the 
Saracens in Africa. A multitude of his veffels were 
conftantly out upon the feas, and three hundred faftors, 
divided into the neceflary numbers, were ftationed at 
the different ports, to wait their arrival. The courtiers 
took the advantage of his abfence, on an embaffy at 
Laufanne, and plotted his deftruflion. On his return, 
hewasimprifoned, tried, and fentenced to make the 
amende honorable* and forfeit a thoufand crowns. As 

-his. 

f See " FbUofophie hermétique" Ivo. i74*> v.i.f 
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the advantages which might have refulted 
from it, inftead of exciting an attachment to 
this ufeful profeffion^ they awakened a bar- 
barous envy. He toas obliged to fly from 
the people whom he had enriched, and leave 
G 3 to 

his accufers were fharers in the fpoil, it is more than 
probable that his punifhraent was rather the confe- 
querice of their avarice, than ci bis guilt. His having 
refiored to a Turk, a Chriftian flave, who had quitted 
and treacheroufly betrayed his mailer, was one capital 
accufatidn ; another flagrant crime was the felling of 
arms to a Sultan of Egypt. In both thefe inftances, he 
was convi&ed ; they ftruck at the religious {pint of 
the times, in which it was not poffible (to ufe the. fine 
expreffion of the Pfalmift*), for. " righteoufiufs . and peace 
to kifs each other" In the. gratitude of his. agents, Cœur 
found a refuge from the feverity of his persecutors. 
The voluntary affef&nents to which his friends agreed, 
were the means of fupplying hinv during his imprison- 
ment, not only with neceffaries, but with.fuperfiuities. 
His efcape from the convent of Cordeliers, at Beau- 
caire, was at length efFe&ed by his nephew, wfyo con- 
' dufted him fefely to Rome. Pope Calixtus the third - 
gave him the command of a fleet againlt the Turks, with 
which he failed to Chios, and died on his arrival,, in 
1456. The little remainder of his. effeôs was after- 
wards bellowed on his children^ in consideration of the 
Cervices of their Father. The account of his having 
©ftablifhed himfelf in the ifie of Cyprus, engaged again 
in commerce, and married . a fécond wife* by whom he 
fcad daughters, is proved tp be groundlefs, in a differ- 

tatioi^ 
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to Lombards, and to Jews, the care of avenge 
ihg his caufe. Thefe laft, more odious to 
the Chriftians, were frequently treated with 
incredible feverity •, yet it was not recollected 
that they had crucified the Son of God, until 

God had permitted them to become nch.(») 

•' _[__> 

tation written by Bon ami, member of the academy of 
înferiptions, and belles lettres. Mr. de Vokaire hath 
cither not feejnt this memoir,, or having feèn it, hath 
ehofen to diflent from h : he obferves that Jaques 
Cœur followed commerce in Cyprus. K. 

(u) I dp not recoiled the king of England ,f who* 
having demanded from a Jew, a fum of money 
which he declared himfelf unable to advance, threw 
him into prifon, and directed that a certain number of 
his teeth fhould be drawn every day, until he had re* 
folved to give up his all. This barbarity was then com- 
mon* and is an example of the manners of the good old 
time. As to the reft, it appears that the Engiifh were 
acquainted earlier than the French, with the advantages 
of commerce, and agriculture. This is evident from 
a ~law of Athelllan, a prince of the Saxon dynafty 
enacting that every merchant who had made three long 
fea voyages, on his own account, and every huiband- 
man who was able to purchafe five hides of land, mould 
ke raifed to the rank of a Thane, which was fomewhat 
fiinilar to the rank of a Baron. See Hume's Hift. of 
England, 8vo. Vol. I. App. p. 224. 
. + This <was king John, <wbo demanded ten tboufand mark* 
of fil<ver, from a Jew at Briftol, and, on bis refufal, gave 
Ofders that one of his teeth Jbould be drawn daily, until be com- 
plied. At the lofs of a f event h tooth, bis refoiution failed him* 
and be advanced the money. See M. Paris. $> i6q. Stowe* 

(. 16a. K. 
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In ihort, to conclude this melancply pi&ure, 
we may afiert, that an intolerant fpfrit hâth 
raged in France, as violently as in' any 
other ftate whatever, although the inqui- 
fition was not eftablifhed- until the time of the 
Albigenfes. But whilft the courts were in- 
fected with fanaticifm, the princes and their 
ministers became themfelves inquifitors ; and 
it is of little confequence whether wç refer to 
Charles the ninth, or to the pope. I (hall 
not, here, recall to mind the fflaflacre on the 
evening of Saint Bartholomew, nor that long 
feries of tragedies, which fucceeded it. I 
will not add, as an apology for Prance, that 
during the exceedingly Ihort reign of Mary, 
eight hundred heretics were burned in Eng- 
land i and that it hath been calculated that 
under Philip the fécond more than forty 
thoufand perfons perifhed on the fcaffbld, for 
the fake of religion. AU thefe fads are too 
well known ; they hâve been deftined to ex- 
cite the horror of future ages, by that afto- 
nifhing hand, which holds at once the pallet 
of Rembrandt, and the pencil of Albano.(tf) 
It will, therefore, be fufficient for me, ta 

G 4 con- 

\ ' • . 

(xJl Mr. de Voltaire» 
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conclude this chapter, with fome reflections 
on what is called, the good old time. 

From whence can proceed this frenzy foi 
exalting the paft, ages, at the expence of 
blackening the age in which we livet? un- 
doubtedly from felf-love, which finds a. double 
fatisfa&ion in this, conduft, firft, from the 
comparifon which we form between ourfelves 
and the men whom we condemn •„ and fe* 
condly, from that (till more ftrikingly marked 
fuperiority, which affigns to us a knowledge 
of preceding times, whilft we appear in fome 
meafure to aflimilate with them, by pronounc- 
ing their eulogy. We apply to antiquity 
thofe ideas which we have entertained of 
confanguinity. The eldeft imagine them* 
felves more nearly related to it> by a degree * 
they lay claim to a fhare of its honours, and 
cry it up before the rifing generation.,^ Wc 
are but feldom jealous of the virtues of our 
anceftorsj by knowing them, wt fuppofe ouf- 
felves to be more enlightened ^ by praifing 
them, we conceive that we are more wife. Oa 
the contrary* we are dazzled by the virtues of 

our 

(y) • , < . : Laudator temporis a&i 

Se puero. ,...,,.< 

' Ho*AT% 
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our own age, andfeem afraid of facing themes) 
This error of felf-love, this contempt of fenti- 
ment, to borrow the ingenious language of 
a modern philofopher, is what the wife would 
only fmile at, were it not produ&ive of the 
greateft detriment to the progrefsof human 
reafon. What, in faft, can be. more difcou- 
raging than this perfuafion, that as we pro- 
ceed, we conftantly become worfe? What 
can be more dangerous, than never to aim 
at recovering us from our faults, but by a 
reference to thofe times, in which the ufeful 
fciences not being fufficieridy expanded, man- 
kind could only have a£ted right, by chance, 
or by inftinét ? Let us unravel this idea* 
. A war is entered upon under bad aufpices ; 
the campaign is unfortunately conducted 5 
the particular officers too attentive to their 
private interefts, in the maintenance of the 
troops, and the generals too anxious about 
their equipages, their accommodations, and 
their parade, have neglefted the prefervation 
of order and discipline ; the fervice is coldly- 
followed, without emulation, and without 

re- 

(zj Quod naturaliter audita vifis laudamus libentius, 
et pnefentia invidiâ, praeterita vener^tione profequimor j 
ft bis no? obrui, illisinflrui credimus. Vellei. Paterc 
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regularity ; depredation, a fpirit of fraud» 
and robbery infeft every branch of the admi- 
niftration; defeats, and confideraWe lofles 
are the fruits of thk relaxation ; the foldiera 
become difheartened, and the citizens dis- 
contented Some remedy muft be 

applied 5 but whi!ft good minds feek for this 
remedy, in the eftabliftiment of a natural and 
eafy difcipline, in thofe meafurcs which tend 
to conneét the welfare of particulars, with 
the general welfare, in that innocent artifice 
which, by placing honour between ambition 
and fortune, gives a kind of variety to the 
paffions, and, in fhort, in the appointment 
of an able general, whofç drift attention ta 
his duty may corredt this almoft univerfal re- 
tniflhefs, every common-place reafoner flie* 
about, repeating that the national fpirit il 
quite loft. Their conftant cry is, where are 
Çoucy? Cbatilkn and Bayard ?(a) They ima- 
gine 
'■»•'■■-' ..... , ._ 

(a) The houfe of Coucy hath produced fo many il- 
luftrious perfonages, that I "cannot pofitively aflure the 
reader to what branch of the family the Chevalier al- 
ludes. He, perhaps, means the great Engueçrand de 
Coucy, who, after having performed prodigies of va- 
lour, at th* fiege ôf Nicopoiis, in 1396, under Si- 
gifmoftd, king of Hungary, was, with many officers of 
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gine that they can call bsck the bravery of 
the paft times, and re-produce it, by thefe 

idle 

note, taken prisoner. I am thrown, by the numerous 
heroes of the name of Chatillon, into the fame dilem- 
ma, but mail choofe Gaucher de Chatillon, the con- 
fiable of France, under fix princes : The defeat of Hen- 
ry, count de Bar, the battle of Courtrai, and the ficge 
of St. Omer, have been mentioned as lignai inftances 
of that intrepidity, and conduce, by whiclT he rofe to 
eminence,, in feveral other actions of equal note. Such 
martial ardour feemed extinguifhable only with life, for 
long after the period, at which retirement would have 
been honorable, he was reaping frefti .laurels in the 
field. When he fought by the fide of Philip de Valois, 
at the battle of Caffel, he had reached his eightieth 
year. This was his laft exploit. He died on his return 
from Flanders, in 1329. The warm admirers of. the 
«good old times 1 * are much, to blame, if they forget the 
Chevalier de Bayard. When they enlarge on fuch a 
character, thofe moderns jnuft be prejudiced, indeed, 
who could refufe their tribute of applauie. I am con- 
vinced the reader will forgive me, mould I be more par- 
ticular in my account of this uncommon hero. " The 
knight without fear, and without reproach** was the title 
by which he was ufually difttnguifhed. He attended 
Lewis the twelfth, and Ferdinand of Spain, during 
that fhort war of four months, which terminated in the 
conqueft of Naples. At a battle, fought in that king- 
dom, he is faid to have defended, like another Cedes, 
the pafs of a narrow bridge, againft two hundred of 
the enemy. When Francis the firft attacked the Swifs, 
ttMarîgnan* de Bayard, who charged always neareft 

to 
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idle exaggerations, as if a loyal attachment 
to a gracious and beloved king could Be 
incrcafcd by the fuggeftion, that formerly 

the 

to his Sovereign, difplayed fuch marks of prowefs, that», 
when the victory was gained, he was rewarded with one 
of the higheft honours, which it was poffible for a fur*. 
jeel to receive, Francis condefcended to accept from 
his hand, the order of knighthood, in all the forms of 
ancient chivalry. The defence of Mezieres is 1 alone 
Sufficient to give a full idea of the military merit of De 
Bayard : it was ill fortified, and inverted by a numerous 
army of the Imperialifts. Francis would hâve burnt it» 
but the Chevalier obferved that " no place <was weak* 
" c wbere the foldiers were fufficiently intrepid to protecl it" 
This gallant remark was juftified by the event. The 
f Imperialifts were, in the end, compelled to raife a te- 
dious liege with equal infamy and lofs. At the famou* 
retreat, near the banks of the Seffia,, de Bayard» whilib 
he was fuitaining, with a fmall body of troops, the 
whole fhock of the enemy, received a mortal wound. 
\ 6 Place me, (faid the dying hero) againjl this tree, that 
* 8 I may fill front our foes, for, hawing newer yet turned 
t€ fny hack upon them, I will not hegin to do it in my loft* 
u moments" He then fent word to Francis, that " if 
" he felt it painful to part with life, it ivoj only hecauft 
€i he could no longer feme his prince" The Conftable de 
Bourbon, who, at the head of an advanced body, was 
purfuing the French, rode up to him, and declared how 
much he pitied his misfortune. " Preferve (replied the 
" Chevalier) that pity for yourfelf: it is you <who are the- 
€i proper objet* of it ; you, <who turn y cur arms againjt 
9i your King, and Country. J need not your compaj]ton\ i 
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Che Burgeffes of Calais adored a wicked 
prince.(^) Such 

** fall as I have lived, the faithful fermant of my So- 

" vereign, and his People." He, fhortly afterwards, 

expired, kifling with religious reverence the crofs of his 

fword. His body was embalmed, and fent to Grenoble, 

ills native city. The corpfe was received with royal 

honours, as it paffed through the dominions of the 

Duke of Savoy, and the nobifity attended it to th« 

frontiers. K, 

(b J Philip de Valois may truly be filled an incapable, 

and a tyrannical prince. His ill- conduced admini- 

ftration of affairs, whether foreign, or domeftic, is a 

full proof of his incapacity. The great number of his 

fubje&s, w.ho periihed, in confequence of his illegal 

judgments, mult convince us that he was a tyrant. He 

was the chief caufe of thofe misfortunes which France 

felt until the reign of Charles the feventh. As to the 

reft, thefe reflections cannot, by any conftru&ions what- 

foever, be fuppofed to attack the merit of a dramatic 

author,f equally to be refpe&ed for his talents, and 

his 

f If I miflake not, the dramatic author is Mr. de Bellay, 
wbo, fome years fwee, produced bis celebrated " Siege of Ca- 
lais." On this gentleman, the king of France beflowed the 
gold medal, long before intended for the per/on wbo Jhould 
write the befi tragedy on that fubjeS. His CbriJHan majefiy 
not only presented Mr. de Bellay 'with a tboufand crowns, but 
permitted him to dedicate bis piece to him. Although the pe- 
rufal of this play can never throw an Englifbman into the mad 
rapture of a magiftrate of Calais, yet be will be pleafed with 
the powers of the writer. The reader may, poffibly, recollecl 
the uncommon applaufe with which the reprefentation of this 
tragedy was reeivedat Calais. The magi f rates of that city, 
end the Players of Paris were animated with a rival fpirit 
of generofity. The latter refufed to accept from the former a 
propofal to pay their travelling, and acTing expences, and had 
promifed to perform gratis, when the king dire Bed that thi 
whole charge of the journey, and reprefentation, Jhould hi de- 
frayed out of tie royal coffer* K. 
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Such alfo is the cafe, in matters relative to 
the adminiftration of public affairs. -If a 
feries of deftru&ive wars hath funk the ftate 
in debt, and thrown upon the prefcnt gene- 
ration the èxceffes of the paft generation, 
no one feems willing to obferve, how necefla- 
ry it is to repair, by a long peace, the breaches 
which have been made by long, wars; -that 
the beft method of fupporting fuch expences, 
is by increafing the riches of the ftate ; that 
the more the people pay, the more liberty 
flbould be granted to them, in their commer- 
cial concerns, and every exertion of their in- 
duftry } and that the encouragement of agri- 
culture, a wife divifion of taxes, roads, ca- 
nals, and a free exportation are the true re- 
fources of the royal revenue, lnftead of 
thefe refle&ions, it is remarked that our foot- 
men wear filk (lockings, that the houfes of 
the nobility are more elegantly furnilhed, 
than they were formerly, and that the re* 
ceivers-geneçal keep miftreffes. In the old 
times, (fay they) no velvets* no laces were 

worn j 
» '■ ■ ■<■ ■ ' i » 

his vertues. It is not the intention of this writer, but 
the fulfome, and ridiculoufly-placed enthufiafm of a 
certain part of the public, which I take the liberty to 

cenfure. , . 
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worn ; there were no wardrobes, no dreffing 
rooms, no toilets; the kingdom muftfoonbc 
ruined. * - 

I repeat it again, all this could only raife a 
laugh, if fuch abfurdities, fuch ' hackneyed 
remarks were not fomething worfe than te- 
dious, and importuning ; but the great in- 
convenience arifing from popular prejudices 
is, that having a bad argument always at 
hand, men are prevented from recurring to a 
good argument. A celebrated v?nter(c) o\> 
ferves that, under the reign of Lewis the 
elevepth,(<0 plague,, and famine having by 
turns d^folated France, the only remedy 
which could be devifed to ftop thefe calami- 
ties, was tq / order prayers and proceffions. 
This example is exceedingly applicable to our 
fubjed, as the great evil occafioned by fuper- 
ftition doth not proceed from the perform- 
ance 

(cj Mr. Duclos, the' elegant author of the life of 
Lewis the eleventh. This gentleman, who was per- 
pétuai fecretary to the academy of Belles lettres, died 
in the courfe of the laft year. K. 

(d) The reign of this prince is rendered memorable 
by the ftorm of Dinan. Eight hundred pexfons who had 
efcaped from flaughter, were condemned to die. Thefe 
little executions happened alfo in the Protnol ofthegxd 
iljtime* 
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ance of idle ceremonies* or the obfervatioll 
of ufclefs fafts, but from its having deluded 
mankind into a perluafion, that the remedy 
againft their misfortunes is difcovered. It is 
a kind of convention fuggefted by ignorance, 
to preferve the union of terror and idlenefs* 
Should contagions infeft the human race* 
procédions are ordered, whilft the caufes, 
and the cure of plagues arc not the objefts of 
enquiry. Should the field mice devour the 
corn, fliould caterpillars confume the vines* 
there muft be more procédions, but no phy* 
ficians. It is not only am id ft our provinces 
that thefe notions fo generally prevail * we 
may obferve them in the beft houfes, and 
the mod falhionablc company. The good 
old time is a moral fuperftition ; it will, in- 
deed, pafs away like other fuperftitions, but 
its difappearance will be later, on account of 
thofe vain ideas with which it is çonneéted. 
Some remarks on this infatuation may poffibly 
be ufeful. 

I could wifli to know, at once, what aera 
of hiftory is to be chofen, for the objeft of 
our admiration. It is not, one would be in- 
clined to hope, the age of Fredegonde> and 
Bruqebaut; much lcfs the age of the Faineans, 

or 
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or kings who did nothing, and the mayors 
of the palace. Charles Martel, Pepin, and 
Charlemagne were/ undoubtedly, great men; 
fo alfo were Tamerlane, and Peter the firft, 
and yet we do not on that account admire the 
Tartars, and the Ruffians. Our anceftors 
under Charles Martel plundered the eccle- 
fiaftics, who had plundered their fathers : 
Charlemagne, after having deluged his coun- 
try with blood, gave laws to a barbarous • 
people. Before his time, fociety , was in its 
moft imperfeâ favage ftate ; but he himfelf 
was cruel; a lion reigning over wolves. As 
to the Carlovingians, they, like the firft Ca- 
petians, muft be forgotten. There remain 
then Philip Auguftus, and Saint Lewis. 
Here, we perceive the eftablilhmcnt of the 
féodal law ; the nobility in all their fplendor, 
and their courage exalted by the Crufades. 
At this period,, alfo, arofe the golden age of 
chivalry. But, confult the EJfay on general 
biftory % that model of bijiorico-pbilofopbical 
works; confult Mr. Hume, illuftrious in the 
fame career ; confult Abbé de Velly(*j him- 
Vol. IL H felf, 

(4) Abbé de Velly, who died in 1759, had com- 
pleted only eight volumes of hia " hiftoire de France," 

when, 
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felf, the firft of our hiftorians who hath re* 
collected that there were manners, and laws, 
and you will perceive that thefc generous 
Crufaders were perfidious towards the Greeks 
and Saracens; to each other, treacherous, 
andunjuftj and to the whole' community, 
cruel, and avaricious. Examine the hiftories 
of thofe times, and obferve how Charles of 
Anjou,(/j and his fucceflbrs conduced them- 

felves 

when it was taken up by Villaret» who begun with the 
reign of Philip the fixth, and ended at the 348th page 
tof the 17th volume* The continuation is by Mr. Gar- 
nier. The work hath been exceedingly well received in 
France. The firft part of it, however, is, in fome 

. places, inaccurate. The ftile, though not remarkable 
either for ftrength, or elegance, is eafy, natural, and 
tolerably correct. The private, character of Velly wa* 
unexceptionable, and he enjoyed a gaiety of temper» 

- with which the learned are but feldom bleft. It was 
fomething beyond the national livelinefs ; a Angularity 
which even his countrymen could not avoid remarking. 
His firft appearance as a writer was in a tranflation from 
Swift. " John Bull," or •« le Procès fans fin." K. 

(f) Charles of Anjou, brother to Saint Lewis of 
France, received the inveftiture of Naples, and Sicily, 
in 1265. In the courfe of the following year, Man- 
fred, the natural fun of the emperor Frederick the fé- 
cond, afpiring to the Neapolitan throne, fell in the 
aflion againft Charles, on the, plains of Benevento. 
The conqueror feized on all the treafures of Manfred, 

whofo 
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feïves in the courie, of their conquefts. The 
Sicilian Ve/pers have* for a long time, only 
traced out to us the perfidy of the Italians ; 
let them, for once, inform us what was the 
tyranny of their fubduers. The young Con* 
radin periftied by the hands of the public ex- 
ecutioner; Andrew of Hungary Çg) was af- 
faffinated by his wife ; poifon, and the fword 
defolated without controul the fineft countries 
of the earth, Such are the works of the good 
eld time. 

H 2 Doth 

whofe widow* and children perimed in prifon. In two 
years afterwards, Conradin, duke of Swabia, and 
grandfon of Frederick the fécond» endeavouring to re- 
cover his inheritance, was taken prifoner by Charles, 
and executed in the market place at Naples. The con- 
duet of this unhappy youth, when on the fcaffold, was 
a gallant aflertion of his right ; he threw his glove 
amongft the people, and faid, " by this token, my legal 
title to the crown devolves on Peter, Prince of Arragon." . 
A knight, at whofe feet it fell, had the courage to take 
it up, and carried it to James, king of Arragon, who 
had married a daughter of Manfred. In 1282, the Si- 
cilians revolted, and on Eafter-day, when the bell rang 
to Vefpers, maflacred nearly eight thoufand of the 
French. K. 

(g) Andrew of Hungary was the firft hufband of 
Joan of Naples, who, affifted by her lover, Lewis, 
prince of Tarento, and others, caufed him to be ftrangled 
in 1 345 • He had only reached his nineteenth year. K» 
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Doth the reader afk for inftances of another 
kind ? he may obferve the wife of Philip the 
bold accufed by a barber of having poifoned 
Lewis, and exculpated by a Beguine, or 
nun.(b) He may recolleft, that the three 
daughters-in-law of Philip the fair were con- 
victed of adultery \(i) that Enguerrand de 
Marigny(£) fell a facrifice to the jealoufy of 

* Charles 

^. ■ " ■■■■ ii.i i » 

(h) Peter de la Brofle, barber to Saint Lewis, and 
afterwards Chamberlain to Philip the bold, appreheii- 
five'that Mary the wife of thh prince might acquire too 
great an afcendancy over her hufband, accufed her of 
having poifoned Lewis, the eldeft fon of Philip, by a 
former marriage ; a nun of Niville was confulted, who 
detected the calumny, and de la Brofle was hanged. K. 

fij Margaret of Burgundy, the wife of lewis the 
quarrelfome, was convicted of adultery, and flrangkd 
in prifon. Joan of Burgundy, the wife of Philip the 
long, was alfo accufed of adultery, but her hufband re- 
ceived her again. Blanch, the wife of Charles the fair» 
was found guilty of the fame crime, but faved her life, 
by pleading the nullity of her marriage, on account 
of too near a confànguinity. K. 

(k) Marigny, defcended from an illuftrious family, 
was prime minifter to Philip the fair. It cannot be de- 
nied that he opprefled the people with taxes, altered 
the coinage, and committed feveral flagrant a&s of in- 
jaftice: but the reafon for which he was fentenced to 
death by Charles de Valois, though pretended to arifè 
jfolely from the neceffity of piuiifhing a corrupted fer- 

vant 
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Charles de Valois ; and that as vile intereft, 
and fordid avarice are the confiant attendants 
on ferocity of manners, fo when Philip de 
Valois was engaged againft Edward the third, 
the whole kingdom became a theatre of . 
treachery and treafon. The great officers, 
the chief fervants of Philip were bought, 
and penfioned by England. From difloyalty, 
they proceeded to aflaffinations, and flagrant 
afts of robbery were followed by murder» 
The murders of the conftable Lacerda, the 
duke of Burgundy and the duke of Orleans, 
are the moft notorious: (I) but how many ob- 
H 3 fcurer 

vant of the date, was grounded on the refentment 
which he bore againft him, for having on a former oc- 
cafion contradicted him in full council. Marigny was 
hanged on* & gibbet, which he himfelf had caufed to be 
erected for the execution of others. Mezerai, in his 
relation of this event, indulges his natural antipathy 
againft the gatherers of taxes, and remarks that " as 
mafier of the building, Marigny was honoured with a 
place at the. upper end of it, and took precedence of all tht 
other thieves" Charles, on his death-bed, mentioned, 1 
with much remorfe, his perfecution of this minifter, 
who had been condemned unheared. The children of 
Marigny were afterwards invefted with the eftates and 
honours of the family. K. 

(I) Lacerda, appointed conftable of France, after 
the execution of Count d' En, was affaffinated* by 

Charley 
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fcurer crimes were perpetrated either before, 
or after the commiffion of thefe more (hiking 
crimes ? if in the time of Charles the feventh* 
onefingle day of brightnefs gladdened France* 
by how terrible a reign was his fplendid* 
but toilforne reign fucceeded ? I (hould ima- 
gine that the prefent age is but little difpofed 
to receive as an apology for die crimes of 
Lewis the eleventh, that this prince hath fet 
the other kings free. His avarice, fraud» 
and cruelty, have been but too much imi- 
tated by his fubje&s* It may alfo be feen> 
when Charles the eighth marched on to a 
conqueft tolerably lawful, if any - conqueft 
^ caa 

Charles the wicked» of Navarre, in revenge for his 
having obtained thw earldom of Angouleme» which 
Charles had claimed as the marriage portion of his. 
wife» the daughter of John» king of France. Lewis» 
duke of Orleans» was affaffinated at Paris» in Novem- 
ber, 1407, by order of the duke of Burgundy. This 
murder was the origin of thofe diffentions between the 
houfes of Orleans» and Burgundy» which proved fa 
fatal to France. John» duke of Burgundy, was tab- 
bed on the bridge of Montereau, at an interview with 
the Dauphin, in September 1419. Hiilorians have - 
doubted whether this murder was premeditated ; neither 
is it certain that Tanequi du Çhaftel committed it. 
The reader may fee this point very ably difcuiTed in the 
third volume of " Effais fur Paris," -by Mr. de Ste. 
Foix. K« 
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can be lawful, what opinion this Italy, al- 
ready fa corrupted, had formed of the French ; 
our hiftorians defcribe the Italians a» traitors, 
nor are they miftaken : the hiftorians of Italy 
paint the French ferocious, covetous, and 
debauched j they alto are not miftaken. Let 
us read Guiccfardini in particular, and we (hall 
foon difcover his opinion of the barbari 
Francefi. 

We admire Francis the firft, and becaufe 
he told Charles the fifth that he lied in his 
throat, we fuppofc him to have been more 
brave and fpirited than this emperor. More 
impartial modern writers(flO have proved that 
Francis the firft, although extremely valiant, 
was much more rafh, and not bolder than 
H 4 Charles 

' ' ' ■ ; ' ' ' 

v (m) See " Effai far Phiftoire générale," by Mr. de 
Voltaire, and " Vie de Francois I," by Mr. Gaillard. 
The lafr work was publifhed in 1766, in four volâmes, 
i2mo. and is in all refpééls what the French call a 
thef-d 'oeuvre. There is another excellent performance, 
for which every nation in general, and two great king- 
doms in particular, are greatly indebted to Mr. Gaillard ; 
and tfcis is " Hiftoire de la rivalité de la France, et de 
l'Angleterre, 3 vols. ïamo." Too much can never be 
advanced in favour of a work, the direel: tendency 
of which is to extinguifh national hatred, and to in- 
fpire a fpirit of peace, by evincing the abfordity andL 
inutility of war, K. 
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Charles the fifth; that he certainly fought 
like a true knight, but that he forfeited hit 
word, and had recourfe to artful fubterfuges, 
in order to break through thofe engagements, 
into which he had entered. It is, befides, 
evident, how little the adminiftration of juf- 
tice was attended to, during the reign of this 
king. Iniquitous and arbitrary commiffions 
determined the fate of the princes, and chief 
fubje&s of the ftate. Fanaticifm arofe in all 
its violence. We may recollect thofe hor* 
rible executions under Oppede, and Guerin» 
at Cabrieres, and Mtrindole.(a) The he- 
retics 

(n) Oppede was the firft prefident, and Guerin, 
counfellàr to the parliament of Aix. An ordinance 
-wasiflued in, 1540, duelling that fuch houfes, cailles, 
and forts, .in Merindole, and Cabrieres, as bolonged 
to the Vaudois h redes, mould be razed to the ground. 
Nineteen of the principal inhabitants of Merindole 
were condemned to u;e names. They prevailed oh the 
cardinal Sadolet to intercede for them with Francis the 
firft, who promifed to ipare them, on condition that 
thty abjured their errors. The Vaudois were inflexible», 
and Oppede, affifted by Guerin, at length proceeded ta 
execution. With a little army, raifed for the purpofe» 
they fell on thefe defencelefs people, killed all they 
met, and burned the houfes, granaries, corn fields, and 
trees. The fugitives were purfued by the light of the 
fires. Sixty men* and thirty women were all who. re- 

mained 
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retics were purfued, gibbets were ere&cd, 
and the (lakes were lighted, whilft Francis 
entered into an alliance with the Turks, and 
converfed with Clement Marot.» 

Ifhall 



mained in Cabrieres ; they furrendered on a promife of 
pardon, and were inttantl) maflacred. During this re- 
ligious perfecution, forty-four villages were reduced to 
allies, and more than three thoufand perfons, of all 
ages, and of both fexes, p^riflied either by fire, or the 
{word. Thefe barbarities were afterwards enquired into 
by the parliament of Paris. Oppede exculpated him- 
felf, and. was releafed ; but Guerin, accufed of other 
crimes, all foreign to the purpofe, fuch as a mif ap- 
plication of the royal provisions, calumnies, prevari- 
cations, &c. was fentenced to be hanged, and fuffered 
at Paris in 1554. Mr. dc Voltaire, who obferves that 
he was executed on account of the maffacre of Cabri- 
eres, and Merindole, hath adopted the miftakes of 
former hiftorians. K. 

(%) The better half of the charaaer, which. Martial 
gives of himfelf, is far from being applicable to Marot; 
" Lq/civa eft nobis pagina, <vha proba eft". The morals 
of the French poet were diflblute to an extreme ; many 
of his epigrams are a-lmoft as full of wit, as of inde- 
cency. In a charaâer fo inconfiftent, it is not lingular 
to find the mingled flights of piety, and debauchery. 
The fame hand from which we receive an obfeene bal- 
lad, prefents us with a tranilation of the Pfalms. The 
lait was cenfured by the Sorbonne. Marot died greatly 
diftrefled in 1544. He had been valet de chambre to 
Francis/ K. 
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I fhail only mention the civil wars which 
have filled up the interval between this prince, 
and Henry the fourth, to make one obferva- 
tion ; and this is, that many perfons have en- 
tertained a groundlefs belief, that it was the 
Medicis, who corrupted the morals of the 
nation, and deftroyed the ancient fpirit of 
chivalry. With regard to morals, they who 
know of what diforder Francis the firft, 
and Lewis the twelfth dkd',(p) they, who not 
having been at the trouble of enquiring into 
the anecdotes of thofe times, reft contented 
with reading the epigrams of Clement Marot, 
and the entertaining, but exceedingly ob- 
fcene performance of the Curate ofMeudw^q) 

which 

(p) Lewis the twelfth, when he was fifty-three, ef. 
poufed Mary, the filter of our Henry the eighth. She 
was fixteen. The amorous king forgot his tender con- 
fiitution, and fell a martyr to the enjoyment of bçauty» 
in leû than four . months after the marriage, . .... A 
diforder, at that period * almofi incurable, and under 
which he had languished nine years, proved fatal to 
Francis* The hufband of the fair Feroniere became a 
willing invalid, that he might make a raithlefs wife de» 
ltroy a rival, whom he duxil not openly oppofe. K. 

(q) The curate of Meudon is the celebrated Rabe- 
lais, to whofe learning, wit, humour, and indecency, 
few are Grangers. His Gargantua is dedicated to the 

cardinal 
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which is dedicated to a cardinal, may eafily 
conceive what pains it muft have coft the Me- 
diets, to convert the French into libertines, 
Sound morals, as we fhall have occafion to 
prove in the fequel, are not the fruits of opi- 
nion, but of toil : they are not to be found 
amongft the rich and indolent : they flee, in 
particular, from all thofe who live amidfl: 
perils, and difturbances ; a dangerous life, and 
a licentious life are fynonimous terms. There 
was no reafon why Chivalry fhould have been 

more 



cardinal de Tournon. It is but juftice to the memory 
of Rabelais, to take notice of a very fcarce book, in ' 
oclavo, the full title of which is t€ Lesfonges drolatiques 
de Pantagruel f ; contenant plufieurs figures, de V invention de 
Maître Rabelais ; et dernier oewure ficelui, pour la re- 
creation des bons eftrits" Paris, le Bref on, 1565. This 
work, without any difcourfe, or more particular ex* 
planation, than what is prefented in the title, and aa 
epiftle dedicatory which follows it, contains an hundred 
and twenty Angular, and original figures, engraven on 
wood. It feems evident that thefe were the cuts, which 
iêrved as models, to the celebrated Callot, when he ex- 
ecuted thofe grotefque figures, with which the collectors 
of prints are fo well acquainted, and of which Callot 
pafles for the inventor. Mr. de Bure, to whom I am 
indebted for this information, very juftly remarks, that 
we mould fometimes flrip the moderns of their pretend- 
ed difcoveries, were we to rummage oftner amongft 
thofe works, which have appeared before theirs. K. 
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more exempted from libertinifm, than the 
profèfiion of fmugglers, or failors. 

A learned academieian(r) hath been pleafed 
to decorate with Attic graces, the pi&ure of 
our ancient knights, as if defirous of infufing 
into their charatter the gentlenefs of his 
manners, and the delicacy of his ftile. But 
his candour, truly worthy of his iubjeâ:, hath 
not permitted him to leave us too long under 
the delufions of enthufiafm, and, like* aft 
orator moved with the tears of his audience, 
he informs us in his fifth memoir, that, pro- 
bably, not one fyllable of what he hath ad- 
vanced, concerning the vertue of thefe 
knights, is true. I fhall take him at his laft 
word, and think with him, that Chivalry was 
only a pedantic, and ceremonious foctety of ig- 
norant > and quarrelfome men. That, by the ma- 
jority of them, religion was no letter ferved than 
the ft ate. That having made a vqw to ex alt > 
and defend each other, they had been invefted by 
the church with the titles of Patrons, Vifcounts y 
&c. notwithftanding all which, they had in- 
ceffantly abufed their powers, to the prejudice 
even of tbofe who had been placed under their 

fafeguard. 

(r) See five memoirs on chivalry, by Mr. de la Curat 
it $U. Palaye. Me/a. de Vacad. da inferip. v. 20* 
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fafeguard. That proteffors only in the name, 
but real oppreffors, they bad feized on tbofe pof- 
feffionS, which they were to have defended, the 
which identical feizures had introduced the im- 
propriations of tithes. That JlriSlly tied down 
to the daily performance of particular duties, 
they imagined that they bad pur chafed by certain 
praflices, the right of violating all the laws of 
chrifiianity. That if their religion was no more 
than a confufed heap of fuperjlition, we are not 
obliged to adopt a different idea, relative to their 
gallantry, and the innocence of their commerce 
with the ladies. ? hat as their devotion was but 
one remove from irréligion, fo their enthufiafm in 
love , was but one remove from- the moft horrible 
debauchery. That the morals never bad been 
more corrupted, or the prevalence of liber tinifm 
more univerfal. That for the convenience of 
tbefe vices , particular Jlreets, and quarters of 
Paris were the fixed places of refort, and that 
even Saint Lewis complained, that an infamous 
receptacle was ftuated behind bis tent. That 
we muft difiruft the applaufe, beftowed on the 
pafl ages, and that two or three centuries before 
Marot, writers hady like him, alluded with re- 
gret, to that influence of love, fo peculiar to the 
good old time. That the confummate ignorance 

of 
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ef the knights* and the confidence which they 
were obliged to place in the officers of juftice* be- 
came the fource of every fpecies of vexatious pro* 
fecutions : infhort* that thefe new tyrants of the 
people found* in their turn* more dangerous ty* 
rants amongft the Clerks and Ecclejiaftics* who 
bad been appointed magiftratès. Thefe were a 
jet of ignorant* immoral men* converfant only 
in calculations of finances y and the difhoneft cavils 
ef the law. 

What can be added to the tèftimony of 
this learned author, whofe too favourable an- 
ticipation is all to which we muft objed ? let 
us conclude, by obferving that, in order to 
regret the good old time* it is neceflary to be 
ignorant. It muft however be confeflèd that, 
in thefe times, ignorance is flill no rarity. 



CHAP; 
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CHAP. III. 



The influence of the revival of learning upon the 
condition of Mankind. 



N. 



O W, that our rapid* but extended ob- 
fervations have conducted us to an epoch, at 
no confiderable diftance % from the prefent 
times, it may be neceflary to refer to our 
principal objedt. Examining whether man- 
kind had hitherto acquired that degree of hap* 
pinefs, to which, in a ftate of fociety, they 
might have formed prétendons, we did not 
remain fatisfied with having (hewn that they 
were very far removed from it, but concluded 
it neceflary to enter into a detail, concerning 
theobftacles which retarded their progrefs. 
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We have fearched into hiftory, and amidft 
the number of years which its records have 
laid open to our view, have but too accurate- 
ly traced the proportion of caufes, to effefts ; 
and too fully are we convinced, that the peo- 
ple were not only ftrangers to real happinefs, 
but that they had never taken the road which 
might have led to it. Our furprife diminifh- 
ed, but our concern increafed, when we felt 
the convi&ion that the moft efteemed go- 
vernments, and the moft revered legiflations 
have never been dire£ted to that fole end of 
all government,, the acquijition of the great eft 
welfare of the great eft number of individuals : 
but m amends for this melancholy pi&urc of 
the paft, enlivening rays of hope arife, as we 
look forward at the future, whilftour opi- 
nion of the prefent abounds with comfort. 
If we have admired our anceftors the lefs, we 
have efteemed our contemporaries the more, 
and the more alfo do we expert from our pof- 
terity. Nothing, therefore, remains, but to 
remove the objections which might prevent 
the reader from concurring with thefe fen- 
jA timents: in order to effeft this, we {hall at- 
tempt to prove, firft, that a principal tending 
towards perfection, a caufe of amendment» 

çxift 
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tfxift at prefent ; fecondly, that this principle* 
and this caufe have already adted in a very fen- 
fible manner. 

Howfoever writers may have been feduced 
by the livelinefs of the imagination* or the 
fubdety of the underftanding, to queftion 
whether the fciences were advantageous to 
mankind, fuch frequently affeSed doubts can 
be referred only to the comparifon between 
humanity in a ftate of nature, and humanity 
in a focial ftate. In either cafe, it mult be 
acknowledged as an eftablifhed principle, that 
man cannot, in his focial capacity, be too en- 
lightened. Placed within a phyfical, political 
and moral fyftem, a fmall part of one great 
whole, his duties arife from his relations $ 
and that being will be faid to have reached 
the heighth of moral perfection, who (hall 
have fully comprehended in what manner he 
ought to co-exift with the reft. It is clear,' 
therefore, beyond a doubt (hat there is a 
fcience, a dodkrine for each individual ; and 
equally certain is it, that there is a fcience 
for focieties, for empires, and for mankind 
in general. But why, at the fame time, is 
this fo neceflary a fcience thus difficult to be 
acquired ? we fix the sera of the revival of 
Vol. II. I literature 
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liçer^t^e near the fifteenth century; the 
eighteenth century now app*o^chçs its con- 
clufion, and three hundred years have elapf- 
edj beforç fo important a ftudy hath pa^ffed 
i(3 firft rudiments. Befides, the traces of li- 
terature weçe perceptible previous to, its re- 
vival Why* then, during this fenfible* 
though momentary reign, did k not produce 
apy p( tliQjfe effefts, which we at prefect ex- 
peftfrofflj, ist thefe are two .important ob- 
jectons, Wç rçere defiçqus of preventing 
then?, a/fld fhajl, now reply to thera. 

To. (u.çceed the better, let u$, for a mo- 
ment,' have recoure tQ the dialp&ic of So- 
crates, $pd qfo our'fappofed adyeifary, if be 
h/içh sever, knprçrit persons,, who pofifefled 
eiegppt hoyfes, ^nd { yf t wecç without furni- 
ture-, grçat lords, w£p qficugied. n^gnificeat 
palaces, aftdy^t ^n^dniecdïàBW;, prince^ 
who If ept iplendid courts,, exhibited public 
fgeftacles, g^ve feafts, and y^O had Qgithgr 
troops, nor money, -, if he cannot deny this^ 
let nfea(| l^n}, why. ^ would haye ajajvkind,, 
in general^ conduct theqafelyQs more con- 
formably to, their interests, tjian mankind 
taken, iqdjvidwUy ? he is pofitive thftt good 
laws are more; ferviceable than fine looking- 

glaffcs. 
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glafles, and that great roads are more ne* 
ceflfcry than velvet clothes : neverthelefs we 
have brought our ldoking-glafles , to per- 
feftion, before dur laws, and our manufac- 
tures before our roads. It is becaufe that 
when reafon awoke, her faculties were not 
progrefiively and naturally expanded; it is 
becaufe a thoufand different circumftanccs 
maintained all influence over her firft efforts* 
and changefd her direction. We generally 
err, by eonfidering things too abftra&edly* 
and by fquaring our notions with certain ex- 
prejfions, which are frequently no more than 
figures, or abridged formularies, ferving to 
colle& our ideas. In fatty the words revival 
4f literature* infancy ef teafon % and unfolding 
knowledge -ptefem themfelves more eafily to 
the mind, titan all thofe circumftanccs which 
have either accelerated* or retarded the ftepa 
of our pr ogrefs* 

It is well known that at the deftruftion, at 
at leaft the final abafemertt of the Grecian em* 
pire, the Mtifes fled for flicker into Italy* 
Thus much is fufficient to fatisfy our a*- 
riofity. We perceive the fciences trarifplânt- 
ed into a new foil, wheVe they itrike a deepf 
root, grow, extend their fhadcs, produce 
I 2 many 
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many flowers, and at lad fonie fruits : we 
accuftom ourfelves no longer to behold fo 
interefting an objedt, but in the fame point 
of view ; it fecms enough that the imagina- 
tion is fatisfied, without exercifing the judg- 
ment. And yet the Italians have (hewn, in 
fome profound diflertations, that the revival 
of letters was not folely owing to the Greeks. 
In fa£t, Dante, and Petrarch had preceded 
Lafcaris, and Hieronymus. And if the har- 
mony and graces of Ariofto are owing to the 
lefibns of the laft, it muft be confefled that 
they are fine and forward fruits. There 
muft, therefore, be other principles to which 
it may be neceffary to refer, and it fcems na- 
tural to fearch for them, amidft the political 
fituation of fome of the ftates of Europe. 

Mr. de Voltaire hath very juftly ob- 
ferved, that, during no inconfiderable fpace 
of time, Rome was truly the capital of the 
Chriftian world, and the Pope a kind of in- 
dependent, univerfal monarch. But this em- 
pire, fupported only by opinion, muft have 
proved incapable of uniting magnificence with 
authority, and profit with pleafure, unlefs it 
had been attached to fome temporal fovereign- 
ty, unlefs it had enjoyed fome certain do- 
main, 
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main, where the £unds r produced by verbal 
commerce* and a fpiritual exchange, might 
have bee» realiied. Previous to the fifteenth 
century, whether the Pontiffs . refided at 
Rome, or whether they fought an afylum in 
Avignon, as they were either-conftantly befet 
with a rebellious populace, and ambitious 
emperors, or entirely eclipfed by the fo- 
vereign, to whom they ahrtoft became as fub- 
j.e£b, they found it impoflible to attend to 
anything,, except their power, and their of- 
tentation. It was, therefore, neceflary that 
the Popes, in order to encourage the fciences, 
ihould have conftantly refitted in a ftate of 
uninterrupted; tranquility at Rome, Perhaps 
fonafcthing more was neceflary, perhaps a Lea 
tbt tenth was. wanting to fiJi the pontifical 
throne. 

Undoubtedly, fince literature was deftined 
to fiourifh again in Europe, it ought to havç 
rifen within a mild climate, and under a fe~ 
rene fky ; in a country where nature haftened 
all 7 her productions, and -left the leaft for* 
man to afk. It fhould have revived, par- 
ticularly, amongft a people whom commerce- 
had rendered rich, induftrioys, and .curious»; 
aadwho, recollecting the gloiy of their a«- 
l £ ccftors^ 
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ceftors» felt always within their own brcafts, 
the fee4s of emulation, and a fecret mur- 
muring againft the barbarifm of the times. 
Who» in this pi&ure, doth not perceive 
Italy, and efpecially Florence ? thou, Happy 
Florence I dear to every people, free, yet hot 
ambitious, rich, yet not conquering F thou, 
New Athées \ and yet far more amiable, far 
more fortunate than Athens, fince without 
falling under the yoke of tyrants, thou haft 
rather appeared to abdicate, than to lofe thy 
liberty, and haft, in faâ» only exchanged it» 
for the mildeft of aU governments. 

The Medici, that, illuftrious houfc, of 
which onefex hath been faefteemed, and the 
other fex fo detefted by the people* the Me» 
did are juftly confidered as the reftorers o# 
arts and fciences. Since no one hath refuftd 
them thi3 honour, it feems natural to examine 
by what principles they were aéfcuatcdi, who* 
they fo, liberally encouraged them. The Me- 
dici were all rich, and magnificent; this cir~ 
cumftance is fufficient to explain thp rcafon, 
why they took delight in raifing edifices* in 
exhibiting public ihews, and in collecting 
ftatues, pidures, and books. They were* 
notwithHanding, prompted by another mo* 

tive> 
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five* which wé cahilôt pâfe ever in filëhcé. 
Until they became Sovereigns; they had been 
Démagogues, obliged to humour the prevail- 
ing fpirit of the people, and to make à Hand 
againft the ôppofite party. Now, from then: 
magnificence, they drew thé chief arms Which 
they employed» Machiavel relatés, that Pétér 
and Lauférice de Mèdiris* threatened by a 
terrible conlpiràcy, in confequencé of Which 
owe of theih afterwards periflied, flattered 
theiftfelVfes with the pfcfiibïlity of averting it, 
by giving the people à ftRival, and a grand 
IheW. It appears that Léo thé tenth only 
followed the peculiar taftc of his family; err 
bis dwi\ inclinations, when hé indulged in 
every kind of pleàfure. Perhaps too, he was 
Willing that the fenfes Ihouldi concur to the 
eftabliflimtnt x>f thé empiré of opinion, and 
actually thought that by cmbfellifhing Rome, 
he fliould render it more réfpeftable. Be this 
as it will, it is «tretnely certain that found 
philofophy, a love of good, and truth, had 
no fhare in thefe firft encouragements, which 
feem rather to have been diflfafed, from mere 
liking, amongft the arts and fciences, than 
amongft ferious and ufeful refearches. The 
fovereigns whô ercét and decorate magnifi- 
I 4 * cent 
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tent palaces, muft find a Michael AngeU is z 
Raphael, or a Carracbio : rich, and powerful 
individuals, defirous of fecuring to themfelves 
the favour of the people, by displaying the 
attrapions of pieafure, are fure of forming 
pocts > and artifts. Thus luxury, which, ia 
Italy, fprang from commerce, and fuper- 
ftition, conduced to Florence, and to Rome* 
the fine arts and polite literature. (s) 

Bpt, ineffectually muft Princes have en- 
deavoured to infpire the people with a taffie, 
and pallions like their own, unlefs they had 
discovered a natural inclination in their minds, 
a favourable circumftance, and fucb, that 
whilft the one a&ed, the other became at 
leaft attentive. It is in this refpeft, I fhould 
fuppofe that the fubverfion of the empire of 
the Eaft may be confidered as a Secondary 
caufe of the revival of letters. Indeed, it 
cannot be too often repeated, that the Greeks 
were the greateft enemies of reafon. Bacon 
hath humoroufly ôbferved* that all their phi- 
lofophy wore a charafteriftic of childhood, 

that 

ft J The age of Pericles was the age of arts to Athens» 
becaufe this celebrated general expended in ornament, 
ing the city, all the money which had; been produced 
by his concjuefts, and the contributions of allies. 
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that it was reaày at babblings but unable to en- 
gender.(t) Whilft any fchools exifted in 
Greece, there remained, if I may be allowed 
the expreffion, manufactories of words, in 
which a moft dangerous contraband trade was 
carried on, within the empire of reafon. It 
was a fortunate ftroke in favour of the human 
underftanding, when the fabre of the Turks 
cut afunder the gordion knot of this miferable 
logic, Befides, the fubtlety of the Grecian 
fchools was become a double obftacle to the 
revival of letters, becaufe, by exercifing itfelf 
on theological fubjeéts, it kept the holy fee 
continually in play, and prolonged the endlefs 
difputes between the two churches. The 
popes had good reafon to prefer the con- 
troverfy of the Koran, to the controverfy of 
Photius : thus tranquility, the repofe of the 
mind, induced the people to receive the fine 
arts with that attention, of which they ftood 
in need, during the firft momçnts of their 
revival. 

The 

(t) Et do utilitate apertè dicendum eft f pientiam 
iftam, quam a Gracis potiffimum haufimus, pueritiam 
quamdam fcienti* videri, atque habere quod proprium 
eft puerorum, at ad garriendura prompta, ad generan- 
dum invalida, et immatura fit. Inftauratio magna. 
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The poffibility of amufing mankind was a 
great point gained, and yet many fteps were 
to be taken, before they could be rendered 
fufceptible of inftruôion. It was owing to 
oftentation, and vain curiofity, that book*, 
and manufcripts were collefted. But, whtlft 
the Great purchafed, their librarians read. 
. Cabinets have been frequently opened to dif- 
play the magnificence of their contents* yet 
perfons have entered them who fought only 
for fcience. It was, ncverthelefs, natural that 
the ftudy of books (hould have preceded the 
t ftady of things. Manufcript9 were incom- 
plete, and copies incorreft. To read uftj- 
fully, it was firft neceffary to read right. Thfe 
fcholar was 1 anxious to fupply ofoiffion^ and, 
reéHfy errors ; he compared manufcripts, arid 
collated copies. To effetft this, it was not 
only requifite perfectly td under ffaftd the dead 
languages, but to poflefe a pTôfôund know- 
ledge of hiftory. From thcfe ftudies arbfe 
the commentators, the fcholiafts, precurfor*, 
ôr the advanced guard of fcience. From 
hence, refulted two great conveniences. 
Knowledge became more eafy, and the fa- 
culties of thé mind more acute, and power- 
ful. And here, I muft take the liberty to 

obferve* 
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obferve, that ignorant vanity, and pre- 
sumptuous idknefs alone could pofiibly cflfeft 
a falfe contempt for thofe rcfpeéiable men, to 
whom we owe fuch fine editions, fuch illus- 
trations of ancient authors.fgj * Alas) .what 
Jhould we have been without them ? in this 
age of pleafure, and of diffipation, where is 
the man of learning, who could have the. 
refdlution, barely to undertake what they 

have executed ? 

The 



(u) The Scaligcrs, the family of Stephens, Sal- 
mafias, Rhodoman, Groaoviu*, Ifaac, andMeric Ca- 
&nbon, are turned into radicale only by the pretended 
men of learning, who reading no cla£cs, excepting 
thofe which their regents had formerly explained to 
them, boaft that they underftand Latin, becaule they 
comprehend fome parages in feme particular anthers* 
As for me, who lay no claim to this great facility» I 
like to fludy the ancients folely in thefe valuable Fa- 
riorum editions, which are ftill to be met with, in the 
libraries ef the curious literati. I find it impoffible to 
perde them, without admiring the aftonifhing fagacity, 
with which thefe learned fcholiafb have reftored, and ex* 
plained the text, by a reference to manners, and cuf- 
toms, and the manners and cuftoms, by connecting 
them with an infinite number of quoted pafiages, to 
which the generality of readers would have paid no at* 
tention. This is a tribute of gratitude, which a lover 
of letters, who certainly doth not pretend to erudition, 
with pleafure, offers to their memory. 
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The magnificence of princes, and the la- 
bours of the firft literati, arrived then by flow 
degrees, at the power of facilitating the entry 
©f fcience, by removing all the rubbifh, and 
all the ruins which impeded its progrefs ; but 
this knowledge, tHe attainment of which was 
rendered poffible, was never any thing more 
than the knowledge of the ancients. Now* 
we have already proved-that it had not hitherto 
made the leaft advances towards that univçt> 
fal end of all philofophy, the acquifition of the 
greateft welfare of the greateft number of indi- 
viduals. 4 We muft have obferved how all the 
Jegiflations proceeded on falfe principles, fa 
that even down to eur times, reafon may be 
faid only to have agitated herfelf within the 
cradle. When thefe ftudies had been revived* 
ftill mankind remained, for a while, at a 
greater diftance from the propofed end* than 
they had ever been. Such, in fad, is. the 
propenfity of the human mind, that, like a 
Jeech, it receives its nonrifhment, by ad- 
hering only to a particular part. When ap- 
plying to the reading, the ftudy, and the ex- 
planation of books, books foon become all 
its doétrine, it is wedded to them, it reveres 
them a and being exclufively taken up with 
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tfhem* it ends by fubftituting the inftrument 
hi the place of the work. He who admires 
authors too much, finds it difficult to furpafs 
them,(#) and all worfhip degenerates into fu- 
perftition. Thus erudition, though engaged 
in imoo thing the path for genius, retarded its 
birth* Nor did it fee the light, but under 
the empire of credulity. A vaft curtain was 
drawn over nature. Mankind accuftomed 
tq fix their attention on heaven, were ignorant 
of the earth, which they trod under foot; 
the earth, that extenfive depofitory of the ar- 
chives of the world, that fandluary of na- 
ture, from whence the mind and body receive 
an equal nourifhment. 

If, amidft the iplendid days of Greece, 
and beneath the reign of liberty, philofophi- 
cal difputes were fufficient to put all minds 
in motion, to engage the whole attention, 
and to occafion a negleft of every other ftudy, 
what diforders muft they not have produced, 
•when united with the interefts of heaven, 
when the falvation of fouls was linked with 
fcphifms, and when the mod intolerant fe- 
ver ity, 



(x) Vix enim datur authores fimul* et admirari, et 
fupcrare. Bacon, inflauratio magna. 
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verity, perpetually changing fides, clofed 
the train of all opinions with public executi- 
ons? it was then, that & general eombuftion 
«gedequaHy within the moral order, and the 
political order *, it was then, that civil wars 
loufed up a frefti impediment to the progrefs 
of riafon. Unfortunately* the greateft pa- 
iron of letters became the indirect caufe of 
thofe evils which furrounded them. Leo the 
tenth encouraged letters by his magnificence * 
but this magnificence had drained his trea- 
futes* and be perceived that feme treasures 
we*e exceedingly neeefiary, to fupport that 
ipiritoal empire, which, he had invefted with 
fojnuch luftre, he contrived a commerce of 
indulgpncies* and as the excefs of impofitions 
is the lait ftage of defpotifm T every foul re* 
voked, and grew feafible that feivation» bad 
. beej* rated at too dear a price. Hence arofe 
that long ferres- of wass T concluding only with 
the peace of Weftphalia, wars, an confc- 
quence of which* the empire of reafonloft 
all who had enlifted under their ftandards, 
and whoy by the violence of their contentions,* 
inflamed even thofe cooler men, who would 
willingly have flood neuters. 

But 
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But the impulfiQQ having been once thrown 
into aâion, thç progreffive motion, however. 
eafily it might have changed its dire&ion» 
could not have ftopped entirely, Whilft the 
human mind grew civilized amongft a more 
general number of individuals, it was only 
amongft 'a fooler number* that it became 
ealightened. Poetry, began to improve in 
France, and England, whilft the ftudy o£ 
phyfica» by feme important, bm dctacled 
cjifcaveries, already pointed out the pat hi x 
which it 1vas deftined one day to. purfae. A 
fuhlime Gawm&i the ilkrftrious Bacon, bad en^ 
timely traced it : bu& it was not uutil thefbe- 
cecding ceatucy, that this writer found arcy 
difciples. Mwitagne,(y.) by producing that 
excellent work, which, ftill remains, the moft 
phUoibphical of any which, we have, wrought 
no effe& on his contemporaries;, £b that io 
may be obferved of thefe two aftorafhing au- 

thorsy 

« ■ 1 i ■ 1 ■■ m m 1 p m n i . i 

(y) If, when Montagne firft published his eifays, 
the French had been but half as unprejudiced, as the 
elegant author of this work, theobfervation that- none 
b,ut foreigners did juftice to his merits, muft have 
proved groundlefs. Whenfoever the writings of Mon* 
tagne are thrown into an honefl balance, learning, phi* 
lofôphy, wit, and humour will considerably outweigh 
his v erpors, his egotifms, and even his indecency. K. 
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thors, that their light Jhined in darknefs, and 
the darknefs comprehended it not. * Thus a fyf* 
tematteal fpirit prevailed always in phyfics» 
and a dogmatical fpirit in morality. 

But whilft a flow fermentation was felt with* 
in the republic of letters, a dreadful fermen- 
tation overthrew political focieties. The Spa- 
nifti ambition having (hattered its forcç, in 
the ftruggle againft the coufage of Henry, 
and the obftinate perfeverance of thf Hoi-" 
landers, hatred and vengeance, for a long 
time, wore the made of fear, and the cardinal 
de Richelieu contrived to eftablifh the fu- 
periority of the houfe of Bourbon, by per- 
fuading Europe that he (till defended it againft 
the houfe of Auftria. The wars of Lewis 
the thirteenth refembled the agitation of the 
waves, after a temped. They were, indeed, 
% troublefome, and tormenting motions, but 
the firft caufe was weakened. Scarcely had 
the treaty of Munfter, and the Pyrenean 
treaty prefcribed perpetual bounds to the 
heirs of Charles the fifth, when Europe per- 
ceived with aftonifhment, that fhe had only 
exchanged a matte*-. Lewis the fourteenth, 
born at a time when diflentions were on the 
point of ceafing, drew the happieft advan- 

> tages 
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fcages from that fatiety, which fuch troubles 
had occafioned. Henry the fourth was in- 
volved in civil wars ; Lewis the thirteenth 
was engaged in quelling revolts : there re- 
mained only fome flight difturbances for 
I ,ewi$ the fourteenth to fupprefs. Ftys youth, 
his figure, a certain greatnefs of foul as vi- 
fible in the refinements of his tafte, as in his 
features, foon diffufed a frelh enthufiafm 
through minds already forfeited with theo- 
logy» and harrafled by the bigotry of the 
preceding reigns. A lady, with whom the 
young monarch had opened a ball, faid, as 
ftie returned to her feat, " It muft be confejfed 
that this prince was born to be the mafter of the 
world" Such a remark, proceeding from the 
ingenuous dilates of felf-love, included an ex- 
tenfive meaning, and all the nation never made 
a better diftinftion. In faft, princes are to the 
majority of the people, not only chiefs who 
govern them, but comedians who amufe them. 
If the a&or performs his part well, if he hath 
a noble and majeftic air, the loweft fubjeâs 
pay with ple^fure for their places, and crowd 
into the pi', without an apprehenfion of being 
trodden underfoot. All thofe officers, who 
bad fignalized themfclves, in the war of thirty 
Vol. II. K years k 
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years, Were (till full of vigour and glory, 
The youth, who faw and liftefted to therfi, 
glowed with a 'defire of emulating their mi- 
litary vertues. 'thus, it was but one ftep 
from the minuets at the Luwure* to the fron- 
tiers of the Low-countries. The conqueft of 
Flanders, and of Frahché-Comté, announced 
tô Europe the ôbjeft ôf a long calamity. 
Stopped in his career, by a nation, to whom, 
but half a century before, the very name had 
been refufed, the monarch, wounded to the 
heart, felt his fpirit of rivalry embittered with 
Vexation, Hence' arofe the war of 1672* 
%hich as it rendered him odious to Europe, 
fo alfo it made way. for the defeats at Hochfttt^ 
and RarhiUes. But ail thefe great events, with 
which no reader is unacquainted, ait only ap* 
plicable to our ftrbjeft, as difcovering to us 
the prevailing fpirit of the age of Lewis the 
fourteenth, and furnilhing us with fbme idea 
of this celebrated prince, whofe court, and 
ftates, becamfe the firft afylum, in which let- 
ters flourifhed, and were at peace. 

Leo the terith was only magnificent, atid 
voluptuous 5 Lewis was alfo fond of luxury 
and pleafure, but with thefe paiïiôns, he had 
united a thirft for war. Like Le* he ere&ecj 

palaces, 
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palaces, but he railed fortreifes j he exhibited 
public (hews* but he gave battles. Thus, 
all minds were taken up With their peculiar 
employ merits* and whilft talents and art»' 
werefcaïtely fufficient to admkiifter to the 
embellifhment of a fptendtd court, all the 
aftivity of the nobility, and all the attention* 
all the vanity of the people were turned tor 
fear. But the means by which the fpirit of 
philofophy made fo great a progrefs in France* 
k muft be coftfftantly remembered, that by 
(he fpirit of phifofophy, I mean that, Which 
applying itfelf tô politics, and morality, is 
particularly occupied in promoting the wel- 
fare of mankind. 

It is curiotft to obferve, as we have already 
done in our difqoifition, concerning the féo- 
dal government, what were the fteps taken 
by the human mind, in her return towards 
reafon. As the path which Hie purfued, on 
this occafion, was extremely devious, I Would 
beg leave to ftop a moment here, and even 
to retrograde a little, and take fads from an 
earlier period. 

If it be true, that in the moral fciences, 1 

one may always obfèrve a flow, bût continuai 

progrefs, fo that found polities, and well con- 

K 2 certecj 



X3* <AN ESSAY O tf 

oerted legiflations become the laft refult of . 
our rcfle&ions, it is alfo no lefc evident, that . 
amongft thofe fciences, which approach die 
nearcft to phyfics, a particular difcovery, a 
fortuitous circumftance may open to us, in 
an inftant, the mod ample career, and greatly 
accelerate, our progrefs. Such was the in- 
vention of the compafs which, on a fudden, 
extended commerce, and navigation, and 
poure4 in upon us the riches of a world, 
which had beep, abfolutely unknown to us. 
Spain reaped the firft advantages from thefe , 
treafures, which (he diffipated in the wars of 
Flanders, and in thofe wars, which fhe in- 
ceflkntly fomented in France. Columbus, 
and Cortes, Vefpuzius, and Pizarro onlydif- 
covered, and conquered lands to give bifhops 
to the Flemings, and to prepare us to receive 
the council of Trent. AU the gold of the 
new world was lavished away in thefe efforts, 
which, notwithftanding, proved ineffc&uaU 
Philip the fécond, in this inflance only, re- 
fembling Philip of Macedon, formed greater 
expe&ations from thefe new riches, than from 
his veteran, troops, which equalled the Ma- 
cedonian phalanx. Fronj hence, arofe in Eu- 
rope thb new axiom : war, end expence are 

the 
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the fame thing. From hence, aMb, arofe the 
modern cuftom of paying fubfidies to fo- 
reigners, and of making gold and filver the 
capital articles in every political tranfaftion. 
Thefe metals, at that time, became the real 
kings of Europe. It was not to procure the 
conveniences ' of life, to eftablifh * corres- 
pondence with different nations, to employ 
mankind ufefully, and to multiply their en- 
joyments, that fuch dangerous voyages were 
made to America, and the Indies ; it was 
folely to acquire gold : but avarice and œco- 
nomy aft always in oppoGtion to each other, 
nor do we evçr perceive a thirft after riches, 
united with that wifdom which watches aver 
their prefcrvation. The Spanilh monarchy 
becoming weak in proportion as it became 
rich, invaded Portugal to lofe her colonies, 
with its own. The Hollanders, fober, pa- 
tient, and induftrious, got poflfefiion of that 
gold, with which it was intended to purchafe 
chains for them ; but they diffipated it, in 
their turn, firft, in a lawful defence, and 
next by an obftinate adherence to a principle, 
which confounded the balance of Europe, 
with the ruin of Lewis the fourteenth. 

K 3 ThU 
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Thj$ celebrated balance of power, whieh 
*a* never ridiculed» until after it had been 
difcoycred, was at that period, much more 
important than it is imagined to be at prefect. 
What power, fay they, can prevail oyer all 
the powers united ? undoubtedly, any power; 
but pow#rs mult have tune , they muft fee) 
an inclination to unite * they muft be welj 
armed, they muft be rich, I ihould like to 
know where any refinances coutd have beçti 
found, had Alexander of Parmâ beaten Hen* 
ry the fourth, and had an Infanta of Spain, 
carried to a prince çf ï-orrainj governed 
'France under the laws of PhUip the fécond ) 
Is it to be ftippofed that the union of Dor* 
drecht could have maintained jtfelf fpr any 
length" of time? that Sweden would hav$ 
turned her arms lâgainft Germany, and that 
the princes of the empire would have fti* 
Jwlated for their indépendance ? Would Sa» 
voy have acquired the power of forming a 
ftate? and would not the mafter of the Mi* 
Unefe, when mafter of all Lomba'rdy, 'have 
fftabUfhed a fure communication with Ger» 
many, Italy, France,' and Spain ? that is for 
the intereft of princes ; this is for the intcreft 
of the people, Would not the Spanifli def- 

potifm 
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potifei have introduced that intojo^pt (pint 
which is infeparable from it ! would not tfyg 
people have been galled by a foreign yftkp ? 
and would not nations haye Ifcqfc ; like thft 
Africans, under thç jgnorfnk and (ajfc 
gjiinary pride of a Celiac vigjfQy? Ictus 
now, place Lewis the fourteenth w the ye«f 
1667; fuppofe hifn pyrfoing h« conquefls 
in Flanderf - p and perhaps to iflfurç his fw* 
cet? there, it wps pçly neçeflary to render tfoe 
inflexible, and jboçeft ininds pf Temple, wà 
Van Beijning weak, and yejial. Lewis then 
woyld hjivç t&en ppffefliQn pf Flanders, and 
Çrabant, and had he flopped here fyr lbme 
jpon^en^s, he rouft haw recoUetfted that thefc 
FJpJlanfJers were extremely convenient to 
hiinu that after . all, they were but rebels, 
wfrom hi$ anceftors would willingly t have pro* 
tefted , that they even afked a fovereign from 
France,(?j and that it was neceflary to bring 
theip once into fybje&ion, for their ewa 
good. Lewis had his armies all io readinefs 1 
nothing remained for him but to pafs the 
Mevîfe. Tç*wh^t power, could thefe unfor- 
tunate people have had recourfe, under fuch 
K 4 cir* 

.(%) The dqke d'Alençon undçr Charts t&? &ittdu 
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circumftanciés ? would the Englifti have fitted 
but a fleet ? would they have colle&ed troops 
for an embarkation ? but their (hips were not 
ready, their regiments were not com plea t- 
câ.(a) And had all thefe obftàcles been re- 
moved, peace, or war ftill depended on the 
inclinations of the king ; and this king was 
governed by * a woman, by a French woman, 
purpofely lent into England, and penfioned 
by LeWis the fourteenth.^ Denmark, Swe- 
den, and the empire could not have aflcm- 
bled fufficient forces in time. Holland muft 
have been conquered, and foon a Jefuit, 
whom principles of ambition had rendered 
cruel, would have founded an alarm in the 
ears of the viftorious monarch, whenfoever, 
amidft his exploits, he was facrificing to 
pleafure ; he would have persuaded the fe* 
cretary at war that it was his intereft to em- 
ploy the troops, and peace could be fervice- 
able only to a comptroller-general. Per- 
fection would have raged through the United 
provinces, arid thofe vertuous citizens, who 
fo chearfully accofted each other, as they 

came* 

(a) The regular troops of the Englifh did not, *$ 
that time, amount to fix thoufand. 
(h) The dutçhcû of Portfmoutlu 



PVBLIC HAPPINESS. 137 

came out of their temples, and churches, 
would no longer have converfed together, 
without feeling the uneafinefs of mutual fear 
afnd hatred. The company trading to the 
Èaft* Indies, that great territorial empire, 
which fupports the little commercial ftate of 
Holland, would have paflèd for a fociety 
without order, and without polity. Two corn- 
miffaries from the king would have been ap- 
pointed, to promote as much as poffible, the 
interefts of the proprietors, that is, to de- 
prive them of the liberty of ever examining, 
what their real interefts were. Commerce 
would have been rendered fubjeft to all thofe 
admirable regulations, which muft foon ef- 
fectually have deftroyed it; and the three 
millions of men, which might have exifted 
in the united countries, would have bfen re- 
duced to four, or five hundred thoufand 
wretches, not to be kept in fubjeétion, but' 
by placing over them an army, the pay of 
which muft have been wrung from the fineft 
provinces in France. Let the reader judge 
if, after this, Germany cduld have continued 
indépendant, and if England could have de- 
fended her liberties againft the Stuarts. AU 
this, however, muft have happened, i£ when 

Lewis 
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Lewis tlxe fourteenth made himfejf méfier in 
1667, of Flanders, and Brabant, he had not 
been obliged, in three years afterwards, tq 
take a wider rirait, in ardsr to attack Hoi* 
iand, on the fide of the, Rhine. I fpeak i< 
without flattery, Chough I do not fear left 
«ay power? fhpuld contradiéfc me* when ( 
make the aflertion ; the naoJÛt fortunate err* 
çumftance which çan hajppw in general ta 
every people, is to prefçrve their princes, and 
their forais p£ government. The progrefc 
of reaibn fhould tend rather towards improve-* 
ment, tbap a jchange -, and of a}l political 
icpurges, «o^qwerprs are the iflpft dangçrous, 
There is then a rational» and w ceflary ba- 
lance of power ; it conftft* in fo difpofing çhp 
forces pf Europe, thaj: the weaJcefl: ftites may 
be feaped agateft any dwng attack, any fu<k 
den* and rapidly condtaftfd ipvafion. Now» 
IP accomplish this, two k>ç ans mijft concur * 
firft, defenfive aJliapçes, which will not fofff* 
the ftrongeft powers to attach the wçpkeft 
powers, without being exited to a .long and 
doubtful war. Secondly, frontiers fp for- 
tunately Otuated, that the weaker power» 
when attacked, may find tinte to have r^ 
courfe tp its allies. This concurrence "exifts 

4n 



PVBLIC HAPPINESS. i3f 

In Europe amongft all the powers of the fé- 
cond order : amongft the Hollanders, by their 
alliance with England, and by die Barrière* 
treaty* which interpofes a certain number of 
Auftrian places between France, and the 
United Provinces \ whatsoever may be found 
beyond this general nyfu^ this reciprocal re- 
fiftance will become an obftacle to the tran- 
quility of Europe, will prove a fource of am- 
bition within every council, and.fcatter the 
feeds of diftruft through the refpe&ive courts. 
It is from this confideratjon, that fuch nu- 
merous armies are kept on foot, and devour 
the fubfiftance of the people •, from hence, 
atib, proceeds that unfortunate activity in the 
cabinet, which is dignified with the name of 
policy, but which dfciws the fovereign, and 
his minifters afide from that true policy, the 
whole end of which is the repofe and wel- 
fare of mankind 

Let us not dwell upon a fubjeô, to which 
we rtiuft ftill too frequently return, but reft 
fatisfied with obferving, that this balance ' 
of power, whether well, or ill founded, fo- 
]id, or ideal, was a new fource of expence, 
which diffipated the' money, of which the 
commercial powers had ftripped the conquer- 
ing 
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ing powers, fo that they all felt themfetvea 
equally drained and equally in want of peace. 
But hope, and fear, obftinacy, and jealoufy, 
parlions as common amidft governments, aa 
artiongft individuals, no ( longer fuffered thera 
to liften to the voice of reafon. 

The intoxication of glory, the debau- 
cheries of ambition, have this, in common 
with the vices of the loweft profligates, that 
the hour of payment isthe.firit warning, 
which recalls good Jenfe, and brings reflection 
home. The French having payed exceffiv* 
taxes, were convinced that the. glory of the 
king their tnafter* was purchased at rather too 
. dear a price, and the Englilh, having efti- 
mated the' enormous load of their national 
debt, felt, in their turn, thattheir endeavours 
to pull down the Grand Monarque, (c) had 
alfo pulled down their fojfturip, and their 
treafures. It was generally allowed that peace 
was preferable to war, and that plentiful har- 
vests were more valuable than fireworks; and 
SV Deums. She came, this much defired 
peace, and fo lengthened her firft abode on 

earth, 

m> I '■ i i. «T......I ,,i m »i. 

( c) This is the name which the Englifh ftill give to 
the king of France, in their political, or rather fatirica\ 
works. 



PVBLIC HAPPINESS. 141, 

earth, that every bread was animated with 
hope. If our pallions, and natural inquie- 
tudes forced her to difappear, ftill her returnk 
were frequent, and like fome familiar bird, 
difturbed, but not feared away, ftie never took 
a diftant Bight, and always found a place of 
reft. 

Peace, highly advantageous to the progrefs 
of reafon, and philofophy, is particularly fo, 
when appearing amongft a people already ex- 
haufted, and fatiated with war. It is then, 
that all frivolous ideas are effaced, and that 
the bodies politic, like the organifed bodies, 
are taught by a fenfe of pain, to feek their 
own prefervation ; it is then, that the mind, 
accuftomed to exercife itfelf on agreeable fub- 
jedts, dwells with double energy on the in- 
veftigation of uleful fubjefts; it is then, that 
the rights of humanity are challenged with 
fyecefs, and that princes, at once the cre- 
ditors, and debtors of their fubjedts, permit 
them to be happy, that they may be either 
more patient, or more able to pay. 

Thus, a love of riches, till then the caufe; 
became at length the- remedy for thofe ca- 
lamities, with which it had afflidted human 
nature. The time is paft, in which the ftatef- 

man, 
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man, more the pedant, than the citizen, f&» 
ferred to old cuftoms all the principles of go* 
vernment* The exprefîiôns feodàl, fifcaU âô* 
rhaniak muft now be driven from our tribu* 
nais, whiHl the words property ', agriculture^ 
commerce^ liberty y fupply the place of the* bar- 
barous vocabulary of the fchools. Serious 
and ufef ul queftions will be difcufled iri all 
companies. Scholars will become patriots § 
philofophers will be citizens* A general cor- 
refpondeitfe will be eftafolifhed» and the lové 
of humanity prove the central point, in which 
all minds may meet, the learjned, the man of 
genius, andtheartift. Whôfoeverfhallhave 
rendered Himfelf trfeful, whether by his ani- 
ons, his example, or his writings* {hall find 
his name within the regifterà of beneficence* 
and every workman who poKihes a wheef, or 
a fpring* will at leaft have aft idea of the 
great machine, to which his work (hauld be 
referred. 

ff this pî&ure fhoukf be confideted as ima* 
ginary, by fôme corrupted men, I dare pro^ 
teft that it is after nature* and I ap^efal for 
évidente to the works which ifiue from the? 
pfcfs, to tfrô voice of the people^ aflembled 
in the theatre, to the chara&er of fbme pôw- 
... f crful^ 
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crful, and bénéficient perfons, whom I have 
had an opportunity of kriowing, loving, and 
efteemiflg/JJ and particularly to the fociety 
of learned men, in which I comprehend all 
who admire, and cultivate letters -, agence, 
amiable, and honeft fociety, as highly graced 
with virtues, as with talents : in fhort,- if I 
may be allowed to judge from my own inv- 
preffions, I ftiall not call in queftiort thoftf 
mward feelings* which infpire me With a fôrtd 
attachment to thé age, in which I began tny 
Career, and towards which the ftudy of hit- 
tory continually leads me back* full of thole 

pleafin* 

( êm, » 1 ■ , ■ ■ V i i i -r i Ji.l ■ 1 tm 1 ■ ■ 1 1 l u ■! I. ! 1 1 .1 t fc 

(J) If Monfieuf de Lou vois, when he prefided at the 
Head of the war-office, and enjoyed thé greateft influ- 
ence in the direction of public affairs^ had rendered . 
Himfelf the infiniment of concluding a peace ; if, in the 
fame" moment, that he rifqued his reputation, by changes 
as dangerous to himfelf, as ufeful to the Hate, his hu* 
manity had prompted him to (often, throughout, the ri- 
gOur of the military laws ; if, far from fufFering him* 
felf to be led away by that forte, of which he was the '' 
minifter, he had declared himfelf the friend of com- 
merce, and of all legal liberty ; if, with the moll ex* 
tenfive capacity, he had united thofe gentle difpofitions, 
and noble manners, which removing every idea of ap- 
preheniion, infpire an amiable refpeâ, would he not 
have left behind him a reputation much dearer to pot 
ferity ? would he not have been the darling of a peo- 
ple, who Only beheld him with a kind of filent terror? 
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pleafing fenfeçions experienced by the traveller* 
who after having wandered through" favage 
climes, returns at laft into his native country. 
But is this tendency to the general welfare, 
this amendment in the condition of humanity, 
cffe&ively owing to the revival of letters, and 
the progrefs of philofophy ? doth it not, on 
the conjrary, follow from what we have ob- 
ferved on this fubjedt, that the alteration was 
a neceflary confequence of the different po- 
litical circumftances, and, efpecially, of the 
impediments .to the continuance of thofc wars 
which were already become too expenfive? 
To this obje&ion, I fhall anfwer, by alking* 
in my turn, if, in the ages of ignorance, the 
depopulation of thé ftate was any obftacle to 
the fanaticifm of the laft Crufades, to the 
civil wars excited by the féodal anarchy, and 
to the other civil wars, lighted up by a fu- 
perftitious and intolerant fpirit ? how often, 
fince the time of the unfortunate Valerian, 
have the Perfian and Grecian empires been 
reciprocally drained by ufelefs wars ? what 
numerous calamities have affii&ed the Grecian 
empire! how many different enemies have con- 
quered it, and yet the public miferies were 
opt the means of imparting to found reafon, 

a pre- 
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a- prevalence over empty diale&ics, and phi- 
Içfophical .fubtleties ? is it imagined that if 
Henry the fourth had not confented to hear 
mafs, the forty years of troubles which tore 
France in pieces, would have been fufficient 
fo have rendered the people difgufted yrith 
civil wars, and willing to unite under a law- 
ful king? once more, let us perfuade dur- 
felves, that amidft the revolutions of the 
world, a caufe never a<fts entirely alone. I t 
know that political misfortunes difpofe the 
people to liften to the voice of reafon ; but 
this voice muft be lifted up fomewhere ; it 
muft poflefs powers of expreffion, and above 
all, it muft be liftened to with pleafure. 
Why, during the laftwar,. when the emprels,' 
united with the Catholic ftates of Germany,' 
fought againft the king of Pruffia, allied with 
the principal proteftant powers, were none 
induced to believe that it was a war of reli- 
gion ? why did the emiflaries of the king of 
Pruffia meet with no credit amongft the great- 
er part of the people, who, in all thefe tranf- 
aétions, faw nothing but a violent quarrel 
between the houfe of Auftria, and the houfe 
of Brandenburgh ? it is that the human mind 
is become more enlightened with regard to 
Vol. IL L fafts, 
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fa&s, and niore indifferent about opinions* 
It is bçcaufe that if even thedodlrine of tran- 
fubftantiation had been linked with fuch a 
quarrel, few foldiers would have been found 
difpofed to fight in its defence. Befides, as 
we have already remarked, when ignorant 
men feel a lively fenfe of their misfortunes, 
they are always miftaken in their choice of 
remedies. If, two centuries ago, a decreafe 
in agriculture had been obferved, the ftate 
would have ordered procédions, whilft a mil- 
lion of monks, fuffercd to devour the na- 
tional fubfiftance, would hav* filled up the 
çneafurc of calamity. 

We $re now naturally led to the fccond ob- 
jection, to which we propofed a reply, at the 
beginning of the chapter. This is now the 
only difficulty which remains to be removed. 
If the advances of letters, and philofophy, 
were alone fufficient to enlighten mankind 
with a knowledge of their true interefts, why 
do we not perceive that the bright days of 
antiquity, the ages of Pericles, and Auguftus, 
have produced fome effed of this nature ? 
although I flatter myfelf that this objçftion 
hath been already obviated, in another place, 
. yet it may be right to turn again to the fub- 
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jeét, and examine it, in every pofiible point 
of view. It hath been proved, in the former 
part of this work, that the Greeks, though 
fuccefsful in literature, and arts, were unable 
to carry the fcience of, polities to any degree 
of perfection ; it hath been obferved, that 
•the philofophers, for a long time, attached 
to frivolous fyftems of Theogony, and Cof- 
mogony,^ had continually neglefted Mo- 
rality and that Socrates was the firft who 
recalled to earth Philofophy, an exile in Hea- 
ven, (f) It may, here, be added, that the 
political fituatton of the Greeks was always 
an obftacle to the progrefs of human reafon. 
This nation, united in idea by an inGgnificant 
bond, and in* fadt, divided into a great num- 
ber of republics, all ambitious, all jealous of 
each other, was constantly tormented by ex- 
terior wars, and torn by civil wars. Vanity 
was the only general principle, the only mark 
of reitmblance between fo many ftates go-* 
verned by different laws. Unfortunately for 
L 2 thefe 

(*) The origin of the gods f and the generation of 
the world. 

(f) See " dialogues des Morts" by Fontenelle, and , 
the "dicla memorabilia" of Socrates, oolletted by 
Xenophon. 
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thefe people, their vanity ne Ver wanted th* 
means of gratification. The Greeks» when 
fcarcely extricated from a ftate of barbajrifrti» 
triumphed over the Perfians : it was a fplcji* 
did triumph, and fo calculated to inflame 
their imagination, that they could not touch 
the cup of glory, without being intoxicated. 
Hence proceeded that emulation, that pride 
which armed Sparta againft Athens, and fuc- 
ceffively all the republics againft each other* 
Another circumftance peculiar to the Greeks» 
and which deferves to be the fubjedt of a par- 
ticular differtation, exerted a prodigious in- 
fluence over the turn of their minds. I know 
not how it happened that this people brought 
their language all at once to perfe&ion, and 
rendered it thç moft confummate fyftem, in 
which mankind might reproduce their ideas ; 
it is a dangerous weapon, when ill-employed, 
and fomewhat like the fword, within the hands 
of our anceftors, who rendered it rather the 
infiniment of duels, than of the defence of 
their country. From this aptitude to lan- 
guage, refulted a great inconveniency ; the 
form carried away the fubftance ; the ftudy 
of politics fell under the power of the Rhe- 
toricians, and the ftudy of philofophy under 

the 
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the power of the Sophifb, ,Two inventions 
gave the finifhing ftroke to this diforder $ the 
Period of the Rhetoricians, and the Syttogifm 
of the Sophifts. Then all truth was pro- 
fcribed, if not announced in three regular 
members, and the whole fyfterri of nature' 
was doomed to be inclofed within a 'major, 
and a minor.f^J A natural confequence of 
this Logomania, if I may fo exprefs myfelf, is 
that the pleafure-of fpeaking, and hearing, 
will always greatly furpafs the pleafure of 
teaching, and being inftruéted. Hence, thofe 
famous fchools which fbon degenerated into 
feds, and, at length, when the Chriftian re- 
ligion was- eftatyifhed into herefies* Now, 
L 3 there 

1 ■ 1 . - 1 - 

(g) Bacon hath judiçioufly obferved, that the fyl- 
logifliçal form, and all the dialectics of the antients 
were very well adapted to difputes, but not at all fitted 
to enquiries after truth : this illuftrious writer is the 
firft, who hath oppofed to this fpecious, bat erroneous 
method, the method of invention, and analogy. He 
every where difcovers a great contempt for this cate- 
chetical philofophy, which con fi fis in finding anfwers 
to each queftion, and for thofe^quirks of Ariftotle, in 
which nature is fubmitted to frivolous definitions* 
" Magis ubique follicitus quomodo quis refpondendo fe 
" explicet, et aliquid reddatur in verbis pojjtiv.um, 
" <juam de aeternâ rerum veritate."- 

Novujoi organuja. aph. 63. 
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there cannot be any greater impediments to 
the progrefs of reafon, than thofe fchools 
which teach us, not what abfolutely is, but 
what another hath thought ; where the mailer 
appears in the place of nature, even before 
her own difciples, and where the greateft ef- 
forts of application are exerted, m order to 
underftand a man, who doth not underftand 
hknfelf. 

At the revival of letters, the world enjoy- 
ed a great advantage from the difcovery of 
printing, and the facility with which all might 
read, -inftead of hearing. Books, the faith- 
ful, but cold interpreters of thoughts, are to 
difcourfe, what prints are to pi&ures. They 
are (tripped of the brilliant colours of de- 
clamation. They are judged in folitude, and 
filence, and it is there» that queftioned, and 
confronted, they undergo a kind of torture, 
which forces them to difcover their faults, 
and their accomplices. They, fometimes in- 
deed, arrogate to themfelyes, the privileges 
claime4 by their authors. They exercife a 
power, they reign in their turn, efpeeially 
when one amongft thefe privileged bodies, 
fitter to preferve, than to augment the fci- 
ences, introduces a legiflation into ftudy ; 

when 
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when this literary legiflation refis upon a civil 
legiflation ; and, in fhort, when incapacity 
pafles a final judgment on philosophy, and 
arbitrarily determines that its attual bounds 
fhall be perpetually the fame. But this mo- 
nopoly cannot laft long, and in the fciences, 
as in politics, a contraband trade is the pre- 
ceptor of commerce. 

Thefe remarks are, I fhould imagine, fuf- 
ficient to prove that, as the circumftances at- 
tending the firft appearance of literature, 
were different from the circumftances attend- 
ing its revival, it was natural for different ef- 
fects to refult from them. We fhall perceive, 
in the next chapter, what thefe effects were, 
and in the remaining part of the work, what 
are the effects which we have reafon ftill ta 
hope for* 



L 4 chap; 
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CHAP. IV. 



A flat e of the progrefs already made towards the 
èfiablifhment of the welfare of fociety. An 
examination into the prefent condition of the 
really-inJlruSled people. 



Ai 



.LTHOUGH perfuaded that only con> 
fortablc truths will refult from thofc en* 
quiries, on which we are now going to enter» 
we ftill think ourfclves obliged to remind the 
reader that the progrefs of reafon, as traced 
through the fmall number of ufeful disco- 
veries which we have reckoned up, as far as 
this period, is not exclufively entitled to his 
attention, but that he muft alfo obferve its 
fteps along that path which we have already 
explored, in order tofacflitate our approaches 

towards 
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towards good morality, and found polity. 
This march of the human underftandiçg is 
not to be confidered as a mere journey, but 
as ah expedition of curiofity, during which 
we frequently turn off into another road, or 
fto ( p to examine all which appears worthy of 
our notice. If I" may be allowed a figure, 
the abufe of which, I have often taken the 
liberty to cenfure, I {hall compare the ftudies 
of men± at the revival of letters, to the in- 
ftruftion of a fcholar who follows the ordinary 
courfe of the claffes. At the firft, the human 
underftanding is applied to the ftudy of the 
ancients -, it reftores their various readings 5 
it comments on the different paffages, and it 
is here, that it may be faid to have gone 
through its humanities. Amongft well edu- 
cated youth, drawing, and geography fhould 
be, as it were, the acceffories of this jftudy, 
and here we difcover fome relation to the 
progrefs of the arts under the Medici, and of, 
navigation under Charles the fifth. Scarcely 
is the fcholar ftrengthened in his knowledge 
of the claflics, when he begins to compofe, 
himfelf, and makes effays in profe, and in 
verfe. Not contented with having learned 
the expreflions in the ancient books, he 

fearches 
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fearches amongft them for precepts, for ex* 
amples of taftç,' and urbanity, and it is here 
that 'we trace the beginning of rhetoric. 
But mankind foon perceive that it is not fuf* 
ficient merely to talk, and write; nature 
furrounds them, and follicits their attention. 
The wants of life call on the fciences for af- 
fiftance; ufeful inftruments, and ingenious 
machines are difcovered : this then is the en- 
trance into philofophy. The ftudents lead 
off with fome propofitions in geometry, tfnd 
fome principles in mechanics. But this pro-» 
grefs is foon flopped. Profeflbrs, equally 
vain and trifling, far from clearing up and 
re&ifying the ideas of the ancients, do not 
even give their pupils what thefe authors 
have written in their bed manner ; but inftead 
of Pliny and Ariftotle, oblige them to read 
their own productions, infipid, unintelligible 
rhapfodies, and which muft entirely overfet 
all application, did not fomé foreign demon- 
ftrator arrive to rouze it, by curious experi- 
ments, though prefented without fyftem, and 
without conne&ion. Here, the refemblance 
between the world and the college is fo ftrik- 
ing, that it is-needlefs to detail it. It may be 
found equally amongft bur fir ft works in me- 

taphyfics* 
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taphyfics, and that falfe logic of the claflcs, 
which ii called the art of thinking and which 
ought to be ftiled the art of drtaming. At 
length, the time arrives at which the youth 
is to come forward in the world, to allume a 
condition, and to fuperintend his domeftk: 
affairs. He muftv now, ftudy morality, na- 
tural law, and public law; thefe are im- 
portant, and refpeâable fciences, intended 
to complete his education, and yet they only 
throw in his way a chaos of obfeurities, and 
contradictions, fo long as he continues tied 
down to the leflbns of his matters, and until, 
being left to himfelf, he again runs over his 
courfe of inftru&ion. It is then, that ma- 
turely reflefting on his paft ftudies, he will 
learn to believe but few things, to read but 
few books, to improve his patrimony, and to 
do good to his neighbours. 

We leave it to our readers, to determine 
the moment of that period, to which they 
would refer the prefent ft ate of the human 
underftanding. We fhall only fuppofe it to 
be more than difgufted at the compofi(ions of 
profeflbrs, more than fatiated with falfe eru- 
dition, and exceedingly near the time, at 

which an attention to domeftic affairs mud 

be 
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be deemed preferable to the counterfeit brik 
liancy of the fchools. Yet we cannot avoid 
obferving, that, in this parallel, we have 
omitted a ftudy, which hath occafioned rather 
more diforder in the world, than within the 
colleges : this is the ftudy of the catechifm. 
To this, what numerous battles have been 
owing ! How often hath it difturbed either 
the hours of labour, or the moments of re- 

pofe! But we have trefpaffed fuffi- 

ciently upon the indulgence of the reader 
and muft proceed towards our propofed end, 
in a more rapid and ferious manner. 

It hath already been remarked, that we 
may reafonably confider all difcoveries what- 
(bever, hitherto made by mankind, as fo 
many advances towards truç philofophy, and 
found polity. It may not, perhaps, be ufe- 
lefs to glance over that immenfe labour, from 
which our predeceflbrs have relieved our con^ 
temporaries. 

To begin with the more exaét fciences, {he 
Mathematics. (b) We may perceive Aftro- 

nomy 

(b) I cannot avoid cenfuring a corruption, into 

which even our learned men are fallen, by a mifappli- 

cation of the word Geometry, which fimplv fignines the 

N ' art 
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ftomy unfolded and improved by Kepkr> 
UewtmjyAlmbert^ Clairault* Bernouilli, Euler % 
&cc.(i) . improving, in its turn, Geography 
and Navigation. We may obferve Mechanics, 
under the fame aufpices, multiplying our 
efforts, and reducing nature to fubmiffion, 
even by the powers of nature. Ingenious 
machines difengage man from painful toils, 

and 

art of measuring the earth. We hear every day of 
tranfeendent geometry, and agronomical geometry: all 
as far as the problem of three bodies» is to the French» 
geometry. Why not adopt the word mathematics ? it doth 
more honour to this ftudy, as fignifying fcience in ge- 
neral, and is befides an cxpreffion frequently occurring 
in the works, not only of the ancients, but of the 
moderns, and fcificiently proves that the fcience of 
calculating, and meafuring,. hath . constantly been re- 
garded as the firft of all the fciences. 

(i) Amongft thefe celebrated mathematicians, the 
only compatriots of the Chevalier, are D'Alcmbert, 
and Clairault. Since the characters, and writings of 
the others are generally known, left I trefpafs (as in 
the courfe of this translation I fear I have often done) 
too much upon the patience of the reader, I Shall con- 
fine myfelf chiefly to fome flight particulars, concern- 
ing thofe natives of France, whofe works have fo firmly 
eftabliflied the literary reputation of their country. 
Mr. D'Alembert is, if I miftake not, (till living. His 
** Deftruftion des Jefuites," and his excellent "Me- 
langes de literature, d'hiftoire, et de philofophie" 

have 
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and water, and fire itfclf now rendered our 
inftrumcntt, are the only flaves employed by 
Us, in the profecution of our labours. 

How rich are our acquisitions, derived 
from thofe fcietices which depend rfiore otl 
obfervation ! Scarcely hath man contemplated 
the heavens,* and the earth, with a. curious 
and irlquifitiye fpiritj when he difcovers the 
means of turning his enquiries to ferviceable 

purpofes. 

««■^^— — i. I I ■■ I ■ ■ II ■■ ■ I ■■ -.III " l I ' I l l " " l " 

hâve been received in England with great, hut not un- 
deserved *pplfcufe« It is to the joint exertions of this 
gentleman, and Monfieur Diderot, that we are in- 
debted for the "Encyclopédie," an ufeful, and mag- 
nificent receptacle of arts, and fciences, where, from 
the genius, and powers of thefe indefatigable affociates, 
the labours of preceding writers aflame new graces, 
«ad improvements. ...... Alexis Clairault became a 

proficient in the mathematics, at an age, when moft 
others would have felt a difficulty in acquiring the ark 
rudiments. When he read, before the academy of 
fciences, his differtation on the four new geometrical 
curves, which he had difcovered, he was, only in his 
{thirteenth year. After fb fortunate an opening, the 
higheft ideas were conceived of his abilities, nor did 
his fobfequent publications fall fhort of that uncommon 
merit, which feldom refults from the application of 
riper years, unlefs the mathematician be, like the 
poet, rather born\ than made. The capital works of 
Clairault are, " Elemens de Géométrie," ** Elemens 
d'Algèbre," « Théorie de la figuré de la terre," and 
" Table de la lune." He died in 1765. K. 
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purpofes. The telefcope draws diftant ob* 
je&s nearer to the view ; the microfcope, by 
magnifying the works of nature, opens to 
as a new province within her empire, and 
this inftrument becomes, as it were, the bond 
which unites us to an immenfe portion of 
the creation. 

Anatomy hath lifted up the veil of huma- 
nity, it hath difcovered an innumerable 
quantity of machines, which give motion to 
thefe frivolous decorations of life, and prov- 
ed to us that Mojes made ufe of an extreme- 
ly bold hyperbole, when he aflerted that God 
created man after his own image. This 
fcience, at once terrible and ufeful, hath 
taught thofe deftru&ive weapons, which were 
accuftomed to deprive us of our being, the 
new art of preferving it, and tracing out for 
them, even into our very entrails, a dark, 
but certain road, hath enabled the artift to 
remedy thofe diforders which he could not 
fee. 

Chemiftry, which may be confidered as 
the anatomy of uhorganifed bodies, but 
which, with the power of dividing, can unite 
the power of combining and regenerating, 
iath been carried, in our times, to its utmoft 

per- 



ï6o AN ESSAY ON 

perfection, fince mankind have learned how 
to extend its ufe throughout all the arts, and 
to reftrain it in medicine. Parafitical beings 
on the furface of the earth, we dare not in- 
terrogate this fruitful mother, and we feek 
our hiftory in the heavens. The erudition 
of genius hath offered us other records, and 
the world, by lofing a portion of its nobility, 
hath gained antiquity.(£) 

From the Mathematics* Anatomy, Che- 
miftry, and Natural Hiftory united together, 
arofe, at length, the true fcience of Phyfics, 
or the hiftory of nature, in the Great. This 
fcience ceafes, in our days, to be the forced 
explication of a vain fyftem of metaphyfics, 
or of fome ill-obferved phenomena. It is 
an edifice formed of an immenfe concurrence 
of experiments, tried by induftrious men, and 
compared by men of genius. Des Cartes had 
found the laws of Dioptrics, and Newton 

' the 

(à) The glory of having created a mon g ft us the 
fcience of natural hiftory is due to Monfieur de BufFon : 
this fcience iffued from l>is hands, in all its beauty, as 
Minerva iflued from the head of Jupiter, and he fully 
uaderftood how to make it at once known, and ad- 
mired. Never was eloquence employed to nobler 
purpofes : it is Demofthenes writing down the ob- 
fcrvations of Ariftotle. 
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the laws of Optics.. A great, and magnifi- 
cent difcovery was referved for thefe times ; 
and this is Ete&ricity, the terrible effe&s of 
'which have placed mankind on an equality 
with the gods of antiquity» whilft Franklin, 
like another Prometheus, acquired the art of 
dealing the celeftial fire, and rendering it do- 
cile to his laws. (7,) 

But it was not fufficient that men had ob- 
tained a knowledge of the phyfical world, for x 
there, curiofity, the craving paffion peculiar 
to the human fpecies found only half its food; 
A vaft field was opened to it in the moral 
world. Vanity, and even enthufiafm became 
interwoven with . this pafiion, and hiftory de- 

Vol. IL M generated 

(I) The Chevalier is not the only foreigner who 
hath payed an elegant tribute to the acknowledged 
powers of oar great leader in the fcience of electricity. 
Signior Giam-Baptifta Beccaria, profeflbr of natural 
philofophy in the univerfity of Turin, hath prefixed 
to his " Elettricifmo artificiale," publifhed exactly 
at the fame time with this work of my illuflrious friend, 
a complimentary letter to Doctor Franklin,, in which, 
he remarks that the talk of enlightening the human 
mind, by the difcovery of this new fcience, was referved 
for him, that he hath difarmed the thunder of its ter- 
rors, and by the bold exertions of his genius, taught 
the fire of heaven, which till then was confidered as 
the weapon of omnipotence, to obey his voice. K. 
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generated into erudition. Perhaps, alfo, the 
one could, not have exifted without the other. 
Be that as it may, it was necefiary to dig up 
thefe immenfe lands of antiquity. A know- 
ledge of the genealogy of every thing which 
exifts was abfolutely requifite ; a long and 
toilfome talk, but at this period fo advanced, 
that we may be faid to fail through it with a 
full, and profperous tide. 

In fhort, that no afylum might remain, 
not even in idlenefs, for the laffitude of the 
mind, Poetry haftened to enrich our theatres, 
and adorn our libraries. Attired in her 
charms, vertue grew more powerful, and 
pleafure more feducing. 

4 The Cabinets, and Mufeums have been 
opened, whilft modern princes, wifer in their 
magnificence than the Roman emperors, in- 
ftcad of thofe prefents of corn, and oil, 
which only nourifhed lazinefs, difrributed 
amongft the people, the 'aliments of the 
mind, fo that every citizen of the republic 
of letters was fumifhed with a certain fub- 
fiftance. 

If we pafs on to the agreeable arts, thofe 
amiable comforters of life, which have but 
too much right to challenge pur attention, 

we 
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we fhall not ceafe to congratulate ourfelves 
on our riches. Painting, Sculpture, and Ar- 
chiteâure, patronifed by the Medici, ad- 
vanced at once towards perfe&ion. They 
fank, for a while, amidft the calamities of 
the times, but now revive in all their luftre. 
As to Mufic which maintains over the fenfes, 
a ftill more immediate, and continual em- 
pire, what progrefs hath it not made in our 
days ? no, antiquity never prefented a more 
captivating allurement to a mind glowing 
with fenfibility, than the union of a Pergolefe* 
and a Metqflqfio>{m) a rare, and valubable 
M 2 union, 

(m) Metaftaiio is ftill living at Vienna ; the an- 
gularity of his chara&er, in which it would be hard to 
determine whether genius, or vertue hath the afcend- 
ency, can never be too generally known. He is at 
once an ornament, and a lefibn to human nature. I 
fhould confider it as a fevere tax upon my veneration 
foj this veteran in goodnefs, to be debarred from men- 
tioning fome circumftances of his life, if the elegant 
author of a late performance, entitled " The pVefent 
ftate of Mufic in Germany, the Netherlands, and the 
United Provinces," had not been too particular on this 
fubjeft, to leave any thing for me to add. The mi- 
niature, in this note, could only have exhibited a faint 
refemblance ; it is the lively full-length portrait drawn 
by Do&or Burney, which comes the nearefl to the ex- 
cellent original. . » The mufic of Pergolefe, 

not 
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union, from which arofe the pleafures of 
Europe, and which drew 4 from each audience 
more delicious tears than had ever been of- 
fered by enthufiafm to talents. (0) 

I flop* 

not viV- mating (as modern mufic too often does) un- 
meaningly on the ear, fpoke to the underitanding, and 
the pallions. It is impolfible not to admire, and diffi- 
cult to avoid envying a Genius, who crowded into a 
life of' fcarcely thirty years, fuch a knowledge of har- 
mony, fuch facility of compofition, and fo rich a me- 
lody. His great mafter-piec.es the " Salve Regina," 
and the " Stabat mater," feem deflined to maintain a 
pre-eminence amidil all the fantailical variations, to 
which the empire of mufic is perpetually fubjeft. He 
was attacked by a pleurify, which foon proved fatal. 
The notion that fome rival, exafperated at his fuperior 
merit, had poifoned him, is entirely groundlefs. He 
was born at Naples in 1706, and died about the year 

1733- K - 

(n) France hath begun to tafle the fruits of a fimilar 
union, fince one of her bell poets, and one of her belt 
muficians have tuned their lyres together. 

The poet to whom the Chevalier alludes, is Mr. de 
Marmontel, of the French academy, and hiftoriogra- 
pher to. the king, but better knowto in England by his 
"Moral tales," and " Belifarius." The mufician is 
Mr. Gretry, whofe compofitiohs are full of harmony, 
and tafte. Several friends of Mr. de Marmontel pre- 
vailed on him to write, and adapt fome dramatic pieces, 
to a kind of Gallico-Italian mufic, which hath lately 
been introduced, and gains great ground, in France* 

The 
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I flop, and am apprehenfive of that na- 
tural attraction, which might detain me too 
long near fuch interefting objefts. Let me 
confine nflyfelf within the limits of my fub- 
je£t» and only confider the numerous efforts 
which mankind have made in fo many dif- 
ferent ways, as a fort of reckoning to be 
M 3 thrown 

The very favorable reception which the united labours 
of thefe elegant aflbciates have met with, render all 
encomiums needlefs. The titles of fome of the pieces 
are " Le huron," " Zemire, et Azor," " L'ami de la 
maifon, &c." Mr. de Marmontel, who feems in all 
his works to have imagined, that genius, and vi j ;;ie 
mould never feparate, hath lately employed his abili- 
ties in pleading the caufe of the diftreffed. The .tader 
may recollect the dreadful fire in the Hotel Diou, the 
fituation of which is equally unhealthy, and conîincd. l 
Mr. de Marmontel, in his " Voix des pam res," a per- 
formance where the graces of poetry, and ttu* cfFulvms 
of humanity arc charmingly interwoven, enforces the 
neceffity of removing the hofpital to a purer, and more 
convenient fpot. This epiftle, (for fuch is the form 
into which the author hath thrown it,) is dedicated to 
the king, and fold for the benefit of the poor. 

The charitable poet feems lefs infpired than the wife 
archbifhop of Paris with the fpirit of the good old times, 
which, intent on prayers, and procédons, conceived 
all human aid to be beneath its notice. It is more than, 
probable that the wicked Marmontel, initead of joining 
in the fcrvice at the church of Notre Dame, was eitner 

writing 
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thrown into the general progrefs of our in- 
telle&ual faculties, and as fo much of the 
road already travelled over, in the vait career 
of the human underftanding. It may now 
be proper to examine whether Tome fpaces in 
this career, are not more rough, and difficult 
than others, I fhall, for inftance, enquire 

whether 

writing verfes, or collecting money, for the benefit of 
jnifery ; whilft the pious prelate fang Te Deums at a 
folemn mafs, becaufe only few of his fellow-creatures 
were buried under the ruins of the Hotel-Dieu. . A more 
commodious hofpital arifing on the contributions of the 
archbifhop, and his flock, would have appeared a better 
offering to the God of Bounty/ than this religious farce, 
a&ed by command in every place of worfhip throughout 
the city. 

We obferve this new progrefs with fo much the more 
fatisfaélion, as it is pofterior to that immortal work, in 
which the picture of our mental faculties hath been 
traced by a maflerly hand. Whofoever is defirous of 
forming the mofl extenfive, and exadl idea of the ad- 
vances made by the human underftanding, may eafily 
fatisfy his curiofity, by reading the preliminary dif- 
courfe of the " Encyclopedic" This beautiful pe- 
riityle of a moft magnificent edifice may be confidered 
as the true char a&eri {lie of our age ; and perhaps the 
• effort which diftinguifties this age/ the moll from the 
preceding ages, is the having produced a genius for 
mathematics, the talents 'of eloquence, and the faga- 
city of taile, all united in the fame individual. (Sec 
note (i) in this chapter. K. 
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whether the domain of morality, and polity 
be not more repugnant to this progrefs, than 
the domain of fciences, and arts. 

Iç feems evident that at the revival of let- 
ters, the human underftanding groaned under 
the empire of two tyrants, at once fo cruel, 
and fo formidable, that to confpire againft, 
and overthrow them, was the only method 
of obtaining freedom. Thefe tyrants were 
Defpotifm, and Superftition. From an in- 
tolerant fpfrit they drew their common arms, 
for flavery always begins with opinion. Alas! 
of what ufe is the liberty of afling, to thofe 
who are debarred from the liberty of think- 
, ing ? it vas, therefore, neceffary firft to at- 
tack fuperflition ; and to this fervice the re- 
vival of letters, and the fejparation of the 
reformed churches concurred in a wonderful 
degree. The Gofpellers, who, like all re- 
volters, were obliged, for want of a juridical 
title, to have recourfe to natural law, at- 
tentively fcrutinized the principles of the 
civil, and eccleGaftical government. Weak 
in their beginning, and forced to contend at - 
once againft antiquity, cuftom, and pof- 
feffion, it was neceflary to preferve an aufteri- 
ty in their morals, and feverity in their tenets. 
M 4 It 
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It was not therefore without reafon, that they 
called themfelves Reformers. On the other 
hand, the church of Rome, warned by this 
defe&ion, fliould have accompanied the ex- 
ercife of her power, with more precaution. 
Controverfy, the dangerous flame of which 
frequently burns, but always enlightens, fub- 
mitted every thing to difcuflion. From this 
theological labour came forth an unexpected 
fruit. Philofophy arofe (lowly on the ruins 
of opinion. She' taught the people, their 
rights, the fovereigns, their duty, and all, 
moderation. Let us examine whether during 
this long temporal, and fpiritual war, whether 
amidft that immenfe chaos into which, the 
earth feemed again plunged, we can per- 
ceive any thing ufeful fpringing up, any 
amendment in the condition of humanity. 

To begin with the north, where I behold 
a noble, valiant, and generous people, juft 
after they had broken in pieces the chains 
forged by foreign defpotifm. Guftavus drove 
away tyrants ; and . thefe tyrants were a de- 
bauched prince, and a proud prieft. For 
we may obferve that thefe two different kinds 
of oppreflions were, to the misfortune of the 
nation, long united. Chriftian the fécond 

of 
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of Denmark and Troll caufed the whole fe- 
nate to be maffacred at a feaft -, they drenched 
all Sweden in blood- Guftavus, by expelling 
the Defpot, and the Inquifitor, eftablifhed 
♦civil, and religious liberty ; and thus, founded 
the profperity of a people, in whofe fate all 
other nations ought to intereft themfelves, 
fince they are brave without cruelty, and 
warlike without ambition. 

As I defcend towards the fouth, I perceive 
Saxony, Hefle, and the greater part of Ger- 
many beginning to prefcribe limits to the in- 
fatiable fpirit of Charles the fifth, and foon 
afterwards freeing themfelves at once from 
the cruel yokes of the Pope, and that tyrant, 
Ferdinand the fécond. I obferve them pre- 
paring to, confirm irrevocably their privi- 
leges, and liberties, by the celebrated treaty 
of Weftphalia. 

As I approach the weft, I contemplate 
with pleafure the progrefs of an induftrious, 
and frugal republic. I am aftonifhed at its 
courage, its efforts, and its fuccefTes -, and I 
enquire who hath been the caufe of fuch a 
revolution. The anfwer is, a cardinal dc 
Granvelle, the minifter of a tyrant, named 
Philip the fécond. I depart from this re- 
public 
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public increafing in extent, and (lability, 
and 'laying the foundations of that profperity, 
which it hath fince enjoyed. 

I crofs the ocean, and pafs into England, 
where I meet tranquility, and good order, 
yet every where obferve the marks of blood. 
I learn that during the preceding reign, the 
Jefuits, emiffaries of this very Philip, had, 
in the name of Mary, a confort worthy of 
fcer lord, condemned to execution, hundreds 
of the citizens. I find a ferious and melan- 
choly people, bearing the impreffions of paft 
calamities, . deeply engraven on their hearts, 
and I forefee, that the defpotifm, and the 
perfecution of Mary, muft one day fervc to 
cement the edifice of liberty*^) 

Returning, I land in France. There, Henry 
the Fourth reigns in peace, and through his 



means?, 



(o) The martyrdoms during the (hort reign of Mary, 
each of which (as Mr. Hume juftly obferves) was 
equivalent to an hundred fermons againft popery, have 
exceedingly contributed to cement the edifice of our re- 
ligious liberty ; fo prophetical were the words, in which 
that great, but much-neglected pattern to fucceeding 
churchmen, Latimer, bifhop of Worcefler, addrefled 
his fellow fuflerer, Ridley, at the Hake. " Cheer up, 
" good brother, we fhall this day kindle fuch a torch 
" in England, as,^ I trull in God, fhall never beex- 
** tinguifhed. K. 
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means, toleration reigns with him ; but ftill 
the ferment of the mind remains; fuperftt- 
ftition may make new efforts-, yet never can 
its empire be re-eftablifhed, and the catho- 
licifm of the French will always be the molt 
independent on the court of Rome. 

I turn my fteps from the South. Spain is 
ftill the home of defpotifm, as Rome is the 
native refidence of an intolerant fpirit. But, 
proceeding towards' the Eaft, I difcover ano- 
ther Holland, a fécond federal government ; 
divided, yet not weak-, free, yet not faétious; 
where reafon, and good fenfe fo eminently 
prevail, that it is unneceflary to enquire 
whether it be portioned out into feveral modes 
of faith. Whilft every thing feems arrived 
at fuch a pitch of amendment, I can ho 
longer fear palling the Alps •, I fhall find even 
in Italy afylums where wholefome laws, and 
good fyftems of government flourjfb. I 
fhall (lop with pleafure in Tufcany : I fhall 
vifit, in particular that wife republic, equally 
as inacceflible to fpiritual ufurpations, as to 
military invafions. Reflored at length to my 
Tolitude, and my meditations, I fhall not af- 
fert that all is good, but that all is become 

better 
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better than it ufed to be. There is a pro- 
grefs ; the world affords hopes. 

I am fenfible that there are perfons wKom 
it will be difficult for me to perfuade. 1 mean 
thofe profound çontemplators, who fecluding 
themfelves from their fellow- creatures, are 
affiduoufly employed in framing laws for 
them, and the moft frequently negledt the 
care of their domeftic, and private concerns, 
to prefcribe to empires that form of govern- 
ment to which they imagine that they ought 
to fabniit.(p) Now, as no nation hath as yet 
adopted their fyftem, they imagine that the 
Hate of polities is always in its infancy. 
However extravagant this prepoflfeffion may 
be, Î certainly lhall not deny but that there may 
exift fome governments more perfect, or a 
greater number of good governments, than 
are to be met with in the prelent times. But 
Jet us remember that Solon did not give to 

the 
«— — — — ■ — — — ^— — — 

(p) The celebrated Hogarth hath reprefented, in 
one of his moral engravings, a young man who, after 
having fquandered away his fortune, is, by his cre- 
ditors, lodged in goal. There, he fits, melancholy, 
and difconcerted, near a table, whilft a fcroll lies under 
his foot, and bears the following title ; being a new 
febeme for paying the deb: of the nation. ByT.L. now a 
frifoner in the Fleet. 
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the Athenians the bed laws which he could 
poffibly have ena&ed, but the bed laws which 
they could have followed. In particular, let 
us allow that the welfare of mankind is of 
all obje&s the mod interefting, and that even - 
the good may be too dearly bought, London 
is more regular than Paris, Dieppe, than 
Rouen, and Manheim than Stralburg: yet . 
London, Dieppey and Manheim were formerly 
deftroyed by the flames. What architect 
will ever advife the fetting fire to Paris, that 
it may be afterwards rebuilt, on a regular, 
and magnificent plan ? it is only to an un- 
polifhed people that a legiflator can give 
whatfoever laws he chufes. The bufinefs of 
reafon, of philofophy, and of found polity, 
is rather to amend than to change the go- 
vernment. Under their benign influence, 
Democracy fhould become lefs licentious, 
Arillocracy lefs haughty, and Monarchy, lefs 
ambitious: even Defpotifm, if Defpotifm 
can dill exid within enlightened nations, will 
appear more mild, and, at the lead, bend to 
reafon.^; Befides, might we not oppofe 

our 

(q) We have an example of this amongft the Danes, 
who, though it be an hundred years fince they have 

fur- 
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our modern governments to the ancient go- 
vernments, and yet find that we had all the 
advantage ? it hath already been obferyed, at 
the beginning of this work, that Greece be- 
holden with awe by her own times, and with 
refpedt, by our times, doth not offer to us, 
when confidered in the whole, a plan in any 
degree fo rational, and well-concerted, as the 
Dutch, and Helvetic confederacies; neither 
amongft her different members, do we per- 
ceive a polity of equal weight with the polity 
of thofe particular eftates, which, when af- 
'fcmbled, form the great eftates. In Ger- 
many, Hamburg, Bremen, Lubec, Augfburg, 
and all the free cities of the empire, are for- 
tunate plants, growing beneath the fhade of 
the oaks which proteft them ; but the plant 
in flower hath not confumed the fubftance of 
the tree which defends it, nor hath the tree, ' 
by cafting too thick a (hade, occafioned the 
tender plant to wither. Some authors have 
afferted, that formerly, amongft well-go- 
verned people, abfolute potter was almoft 
entirely unknown. As for me, I fhould 

rather 

furrendered their liberties to their prince, do, not- 
withftanding enjoy a mild, peaceable, and well- tem-*' 
pered government. 



PVBLIC HAPPINESS. 175 

rather be inclined to doubt, whether amongft' 
thefe very people, there ever exifted more 
liberty, than is enjoyed at prefent. I know 
that by fixing on a moment within the duration 
of ages, one may obfèrve Peloponnefus, 
Achaia, Afia Minor, the Archipelago iflands, 
and a part of the coafts of Italy partaking 
of a free government -, but were not Ma- 
cedonia, Thrace, Illyrium, and Epirus fub- 
jedfc to the authority of kings ? it muft be 
confeffed that the time when there were even 
the moft republics, was not the happieft time 
for the people. I place it between the 
Median war, and Philip of Macedon. At 
the death of Alexander, all liberty was de* 
ftroyed within the Eaft. It may perhaps be 
objeAed to me, that liberty found an afylucn 
amidft the vaft dates of Rome, and Carthage. 
Amidft their ftates? certainly no. If only 
the cities of Rome, and Carthage are alluded 
to, the fa£t may be more readily granted. 
But can it really be doubted that the Romans 
exercifed a fovereign authority over the con- 
quered provinces, or that the Carthaginians 
were abfolute tyrants over Spain, Sardinia, 
Corfica, the Balearic iflands, &c. If Bern, 
and Amfterdam governed the Swifs, and the 

Hoi- 
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Hollanders, in the fame manner that thefe 
nations govern the United Provinces, and the 
Généralité lands, I fhould confider the cities 

' of Bern, and Amfterdam, as the only free 
cities in Switzerland, and Holland. But the 
reafon why thefe two people enjoy a govern- 
ment perfeftly free, is becaufe each part of 
the ftate, is a ftate within itfelf ; it is becaufe 
the republic is but compofed of an infinity 
of republics. To thefe reipeâtable focieties, 
may be .added all the Hans, and Imperial 
towns, Venice, Genoa, Poland, and even 
Sweden ; for a country where a king is but a 
fenator in the council, and but a cànful, when 

. with the army, may well be confijiered as a re- 
public.(r) Within this Hft, we may alfo in- 

tlude 

(r) The reader, in juftice to the elegant author of 
this work, will naturally imagine that when the remark 
concerning Sweden was written, a young ambitious 
monarch had not efFeôed a revolution in his kingdom, 
by means as fecretly, and artfully concerted, as they 
were rapidly executed. To renounce, with all the 
public folemnity of oaths, every claim to arbitrary pow- 
er, and in the next moment, to acquire the mod ab- 
folute authority, is a mailer-ftroke in politics, of which 
, it would be difficult to find another inftance. To what 
future glorious exceffes muft the patriotifm of this man 
be carried, before he can atone for fuch an aft of per* 
ûdyi JL. 
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dude England, the government of which» 
unknown to the ancients, approaches nearer 
to a republic, than to a monarchy. Let us 
now fum up the liberty, exifting in the pre- 
fent times, and compare it with the liberty 
which may be difcovered during any other 
epoch whatfoever. Yet, would there be the 
leaft room for the comparifon, were we to 
throw into this calculation the liberty which 
ftiHr reigns even in the midft of the mod un- 
limited monarchies ? amongft the ancients, 
there was fcarcely any medium between a re- 
public, and tyranny ; but befides that tyranny 
is become more unufual, fince the middle of 
the laft century, the greater number of thofe 
provinces which compofe our modern mo- 
narchies, enjoy privileges, laws, and cuftoms, 
which limit the fovereign authority. The 
Auftrian power is entirely formed of fcattered 
provinces, all of which have ftates, entitled 
to grant, and raife, themfelves, the neceflary 
fubfidies. Several pofleffions belonging to 
the eleftors, and the princes of the empire, 
are inverted with the fame privileges.^ In 
Vol. II. N France, 

(s) The greater part of the ftates of Germany have 
arbitrators eftabliflied amongft them, ftiled Auftrtga. 

We 
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ÇYa.nce, Languedoc, Brittany, Provence, Al* 

face, Flanders, the Artois, and the provinces 

of Foix, Navarre, and Bjgorre, are legally 

represented ; and, throughout the whole 

kingdom, the tribunals carefully vyatch over 

the prefervation of properties. Caftile, and 

i\rragon//) formerly had ftates, but thefe 

people have now loft them, whilft in their 

place, is fubtyitutfd a certain Itbe king^ which 
m i ght 

We mud have o.ftcn obfervcd the princes of the empire, 
adling as mediators between an opprefTed people, and 
their fovereigns. Of this, the duke of Wurtemburgh 
hath given a recent inftance. 

(t) The kingdom of Arragon formerly enjoyed •$ 
privilege, to which all nations have a natural right, 
but which no exertions of human fortitude, and wifdom, 
have ever yet been able to maintain, for any length of 
cime, inviolate. In virtue of a folemn contract, entered 
into by the people, and their firft monarch, and ratified 
by all his fucceflbrs, it became lawful to take up arms 
againft the fovereign, who mould infringe the liberties 
of his fubje&s. Peter of Arragon prevailed on the 
Cortes, or parliaments to abolifh this right;; and, after- 
wards, Philip the fécond, who, like»a true tyrant, al- 
ways concluded that if a nation had a fingle right re- 
maining, they 'enjoyed one too many, reduced them 
into the mod abjecl flate of fubjeclion. Dr. Bufchfng 
obferves that Philip the fifth, incenfed againft the Ar- 
ragonians, for having, in 1605, efpoufed the caufe of 
the Archduke Charles the third, annulled all their pri- 
vileges ; but it feems more evident that Philip the fé- 
cond had left this ready done to 'his hands. K. 
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might with reafon prove fomewhat offence 
to the ear of an Athenian. This aifo mull 
be confefiedv on fome occafions, times of 
oppreffion arife, during which, privileges 
fleep* but were the ancient republics without 
their demagogues ? did Alcibiades, Àrnilcar, 
* or Sylla leave much power in the hands of 
che people ? 

The reader will pleafe to obferve, that in 
this parallel, I have not gone beyond the li- 
mits of the continent ; but were I to take in 
North-America, I might well fet Solon, and 
Lycurgus at defiance, by oppofing to them, 
only Lock, and William Penn. Let us ex- 
amine the laws of Penfylvania, and Carolina, 
and compare them with the laws of Sparta, " 
and we (hall find them differing froih each 
other, like the domeftic government of a 
farm, and the rules of the order of Saint Be- 
nediot. Who will not enjoy a pleafing fenfa- 
tion, when he refle&s, that a tra# of more 
than four thousand fquare leagues, is now in- 
creating its population, under the aufpices of 
liberty, an4 reafon, whilft every inhabitant 
feels that the leading principle of its morai 
fyftem is equality, as the leading principle of 
its political fyftcm is agriculture ? 

M 2 CHAP. 
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CHAP. V. 



Continuation of the preceding fubjett. AgricuU 
tare and population are the trueft proofs of the 
bappinefs of the people. 



A F we reckon only nations under fettled 
forms of government, it muft be evident, 
from the courfe of thefe enquiries, that the 
modern nations are much more inftrufted, 
and can boaft of at leaft as ample a portion 
of liberty, as ever was enjoyed by any of the 
ancient nations. But as knowledge, and evjen 
liberty are only ferviceable fo far as they con- 
cur towards the acquifition of the greateft hap* 
pinefs of the greateft number of individuals, it 
becomes neceffary to enquire whether alfo 
from thefe circumftances we may draw fuch 
concluftans, as have been already proved by 

former 
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former inductions. We have reafon to fup- 
pofe that the felicity of mankind is as great 
during the prefent times, as it hath been in 
any aera whatfoever. Let us now feek out 
for fomè diftinguifhing mark, fome particular 
fymptoms which may ferve as theftandards 
of this Public Happinefs. The two proofs 
which will naturally prefent themfelves, are 
agriculture, and population. I name agri- 
culture before population, becaufe that when- 
foever a large quantity of land, within a na- 
tion not compofed of an extenfive number 
of individuals, is induftrioufly, and carefully 
cultivated, the confequence muft be, that 
this nation will confume a great deal, and 
add to the necefiary aliments of life, thofe 
• comforts, and conveniences, which form the 
happinefs of life. If, on the contrary, -the 
increafe of the people be in proportion to the 
increafe of agriculture, what can be concluded 
from hence, but that this multiplication of 
the human fpecies, like the multiplication of 
every other fpecies, arifes folely from their 
well-being? agriculture is, therefore, not 
only a diftinguiihing mark of the felicity of 
the people, but anterior, and preferable to 
the fymptoms of population. 

N 3 Is 
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Is the agriculture of rhç moderns fuperior 
to the agriculture of the ancients ? were xhi& 
queftion to be confidered in its full extent, 
it would require a feparate work. There is 
no fubjeét which could afford more ample 
room to the paFade of erudition, and in this 
v .confideration, the learned muft perceive a 
powerful allurement. But yet, of all the en- 
quiries into the fituations of antiquity,, this 
enquiry hath been the moft neglefted. As 
for me, 1 fhall think it fufficient to hazard 
fome conje&ures* and to fupport them by 
fome few authorities, perfuaded as Lam, that 
whenfoever a writer feels no inclination to be- 
come polemical, it cannot be difficult to- 
mark thofe principal points, on which an im- 
partial man fhould reft his opinion. Heaps 
of erudition are only for the obftinate critic, 
whom they cannot convert ; to the judicious 
reader, who. might otherwife be enlightened* 
they are terrible. . 

Although Terentius Varro, and Columella 

> have cited a great number of Greek authors, 

who have written on agriculture,^ .1 fhould 

ima- 

(u) Magna pôrro et Graecorum turba ell de ruftici* 
rebus praecipiens, &c. (Col. de re mftica, lib. i. 

cap. 
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imagine that in our days, when we mention the * 
modes of cultivation, peculiar to the ancients, 
we fet forward from the firft ages of Rome. 
At the beginning,* two acres (journaux,) (iï) 
included all the land belonging tô each fa- 
ffiily. In the more profpèrous times, when 
the republic became enriched by conquefts, 
fôme ambitious magiftrates, dêfirous of pur- 
chafing the favour of the people, by an ex- 
traordinary aft ôf condefcenfion, propôfed to 
allot feven acres to every family, a divifton 
which was considered as exorbitant, and which 
never took place. From hence the moderns 
have Concluded that the Roman agriculture 
muft have been carried to the higheft per- 
fection, fince two acres of land were fufffcient 
N 4 for 

cap. 1.) Terentius Varro mentions the names of 
fifty. 

(x) It is thus that I fhall always tranflate the word 
juger, fincc it doth not relate precifely to any of our 
meafures. The juger contained twenty-eight thoufaiid, 
eight hundred fquare feet* which is fomewhat more 
than half an acre. According to Arbathnot, two ju- 
gera are one Englifh acre, and a quarter, a meafure 
rather exceeding the French arpent rcyaL But the pro- 
duce of the juger may be better eftimated, by a pafTage 
in Columella, lib. 2. c 9. where, treating of feed, he 
obferves, "jugerum agri pinguis y plerumque modios tritici 
quatuor, mediocris quinque pojiufat. 
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for the fubfiftance of a whole family, in 
which we may reckon about five perfons» 
But thcfe admirers of antiquity were not 
aware that even the proofs which they brought 
to fupport their opinion, tended to its de- 
ftru&ion, according to the common proverb, 
who proves too much, proves nothing» We may 
reckon that in a labouring family, each in- 
dividual annually confumes two fetters of corn, 
an allowance being made for the women, and 
children. To a Roman family, therefore, 
ten fetters of corn were annually neceflary. 
Now, it feldom happens, howfoever well cul- 
tivated the land may be> that there is no oc-» 
cafion for it, at any time* to lie fallow > 9 (y) 
and that land which produces a return from 
the feed fown of feven to one, may be counted 
good land. Two Jugera^ the meafure of 

which 

(y) Columella recommends a domain of arable lands» 
and heath. " Terreni/que alt is cult is at que alii s Jtl*veQri- 
lus, etafperis" (1. i. c. 2.) This paffage proves that 
tKen, as in the prefent times, many parts of Italy con, 

lifted of heaths, and had lands Î have retained 

the fetter in the tranflation, to avoid a blunder, by an 
attempt to reduce it into an Englifh meafure ; and the 
rather, becaufe the authority to which I have referred» 
makes the fetter, (corn meafure) twelve bufhels. Tbs 
Paris fetter 9 (wine meafure) is four quarts. K. 
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* 

which did not exceed by a quarter the meafurc 
of a Paris acre, could fcarcelyhave prcduced > 
including the year of fallowing, and a year 
pf fervice, more than fix fetters of wheat, 
and about an equal quantity of barley, fetting 
afide the feed neceflary to be fown. We will 
fuppofe that the mod affiduous cultivation 
could have occafioned thefe lands to furnilh 
an annual crop, yet ftill it is to be prefumed 
that the fole produft of the third year would 
be fomè lupines, fome bad peâs, or fome other 
pulfe of this kind. Thus our Roman family 
will only have communibus anms, two fetters 
of, wheat, and f bur fetters of barley to fubfift 
on. If this calculation be too low, and the 
fertility of a well cultivated piece of land 
ftiould, like a garden, be judged greatly to 
furpafs the fertility of our extenfive fields, let 
the produft be doubled, and it will be found 
that ftill there are not two fetters of corn to 
every head, without reckoning that it may 
be obferved, that if the daily culture of a 
fmall fpot of ground can render it more fer-^ 
tile, than the foil of a large farm, this ad- 
vantage is-alfo counterbalanced by the want 
of dung, marl, and other manure. 

But 
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Bat mankind ftand in need of fomething 
more than food ; they muft have arms, rai- 

. ment, furniture, and uténfils. I readily al- 
low that in a ^yarm cKmate, z great deal of 
cloathing is not wanted -, but let -it be re- 
membered, that a much more plentiful crop 
hath been railed from the earth, than can be 
expe&éd from fuch" a foil as that within the 
neighbourhood of Rome; that irvfpite of all 
this, the quantity of corn fufficient for »fub- . 
fiftance, was not produced, and that, % . of 
courfe, no ground remained for the culture of 
hemp, fruit-trees, timber, &c. From hence,, 
it follows, that it was neceflary for fome other 
labour, befides agriculture, to aid in pro- 
curing alubfiftance for the people. Now, by 
whom could this labour have been paid for,, 
nnlefs by thofe who enjoyed a fuperftaity, by 
thofe who had a fubfiftance beyond theitf 
wants, that is to' fay, who pôfftfftd more 
land than was requifite for their confumptiori,: 
and the confumption of their family ? bUc 
from the moment that We admit of an un- 
equal diftribution, it isno longer aftonifhing 
that a family can fubfift with' two acres of 

• land, becaule each individual, éxclufive of 
his property, reaps the fruits of his induftryj 

and 
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and it is evident, that rn many villages of 
France, fevcral families five comfortably, and 
yet have no ground in their hands. If we 
can rely on Plutarch, Numa divided the ci- 
tizens of Rome into different companies ôf 
trades, fuch as the companies of carpenters, 
of tailors, of goldfmiths, of dyers, &c.(zj 
Now, thefc trades neceffarily reprefent a cer- 
tain quantity of manufactures, and this quan- 
tity of manufactures represents an overplus 
of fubfiftance, as well* amongft the rich, as 
within the pubHc revenues : but what idea 
can be conceived of any divifion of land, 
before this fame Numa, who was the firft 

who 



(z) See the life of Numa Pompilius. Mr. ' Hook, in 
his Roman hiftdry, hath ^obferved that this divifion i» 
not mentioned either by Livy, or Dionyfius Halicar- 
naflius, v and that it, is even contrary to what this laft 
writer afTerts, namely, that only two kinds of occu- 
pations were then known at IJ.ome ; and thefe were war, 
and agriculture. It is a pity that the hiftoriaris of an- 
tiquity do not quote the authorities to which they may 
hWe had recourfe. At prefent, Livy, and Pionyfius 
#rc the only authors we know of, for the firft ages of 
the republic; but Plutarch poffibly met with other 
fources of information. Befides, as the Romans had 
ceremonial habits, facrifices, temples,- aqueducts, and 
bridges, there mud have been tailors, carpenters^ 
mafons, &c. 
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who ordered the boundaries of farms to be 
marked out, and rendered them facred, by 
the celebration of facrifices, in honour to the 
God Terminus? the words 'of Dionyfius Ha- 
licarnaflius merit a particular attention. - Nu- 
ma (faith he) commanded every proprietor ta 
circumscribe bis ejiate, and to mark out th* 
boundaries of it with Jiones, which received the 
name of Terminalia.(a) It is to be obferved 
that he doth not fay that Numa ordered the 
divifions to be verified, nor that he direfted 
a new furvey to be made, but only that hç 
enjoined each proprietor to mark out the. 
boundaries of his eftate. 

Let us agpin confult Dionyfius Halfcar- 
naffius : wefhall learn from him, that Tullus. 
Hoftilius conciliated the afFe&ions of the 
people, by dividing amongft them thofe royaj 
domains which Numa had left him : for the 
kings (adds our author) poffeffed rich and fer- 
tile fields, from the produit of which they' 
raifed a fujficiency to defray the expence of the 
facrifices, and keep up their fplendid manner of 
living. Tullus parted his domains amongft 

the* 

s-yo-a,i 7u$9K £7» iW opoiç* &c. Antiq. Rom. lib. z. c. 7^ 
pag. 128. torn. 1. Edit. Oxon. 1704. 
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the poorcft individuals, who, by thefe means 1 , 
perceived themfelves relieved from the ne- 
ceffity of working as mercenaries.^ His 
fucceflbr Ancus Martius, on his acceflion to 
the throne, recalled the attention of the people 
to agriculture, and renewed the eftablifh- 
ments introduced by Numa. But, at that 
time, a divifion was not the matter in quefti- 
on, any more than under the reign of Tar- 
quin the elder. From what epoch therefore 
muft we date it? and why, at the eftablifh- 
ment of the Cenfus, by Servius Tullius, do 
we, on a fudden, obferve fo (hiking a dif- 
ference 

(b) Xwpxf **X 09 è|aipeToy oî «rpo ôvTtf jSoe'tAirç «roXX^» xaù 
ciya,Qr}Vf iÇ ?ç ctpaifêfAtm ràç Vfoovhsç, ier& ti Siwf «riTiXa, 
jlôÙ ràç tiq rht ïho» @iof â.<p$6v8<; ux w *v* , °f' M Ç • • • • Taturr.p 
« TvXA©- «rrrpn}* to»ç prioita xtâpop tx tiai Pvfmwf xar 
avfya, .... raurn & t» f itauOpwrta Ta, asropsç t«» voXitw» 
JntKotfU, wavrac haTfivorraç roîç aXXoiç. 1. 3. C. I. p. 132. 
From this pa/Tage, it may be obferved, firft, that in 
the reign of Xullus Hoftilius, there were citizens who 
had no farms, and who lived by the labour of their 
Viands ; fecondly, that this divifion was made according 
to every head, x*r <«$§«, and not according to every fa- 
mily ; thirdly, that it is evident, that from this period, 
there were citizens in fuch a fituation, as enabled them 
to pay for the labour of others. All thefe circum- 
ftances overthrow the notions which we have conceived 
of the agriculture, divifion s of land, and equality 
which reigned amongfl the ancient Romans. 
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ference in eftates, and fuch a multitude of 
rich citizens ? fourfcore centuries, or corn- 
mnies, were to be compofed folely of thofe 
citizens who were worth an hundred mina 9 
or about tbreç hundred and thirty founds fter~ 
ling* a confiderabk ium, if we recoiled the 
fparcjty pf fpecies, and the want of com- 
merce, which circumftances muft have in- 
creafed it in a dçcuple proportion^ c) Now, 
I would afk if a property of two, four, or 

(c) In the time of Polybius, living was fo cheap 
that, at the inns, no prices of provifions was fpecified, 
but a traveller was fupplied with as much as he could 
*eafonably want, at the rate of a quarter of an obolus , 
which is not a third of an Englilh penny. (See Polyb. 
Pari* 1609, fol. Jib. 2. p. 103.) The price of fix Eng- 
li(h pecks of wheat was nor, at the moft, above fix- 
pence Her ling. (See a learned work, written by Mr. du 
Près de St. Maur, entitled, Recherches fur les monwies* 
ch. 3.) . ; . . . This gentleman, who is Mafter of the 
Accounts, and one' of the forty, belonging to the 
French academy, tranflated, in the earlier part of his 
life, the " Paradife UJ" of Milton. Lewis Racine, 
the ibn of the celebrated dramatic writer, employed 
his powers in the fame attempt, but with unequal fuc- 
cefs. The fire, and majefty of our immortal bara 
blaze, although by intervals, and, probably, with di- 
miniihed luftre, in the glowing numbers of Saint Maur ; 
in the cold verfion pî Racine, they are totally éxtin- 
guifhçd. K. * 
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feven acres of land, could ever have repre^ 
fentedTuph a capital, and if, within a coun- 
try . exclufiyely attached to agriculture, this 
Cfenfus ought not to have been fettled, rather 
from a meafurement of land, than a valua- 
tion of fpecies*. (d) It is more reafonable tQ 
fuppofe that Numa, Tullus, and Servius 
concluded it expedient that each family fhould 
ppfïefs ^ certain quantity of land, with 4 
double view of enabling them to acquire fome 
fubfiftance, and feçuring their attachment to 
their native country ^ tjjat, in f^ft, two acres 
of land were confidered as the fmalleft pqr- 
tion which could poffibly have been allotted, 
but that, this Minimum having been fixed, 

- np 

(d) Livy, and Dionyfius Halicarnaffius alfo furnifh 
us with feveral paffages, from which we may infer that 
an inequality of fortune prevailed am,origft the Romans, 
from the earlieft times of the republic. I £ha.U quote 
but one paffage. Thefe two authors agree in averting 
that Horaûus Cocles received, as the reward of his va- 
lour, as much lan,d, as he could plough rotjnd a.bout 

in a day Agri quantum uno die circumara<vit 

datum. (Tip. Liv.) 

The text pf Dionyfius Halicarnaflius positively men- 
tions the fame fad. Now, at that period, fuch a pof- 
(çffion could not have been thought, exorbitant. Eefidcs, 
it is well known, with what moderation the Romaas 
conferred lucrative rewards. 
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no precaution was taken to limit the too great 
extent of property ; in fliort, that an inequa* 
lity of fortunes made its firft appearance with 
the kings, and continued to e*ift always 
during the republic. It is thus, that we are 
to explain the reafon why, after a lapfe of 
almoft four hundred years, from the foun* 
dation of Rome, the people ftill complained 
that the lands were only diftributed to them, 
at the rate of two acres toeach/amily, whilft 
fome Patricians, who held more than five 
hundred acres, enjoyed a property equivalent 
to the (hares of three hundred citizens ; and* 
what is well worthy of our notice, they added, 
that the land given to them, was fcarcely fuf- 
ficieht for their dwelling, or even for their 
grave -,(e) a proof that it was not, at that 

period, 

(e) "Auderentne poftulare ut quùm bina jugera 
agri plebi dividerenter ipfis plus quinquaginta jugera 
habere liceret ? ut finguli propè trecentorum civium 
poffiderent agros, plebeio homini vix ad tectum necefla- 
rium, aut locum fepulturae fuus pateret ager." (Tit. 
Liv. lib. 6.) 

In order properly to underftand this paflage, and, in 
general, to take in the full fcope of the great queftiôn, 
relative to the divifion of lands, it muft be recollected 
that thefe diviiions were 'made alfo by colonies, and 
that the Patricians, whether through pride, or through 

avarice, 
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period, fuppofed that a family could have 
fubfifted on two acres of ground. In the 
lime manner, when we pbferve that, in the 
fequel, an accufation of having harboured 
fecret defighs, and flattered the people, was 
levelled againft thofe, who would have intro- 
duced an allotment of feven acres of land, 
Vol. II. O we 

avarice, or in fhort, with a political view of keeping 
the people in a ftate of degradation, obftinately per- 
mitted in modelling the new distributions of ground, 
after- that firit plan of allotment, of which their an- 
ceftors had given them an example. I fhould imagine 
that this was a double aft of injuftice. Firft, becaufe, 
cîrcumftances varying, the extent of lands being more 
considerable, and the public treafury more opulent, it 
feemed reafbnable, that the diftributions amongft the 
citizens, ihould have been more ample, and advan- 
tageous, at fuch a period, than it had been, in the. 
time paft. «Secondly, becaufe the new colonifts were 
forced to refide within their little territories.; whereas 
the ancient Plebeians having received a divifion of 
lands, fituated within the neighbourhood of Rome, 
were enabled to cultivate them, without being obliged 
either to build on the fpot, or to quit the city. As to 
the reft, 1 mull ftill repeat, that all this proves nothing 
in favour of the Roman agriculture; for the "colonifts 
will conftantly think two acres in a good country fuf? 
iiciently alluring : the families of colonifts being in ge- 
neral confined to three perfons ; and befides, all the 
refources of induftry were left to thofe, who could not 
fubM on the produit of their ground. 
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97e muft underftand this, as dill referring to 
the portions, divided amongft the colonifts, 
or to the fmalleft diftribution enjoyed by the 
moft inconfiderable citizen. Now, as a great 
number of the Plebeians had either fold, or 
alienated their properties, it muft have been 
very difficult to have found near Rome, a 
fufficient quantity of land to have fupported 
a diftribution of feven acres, amongft thefe 
individuals ; nor could fuch a plan have been 
executed, without considerably diminifhing 
the revenues of the public treafury, or with- 
out attacking the properties of the Patricians, 
a circumftance of which they were by far the 
moft apprehenfive. In fa£t, there are byt 
few inftances of a conduct more iniquitous, 
than the cpnduft of thefe vertuous Patricians, 
fo revered by all hiftorians, excepting Mr. 
Hooke.(f) It is in this condud that every 

kind 

.1 - . . . .. 

(f) I fhould have felt a painful emotion of furprife, 
if my illuftrious friend, who thinks, and writes with 
all the freedom of an honeft man, had joined the fer- 
vile herd of imitators, and blamed the firuggles which 
were made for liberty, It is to Montefqoieu, that ho 
refigns the fhamefui " difficulty of determining whether 
*< the infolence with which the Plebeians made their de- 
4< mands, or the eafy condt/cenfion with which the Senate 

" granted 
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kind of enormity is interwoven, from the 
condemnation of Speius Caffius, to the mur-» 
dtr of the Gracchi : but this we have animad- 
verted OH) in a former part of the work. 
Let us keep within the bounds of our. fub- 
je&> and, fiace we arc convinced that the 
distributions of lands» amongft the Romans» 
prove, nothing in favour of agriculture, en-* 
quire whether there cxift other . pofitive za+ 
thorites» capable of throwing more light on 
this queftioi). 

. Amidft the ,great number of ancient au-» 

thors, wh9 b*yci written on, agriculture, four. 

oply have puffed to pofterity : Marcus Fortius 

Cato> Marcus Tèrentius Varro, Virgil, and 

O 2 Co-? 

ii 1 ■ * «■ nf mniy — ^w ^mhi ■ i n ! i n h 1. 

%s grunted (hem, was the grcateft"f The compliment 
to Mr. Hooke is à laurel over his grave, which will not 
Wither ; but if the Chevalier imagines that this author 
h&th an exclusive right tp it, to inform him that he is 
çiiftaken, can be no ungrateful return to thatjufticc, 
which he hath mewn an Englifhman. Mr. de Beau- 
fort, a native of France, hath deviated, like Mr. Hooke, 
from the fentimenes of an unfeeling multitude, and, in 
his *< Refublique Romai*e> 9 \ approved of that inflexible 
resolution, with which the Plebeians oppofed a moft 
abandoned fet of tyrants, and, in fome meafure, fe- 
cured their privileges from encroachments, which were 
Calculated entirely to deftroy them. K. 

f Sa " Éfprit des loix." 
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Columella.^ We (hall not here enter into 
a \ detail of tbofe precepts which they have 
tranfmitted torn. It will be fufficient fimply 
toobferve that if they differ in fomc parts of 
this detail, ftiU they agree with tolerable ex- 
a&nefs, relatively to their general principles, 
and concur in giving us the fame idea of the 
culture peculiar to the Romans; From their 
writings, we may reafonably infer that their 
methods of cultivation approached much . 
nearer to the praftice adopted, in the prefent 
times, throughout Languedoc, Provence, and 
Italy, than to the cuftom in the corn-coun- 
tries, that is to fay, that they gave the pre- 
ference to olivewtrees, fruit-trees, and, in 
particular, to the vine, a fpecies of culture 
which feems;- above all others, fuited to hot 
climates. As tô arable lands, we have no 
proofs of their having been more fertile, than 
they are in our days, and in our climates. 
The ancients fowed on an acre of land about 
four, or five modii of wheat, that is, about 
fix, or feven pecks, and an half, Englith 

corn rneafure.f èj It is true indeed that Te- 

rentius 

(g) May we not add to this lift Palladius Rutilius? K. 

(b) Jugerum agri pinguis plerumfue modios tritici f **- 

tuor* medio cris quinçue poftuht : adora modùs mvtm 9 fi 

eft 
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rentius Varro mentions feme places in Italy, 
where the feed returns ten, and even as far as 
fifteen to one -, but his manner of expreffing 
himfejf evidently proves that he confidered 
fuch a produit, as very uncommon, and tha t 
it was not to be met with in. the neighbour, 
hood of Rome.(i) Befides* /Cicero (whoft 
authority muft be allowed to have additional 
weight, as this celebrated orator was hirofelf « 
a great farmer) informs us* that : the feed 
ufually returned eight to one, and that when 
the return was as ten to one, all the gods 
were fuppofed to have been propitious to this 
increafe.(i) The greater part of the lands 
lay fallow during every other year. Virgil 
' and Columella recommend this pra&ice for 
thofe lands, which produce barley, or 
O j ,", wheat. 



eft latum fclurn, fi mediocre, decern defider at* (Colum. 1. 2. 
c. 9.) Varro allows one modius more to each acre, but 
this prattice doth not differ greatly from our pra&ice. 

(i) Serun/ur faba modii IV. in jugero, tritici V* ^«rdei 

VI. f arris X. , « . Otforitabis. . . * . * Quantum- 

valet regio ut in eodem femine alicubi 9 cum decitpq r*deat 9 
alicubi cum quinqutdecimo y ut ia Jïtruria, et locisaHfuct 
in Italia, 

(k) Ager (ffkit cum ofia/vo ut ben} agatur. Verum ut. 
qmnes dii adjugent, cum decimo. • • . (in Verrem.) 
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wheat.(/)' It is true indeed that Varro met* 
tions certain lands, which never-lay fallow, 
but thefe were Olinthian lahds, and not in 
Italy; this alio was ftill lefs xbe cafe, within 
the: neighbourhood of Rome. Befides, the 
lame author, immediately, and without d if- 
foxring from his method, quotes ore Ltci- 
ftius, whofe advice it is that the lands (hould 
,lie fallow* every other year,(w) The finglp 
word Vervaiïumjfi) intended to exprefs a fal- 
low land,; fufficicntly proves that this cuftorn 
was common ^mongft the Romans. It is alfo 
evident from feyerai other paffagea* that all 
riie^-ouhd was oot cultivated. Suth is the 
paffage in which Columella recommends the 
choice of a domain* composed of arable 
.; , .. lands» 

ft) Ordeum niji Jolutum it ficam locum non patitur % 
at que ilia wicibus annorum requietum agitatumque altérais % 
it quam latijfimum «volant ar*uum. (Col. 1. Z. C. 9.) 

' €i Alternis idem tonfaa cefTare novates 
''Et fegncm patiere fitu durefcere campum." 
. . (Virg. Georg. lib. 1.) 

(inf jigrum alternis annis relinqui ofortei* aut paulo le* 
<ïh&ièm femimbut fer ere id eft qua minus \fugunt t err am \ 
(h i. c; 4 4.) * 

(») Vem>a&utoi ^L&.'-irere aéhtm> i. e. <verno tempore 
aratum,) land that hath been fallow, and is turned ift 
the ipririg to be ;fown the next year. (Ainfworth's dift, 
laft ed. by Merell, 1773,) 
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lands, and of uncultivated lands. (0) Ï allow 
that it may be objefted to me, that this author 
hath written at a time, when agriculture was 
falling to decay, amohgft the Romans; but 
it would be eafy to dèmônftrate, that at every 
period, they had vaft paftures, and untilled 
knds. It might alfo be added that the fa- 
mines, of which the firft ages of the republic 
afford us frequent inftances, and the im- 
portations t>£ corn from Sicrly, and Greece, 
allowed on different occafions, form new pre- 
fumpttons which rife in oppofition to that An- 
gular preference, given by fome, to the Roman 
agriculture, rather than to the modern agri* 
culture. As to the agriculture of certain 
privileged countries, luch as Sicily, fome 
parts of Greece, Egypt, and feveral pro- 
vinces of Afia Minor, it need only be men- 
tioned to congratulate thofe happy regions on 
the nature of their climate, and their foiî, 
which alrnoft fpontanebufly produce that 
which cannot be raifecj elfewhere, but by a 
long, and toilfome labour,(p) The only cir» 
O 4 cumftancc 

(0) Terrenifque alii s cultis> at que aliis Jtl<ueftribus 9 «# 

a/peris. (1. 1. C 2.) 

(p) Mauritania, Barbary, and Egypt, although laa- 

guiftiing under an oppreflive government, ftill enjojr 

this 
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cumftance to be enquired into, is, whether 
the laws of the ancients, and their applicati- 
on to the arts of hufbandry, enabled them to 
eflablifh a ftate of agriculture, fuperior to 
our ftate of agriculture, abftraded from every 
local advantage. Now, I muft confefs that 
I do not perceive any point which operates in 
behalf of the ancient ftate of agriculture, 
nor lhall i ever fuppofe that there can be die 
leaft caufe to envy it, until I fhàll have been 
furnifhed with new arguments, deçifive of its 
pre-eminence. On the contrary, were it ne- 
ceffary to maintain an oppofite opinion, I 
fhould not be at a lofs for reafons fgAiciently 
plaufible. I will reft contented with pro- 
ducing fuch, as feem abfolutely to determine 
this matter in favour of the modern ftate of 
agriculture: and thefe are the alteration in 
the temperature of the air, and the decreafe 
of forefts. Mr. Hume hath obferved> after 
Abbé du Bos, that " Italy is warmer at pre- 
fent, than it was in ancient times "{q) Ifl the 

four. 

this local privilege which furniihes them with an over- 
plus of fubfiftance, capable of fupplying whole nations. 

(q) It inuft not be concealed that Mr. Wallace hath 
anfwered to this article in the diflertation, written by 

Mr, 
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• » 

four hundred and • eightieth v year from the 
foundation of Rome, the froft deftroyed all 
the fruit-trees, the Tyber was entirely frozen, , 

and 

■ - - ■ 

Mr. Hume ; but, to fay the truth, he feems only to have 
anfwered in order to fupport a kind of wager, that 
he would not let any argument pafs, without a reply* 
He hath not been more fuccefsful on this, than on many 
other occasions. FJe produces fome inftances of fevere 
frofts in the warm climates. He mentions alfo the win- 
ter of 1709. (See dijfertatiqn on the numbers of mankind, 
Append, p. 276.) Doth Juvenal obferve that it only 
happened once that a fuperflitious woman broke the ice 
of the Tyber? and although the orange- trees have 
fometimes been deftroyed by the froft, in the Hieres 
iflands, and at Nice, yet when 1 perceive thefe trees 
growing there, in the open ground, whilft in all France,, 
and in Lombardy, they grow only in tubs, and in the 
green-houfe, am I not jollified in remarking that thofe 
parts are warmer, than elfewhere? Strabo obferves 
that, in his time, no grapes ripened north of the Ce- 
vennes. It was for want of knowing how to cultivate 
the vine, anfwers Mr. Wallace. What logic!* 

% Prom 

• I am convinced that the liberal author of this work will 
not be difpleafed to find the remarks of Mr. Wallace quoted 
more fully. The differtation on the numbers of mankind is 
become fcarce, and therefore, in juflice to the writer, it is 
proper to lay before the reader, thofe pajfages, to which he, 
poffibly, may have no opportunity of referring. I am not f on 
this occafion, the champion of Mr. Wallace, although 1 admire 
his other produclions, and, in them, confifs the jorce, andfo- 
lidity of bis arguments. (Neither will it appear that thetem- 

• perature 
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and the ground was covered with fnaw, 
during the fpacc of forty days. Juvenal, in 
his picture of a fuperftitious woman, repre- 

lents 

From the time of Columella, an alteration was felt- 
in the temperature of the air ; as is evident from this 
paflage, Mukos enim jam memorabiles author es comperi 
ferfuqjum habere longo aiiifitu qualitatem cœli jlatumque 
trfutari. A mon g ft thefe authors he quotes S a fern a, in 
the following terms; Nam eo Hero quern de agri cult ura 
fcriptum reliquit mutatum cœli fiatum Jic colligit quodquét 
réglants antea propter byemis ajjiduam <violentiam nullam 
fiirfem vitit ant oka depofetam cujladire potuerint* nunc 
mtigato jam et intepefçente prifiino frigore t largijfimis oH~ 
vitatibus, liberique t vindemiis exuberent, fed hac frvefalfa % 
feu vera ratio eft, litter is aftrologi* concedatur. (lib. i.) 
We may obferve, from the doubt in which Columella 
hath left us, that this alteration was not, during his 

time* 

jjeraturc of climates has been altered by the culture of th* 
earth, from what Mr. Hume quotes from Straho, that 
€i north of the Cevennes, Gaul produces not figs, and olives ; 
* f and the vines which have been planted bear not grapes that 
4€ will ripen j" for fruits are very different from corns, and 
other things which are necejfary for the fubfiftance of man. 
Hence, while , corn-fields were richly cultivated, the culture 
4>f fruits might have made flow progrefs from one country to 
smother, Co that the want of them might have been owing not 
to want of heat, but often to the neglect of the inhabitants, 
and to their particular cuftoms, and opinions. The emperor 
Domitianf publifhed an edict forbidding any more vines ta 
be planted in Italy, and commanding many which Were al- 
ready planted in the provinces to be immediately rooted up* 
Djjfert. on the numb, of mankind, App. p. 478.) KX 

► ( f* PbiloJIrat. <vit. Apoll % Tyan. lib. 6. cap. 17. ) 
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fents her as breaking the ice of the Tjber % 
that fhe might perform her ablutions. (r) To 
thefe obfenrations, Mr. Hume adds a paflage 
from Diodorus Siculus,(j) in which that au- 
thor gives fuch a defcription of Gaul, as may, 

in 

■ I ■ I I p I !■■» ■ 

time, very ftrikingly marked ; and as it is evident that 
the fituation of the heavenly bodies hath undergone na 
change, we can only attribute it to the improvement 
in agriculture, which, whilft it fell to decay, amongfE 
the Romans* might have fionriihed in Gaul, in A&** 
and in Africa. 

We learn alfo from Phyfics, how much it is the na- 
ture of woods to render the climate cold, as they are the 
content caufe of that inter pofition of clouds, and fogs, 
between the fun, and us. In open, and «cultivated 
countries, the water, falling on the furface of the earth, 
meets with inclined planes, on which it runs rapidly to 
difcharge itfelf into vaft refervoirs. The dykes, canals, 
torrents, and rivers are as fo many beds open to receive 
it. On the contrary, when the water falls within the 
forefts, it lodges on the branches, and the leaves of the 
trees, and is divided over an infinity of furfaces. In 
this ftate, it is like the brackHh waters on graduated 
building», that is, in a perpetual tendency to evaporati- 
on. On the other hand, the water which lies at the. 
feet of trees, and introduces itfelf amongft the bufhes, 
and briars, fcarcely ever is diflipated. From thefe cii*- 
cumftances arife the frequency of clouds, and fogs, 
and the humidity of the earth. 

(r) Hybernum fradlâ glaciê defcendet in am ne m , 
Ter matutino Tyberi mergetur, Juv. 

(i) Lib. 4. 
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in our days, be applied -to Norway ; he alfo 
mentions another paflage in Strabo,(/) who 
informs us that no grapes ripened north of 
the Cevennes. Now, it is well knowto that the 
temperature of the air depends more on the 
nature of the foil, and the perfedlion of agri- 
culture* than on the greater, or lefier diftance 
from the Equator. Quebec is in nearly the 
feme latitude as Paris, and yet Canada is co- 
vered with ice, during one half of the year. 
This is alfo the cafe in a great part of Ruffia, 
which is much colder than Germany, and 
Holland, although it be fituated more to the 
fouth. Of the vaft quantity of wood, which 
antiently covered Ita jy, we may eafily form 
a judgment, by confidering how readily the 
Romans built the mod numerous fleets. In 
general, we can have no proper conception 
of the armaments' of Xerxes, of the Car- 
thaginians, and of the Romans, nor even of 
the armaments of Saint Lewis, on the coafts 
of Provence, at a later period, unlefs we fup- 
pofe that there was formerly more wood, than 
is to be found at prefent, and that it was 
always fituated within reach of the mores. 

Every 

1 ■ ■ ■ ■ ■' ■ « % 

(/J Lib. 4. 
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Every, one muft hâve heared of that facred 
foreft, which Caefar ordered to be cut down, 
daring the ficge of Marfeilles. Now, it may 
be averted • that all Provence doth notfroduce 
afingk acre of woody fit for timber work.(u) 
The draining of many marfties, the opening 
of a free current for ftagnated waters, in an 
infinite number of places, and particularly in 
that part of Gaul; called Belgica, arefrefh 
proofs of the increafe of agriculture. But 
what hath already been advanced, is un- 
doubtedly fufficient to convince any one, not 
wedded to a favorite fyftem, or inclined to 
torture fafts, in order to draw over Tome de- 
pofitions to his fide. 

We are now to enquire whether population 
hath made an equal progrefs : and this is a 
queftion which would have been encompaffed 
with difficulties, if two learned: Scotchmen, 
by collecting the beft authorities, as well for 
the affirmative, as for the negative, had not 
placed it in the cleareft point of view, of 
which it is fufceptible.(#) The great writer, 

and 

(* ) At leaft, if we except the mountain of Eftrelle,, 

and the neighbouring country of the Alps,., 

(x) Mr. Hume in his eflay on " the pofulouj nefs ef an- 

iieni naiicns } u and Mr. Wallace in his " dffirtation on 

the 
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and amiable philofopher Mr. Hume, who 
bkuds the eiçgance of difcuffion, with all the 
gllMrement5 of erudition, and who poffeffing 
in a moft diftinguifted degree the art of 
making others decide, whilft he remains him* 
ièlf in doubt, knows continually how, under 
the appearance of' an enlightened fcepticifro, 
to bring others over to that opinion, whereto 
he i&feoretly inclined; Mr. Hume hath can- 
jeiïyredy md perfuzded u$, that the antient 
,:,.« nations 

the numbers (f mankind." Thefe two pieces are tran- 
flated into French, bat with what degree of fidelity, I 
cannot determine. 

The tranfiatjon of the dijfertation by Mr. Wallace* 
is, according tjo my Bumble opinion, exceedingly well 
.executed. There are forae omiwons, bat moft of {hflfe 
are juftifiable, and muft be confidered as the prudent 
cancelling of paflages, the republication of which, 
fince they convey a cenfure againft the Roman Catholic 
religion* would in France have bçen no lefs dangerous, 
than unbecoming. The reader will not be furprifedt» 
find that one of the je paffages, which the translator was 
afraid of copying, is, in the dilfertation, no more than 
a quotation from the author of LeSiecU de Louie XIV. 
and taken from the fourteenth chapter of the firft vo- 
lume, and the- -thirty-feeond chapter of the -fecund vo- 
lume of that celebrated work. Although written, by a 
warm admirer of this prince, it. contains a juft, and 
(piri ted condemnation of thofe impolitic perfections, 
to which his-proteftant fubje&s were expofed. K. 



PVBLIC HAPPINESS. 107 

nations were not more populous, than are tjie 
modern nations. On his part, he hath (pared 
no enquiries, in order to enable the reader to 
determine this point. He was informed of 
the diflertation, written by Mr, Wallace, and 
maintaining an opinion dire&ly oppofice to 
his own. He invited the author to publiih 
his performance. Mr. Wallace did publiih 
it, and added an anfwer to Mr. Hume ; but 
in this ànfwer, erudition and argument, not 
being entirely exempted from prejudice, (b- 
phiftry, and even harfhnefs, fometimes be- 
tray the Caledonian(y) in the friend of the 

Greeks. 

(jr) The obfcrvatioas on tké ftatè of Scotland, which 
' take op only few of the taft page*, are, certainly, the 
jnoffc unexceptionable parts of the difftrtation* They 
were written foon after the late rebellion, and exhibit a 
juft, and feafonahje picture of the fituation of that 
country. The fpirit of agriculture, which Mr. Wal- 
lace fo warmly recommended, and which, at that pe- 
riod, was fo little felt within the northern diitri&s of 
pur ifland, hath lately influenced a confiderable number 
of the land-holders ; and, in many places, the once 
barren, and inhofpitable moor is converted into fruit* 
ful fields. Of this, fufficient proofs are mentioned iç 
a late Tour, written by Mr. Pennant. To that work, 
in which the author wears the amiable, but lingular 
character of an unprejudiced Englijhman* I (hould have 
referred the reader, without trefpaffing on his patience, 

to 
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Greeks. We fhall, now, endeavour to give 
our readers an idea of the principal reafcns, 
on which théfe two authors ground their af- 
fertions. 

According to Mr. Hume,(z) there is very 
tittle ground* either from reafon, or obfervation 9 
to conclude the world eternal, or incorruptible : 
and if the general fyftem of things, and human 
fociety of courfc, have any gradual revolutions^ 
they are too flow to be difcerniblè in that Jbort 
period which is comprehended by hiflory and 
tradition. Although difeafes have varied, it 

mud 

to affure him» that in paffing through other parts of 
Scotland» unnoticed in the Tour, I have perceived the 
flourifhing effêâs of a growing attention to agriculture, 
and the civilizing of unpolifhed individuals ; but whilfl 
a difapprobation of meafures hath hurried us into illi- 
beral extremes» it is but common juflice to feize on 
every opportunity to convince the multitude» that» how- 
foeyer difgufling men may be» the feats of their nativity 
are not fo horrible as they imagine. Becaufe the glow- 
ing lines of Churchill tell fome bitter, aqd notorious 
truths» the dupe of party feems determined to believe 
that North-Britain is t)ie land, where 

" Rolf flared fiider s feed m half flar<v y d flies." K. 

(pi) The reader will pardon me for having deviated 
from a verbal translation, where the partages (printed 
in italics) qf the originals correfpond with the expreffi- 
pns of the French work. K. ' 
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muft be equally difficult to draw any inference 
from this circumftance : difeafes are mentioned 
in antiquity i which are almoft unknown to mo- 
dern medicine , and new difeafes have arifen, and ' 
propagated themf elves, of which there are no 
traces in ancient biftory. Befides, our author 
hath very ingenioufly obferved, that mankind 
multiply f aft in every colony , or new feulement ; 
where it is an eajy 'matter to provide for a fa- 
mily \ and where men are no wife ftr aliened, or 
confined, as in long-eftabli/bed governments. 
That hiftory tells us frequently of plagues which 
b^vefwept àway the thirds or fourth part of a 
people\ yet , in a generation, or two, the de- 
finition was not perceived, and the fociety had 
again acquired their former number. This ex- 
cellent remark hath been verified fince by 
Abbé Expilly, whofe calculations prove that 
the lpffes occafioned in Provence, by the 
great plague of 1720, are already repaired. 
Since therefore general pbyftcalcaufes ought en- 
tirely to he excluded from the quejtion concerning 
the populoufnefs of ancient, and modern times ; 
it will be requijite, if we would bring it to fome 
determination, to compare both the domeftic, and 
political Jitmtion of thefe two periods, . in order 
to judge of the fails by their moral caufes. 
Vol, H. P The 
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The chief difference between the domefiic ccco» 
nomy of the ancient^ and that of the moderns 
eonfijls in the practice of Jiavery y which pre- 
vailed among the former. A barbarous cuftom, 
which iepârated the human fpecies into two 
claflès, and which unworthily debafed the 
mod ferviccable of all individuals, fince, 
during a long fpace of time, the hands de- 
voted to the labours of agriculture, and to 
induftry, were not more free than the hands 
employed in the drudgeries of the houfchold. 
Now, if every oppreflive adminiftration tends' 
to the deçreafe of population, this abjeâ and 
unfortunate clafs of men mud have mul- 
tiplied iefs than the other daffes. To this 
general preemption, Mr. Huxçe adds the 
moft ingenious obfervations. He proves that 
thé majority of the (laves of the Greeks, and 
the Romans, were compofed of foreigners, 
and bought from amongft the prifoners of 
war, and pirates* Men, and women, caft 
into captivity, were purchased at a price fo 
much the cheaper, as a larger number of 
flaves had been expofed to fale-, and thefe 
temporary expeditions, thefe particular events, 
in confequence of which whole nations were 
reduced to bondage, by glutting the markets» 

brought 
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brought down the prices confiderably lower 
than the rates arifing from a regular, and 
daily commerce. The trifling fums with 
wjiiçh the antients fo eafily purchafed their 
foreign flaves, induced them to prevept, in 
their families, the propagation of their own 
flaves* It is evident, that far from encou- 
raging fuch a practice* their political laws» 
and the rules of the ablcft ceconomifts were di» 
redly oppofed to it. Now, if, on the one hand» 
it was natural for this clafs of individuals, 
when reftrained frQm the generation of their 
ipeqiesy and overburdened with labour, to 
tend towards depopulation ; and, if, on the 
other hand, it became neceffary to recruit 
that clafs of free ipen, whom the fate of war 
had thrown into captivity, may we not infer 
from hence, that there was a general decreafc 
*mongft the numbers of mankind i(a) 

P 2 But 

{a) Amidft a number of cruelties, inflicted on flaves, 
and taken notice of by Mr. Hume, I mall only mention 
the cuflom, eftablifhed at Rome, of fending into an 
iâand of the Tyber, there, to perifh through hunger, 
tvery individual whofe infirmities had rendered him 
ufelefs. Such a method of delivering an invalid from 
his miferies, doth not reflect any great credit on fo ver- 
tuous a people. The chacc of the Ilotes hath been 

already 
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But it may be afked, whether, whilft in 
the manners of the ancients we difcover fome 
cuftoms which retarded the propagation of 
the human fpecies, we do not alio perceive 
in their governments, and legiflations, ad- 
vantages which outweighed thefe inconvem- 
encies? Greece, A fia Minor, Sicily and 
Italy were divided into feveral little republics* 
There, the diftribution of fortunes was more 
equal, the armies were lefs numerous, the 
pay of the troops was more eafy, and ex- 
pences were, in general, lefs burdenfbme; 
all thefe circumftances were favorable to po- 
pulation. True-, yet, on the other hand, 
thefe little republics were almofl. in perpetual 
war, their battles were more bloody, and 
followed by more dreadful perpetrations of 
barbarity. Befides, diflentions and civil dif- 
cords were the caufe of frequent ma0gcres ; 
and whenfoever one faftion, after an obfti- 
nate engagement, became victorious, all the 
members of the oppofite fadioa were driven 

into 

already mentioned. But all this muft go for nothing. 
It is not» on this account, lefs true that the Spartans, 
and the Romans were exceedingly vertuous men ; and 
that we, modems, who have our hofpitals for the old, 
the incurable, the orphan, and the foundling, are but 
a gang of abandoned wretches. 
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into banifliment. .The refult was, that wi- 
dows, orphans, exiles, and profcribed indi- 
viduals were every where to be feen, amongft 
thefe happy people. But, if, by accident, 
thefe divided republics fell into the hands of 
a defpot, nothing could equal the cruelty 
with which he reigned 5 for, it muft be con- 
feffed, that if an abfolute government be 
ufually peculiar to great monarchies, tyranny, 
properly lb called, feldom rifes but on the 
ruins ôf republics. I can believe that we 
have no idea of that wifdom which aftuated 
the governments of Sparta, and of Rome, 
yet it muft be acknowledged that we are as 
little able to conceive that any cruelty could 
have been equal to the cruelties of the Dio- 
nyfii, and of Agathocjes. Of what con- 
fequençe is the pretended mildncfs of fome 
ancient Jegiflatiop, when this very jnildnefs 
leads to profcription, and .to tyranny ? Mr f 
l-Jume very judiçioufly obferves, that the 
abolition of capital pyniftiments in the s cafe 
of convicted Roman citizens, gave birth to 
the cruelties pf SyUa, of Marius, and of the 
Triumviri. In fact, it feemed as if aflaffi- 
nation was become neceflary to compenfate 
for the indulgence of a law, too weak to pçe- 
P 3 vent 
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vent the commiffion of a crime, and fuffer/ 
ing the mod dangerous citizens to efcape 
with life.(b) 

Trade, and manufaflures have always been 
confidered as the fources of population ; but 
great intereft df money, the imperfection of na* 
vigation, and great profits of trade, are an in- 
fallible indication, that induftry and commerce 
are but in their infancy. Mr. Hume proves 
that amongft the Greeks, and Romans, thé 
intereft of money was always at twelve ^*r 
<*»/. that, frequently, e dates, fuch as houfesj 
$nd other immoveables were fold for four 
yçats purchafe -, in fhof t, that an hundred per 
cent, profit was made on a cargo of two talents, 
fent to no greater dijlance than from Athens, to 
the Adriatic. It may certainly be objected, 
that wherefoever luxury doth not prevail, 
agriculture is the fpecies of induftry chiefly re- 
quifite to the fubfiftence of multitudes -, but can 
this agriculture, confined to the produce of 
mere neceflfaries, and not encouraged either 
by exportation, by the good prices of com- 
modities, or even by the facility with which 
returns are made, at any time become flou- 

rifhing ? 

\b) The reader will pleafe to obferve wjiat hath becfl 
already remarked concerning the Romans, 
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rifhing ? and if in particular fituations, agri- 
culture be only in a date of extreme fertility* 
muft we not attribute this circumftance to 
the happy difpofition of the foil, and cli- 
mate ? true agriculture doth not confift in 
throwing feeds into grounds, which will bear 
crops, without art, but in conquering nature 
wherefoever fhe rebels, in varying, and in 
multiplying her productions. Now, this is a 
knowledge which the ancients, and parti- 
cularly the Greeks do not appear to have ac- 
quired. Columella obferves that, according 
to Xenophon, every man may be a good 
farmer ; and that great labour, and much 
(kill are not neceffary. On which, 1 (hall ' 
remark îrt my turn, that if luxury and com- 
merce did not eftablifh a fale, and exchange 
of commodities, agriculture in general muft 
unavoidably fall to decay, as being never 
carried beyond the production of the fimple 
neceflaries of life. In faft, all the lands fit 
only to bear hemp, flax, mulberry-trees, the 
woods for dyeing, faffron, coffee, indigo, &c, 
muft remain deferted and barren. It is. ne- 
verthelefs requifite that the individuals who" 
cultivate thefe kinds of productions, Ihould 
receive their fubfiftanee from the individuals 
F 4 who 
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who cultivate the corn-lands. The only mean 
therefore of prevailing on them to accept 
commodities, muft be to ftirnulate them to 
greater exertions ôf induftry, to the intro- 
duction of a richer fyftem of agriculture, 
which may fupply the colonift with an over- 
plus of fubfiftance, and enable him. to ne- 
gotiate an exchange .of wares. 

Mr. Hume, not iatisfied with having col* 
le&ed together all the authorities, and all the 
conjectures, from which any prefumptive 
proofs could have been drawn, proceeds to 
the examination of faâs, that is, to the ex- 
amination of thofe paflages which afford us 
the cleareft idea of the ftate of population 
amongft the ancients : and it is here, .that it 
becomes impoflible to follow him, without 
tranflating what he hath written. It will be 
fufficient to obferve with him, thai all kinds 
tf numbers are uncertain in ancient mavttfcripts % 
and have beenfubjeB to much greater corruption^ 
than any other part of the text ; that the authors 
from whom we obtain the moil favorable no- 
tions of the population of the ancients, (and 
fuch authors, for inftance, are 'Herodotus, 
gnd Diodorus Siculus) have tranfmitted to 
US contradictory calculations, and ridiculoits 

coiv 
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conclufions -, that on the 'other hand, tte his- 
torians who are entitled to the greateft con- 
fidence, and whofe inferences feem the moft 
rational, leave us no room to imagine that 
the earth was, formerly, more peopled, than 
it is at prefent ; that, in truth, tradition al- 
ways preftpts us with fome examples of an 
v extenfive population ; but the capital point 
to-be enquired into, is, whether thefe ex- 
amples were fimultaneous ; for // is an ufual 
fallacy, to confider all the ages of antiquity as 
one period, and to compute the numbers contained 
in the great cities, mentioned by ancient author s+ 
as if thefe cities bad been all contemporary. It 
is abfolutely requifite to compare the different 
epochs, and not to regard, as an advantage 
common to every aera of antiquity, that 
which was but a fucceffive removal of wel- 
fare, and profperity. 

Such, in fome meafure, is thefubftance of 
the differtation, written by Mr. Hume. It 
was not without regret, that we felt our felves 
obliged to ftrip it of that comprehenfive 
learning, and thofe ingenious refle&ions, with 
which it is (6 elegantly enriched. It is pro- 
bable that the reader may have been enter- 
tained with this flight idea which we have 

given 
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given him of the work, and he may eafily 
confult it, if our obfervations have been fo 
fortunate.as to infpire him with any tafte for 
fach interefting fubjefb. 

To : proceed to ' Mr. Wallace. At the f 
beginning of his-' performance, we meet with 
fome very fine calculations on the poffibïe 
propagation of mankind, attempted from a 
Jingle- fair s and we have the fatisfa&ion to ob- 
ferve, that at the clofe of 1,233 years, the fum 
if all alive "amounts to 412,316,866,415. 
Now, as there were at leajt three couples for 
multiplying, the three fins of Noah, and their 
wives, inftead of one couple, our author eafily 
explains^ how the eartir might have been well 
peopled in times which we account very aftcknt : 
and I think as he thfriks ; for I do not per- 
ceive even a comparifon between the number 
of Egyptians, Aflyriansy Babylonians, &c 
and the number of lice, bugs, caterpillars, 
and other infefts, or reptiles, iffuing from 
the fame ark. 

After having (hewn this firft pattern of his 
philofophy, Mr. Wallace paffes on to an en- 
quiry into the caufes, which may either aflift, 
or retard the progrefs of population ; ' and 
here, he is led to advance, that trade and 

commerce 
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commerce, the arts, and manufaftures, infttad 
of increafingi may tfttn tend to diminijh the 
number of mankind ; that they who Work at 
different trades, are obliged to live at the ék- 
pence of the hufbandmen, who, by cul- 
tivating the ground for the artifans, cultivate 
it alfo for themfelVes : but were.thefe iartifans 
to become cultivators, they would raifc pro- 
ductions for themfelves, and for others -, and 
this to take place continually, fo that we 
fhould have an immenfe feties of the pro* 
ducers of fuperfluities. There cannot, tin* 
doubtedly, be a more ju(£ dedu&ion of con- 
fequences. It is a pity that fadte are dire&ly 
oppofed to them. We abfolutely perceive, 
that they who are either unable to negotiate 
any exchange of wares, or to procure a fuit- 
abie price for their commodities, do not cul- 
tivate even enough for their own fubfiftance. 
It is on this account, tjiat fo many nations 
have lived miferably, though in poflfeflion 
of an immenfe domain, and that the earth 
hath been covered with filhers, hunters, and 
Nomades. 

Mr. Wallace, fatisfied with thefé prelimi- 
nary confiderations, foon throws himfelf into 
an examination of thole authorities, which 

bear 
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bear the ftrongeft teftimony, in favour of 
the populoufnefs of anticm times. We (hall, 
alfo, difpenfe with following him through 
this detail, though with much lefs regret, 
than we have juft. now felt, as we are far 
from finding in his difiertation, that pre- 
caution, and criticifm, fo confpicuous in the 
Effay, written by Mr. Hume. To give the 
reader an idea of the manner, in which Mr. 
Wallace goes on-, we fhali inform . him thai 
paffages from feveral poets are coile6ted to* 
gether, in one undiftinguilhed heap, and 
blended with* pafiages from Herodotus, and 
Piodorus Siculus, authors whofe accuracy 
is mqçe. than fufpe&ed. Mr. Wallace, not 
contented vyith having availed himfelf of fuch 
authorities, 'hath even ventyred toalter them, 
where they did not fufficiently coincide with 
his opinion. Hath he read in Diodorus Si- 
culus that Egypt only contained feven mil- 
lions of inhabitants ?' he immediately corrects 
his author, and reaibns thus : Herodotus ob* 
ferves(c) that 410,000 foldiers* all native 
Egyptians* were fometimes kept in pay. If we 
compare the Egyptians with the French^ wbi 

at? 

(0 Kçrod. Jib. 2. p. 175. 
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ere a more warlike people* and compute the 
people of France at fix teen, or twenty millions* 
and the army which the king maintains confiantly 
at 200,000, according to this proportion* 
Egypt muft have contained 32, or 40 millions. 
An Egyptian might as reafonably have faid, 
i€ my country contained only feven millions 
" of inhabitants, at the time when the lake 
" Meris was digged : now, France contains 
" more than twenty millions of inhabitants, 
* l and therefore the French ought to have 
** digged a lake three times larger than our 
€t lake/* If, unfortunately, Caefar hath ob- 
ferved that when the Gauls raifed a great ar- 
mament, the levies made in Belgium did not 
amount to more than two hundred, and 
ninety-eight thoufand men, oar author, who 
feels the force of the objection, eafily draws 
himfelf out of this fcrape. Firft, (faith he) 
*uoe cannot fuppofe that this was a levy of all 
the fighting men in Belgium ; for C<efar*s in- 
formation was* that the Bellovaci could have 
brought 100,000 to the field, though they en- 
gaged only for 60,000. Taking the whole 
therefore in this proportion of ten to fix, the 
fum of fighting men in all the fiâtes of Belgium 
was 496,666-, and quadrupling this lafinumher, 

Belgium 
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Belgium WPft have bad 1,986,664 inhabitants, 
whom we mayfuppofe ta be free* or not employed 
in fervile offices, (d) Secondly, it may alfo 
be. obferved, in the commentaries of Cadar, 
that amongft the Gauls, there were two 
orders of men ; the firft order was compofed 
of free citizens, whom be. calls knight \ and 
the lad order of a kind of bondmen, amongft 
whom were many cubed citizens, who had 
thrown themfelves into a. ft ate of ferviçude 
under the nobles. Caefar adds, that when 
any war arifes, all thefe knights take arms : 
cmnes in hello verfantur. Mr. Wallace ap- 
plies this authority, which is pofuive for the 
knights, in the negative, againft the people ; 
that is to fay, he excludes them from all mi- 
litary employments, and then argues thus : 
the fum of fighting men {nobles, or knights) 
in all the fiâtes of Belgium was 496*666,. and 
quadrupling this laft number* Belgium mufl have 
had 1,986,664 individuals of this order* 

AU 



(d) Mr. Wallace adds in a note that, infome copies of 
C afar* s commentaries, the Aduatuci fend 29,000 , inftead 
of 19,000, as it is ftated in my preceding calculation ; at 
«which rate the fighting men in all Belgium, would have 
b* en 5*3>333 : Jo we may reckon them about half à mil* 
lion. K. 
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And if we make the lower order, of perfons 
(plèbes) to have been thrice as numerous as the 
rejl, we mujl reckon the inhabitants of Belgium 
about 8,000,0000. Now Belgium does not ap- 
pear to have been larger than the fourth part of 
Gaul j and if Gaul was four times greater than 
Belgium, we may compute 32,000,000 of in- 
habitants in Gaui 

Without this excellent fagacity, our author 
would always meet with* troublefotne paffages ? 
in the commentaries of Caefar, according to 
whom, in the lifts which be found in the Hel- 
vetian camp, the number of the Helvetians 
who bad abandoned their country* in order to 
4onquer, and take pojfejjion of Jome larger ter- 
ritory, was ft a ted at 263,ooo.(*) Mr. Wal- 
lace replies, without kefuation, that Cafar's 
intelligence might have been not perfefily exaM ; 
that therefore it was only a powerful colony 
which had entered into this refolution\ that 
multitudes would chufe to remain in their own 
country -, in particular, that the Druids would 
not be bajly tofet mt onfucb an adventure, but 
would rather wait its ijfue. I confefs that we 
may learn from the chara&ers of all the 
1 - , Druids, 

(0 De bell. Gal. lib. i.e. 29. 
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Druids, in every age, how avcrfe they were • 
from expofing their perfons, and how tamely 
they fufiered . others to fight in their place ; 
but this allegation, advanced by Mr. Wal- 
lace, feems rather moral, than critical 

Here, follows another fpecimen of the 
calculations of Mr. Wallace. J be forces 
which Polybius ajfigns to tbe Romans, and their 
allies y between tbefirft, and fécond Punic wars* 
amounting to more than 700,000 foot, and 
70,000 borfe,{f) Jbew tbe great populoufnefs of 
Italy y in that age. It is obferved by Mr. 
Hume, who hath omitted nothing which was 
the moft contrary to his opinion, that tbe 
country tbatjupplied this number ', was not above 
a third of Italy, viz. tie Pope 9 }, dominions, 
Tufcany, and a part of tbe kingdom of Naples. 
His adverfary, Mr. Wallace, avails himfelf 
of this paffage, and adds that, we tnujl com- 
pute tbe inhabitants of Italy,' who were of free 
condition, at 12,000,000 , and reckoning thrice 
as manyftaves, tbe inhabitants of all forts will 
be found to be no fewer than 48,060,000 : or, 
if tbe proportion of three flaves to one free per- 
fen, fball be thought too high, by fuppofing tbem 

only 

(f) Polyb. lib. 2. 
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vnfy two to one, the inhabitants of Italy were 

tbirty-Jix millions Thus, by reckoning 

that there were 1 2 millions of freemen, di- 
vided into three millions of families, each fa- 
mily confiding of only four perfons; Mr* 
Wallace allows, by the firft calculation, 
twelve (laves, and by the fécond calculation, 
eight flaves to each family, .thus, all thofe 
poor citizens w,ho were not worth twenty 
mina, and who, on account of their indi- 
gence, were exctffed from wearing a coat of 
mail, had, each of them, at lead five or fix 
(laves. This is certainly very aftonifhing. 
I think that I fhould be apt to reafon> in a 
different manner. The country which fup» 
plied the number of feven hundred, and 
feventy thoufand individuals, was not above 
a third of Italy; but it was the moft po- 
pulous part of Italy ; for the Alps, and the 
Apennines were, and are ftill in a very favage 
ftate>f£) Befides, Rome was flourishing ; {he 
Vol. IL CL had 

Ww^»*— — II I . 1 .1 ■ - ■■ . ■ 

(g) Livy relates that in the year 555» from the foun- 
datioaof Rome, the Conful Cornelias, having attacked 
the Infubri, made the number of the cities taken 
amount to fifteen, and the number of their inhabitants 
to twenty thoufand. V. 1. 2. d. 4. This calculation 
allows but 1,333 inhabitants to each of thefe cities. 

I the 
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had already ftrippcd feveral nations, and was 
the capital of Italy. I am therefore juftified 
in believing that the population of the two 
remaining third parts of Italy was fcarcely 
equal to the number of the Romans, and 
their allies. Now, fuppofing that thefe feven 
hundred, and feventy thoufand warriors it- 
prefent three millions, and eighty thoufand 
free citizens, I mould think it fufficient to 
double this number, to find the total of the 
free inhabitants of Italy, which, in this cafe, 
Would amount to fix millions, one hundred, 
■and fixty thoufand individuals. Let me next 
•calculate the number of flaves * and as there 
is'noreafon to imagine that thefe belonged 
to any individuals, who were not fufficicntly 
tich to be comprifed wjthin the equeftrian 
cenfus* I fiiall allow two flaves to each knigbt t 
and rate the total number of flaves, at one 
hundred, and forty thoufand.(£J I fliall 

again 

I die rather mention this paffage, as it feeais equally 
to have efcapéd Mr. Wallace, and Mr. Hume. 

(b) They who have any knowledge of the Roman 
militia, will find even this calculation too favorable. 
For we are only obliged to admit the Cenfiit iqueftris, in 
the cafe of the real Roman knights, who formed the 
cavalry of the legions. All the reft of the cavalry was 

com- 
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again double thia number, for the Patrician 
families ; apd the whole amount will be twa 
hundred, and eighty thoufand (laves. I think 
that I may venture to affert, that the remain- 
ing part of Italy, much poorer in proportion» 
and by no means fo fuccefsful in war, did 
not poffefs half fo many Haves : I will how» 
tver fix them at two hundred and twenty 
Q^z thqufand* 

compofed of allies, and called al<e fotiorum. Now, it 
doth not any where appear that this auxiliary cavalry 
fobmitted to the fame laws, which regulated the Roman 
cavalry. It is, therefore, very indulgent to include 
within the Cen/us eqvefirh, the feventy thoufand horfe» 
men, mentioned by Polylpus» V. Juftus tiffin* de m+ 
Utia komuna j and Mémoires fut la legion, &c. by Mr. 
Le Beau. 

I rnuft again remark that great miftakes m$y have 
been made, ^calculating the number of flaves atnongft 
the ancients. Mr. Hume, and Mr. Wallace have cited 
a pafiage fronrFlorus, who informs us that Eunus, and 
Athcnio, by breaking open the ergaftula* and giving* 
liberty to the Haves» raifed an army of fixty thousand 
men. It is not evident, that in any of the fervile wars, 
the armies were as numerous as they muft have proved, 
if the multitudes of thefe unhappy wretches had been 
as great as fome writers have reprefented them. It mail 
alio be obferved, that at the beginning of the Punic 
war, the Romans, pofleffing more moderate, and equal 
eftatcs, dill attended to agriculture, without entrufting 
the bufinefs of it to flaves. It was not until after the 

triumphs of Mctellus> and Emilius, that riches went 

in- 
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thousand; and thus, the total number of 
flaves is five hundred thoufand ; the addition 
of fix millions, one hundred, and fixty thou* 
fend citizens, forms a population of fix mil* 
lions, fix hundred, and fixty thoufand in- 
Habitants} a number extremely inferior to 
the number drifting in Italy, in our times, in 
lpite of the great multitude of priefts, and 
monks, with which that country is infefted. 

It 

introduced into this capital. In fhort, I muft perfiftin 
believing that my calculation is extremely reafonable, 
when I fuppofe that at the beginning of the fécond 
Panic war, there were only five hundred thoufand 
flaves in Italy, Another proof that the calculation of 
Mr. Wallace is much exaggerated, appears from his 
allowing himfelf, that Cato the Cenfor weiild kever give 
abwt 1 500 drachma?, or aitiut 48/. for a JIa<ve. Now, 
«here is every reafon to believe, that in the time of 
Cato, the price of flaves was rather diminiflied, than 
augmented, confidering what numbers had been made 
captives. But let us fuppofe that the price was aug- 
mented, and rate the purchafe of a Have before the 
breaking out of the fécond Punic war, at an hundred 
piftoles, or forty-one pounds, thirteen millings, and 
four-pence, at eight ihillings and four-pence fterling 
pr piftole; thus, then* thirty- fix millions of flaves would 
form a capital of thirty-fix hundred millions of pifloles, 
or 1500,000,000 pounds fterling. We learn alfo from 
Cato the Cenfor, that only thirteen flaves were neceflary 
to cultivate two hundred and fatyjugtra % or above 

one 
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It is furely needlefs to follow Mr. Wal- 
lace any longer, efpecially in his refutation^ 
of Mr. Hume, where he doth not appear 
to have been more fuccefsfulythan in his af- 
fermons. Yet, after having given fome ex 7 
amples of the philofophy which he hath in- 
fufed into his work, and of his method in 
the application of fafts, and authorities, we 
muft invite the reader ta procure his dijfery 
tat ion ; and we can aflure .him that he will 
find in it, an excellent choice of erudition, 
every where unfolded with elegance, and 
perfpicuity.ftj In my opinion, as wars are 

Q3 become 

one hundred and thirty acres, which are more than ten 
acres to each flave. Now, Mr. Wallace affirms that 
Italy contains forty-eight millions of acres. According 
to this calculation, fuppofing that no Roman, or free 
Italian, laboured in the cultivation of the ground, 
about four millions of flaves were fufficient for that 
purpofe. But, how were the reft to be employed in 
a country, without manufactures, and without com- 
merce? before I conclude this long note, it maybe 
proper to remark, that the affluence of the Roman 
knights, in the time of Cicero, is no argument againft 
my fuppofition that their fortunes were very moderate 
at the beginning of the fécond Punic war. Tneir af- 
fluence can only be attributed to their farming the re* 
venues, in the different provinces. 

* (i) When the errors of a work are outweighed by 
excellencies, the liberal critic, whilft he expofes the 

ftrft, 
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become lefs frequent; as commerce, inr 
duftry, and agriculture are extended, and 
improved, the world is, in general, more 
populous, than it was formerly -, and if we 
except fomè privileged places, which are 
ftill delightful to mankind, in fpite of the 

op- 
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firft, will pay a tribute of admiration to the laft. The 
character whtcl», as lie takes his leave, the ehetmlier be- 
llows upon the drflettotion, isjuft, and candid. It were 
fqrtunate indeed, if every celebrated writer could boafi» 
with Mr. Wallace, that the effufions of his genius had 
armed at ferviceable ends ; and that, howfoever th'ef 
Wight hstve failed, at leâft, they did ho MfchUL As 
we learn, in the appendix to the Differtation on the 
numbers of mankind, that this performance preceded* the 
EJfay on the populoufnefs of antient nations, written by Mr. 
Hume, we cannot but lament that the laft author per- 
mitted any arguments advanced by his adverfary, to 
remain unanfwered. Had he chofen to follow Mr*. 
Wallace into the Holy-Land, we ihould, probably, 
have been enlightened by a refutation of the remarks on 
- the numbers in Paleftine, and the enrollments of the 
tribes of Ifrael ; but, on fuch an expedition, our ele- 
gant philo(opher rnuft have travelled (to borrow his ex- 
preflive language) beyond " the fphere of real biforyj* 
.... I cannot conclude this note, without mentioning 
two productions which have fallen from the pen of Mr. 
Wallace, the lad of which, in particular, bears an 
honourable teftimony to the extent of his abilities, and 
fhe integrity of Ms principles. His " fyftem of the laws 

y This circumftance is not mentioned in the French tranjlathn. 
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oppreffions under which they languilh, the 

modern nations, enjoying an eftabliftied fora» 

of government, are not Mb numerous tha* 

the ancient nations. In ftp port of this a£» 

fertion, I might advance one proof which 

even Mr. Hume hath neglçâedjf^ it is the 
Q 4 fenfible 

9/ Scotland" is a work of deep thought, and indefati- 
gable labour; it muft have fixed his reputation, aj- 
thoogh only the digreflive parts of it had been attended 
to, and amongft thefe parts, his charitable remarks on 
the Servitude of our negroes. The other produ&ioa 10 
entitled " Characleriftics of the political ft ate of Great* 
Britain. The late author of " the Eftimate of the maw 
tiers and principles of the times? told us, fome years 
fince, (and indeed the patriotic writers teil «s (b every 
year) that the nation \yas undone, that it flood aghafi 
at its own misfortunes ; but like a man ftarting fuddenfy 
from fleepy by the noife of Jome approaching ruin, knew 
neither whence it came, nor hew t* avoid it. In anfwer 
to the eftimate* and to prevent a iahful defpondeney, the 
CharaQeriftics were immediately drawn up. The fa- 
vorable reception which they met with, was lil^e the 
thanks offered by the Romans, at a more alarming 
period, *> their conful, quod de republicâ non defperafet. 
If we look back on. the national events, which ter- 
minated the career of the laft reign, and threw fuch 
luftre over the beginning of the prefent reign, we may 
at once difcover, in which of the mirrors prefented 
to them, by Doftor Brown, and Mr. Wallace, the 
people of England faw their own likenefs. K. 

(k) Although Mr. Hume hath not mentioned the 
decreafe of wild beafts, yet he alludes' to their numbers, 

a» 
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fcnfible dccreafe of wild beafts., and all noxi- 
ous animals. Ic is probable that a Turkifh 
emperor could not colleft together, in left 
than ten years, fuch a multitude of lions, 
tygers, and panthers, as the Roman em- 
perors, the Confuls, and even the édiles ex- 
hibited at thofe extraordinary hunting matches, 
which were given for the entertainment of 
the people. With regard to the population 
of fome particular nations, I muft affent to 
the words of Mr. Hume: cbufe Dover or 
Calais for a center ; draw a circle of two 
hundred miles radius : you comprehend London, 
Paris, the Netherlands, the United Provinces, 
and fome of the beft cultivated parts of France, 
and England. It may fafely, I think, be affirm- 
ed, tbatnofpot of ground can be found, in an- 
tiquity, of equal extent, which contained near 
fo many great, and populous cities, and was fa 
flocked with riches, and inhabitants. 

CHAP. 



as to an argument againft the populoufnefs of ancient 
nations. After having observed that, wt are told by 
Tbucydides, that the part of Peloponnefus, adjoining to 
Pylos, was defart, and uncultivated; he adds» from 
Herodotus, that Macedonia was full of lions and wild 
bulls» animals which can only inhabit <uaft unpeopled fir 
refis* Thefe were the two extremities of Greece, K« 
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CHAP. VI. 



Continuation of the fame fubj eft; and^ in par- 
ticular , an enquiry into the progrefs of po- 
pulation^ amongfi the modern nations. . 



Nc 



OW, that the reader is enabled to de- 
termine the preceding queftion, another 
queftion arifes, which is ft ill more important; 
and, perhaps, it cannot be fo eafily refolved. 
Hath population increafed, or diminifhed, 
during the courfe of fome of the laft cen- 
turies? is the populoufnefs of the prefent 
times, in particular, in a date of aug- 
mentation, or decay ? thefe queftions which, 
for a long while paft, ought to have been 
fettled by a proper enumeration, have feldom 

met 



*34 . AN ESS:AY ON . 

met with any décidons, but the wild ,de- 
, cifions of caprice, and flattery. In faft, 
juft as men were inclined either to praife, or 
to cenfure the government, to abrogate an- 
cient laws, or to cry up new laws •, they have 
faid : the evident decreafe in the population, the 
firiking increafe in the population muft convince 
us that, &c. And ' as fatire, and panegyric 
are feldom the one more impartial than the 
other, ftrong exaggerations were equally to 
be obferved, on both fides. 

Mr. <de Voltaire as fuperior to all prejudi- 
ces, as he is to all criticisms, determines in 
favour of our age, in that immortal work,(7J 
which he hath written for. the inftru&ion, 
and theconfolation of humanity. This phi- 
losophical hiftorian hath not endeavoured to 
conceal the detriment, which populatioA 
muft have felt from our fuperftkious icgiûa» 
rions, the government of priefts, their in- 
tolerant fpirit, their multitudes, and their 
profeflion of celibacy. But he fappoles that 
theft inconveniencies have been compensated 
by an augmentation of commerce, and in- 
.duftry; and he obferves that one fingle dif- 
ference 

< - ! . 

' (1) Effai fur l'hiftoire générale. 
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ference in the exercife of the rights of war 
hath been efficient to ïncline the ballance ill 
favour of the populoufnefs of the moderns : 
and the reafon of this difference is, that thé 
moderns have never, in the courfe of their 
numerous wars, transported the conquered 
nations. c< Civil wars (he remarks) for a long 
Ci time defolated Germany, England, and 
u France-, but thefe lofles were foon repaired, * 
" and the flouriïhing fituation of thefe coun- 
" tries is a proof that the induftry of man» 
" kind hath been carried to greater lengths 
C4 than their fury, A nation pofleffing a 
€t knowledge of the arts, not abfolutely fub- 
c * dued, nor tranfported by a foreign power, 
44 arifes out of its ruins with eafe, and caii 
cc always re-eftablHh itfeif.** 

I ftiould imagine that no one can doubt 
whether the populoufnefs of England hath 
increased, confiderably, fince the reign of 
Elizabeth. The populoufnefs of Ireland, di- 
minifhed for fome time, by civil, and reli- 
gious wars, is, at prefent, in a ftate of im- 
pfovement. The long peace which Italy 
hath enjoyed, for a great while paft, and the 
wife «fdminiftration of her new fovereigns 
cannot fail to re-people this fine country, 

which, 
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which* however, will not reach its real poind 
of fplendour, until all the dates of which it 
is compofed, fhalL have imitated the prudent 
conduA of the republic of Venice, with re- 
gard to the Holy See, the Monks, and the 
Ecclefiaftics. As to Germany* the women 
ftill* retain their ancient fruitfulnefs ; . and as 
it is evident* that the proteftanr diftriéts are 
more rich, and populous, than the other 
diftrifts of this empire,, we may afïèrt, from 
experience, that the reformed religion hath 
been advantageous to population. The Unit- 
ed Provinces have, at lead:, gained in the 
number of their inhabitants, what the ten 
Auftrian provinces may have loft. The 
people of Denmark, delivered from the ty- 
ranny of the Great, and, hitherto, happy 
under the dominion of thofe mafters, whom 
they elefted, have feen their commerce, and 
their navigation flourifh within the bofom of 
peace. The people of Denmark are, now, 
richer, and more at eafe than they were for- 
merly ; and therefore, they multiply. This 
is not the cafe in Sweden,' which, like a coun- 
try given up during a length of time, to 
daftards, hath not yet rifen fnperior to the 
lofifes which it fuffered, under the govern- 
ment 
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taent of an htro.(m) It was not in this 
kingdom, that liberty appeared under the 
happieft aulpices. That fuccefiion of de- 
mocracy in the diets, of ariftocracy in the 
intermedial government of the fenate, and 
of monarchy in the royal mediation, hath 
rather reciprocated, than compenfated the 
efforts of the Swedes j and it muft always be 
regretted, that a noble, and valiant nation 
fhould fcarcely ever aflemble,' but to enaft 
abfurd laws relative to exchange, and com- 
merce, as if the heroes of the north, and 
the deliverers of Germany transformed into 
difcounters, and Banktrs, had taken for their 
models, law, inftcad of Guftavus. 

The populoufnefs of Ruffia hath been ej> 
aggerated j but although the immenfe toils 
of Peter the Great are no longer difcernibk» 
except at Peterfburgh, and Cronftadt, it may 
be affirmed that this vaft empire is more 
peopled, aft prefent, than it was in the time 
pf its firft dukes. Poland hath preferved her- 

felf 

(m) See an enumeration of the inhabitants of Sweden , 
printed in the Gazette Littéraire, an interefting journal, 
the want of which we daily feel, as it was the only 
publication in which the men of letters had reafon to 
imagine themfelves judged by their peers. 
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felf in a ftatc of dangerous liberty/»^ and is 
in the fame Situation, as Ruffia, more rich, 
and more populous than when under La- 
diflaus the fourth, and his immediate fuc- 
ceflbrs. ♦ " ' ' 

Spain doth not appear to have experienced 
any confiderable alterations, under her new 
dynafty. It is v the fame, with refpc&to Por- 
tugal. There remain, thfcn, the French, 
who, as is the cafe amongft the moft en- 
lightened people of all, poflefs the leaft ac- 
curate knowledge of population, and of 
other fubjefts equally interefting. This ex- 
preffion, which appears fomewhat paradoxi- 
cal, may be more eafily explained, if we re- 
flect, that where the people are ignorant, it 
is the government that makes every ufeful 
enquiry, and is generally furniflied with fuf- 

ficient 

»■ '■■■■ ' ' ■ \ i i J I i » ■ i m i i ii i» >n 1 1 i i i ■ h 

(n) A Polander, reproached for having brought 
fuch troubles on his country, anfwered : I prefer a dan- 
gerous liberty to quiet Jlavery. (See " Hifioire de Sobiejky" 
or, ." La voix libre du citoyen") 

1 have frequently been inclined to afk why Poland 
preferred, for fuch a length of time, fo bad a form 
of government ? I have imputed it to their vicinity to 
the Turks» and Ruffians. In fhort, where defpotifm is 
fo near at hand» no fpecies of liberty wears an urn- 
pleafing afpett. 
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ficient means of intelligence*, and that» on 
the contrary, where the people are enlight- 
ened, this bufmefs is commonly entrufted to 
the adtivity of particular individuals. The 
minifters, nQt warned by too great incon- 
veniences, and having perpetually before 
their éyes, a very extenfive, and complicated 
machine, pafs their whole political life* in 
ftudying the fprings of it, and in fearing to. 
touch them ; if, by accident, fome fàéb» or 
calculations Should, at any time be wanting, 
they are glad to have recourfe to thofc au* 
thors, whom they have negle&ed to inftrud» 
or encourage i but here, it always happens, 
that the immenfe number of writers furnifhes 
arms for every opinion; difputcs are pro- 
tracted -, but little is determined on, and (till 
lefs is underftood. 

Such, amongft us, hath been the fate of the 
great queftion, concerning the number of our 
countrymen. That it was obferved to have been 
fenfibly diminifhed, at the peace of Ryfwyck, 
is well known : and yet the calculations of Mr. 
de Vauban carried it up as high as nineteen 
millions, although Lorraine was not, at that 
time, annexed to our monarchy. The cal- 
culations of the intendants, employed by the 

duke 
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duke of Burgundy, were not quite fo fa* 
vourable.fij Reckoning from that epoch» 
the war of the fueceffion was ft ill more de- 
folating, than the wars which had preceded 
it. The long peace which followed the treaty 
of Utrecht, the progrefs of commerce, and 
our interior tranquility ought to have recruit- 
ed the nation ; but depopulation was become 
fajhionable. A fet of calculators, without 
alleging any reafon, frankly told us that there 
were not, in France, even fixteen millions of 
inhabitants. In fhort, it happened, accord- 
ing to our ufual ciiftom, that fome particular 
individuals, without any other commiffion, 
than that with which a pure zeal for the pub- 
lic 
* I.» ■ ■ ■■ . '* ' ' " ' * ■* " * ' " * 

(o) See Projet d'une dixme royale, Marihal de 
Vauban, whofe fuperiority as an engineer, will never 
te contested, whilft a ftone remains within the port of 
Dunkerque, was the author of this work. The pro. 
pofals which it contained were, a fuppreffion of the 
land-tax, the excife, the duties of the cuftoms cojle&ed 
throughout the provinces, the tenths of the clergy, and 
every burdenfome, and involuntary impoft ; and a di- 
minution, by more than one half, of the price of fait. 
This dixme royale, or royal tithe, was to fupply the king 
witl^a certain, and fufficient revenue, collected with- 
out expence, * or being more chargeable to one fubjecl, 
than to another fubje&j and to encreafe with the im- 
proved, and flouriihing cultivation of the lands. K. 
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lie welfare had invefted them, conceived a 
defign of entering into the moft accurate 
enquiries* relating to this fubjcéh Some 
refpeâable magiftrates have availed them-* 
felves of the opportunities which their differ- 
ent admiàiftratioûs afforded them, in order 
to bring together, at leaft, elements which 
might ferve, as the bafis of ulterior calcu» 
lations. Such is the laborious undertaking 
of Mr. de la Michaudiere, digefted, and 
publiihed by Mr. de Meflènce : it is, of all 
the works of this kind, the plaineft, and the 
beft conceived.^ 

Abbé Expilly hath profited by thefe in- 
ftruftions, and procured more \(q ) exaft enu- 
merations have been collected * the lift* a!» 

Vol. IL R ready 

(p) Mr. de Meffence, fecretary of the intendancy» 
hath compofed, under the infpeâion of Monficur de la 
Michaudiere» a work entitled» ** Recherches fut la po- 
pulation:" it contains a very exalt lift of the inhabi- 
tants, in the provinces of Auvergne, the Lionnois, 
and Normandy, in which diftri&s, Mr* de la Michau- 
diere hath been, fucceffively, intendant. This ma- 
giftrate is, now, counfellor of ftate, and provoil of the 
merchants at Paris. K. • 

(q) The following particulars are taken from a 
work, which Abbé Expilly lately prefented to the King 
of France. 

from 
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ready taken notice of, or falling under ink* 
mediate obfervation, have been thrown into 
one point of view * the different epochs have 
been compared together, &c. The refult of 
thefe labours is, a difcovery that the po- 
pulation of Fraiade hath increafed, for the 
laft fifty years, about a twelfth part, and 
that, at prefent, it may be reckoned to have 
amounted to twenty-one, or twenty- two mil- 
lions of inhabitants, (r) 

'It 

From 1 69 1, to 1700 inclufively, there were in the 
35,127 parifhes contained in France, 7,679,083 births.' 
1,807,891 marriages. '6,734,724 deaths. 

From 1754, to 1763, inclufively, and in the fame 
number of parifhes, 8,522,1 10 births* 1,890,472 mar- 
riages. 6,564,694 deaths. 

From 1754, to 1763, in the 42,105 parifhes of France, 
including the parifhes of Lorraine, and Barre, 8,66 1,381 
births. 1,922,163 marriages. 6,664,161 deaths. K. 

(r) Mr. de Vauban reckoned that France contained 
fcarcely more than 627 perfons, to a fquare league of 
2282 toifes. 9 He, notwithftatiding afTerts that it ap- 
peared from very exacl calculations, that there were in 
the provinces of Picardy, of Bricanny, of the Artois, 
and of Normandy, more than 700 perfons to fuch a 
fquare league. Now, Mr. de la Michaudiere reckons, 
in the Généralité of Rouen, 1258 perfons to a fquare 

league 

* The Trench toife is fix feet, una the French foot is alntofl 
thret quarters of an inch longer than the Englt/bfooU 



PVBLIC HAPPINESS. 243 

It were greatly to be wifhed that the goveri*- 
ment would give orders for a general enumera- 
tion, every where grounded on the fame prin- 
ciples. This, undoubtedly, will, one day, hap- 
pen ^ probably, at the introduction of a new 
furvey of lands, the eftabliihment of a' pro- 
portional taxation, and the emancipation of 
commerce from all interior duties. In the 
mean time, whilft thefe little objefts may be 
under confideration, we can affirm, with 
pleafure, that if the number of men be enr 
creafed, the number of monks is dirninifhed. 
R2 It 

league of 2400 toifes ; in the Généralité of Lyons 866 
perfons ; and in the Généralité of Auvergne 640 pér- 
iras. At a medium, we may allow 864 perfons to the 
fqnare league, in thefe Généralités, and this medium 
may the rather be adopted in calculating for the whole 
kingdom, as» if the Généralité of Rouen be the moil 
populous» the Généralité of Auvergne is, on the con- 
trary, the lead populous. Now, according to Mr. de 
Vauban» if France, without comprifing Lorraine, con- 
tained $00 inhabitants to a fquare league, the full number 
of inhabitants muil have been 24 millions. Perhaps 
the furvey of Mr. de Vauban is not quite exact ; per- 
haps, the Angoumois, and the Limofin are not fp po- 
pulous as the Généralité of Auvergne; but, in fhort, we 
have here a calculation, which afligns to France a very 
large population. The calculations of the farmers-ge- 
neral fix the number of perfons, concerned in the 

farming 
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It is evident, from very exaA calculations, 
that 5538 of the itligious order of both 
iexes died at Paris, from 1726 to 1744 in- 
Clufively; and that from 1744 to 1763 in- 
ckifirely, there died only 3292: now, as the 
inonks of the laft thirty years have not (at 
leaft, in a phyfical fenfe) rendered them- 
felves immortal, it appears that their number 
hath decreafed, at Paris, more than one 
third. The cafe is the fame with regard to 
the other diftrrfts of the kingdom. Some 
very able men, to whom the government 
hath intrufted. that department of admini- 
stration, which relates to the polity of re* 
ligious orders, have frequently aflured me, 

tfcat 

farming of tobacco, at 1 8 millions. A very refpe&able 
jnagiftrate,f whofe lofs muft ftill have been feverely 
felt, if he himfelf had not formed a fucceflbr, every 
way worthy of him, hath frequently aflured me, that 
all the calculations., which he had an opportunity of 
examining, and comparing, convinced him that there 
really was a great depopulation in France, until 1714; 
but that after this epoch, the population became con- 
siderably increafed. See Dixme Royale ; Recherches, &c. 
by Mr. de Meffence ; Dictionnaire géographique, by 
Abbé Expilly. 

+ Mr. de Trudaine, whofe fon, andfucceffor in his pofls, 
is counfellor of ft ate, counfellor to the council of commerce, 
and royal council if Finances, intendant of the Finances, &c. 
Mr\ de Trudaine, the father, died in 17*5. .K. 
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that they found 00 more than «8 thou&tal 
mendicant friars» including the Canrjelites, 
the Jacobines, &c. and that they did not 
imagine that the others exceeded the number 
of twelve thoufand. In 1 700» there. WW 
ninety thoufand religious perfons of both 
fexes. Suppofing the number of religion 
perfons to be equal to the number of monks, 
there, would be a diminution of a ninth part. 
Indeed, this diminution doth not bear any 
proportion to the diminution which we have 
obferved in the city of Paris, but the re- 
volutions' of opinions, and manners, take 
their rife, always, in the capitals. Befides, 
the expulfion of the Jefuits, and the ordi- 
nance* which throws up fuch impediments 
againft the taking of vows, and againft the 
re-union of thofe little communities, which 
are but too often fandtuaries for idlenefs, and 
diforder, cannot fail to reduce the number 
of thefe men, who are atf kafl; unferviceablç 
to their country. 

But, a circumftance the moft interefting 
to the progrefs of population, is the law of 
of 1764, which permits the exportation of 
corn ; this falutvy edifl: hath already revived 
the fpirits of the provinces, and occafionçd a 
R 3 brifk 
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brifk return of money, amongft thecuhî- 
yators. It every where encourages the pro- 
duction of fubfiftarice; and fubfiltehce is 
always the ftandard of population: for, if 
we have obferved with Mr. Hume, that po- 
pulation is constantly in a date of reftraiht, 
we can only attribute this perpetual impedi- 
ment to a want of fubfiftance.fjrj Let us 
hope for every advantage from fo found a 
policy, and allow that if it hath been attend- 
ed by fome inconveniencies, they ought ra- 
ther to be afcribed to a negleft in the ex- 
ecution of the law, than tq the law itfelf. 
Befides, is it not well known, that there can 
be no important alteration, without fome 

moments 



fjjh We may obferve, from the calculations publifh- 
cd by Mr. de Meflence, that, after the defolation 
caufed by the plague at Marfeilles, marriages were mere 
fruitful in Provence, than they had been, previous to 
that event. The cafe is the fame, after the ceifction 
of tnofe calamities which diminifh the proportion of 
men, to fubfiftance, without deftroying the means of 
reproducing that fubfiftance. From this Tingle con- 
fideration, we may, at once, conclude that the de- 
population, which is the confequence of a,contagiqn, 
may, of all others, be the moft eafily repaired. But a 
depopulation will be attended by contrary efFefts, when- 
foever it proceeds from a ruinous war, or a bad ad- 
miniftration. 

/ 
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moments of crifis ? fince, therefore, there is 
every reafon to fuppofe that the population 
is .augmented, and that it will (till augment, 
the only remaining enquiry is, whether a 
great population be precifely the objeft to 
which every good government ought to tend; 
and whether luçh a population may, always, 
be confidered as a certain proof of the prof- 
perity of a nation, (i) 

R 4 CHAP. 

(t) The candour, by which I profefs myfelf to be 
g aided,, will not allow me to negled the mention of a 
very angular cixcum fiance, as it is recorded in the 
hiftory of France, continued by Villaret. This author 
affirms* that he faw, in the library of the king, a ma- 
nufcript, in which was a quotation from another ma- 
nufcript, under the title of Etat du fubfide impofé par 
feux tn 1328. According to this ftate, the provinces 
fubjeft to the tax of hearth-money, in the time of 
Philip de Valois, contained two million, five hundred 
thoufand hearths, which imply a population (b much 
the more conûderable, as the greater part of Guienne, 
the counties of Foix, and of Armagnac, Roufillon, 
Burgundy, Franche Comté, Flanders, Hainault, the 
Artois, firitanny, Alface, Dauphiny, and Provence 
were not included. Mr. de Villaret fuppofes that the 
provinces, liable to the payment of this duty, did not 
form a third of the kingdom, fuch as it is at prefenr, 
which ought confequently to have contained at that time 
nearly eight millions of hearths : this would give us 
twenty -four millions of inhabitants, reckoning only 

threç 



s 
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CHAP. VII. 

Continuation of the fame fubjeff. Js popuUuf 
nefs a fureftgn of tbeftrengtb of a fate ? 

JL Have no doubt but that many perfora 
would determine this queftion in the affirm- 
ative \ and fuch an opinion naturally appears 
to be derived from a principle, which w< have 

hitherto 

three per ion s to each hearth ; and to thefe, we mtift 
likewife add all' the ferfs, the clergy, the univerfitieç, 
«id the nobility, who were exempted from the tax. 
Hence it follows, that we may fix this population at the 
number of hirty-two millions. Such an inference is 
tather too extraordinary not* to raife a fufpicion of the 
authenticity of the memorials, from which it is drawn» 
It is impoffible that the augmentation in the number of 
the clergy, the ci ufades, the féodal anarchy, the fer- 
vitude of the people, &c. could have avoided proving 
a great obftacle to the progrefs of population ; and 
f his -consideration muft immediately occafion a prejudice 
gtgainft the foregoing calculations. I mull beg leave tq 

ohferte 
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hitherto eftablifhed. But r as it hath been 
ingeniauûy obferyed by one of our contem- 
poraries, whofe abilities, eftimated by ability 

itfelf, 

obferve that, perhaps, Mr. Villaret hath, entirely 
of his own accord, fuppofed that the provinces fubjeâ 
to the tax of hearth-money formed only the third of the 
population. He remarks, in another place, that when 
the Black Prince would have levied this tax of io fois, 
for each hearth, (in coniequence of which the majority 
of his fubjecls revolted) it was calculated that it would 
produce 1,200,000 livres, Or 52,500/. fterling. It is 
very clear that this conje&ure was made at a venture, as 
it fuppofes that- the population of the provinces 'fubjeft 
to England, was equal to one half of the population ' 
of the provinces, which compofed the monarchy. Let 
us, however, for a moment, admit thefadt; yet with- 
out negîeôing another faft, which may be found in 
Ducange. (in verb, focagium.) This learned author 
mentions an infiniment, inferted in the hiflory of Bri- 
tanny, in which notice is taken of a tax of hearth- 
money, aligned over by the duke, to the conftable 
Cliffon, for the payment of a debt which he claimed. 
According to this inftrument, the number of hearths, 
in all the province, amounted only 1069,74.8. Era* 
autem exhibitus numerus focorum turn contribuentium in 
communis focagtis qui ajcsndtbant ad' fumtnam. 69,748. 
Now, if Britanny contained only fuch a nimber of 
hearths, might we not divide thofe provinces, which 
remained out of the royal jurifdi 61 ion, into four lots, 
each of which lots would be nearly equal to Britanny. 
The firft lot would contain Burgundy, and the Franche 

Comté ; the fécond lot would contain Flanders, .Haï- 
• * nault, 
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hfel£ have been happily thrown into action: 
wewecnfy well acquainted with truths when 

we 

nault, and the Artois ; the third lot would contain 
AÏ£ace, and Lorraine ; the fourth lot. would contain 
Dauphiny, and Provence: within all thefe together» 
including Britanny, there would only.be about 350,000 
hearths. If to this number, we add the number cal- 
culated for Guyenne, there will be but 155,000 hearths; 
for all thofe provinces of our monarchy, which were 
not, at that time, fubject to the authority of our kings* 
I do not, indeed, pretend to give this, . as an exact 
computation ; yet it appears to be at leaft as exact as the 
computation of Mr. Villaret. This author only 
reckpns three perfons to each hearth, which is wandering 
very widely from the real eftimate. There is great room 
to imagine, that with regard to this tax, the mode of 
afferment was different from what it is at prefent. I 
find, alfo, in Ducange, a paflage which he hath taken 
from the regifters of the chamber of accounts. Where 
mention is made of the manner in which the tax of 
hearth-money ought to be collected in Normandy, the 
words are : Ji in eadem demo manferint quatuor homines f 
*uelplurej 9 *vel pauciores, de Quibus unufyuifque vivat de 
fuo proprio, dat focagium : vidua etiam> Ji habet de mobiii 
11 foL aut amplius, dat focagium : as to the number of 
exempted perfons, which, in the computation of Mr. 
Villaret, runs up fo high, the fame manufcript informs 
us, that a bifhop, or an abbey could only exempt fix 
of their train. 

The refult of all this is, that no conclufions can be 
drawn from principles fo uncertain, and fo contradictory. 
Mr. de Villaret may be furprifed that we have only 

carried 
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w can a/certain their limits. (u) * It is in ge- 
neral true, that populoufaefs is a proof, of the 
proiperity, and power of a nation, becaufe 
it is in general true, that agriculture, com- 
merce, and a wife legiflation multiply the 
number of mankind ; and vice verfa. But 
is not population fometimes connected with 
phyfical caufes, which may prevail ov.r mp- 

ral 

carried the population of all the provinces, of whici 
we have made an enumeration, as high as a third of 
that population, which he afcribes to Guyenne, and 1 to 
the other countries, fubjeft to England : we, in our 
turn, are equally furprifed that heihoj..' eflim ate that 
population, at the half of the population of tkofe pro- 
vinces, which were under an immediate obedience to 
the king. Befides, he produces ho regifler for Guyenne^ 
and we have produced a very accurate rtgitter fur Bri» 
tanny. The refult of his calculation is, that the king- 
dom, fuch as it is at prefent, might', at that period, 
have contained 32 millions of inhabitants ; the refult 
of our calculation is, that the kingdom contained only 
thirteen, or fourteen millions of inhabitants ; for faor 
millions of hearths would only give us twelve millions 
of contributors ; and we mull prefume that we are 
juftified, in fuppofing that the number of exempted 
perfons was, by no means, fo confiderable as Mr. Vii- 
Jaret hath imagined, Amidit thefe obfeurities, reafon 
muft determine ; reafon muil teach us, that a people 
delivered up to anarchy, and fuperftition, can never 
multiply beyond a certain point. 

(h) See " Mémoire fur U comment des colonies àfuert" 
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ral caufes ? Po not countries exift, which are 
more favorable to the propagation of the 
human fpecies? than other countries? and 
is there always an equal proportion between 
the number of individuals, and the felicity 
which they enjoy ? fafts are alone fufficient to 
enable us to determine thefe queftions* For» 
if, «in profecuting thefe enquiries, it fhould 
appear difficult to find countries entirely 
covered with inhabitants, it would not at leaf): 
be (b difficult to find countries totally defert- 
jedL The coafta of Africa, the Ottoman 
empire, and even the empire of the Czars 
would furnifh us with too many inftances of 
this kind. But, not to fearch after diftanc 
examples, we may produce feveral little ftate* 
of Germany, without comtaerce, and with* 
out induftjy, governed with no fmall degree 
of tyranny, and perpetually opprefled by the 
prefence of a petty fovereign, who, the moft 
frequently, owes his domain only to fome 
,ecclefiaftical dignity, and is impatient to de- 
vour a precarious property, which he cannot 
bequeath to his pofterity. Well, thenî in 
thefe little ftates, the people multiply ; their 
Carriages are not happy, but they are com- 
mon: their hulbandry is not rich, but it is 

fruitful* 
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fruitful, and the human fpeciës conftandy 
find a fufficiency for their fupport. 

It mult be confeflëd that fome of the pro- 
vinces in France are in a very miferable fi- 
liation, and appear to have been hitherto 
conftandy forgotten by the government, ex- 
cept in the laying on of duties. Within thefe 
few years, Berri, fend the Limofin had,neither 
roads, nor commerce; and yet languifhed 
under the weight of impofitions,(*> by ib 
much the more burdenfome, becaufe in thefe 
elective countries, the uxation was arbitrary. 
The ftate reaped where it had not fown. I 
allow that thefe provinces are not the rnoft 
populous provinces in the kingdom; but (till 
they are populous, and certainly, the number 
of inhabitants which they contain is in a pro- 
portion greatly exceeding the proportion of 
their conveniences of life. It is, that we 
are not acquainted with all the refources of 

nature. 



fxj Move attention than ufual hath been lately payed 
to the welfare of thefe provinces ; and the appointment 
of able, and upright roagiitrates to prefide over them, 
is a tneafure from which they have already derived 
great advantages. The wife, and enlightened zeal, by 
which fuch governors are adnated, muft be entirely 
for the benefit of the people. 
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nature. It is, that flie is capable of efforts* 
which we cannot eftimate-, and this is the 
reafon why we are always miftaken in efta-, 
blilhing too' general principles, or rather in 
the confluences which we draw from thefe 
principles. 

^ubfiftance is the fi an dard of population. 
Were the quantity of fubfiftancc to decreafe, 
the number of individuals muft deçreafe in the 
fame proportion. It muft decreafe, without 
doubt : in the fame proportion ? that Is ano- 
ther affair ; or, at lead, it can only be at the 
clofe of a very long period that this pro- 
portion will be found exaft. The degradati- 
ons of the political fyftem fomewhat refemble 
the receffion of the tides 5 the wave, in re- 
tiring, always flows again over its former 
track ; to judge whether its motion be retro- 
grade, we muft watth it with great attention. 
Before that the life of men can become Ihort- 
ened, or that even the fources of life can be 
impaired, calamity muft have overthrown 
their powers, and multiplied their difeafes. 
When calamity may have invaded a country, 
when the fubfiftance may have been diminifh- 
ed, in a certain quantity, a fixth part, for 
inftance, it will not happen that a fixth part 

of 
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t)f the inhabitants cither die of hunger, or 
tranfport themfelves to. another fpot; but 
thefe wretched individuals mud, in general, 
confume a fixth part lefs, and thus» of courfc, 
unfortunately for them, deftruttion doth not 
always follow calamity ; and nature, more an 
ceconomift than tyrants are, bed knows at 
how fmall a coft mankind may fubfift. They 
may ftill be numerous, but they will be weak, 
^nd miferable, whenfoever a year of labour 
(hall have but juft fupplied each individual 
with an hard fubfiftance for himfelf, and for 
his family 5 or' whenfoever an exaftion fhall 
have taken away from him, daily, the trifling 
overplus with which he might have formed 
3 capital, a mean of improving his arts of 
hufbandry, and bettering his circumftances. 
It is in this inftance, that by taking from 
iiim a little, he is deprived of a great deal. 
I affirm, therefore, that fuch a country may 
be populous, without being either powerful, 
x>r formidable : I affirm that if a war Ihould 
arife, but few refources can be expedted 
from fuch a country, and that it may be fub- 
•dued with eafe, by a lefs numerous people. 

If, on the contrary, there (hould exift a 
nation which, without being very numerous, 

poficflcs 
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pofièfles a great, quantity of well-cultivated 
lands * which daily increafes its agriculture» 
and its commerce, whilft its population doth 
îlot increafe in a fimilar proportion-, and 
which, in (hort, raifes a much greater meafure 
of fubfiftance, without maintaining a greater 
number of inhabitants, I affirm that this nation 
mufi confume fpecificaliy more than otter nations I 
and that, bere> tbç tariff of human life is higher 
than elfewbere. This, then? is the fureft Jign 
of the felicity of mankind. In fuch a fituation 
is England. 0) Compare one ftate with 

another 

(y) In this place, is meant only England, properly £> 
called, for there is no nation which can have reafon to 
envy Scotland, or Ireland. The inhabitants of England 
are commonly rated at feven millions. As England 
is not much more extenfive than a third of France, it 
muft be peopled, if the above calculation be exact, pre- 
cifely in the fame proportion ; but it mult be obferved 
that England enjoys feveral advantages not to be met 
with in France. Being in mod parts rather a level 
country, it is, of courfe, peculiarly adapted to the 
culture of corn, and pafturage. Befides, it is furrounded 
by the fea, and the nature of its foil is the occafion 
of its good, and eafily-re paired roads. On the other 
hand, its commercial concerns are attended with par- 
ticular conveniencies, on account of its pofition between 
Europe, and America, whilft its infular fituation 
fccures its tranquility. It is but juft, therefore, to 

compare 
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another ftate> one clafs with, another clais 5 
one profeffion with another profeffion, and 
you will ' find that the fubfiftaftce of an En- 
glifhman is always^rated at an higher affize, 
1 hah tl^c fubfiftande of a Frenchman, or « 
Vol. II. S German. 

compare England only to the richeil provinces of 
France; as to Scotland, and Iceland, it will be Suffi- 
cient to oppdfe to thefe countries» the Limofm, Au* 
•rergne, rYovince; and feme parts of Champagne, 
UndeMii& point of view, England would be fpecifi- 
cally lefs populous than France/ for Scotland, and 
Ireland together, -do not contain four millions of in- 
feabitaats* But I am much inclined ta believe that the 
'EngKfh are àlfo infected by the rage of depreciating 
their population» Their only mode of enumeration is 
by houfts, of which, there are fuppofed to be twelve 
hundred thoufand ; and the calculators allow but five 
or fix perfons to each houfe. ' Now, we may obferve 
from the calculations of Mr, de Me&nce, that in Paris» 
he allows twenty-four perfons to each houfe. It is true, 
that there, the numbers run higher than in England. 
But, in London, Briftol, Oxford, Cambridge and Bir- 
mingham» one may very well allow fifteen, or eighteen 
perfons to each houfe. The fame calculations give us 
for the provinces àve perfons to each hearth, or fire ; 
and as there are always many more hearths than houfes, 
every circumftance concurs to prove that twelve hundred 
thoufand houfes muft include many more than feven 
millions of inhabitants. 

Although I cannot prefume to calculate with any 
degree of accuracy, the number of the inhabitants of 

England, 
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German. I da not exèept even the pôôf> 
Who, when they are irf the hofpitab* and 
£lacM built for their reception and fuppdrt, 
are tfoi refufetf afify bf theft provifions, which 
%d fhouM eOftfkfer aa à kind of luxury, fuch 

ai 



England, yet, whilft I confefs that.fcaie of our writ» 
have fixed it To low as feven millions, I muft obferve, 
jthatin 175J, U was rate*,, and that, from\very ruo> 
.derate computation^ at eight millions* lri a memo- 
rial, which was pat into the hands of the late Mr* 
_Cha*ies Tow»fhe»4, , the number of. houfev cottages 
included, were reckoned ft one million» three hundred 
thou&nd. Now, if we : aUow but five inhabitant» to 
each houfe, not either in London, or in Weftminften 
and fifteen inhabitant» to each honfe within thefetwd 
cities, fuppofing the number Of honfe* to be only one 
hundred and fifty f thottfand, Which is certainly much 
below the mark, the total of the inhabitants will be 
ejght millions. As in this calculation, only five in- 
habitants are allowed to each houle In iiich populous 
places as Southwark* Briftol, Oxford, Cambridge, and 
pirmiflgham, it Cannot fiurely be a wifct conjecture, 
fhould we fix the total amount of inhabitants at ten 
millions. I am greatly miftaken» if an accurate cal- 
culation would not go far beyond that fain. When it 
is confidered how eafily exatt lifts of all the inhabitants 
might be annually collected, it feems afionifhing that 
the government, who have, on fome decafions, been 
warmly engaged in more contemptible purfuits, fliould 
not imagine that fuch an object was deferring of their 
riotice. K. 
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as beer* tt^(z) whitt bread, &c. On this 

account, the Englifh are more a&ive, more 

robuft» and» in particular* better workmen 

than the individuals of other nations : for we 

rouft always keep in view this truth* which 

is detftonftraced by experience, namely, that 

the high price of wages is not fo detrimental 

to trade, as many perfons are apt to imagine* 

The reaftn is, that the man who confumes , 

themoft, is the man who works the befh 

An Englijfh officer, directed to fuperintend 

S 2 the 

-^_ — - — — ■— — - - ■--■•■ .. ... 

f»J It it this which renders the poor rates £b burden* 
fome in England»* A great inconvenience might have 
refulted from it ; for the proprietors of landed eftates» 
fearing an augmentation of this tax, began to diC* 
coWage population as much as they could, by removing 
all their little tenants» and particularly thofe manu* 
failures which afforded but a precarious fubfiftaace» 
and which» falling to decay, fomedmes reduced the 
perlons employed in them, to beggary. Thefe incon* 
veniencies have been, for fome time paft, remedied ; 
the majority of the proprietors having joined together^ 
and formed eftabiiihmcnts, to the fupport of which» 

they, 

• <Tbe author of a late performance, entitled "Real Grie- 
vances," affirms that the poors rate, in the year 1764, 
amounted to more than t<wo millions, and two hundred thou- 
f and pounds. One is almo/f inclined to doubt thefa& 9 tbefum 
isfi exorbitant. It is (as he obferves) coufiderably greater 
than what ufed to defray the expences of government to- 
wards the conclufion of the laft century. K, 
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thè conftru&ion of fomé Entrenchment, dU 
vided the Work between Englifhmcn and 
Scotchmen, He payed the Englifhmen, for 
their days labour, double the fum which he 
payed the Scotchmen. . Thefe laft complain- 
ing, be' put all the. workmen to the. trial, and 
they were to be paid at an equal rate, accord- 
ing to their refpeôive earnings ; but here the 
Scotchmen were greater loiers than bcfore.(j) 

/ .->. Ido 
. » i ■ ■ , ■ ,., . „ , 

they, according to their property, contribute,* and 
where, the poor are put to work. By thefe means, no 
one any longer finds an intereft in driving them away 
from him; each individual ought rather to wiih that 
fiich a population might be near him, as he muft reap 
an advantage from whatfoever they produced, whilft 
his Neighbours bear a part in the expence of maintain- 
ing them. Thefe fafts, which are but little known in 
France, muft be of fervice, in proving that charitable 
eftablifhments, which are calculated for the fupport, 
and multiplication of the people, may fometimes run 
counter to their object; they, likewife, teach us that * 
all manufactures which have no connection with agri- 
culture, are the moft common fources of beggary. The 
truly ufefal works are fphming, knitting, weaving, &c. 
In thefe occupations, the labourer and his family may 
fill up the winter days, the long evenings, and all the 
time, during which, they are not working in the 
grounds. 

(a) Mr. Pennant informs us, in his tour, that in the 
neighbourhood of Caftle Duplin, the feat of the earl 

of 
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I do not alltide to thofe extravagant wages 
which are given in London 5 becaufe eve- 
ry city, when it becomes too confiderable,. 
always overfets the laws of reafon and polity ; 
and becaufe, ip a capital, where each clafs 
conftitutes a body, and where, each body 
may grow formidable, trade, policy, and 
common fenfe are equally expofed. But I 
, am convinced from my own obfervation, 
that in the counties of' England, wages are 
given in a juft proportion, and individuals, 
in general, con fume more there, than elfç- 
where.(^) 

S 3 By 

of Kinnool, in Perthfhire, the daily price of labour, 
although fixed at only eight- pence, is reckoned dear, 
becaufe the common people, who are not yet gotten 
into a method of working, do very little for their 
wages. One would imagine, however, that on the 
borders of the Dee, and at no great diftance from 
Aberdeen, labour muft be cheap, though it were even 
indolently, and unfkilfully attended to. Theufual pay 
is fifty (hillings a year, and two pecks of oatmeal a 
week. K. 

(h) The reader, by confulting a book entitled " a 
fix weeks tour through the /out hem counties of England and 
Wales, will find that the daily wages of reapers, mow- 
ers, thrafhers, &c. are, as follows: in thofe parts 
where bread is two-pence, butter fix-pence, and riieat 
from three-pence to four- pence a pound; in winter 

ten- 
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By the word confame, I would be under- 
ftood to refer to the enjoyment of all the 
conveniencies of life. In England, the coun- 
try-people, and the labourers *re well clad \ 
they are not accuftomed to purchafe old li- 
veries, 

ten-pence, and oftner a (hiding ; in hay time eighteen- 
pence ; in harveft a (hilling, and board and beer. (See 
tgur, p. 154.) 

Whatsoever idea foreigners nay form of the eafy fi« 
tnation of Our country labourers, it is a melancholy 
fact, that, whilft the wages which they receive, are as 
much as any bontft farmer can afford to give, they hare 
fcarcely wherewithal to purchafe the common nece&rie» 
of life. In many parts, more than fifty miles diftant 
from the capital, flour hath been fold at the rate of 
eight (hillings the buihel. When it is considered how 
foon a labourer, and his family expend a buihel of 
flour, how long they work before they earn it, and 
how abfolutelv neceiTary varieties of other articles are, 
it is impoffible to avoid Shuddering at the oppreffions. 
under which they languid*. To complain of fcarcity 
is, at the beft, an unfeeling mockery of the fuferinga 
of the mod ufeful branch of the community. During 
the late feaibns, (and the very laft feafon in particular,) 
ourfields (to borrow a ftrong, but juft expreflion,) bav$ 
flood fo thick with corn, that thy bawe laugM* ondfung. 
M how eafy- a rate, might this plenty have circulated 
through the families of indufirious labourers, if the 
barbarity of avaricious individuals had not perverted 
the bleffings of Heaven, to the word purpofes. It were 
equally cruel* and impolitic to cenfure an order of 

men, 
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verics, as is the praâiçê in certain countries, 
where, when you enter the church on a Sun- 
day, you are apt to imagine that, inftead of 
a congregation of country-people, you per- 
ceive a gang of fliabby doraeftics. Coal-fires 
are, indeed, by no means Jb dear as wood- 
S 4 fires $ 

men, who might be exceedingly beneficial to Jbciety, 
if their practices could admit of way palliation. A 
member of the houfè of commons, who is an honour 
to human nature, hath clearly proved, from the mod 
indefatigable enquiries, that if the millers, and the 
mealmen give only fix weeks credit, or return their 
money eight times in the year, they gain more than 
fixty-fix pounds per cent. I know places where they 
return their muney oftener than thirty times in the 
year. And all this, folely for want of an affize on 
flour, a benefit whicn we enjoyed, not forty years ago, 
but which hath, fince, been artfully, and by degrees, 
withdrawn from us. When foe ver the people fhall in* 
fill on Hour, being the whole produce of the wheat, this 
affize, with all its happy confequences, can, and will 
be reftored : but, (as hath been jufily obferved,) if they 
do not call for it, they oppofe the redrefs of their own 
wrongs, and are, in fome meafure, the caufe of what 
they fuffer. Amongft thoufands of individuals, who 
feel the want of necefiaries, fcarcely ten have any idep 
of the means which lead to their relief ; and, there- 
fore, in the prefent inftance, it is the duty of every 
perfon, who may be acquainted with the enquiries, and 
the plan of this excellent legislator, to explain them to 
^is poorer, and lefs intelligent neighbours. K. 
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fires; but in England, a fire is confidercd as 
the firft ncccffity, and all the houfes are heat- 
ed within, although they conftantly have doors 
and windows, which (hut clofe, and are kept 
in good repair, in order to defend the in- 
habitants from the inclemencies of the weather. 

Such are the real advantages enjoyed by 
this people; advantages which, united with 
the fecurity of their properties, and that in- 
valuable privilege, by virtue of which, they 
acknowledge no dependence but on the laws, 
iriulft have rendered them the happieft nation 
in the world, if their climate, their ancient 
manners, and their frequent revolutions had 
riot given them a propenfity to difcontent, 
and melancholy. But thefe reflections are 
foreign to our fubjeft. We have juft ob- 
served, that a people may increafe their com- 
merce, and their culture, in a much greater 
proportion than their numbers : it remains 
that we (hould enquire, whether fuch a cir- 
cumftance be a difadvantage to them, and 
whether they will, on this account, become 
lefs powerful. 

To make this queftion ftill plainer, let us, 
as at the beginning of this work, fuppofe the 
labour of a nation to be divided amongft all 

the 
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the individuals: let us fix on two cities, and 
imagine one of them to contain fix thoufand, 
and the other four thoufand inhabitants:! 
affirm that if the inhabitants of the Bi&dty 
fhould be under the neceflity of labouring, 
during the whole year, to procure for them- 
felves a moderate fubfiftance; and if the in- 
habitants of the laft city fhould, by the lame ' 
labour, produce a quantity of fubfiftance 
fpecifically more confiderable « or elfe pro- 
duce, by a lefs toilfome exertion of labour, 
a fufficient fubfiftance, as they would be more 
powerful, fo alfo would they be happier than 
the others; and this, in fuch a degree, that 
were a war to be kindled betwixt the two 
cities, the inhabitants of the laft city would 
be of courfe viftorious. 

Td proceed ftill farther, and obferve what 
circumftances muft arife. The leaft numc- 
rous, but the richeft(^) people refolve to bring 
their troop* into the field. We will fuppofe 
•them to mufter a thoufand men. Here, then, 
is a fourth part of the people defifting from 
labour: one, or the other of thefe confe- 

quences 

(c) By riches, muft be underftood fubfiftance. Foiy 
hitherto, we have kept clear frçm any idea of cook 
merce, and current fpecies. 
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quences muft therefore follow ; either that, 
as the country furnifhes a fourth part left of 
fubfiftance, the cultivators fhould daily abridge 
themfelves of a portion of their consumptions, 
in order to afford a livelihood to their foldiers j 
or, that they fhould augment their labour to 
fupply the want of that which thefe laft had 
been conftrained to abandon. But amongft 
fuch a people thefe two refources are equally 
poffible. Wc (hall only obferve that this al- 
ternative fcarcely exifts, as the two efforts 
are made together, fb that the labouring di- 
vifion of the people work fomewhât more, 
and confume fomewhat lets : and this it is, 
which fupports all fiâtes, during a war. 

Let us now enquire into the iituajtipn of 
the other people. They, alfo, w.ijl raife a 
thoufand men* for in the firft campaigns, 
the armies are generally equal; and it is rather 
from their hopes, than from their means, 
that the contending parties conclude that 
N they (hail prove fuccefsful. The great dif- 
ficulty is to difcover how this little army 
muft be fupported. Will the five thoufand 
individuals left behind engage in additional 
labour? but their exceflive labour will fcarcely 
furnifh a fufficiency for their own confumptu- 

on. 



PVBLIC HAPPINESS. *Sf 

on. Will they confume lefs? but, in thi* 
cafe, their confumption will icarcely be fuf- 
ficicnt for their fubfiftance. At fuch a crifis, 
and under fuch hardfhips, how are they te> 
keep their army on foot? how muft they 
viétual it? how muft they recruit it? it feems, 
then, clearly proved that, exclufive of the 
difadvantages to which a thoufand weak, and 
languilhing foldiers muft be always expofed, 
in a contention againft an equal number of 
powerful, and robuft men, the fingle differ- 
ence in their means, and efforts, would at 
once determine the ruin of thefe people, 
more numerous, but alfo more miferable 
than the other people. 

It may, perhaps, be objected to me, that 
this is no more than an hypothefis; and that 
I have taken the liberty of driving matters to 
an extreme, I allow it. Yes. I have ftatedi 
circumftances too ftridtly; I have driven 
matters to an extreme * but it was only to 
put the cjueftion in its full light. Now, let 
the obje&or add, diminifh, and mark all the 
intermediate fhades -, but yet he muft at lcaft 
confefs that the principle is true, and that 
every hiftorical event may be referred to it, 
either in a greater, or a kfs degree. What 

would 
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would have been the; cafe, if the. lead pa- 
pulous nation had enjoyed a greater captai in 
current fpccies i what would have been the 
cafe, if, by fuppofihg that every thing was 
to be bought, (as even men may be bought 
in our days*) all the effbrts of war had con- 
fided of expences J certainly, my principle, 
far from lofing any part of its application, 
muft have acquired from it frefli light, and 
have become indifputable. 

I, notwithftahding, : forefee an. objection, 
which I lhall endeavour to remove, before 
I conclude this chapter, Tdu mention (it will 
be faid to me,) the current fp^cies as a refource, 
as a capital \ and yet it appears that in the moji 
cxpcnfive wars, the ' decays of labour, of po- 
pulation, and of agriculture, confiant ly precede 
the exportation, or entire alienation of this ca- 
pital. . Such a war bath ruined a country, al- 
though it may not have been dratnedof a fourth 
part of its fpecies. I fhall take the liberty 
to reply to this obje&ion, only by the expo- 
fitibnof a theory, which is, in my opinion, 
equally true, and fimple. 

As. all commodities are vendible, and an 
interior commerce, which is but a kind of 
perpetual barter, may be carried on by ex- 

...w./ change, 
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thange, or with more, «r fewer reprefentâtive 
figns, ic w«wid be» natural to Confkter àll thé 
current fpedés within à ftâte as credit for a 
furplus ofUabour, or a prod aft ion to be taken 
from a foreign ftate ; fo that a nation, with 
an: annual .'rcproduftion of fix hundred mil-* 
lions, and poflfeffing two. hundred millions of 
ready morieyv might* concliide that' it had 
eight huWifed^miRioris^offubriftance, : at its 
difpofahj tbitas air kinds !©£ 'exchange have 
been long, fined œgociaibckxby money; and 
as the trânsfemng of ftock, conveyances,' 
barter, and- payments- could ~ not take place 
without money, it follows that it is become 
impoffible to difpofe of money as a capital, 
without 'diverting it, in a much greater pro* 
portion, from its functions, as a general 
agent in' matters of commerce. In the human 
body, bleeding equally frees every veffeU it 
is not fo in the body politic : there, all fuch 
attempts are attendee) with convulfions, nor 
can its cecohomy be altered, without throw- 
ing it into * diforder, and confijfion. It is 
thus, that impofitions attack properties, and 
ruin the provinces; it is thus, that borrowing, 
and the raifing of extraordinary fupplies prove 
the deftruftion of private fortunes, and an 

in- 
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iPÉ»wptian to-ç<»rwçrce J itfid hejute, It 
hdppena that nations are overthrown much 
mor^ by a Ud adminiftfàtiôn,,than by wan 
The refait of ail :this is, thafl-ihihe prèfent 
ftp&9 q£ political jfcietieg, die current fpecies 
niay irirelLbe cionfidered as a capital! which re* 
j^efeotfr commodities, or foreign manu* 
ftâurts* but that» at the fame time, it is a 
capital which kt not to be difpofed of ; that it 
muft be colkéfctd , together, and' employed 
only in a fmall Jxjrtion ; in fliort v that the 
truly powerful nation, is ; the nation which, 
confuming ipeciflcaiiy more, or" lâbcufmg 
^ecifîcàlly kâ thjan another nation, can, at a 
crifis, either recur to a faving of their fubfift- 
ance^ or an augmentation of their labour, (VJ 

CHAP, 

.' . * ' ? — t *' , 'it.' 

(â) States* àrè in pbfleflion of* capitals much more 
advantageous tfcati &My and iilver* *Thcfeare their 
féa-ports* their fortified places, their trfenals, their 
roads, their, canajs^.t^eir magasines, their farms, their 
manufactures, and ail the edifices of ufe, either to 
agriculture, of tô commerce» Thefe may be called thé 
fivit fettin-g out* the advance* of a nation* without 
which nothing profitable can be expected. As to the 
reft,, .it is unneceffary to inform the reader» that if, in 
the courfe of this chapter, I have compared France to 
England, yet» all the obfervations concerning two 
people, of which, the one is rich, and the other poor, . 

are 
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Cqncerking war, and the caufes which may ren{ 
der.it, in our times, mere or kfs frfyucn^ 

A F it be net yet determined by thé Specu- 
lator*, which are the true lymptôfesôf the 
felicity of the people', yet all mult at fcaft 
agree that peace h generally the p rincij>le of 

it*- 

are not to be referred to thefe two nation*. The ma*> 
jority of the provinces of France are as rich, .and as 
well cultivated as the cowries of England** ' The 

people 

* Tbere is m nation *s which tbe ffirit of agriculture is 
mvre predominant than in France. It ts at oner our dutji and 
tur interefl to cberijb it witb equal entbujiafm> loft as tbep 
now keep pace witb us, tbeyjbovld, hereafter, oûtJMf us m 
tbe arts of cultivation. We have left reafon to dread tbe op* 
pqfition of tbeir fleets and armies t formidable as tbey are, tban 
On ara at wbitb tbis rivai nation men become the granary 
of Europe. JPbifff we turn afide witb indignation, from tbe 
multitude of our unferviceable ivafles, let us invite tbe at* 
Mention of tbe legiflature to tbofi once barren trails, now en± 
tlofed in France. It appears, by tbe mofl etaff accounts, tbat 
from January 1765, to December 1769, 360,000 arpents, of 
nearly 400,000 Englijb acres bad been fenced^ and cultivated* 
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it. Peace gives birth to ideas of tranquility, 
order, and welfare. Why then is this calm, 
which ought jto follow -her .appearance, fo 
oR3T3îïKrbea," within .free nations," by fac- 
tions, and within other nations, by mur- 
murs ? it is becaufe individuals are, at once, 
much happier, and much lefs occupied. It 
is only in^the moment when they are begin- 
ing to grow better, that they ftruggle to be 
well. J '^Aif apparently * dying man,' finking 
under the preflure of his difeafe, feels nor 
rhip^, hopes- for pptfriog," fears nothing. * Js 
thç favorable xrifis vriyçd ? pain! foon re- 
minder, U rjv of : hi* ,oxi{htace. He\ is r<hrawn 
intq^ip}^ agitations^ . he complains j he 

begins 



people of France, indeed, are not fo much at their 
eafe ; but this iy an advantage which can only be 
broughf^&Oufc by tkne^ and' the affiftanceof laws fa- 
vorable to agriculture, fuch as the exportation of corn» 
a rçdemption^from average» aa encouragement given to 
the introduction of good roads in the different iteigh^ 
bourhpods, 'and above all, an abolition of the arbitrary 
mode of collefting the taxes: 

They produced at the lowej} efiitnation 900,000 quarters of 
corn i the lands before in tillage* on account of the great im- 
provement in their culture, equalled, the above in their addi~ 
twnal increafe. One million^ eight hundred thoufand quarters 
of corn are reckoned fufficient to Jùpply one million,, Jive hun- 
dred thoufand individuals with bread, during a whole year, 
and will, perhaps, afford nearly a month H s fubfijlance of bread 
to all the French. K. 
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begins to fear death., and is already cured* 
So is it -with the bodies politic* They muft 
be unacquainted either with mankind, or 
with governments, who, when they hear of 
opposons» remonftrances, murmurs, &c. 
haftily conclude that a nation is miferable. 
Undoubtedly, the ferenity of ancient Arcadia» 
or of modern Lignon, would form an en- 
chanting fituation ; but men do not govern 
ihemfelves likç the Ihepherds of Dur{ê' 9 (e) 
1 and (he laws of a powerful date are not fb 
Vol.1L T eafily 

ft) The Aftraea of Honoré D'Urfé, concluded by 
Baro, and publifhed in 1643, is one of the beft novels 
in the French language* I have no inclination to ex- 
patiate on productions, which» although they may have 
formerly contributed to foften the manners of a too un* 
poliflied age» are, now» fomething worfe than unfer- 
viceable ; but as the Aftraea abfolutely was» what ou* 
modern novels pretend to be, founded on realfafi, the 
admirer of adventures» if any fuch fhould take up this 
work» will not think the remainder of the note imper- 
tinent. Before Durfé» who was a knight of the order» 
repaired to Malta, where he reiided, during feveral 
years» he payed his addrefles to, and was» in his turn, 
beloved by Mademoifelle de Chafteaumorant, the folc 
heirefs of a very noble family, Whilft he was abfent, 
lhe gave her hand to his eldeft brother. The union pro* 
ceeded from interefted views. The houfes of D'Urfe, 
and Chafteaumorant had been long at variance» and as 

all 
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dafily carried to perfeftion, as the laws *Â the 
v#ttq gf Tempt* As &>t me, were I to ar- 
rive in a country, where^ at the capital, they 
fpoke dniy of pleafutes and fights ; in th< 
provinces only of plays and Iktle intrigues ; 
end ih tf»e country ohly of. rain and of fine 
weather* I fhould fay, Behold la vaih and 
ftiipid people, whom their firivoloufneft blind* 
for a lÈoment, but who, certainly, ire ran* 
jngt forwards to their own ruin* On the con* 
' - ' . . • . l - .: -.fraryi 



all the nobility of thecouirtry had entered warmly into - 
the contention* of either «fee one party, or the other 
party, 'thefarejits of this- toupie were eager to «ftablrfh. 
an alliance, àefltned to^xtinguHh animofities which 
had frequently proved 'fata!.' Though D'Urfe, on his 
return, 'beheld, in his mtftrefc, the wife of his brother* 
yet ftill he continued her admirer. We mud fappoie 
hîtn toliave figfted away ten years, when an unexpected 
Incident gave hopes to his paiBon. The buibahd of 
A/fademôifelle, by this time*, thought it proper to declare 
his infufneiericy. The ferriage was annulled; Durfé 
obtaiired a difyenfation from his own vows, as a knight 
cSF Malta, and, after having- fmrmountcd numberlefi 
difficulties, was wedded to die wife of his brother, who, 
with a better apology than the Roman priefls can ge- 
nerally make to fociety, for embracing a flaté of ce- 
libacy, entered into orders, and die*d Dean of the 
Chapter of Saint John de Montbrifon, and Prior of 
Itfont- Verdun. K. 
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irary, if I perceived all minds* in aftion-, if 
Itibferved theîti fcrutiftfeing whâtfoever might 
be good or bad, u(feful or : detrimental; tf 
public Welfare) although frequently mifun- 
derftood, was the objeft of all their enqui- 
ries $ if their cohverfations, Whether reafdn- 
4bte or (plenetic, were often turned to legtf- 
tatotiy agriculture, and commerce; if aft 
thèfe interring queftions were difcufied ; i£ 
all different ^mlons were advanced, debated, 
fend refuted; I fhould fay, Behold a people 
tdready exceedingly eftimable, who begin to 
be happy, who deferve to Be happy, and who> 
in the end, will be more happy. 

Caprice is. to be condemned, when it is 
the vice of inferiors ; but it is much mocfc 
dangerous when it hath infefted thofe who 
jgovern. They muft be careful to arm them- 
felves agautft that impatient temper, which 
frets at trifling attacks» The fermentation of 
difepurfes and Writings is inconvenient; but 
not alarming. Cromwel did not write North 
Britons* nor Jacques Clement (f) political 
T 2 pamphlets! 

• - - "■ • » •" ' ■ •'■ 

(f) Jacques Clement was the pious Dominican wh« 
affaflmated Henry the third of France. By a land ôf 
involuntary humanity, he was delivered from thofe 

tor- 
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pamphlets. I have heard many Frenchmen, 
and even Englishmen, exclaim againft "the 
divisions whiclj have difturbçd England, fince 
the peace. 1 have not met with a fingle one, 
who hath recollefted that from the Tarquins, 
to the Csefars, the Roman republic arofe on- 
ly by diffentions. We have already obferyed, 
and we repeat it again ; without the exceflrre 
pride of the Patricians, and the ungovernable 
audacity of the Tribunes, perhaps this vaft 
republic would have been only ^n ephemeral 
, .' ■ ' de. 

tortures which Ravaillac, and Damiens fuifered with 
fuch amazing refolution. The courtiers who were 
prêtent at the death of their unfortunate fovereign, 
jrilied the murderer on the fpot. In this enlightened 
age, when bigotry is out of fkfhion, were it poffible 
to ftifle indignation, it mull be curious to run over the 
religious diftinftions which the contending parties gave 
to 'tSe menV abominable crimes. When the mother of 
"Clement appeared, in Paris, the preachers of tfie League 
. called on the people to reverence tie happy parent of an 
holy martyr. The pi&ure of this miferable wretch was 
placed on the altars of the churches, and next to the 
representations of Jefus. Abbé de Lçnguerue obferves, 
that the Sorbonne deliberated whether they ihould alk 
for his canonization. It is more than probable that the 
good doctors might have obtained it. Sextus Quintus, 
who pronounced the eulogium of Clement in the con* 
Jiftory, arid wifely compared him to Judith, and Elea- 
zar, could hardly have refufed fo fmall a favour. £. 
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democracy, or a languifhing ariftocracy. la 
the timco£Scipio, and-Emitius^ nothing was 
heard hut complaints, reproaches and cen- 
fures. Under Kerb and Domkian, all was 
filence ; but according to the ingenious ex- 
predion of a modern author, this calm was 
the calm of: the grave.(£) Still happy is the 
French nation, as its tranquility is not depeiv- 
dent on a constantly uncertain, and frequent- 
ly chimerical,, equilibrium, but on a general 
concurrence towards the maintenance of all 
moderating forms \ the , preservation of all 
property on a, refpe&able footing, the pre- 
vention of all precipitation in the adjuftment 
of tt>e laws, rand the inftruûion of the le- 
giflator himfelf, by the liberty, of thinking, 
ipe^ing and writing. . v 

Let us be cautious, therefore, how we be- 
come enamoured of war, becaufe it intoxi- 
cates the mind with a thifft for tranfient glo* 
ry, and amufes the people with public re* 
joicings, which are always interrupted by the 
tears of individuals. Let us be careful ta 
remove from us all apprehenfiçns of peace* 
. T 3 , be. 

(g) Montefquieu hath fomewhere dbfèrved, that the 
tranquility of fuch a ftate is like the mournful filenco 
of a city, which the enemy is about to ftorm. K. 
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bttauft k nktodufies difcuffioas and interior 
etfttftçMsst let us rather, to giwl ^mnkindi 
thtfi*' due, acknowledge that all pafllonatc' 
and uAJufta* they >atc y they maft have eo&>: 
ceived better ideas of their real intercfts, if 
they had not fcfeoft always more drttriî aficte; 
than blittdfed; In ftft#- 1 confider a* a loftg 
diftraâioiv, thbfëwâfcs which wese undertaken* 
to fecure the «cahquieft of' the Mttartefe, and' 
the kfogdoirt <#<Napfes. In «he fame Kghp 
1 vteW thofe tftts, thtt origin of which WV 
at firft, the arribkion éf the hôufe of -Auftria*-' 
aftècwardsthéàmbiéôft of Detrii thé Fqu#-î 
ttërith; arid, at length, tharinad purfuitof 
alialiince of peirêr, which hath been fines' 
carried to ftichi extremes*; . fofterky will ne^ 
ver forgive an old doting minîflSer, for haW 
ing- excited, wfth equal injuft&e and impfu- • 
dericei 1 alorig qtikrrd, which Hwfc teïméHtetf 
thé -political fyftefrt' of Europe, • but «or 
dianged it. This quarrel ofcee appfctfed;* 
how {uceefttfufly,' how rapidly were all mind», 
et- length, impelled towards- the- ôbjeéb of 
real' utility ? with what eagerriefs did they nc# 
endeavour to enjoy the principal advantages 
of peace, fuch m„ commerce, and agricul- 
ture? 
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ture,;YW I ihall not ipdife.of the laft wti; 
btcattfrjcocr^eccnt: feus: race' the fields cither 
of praiTdrfOr of fatiie; fields into which I 
do hot pretend to entxrx bot I qmftobfervc, 
that if . the quarrels of ambition h*v*ûrrri$ii. 
tunatcly drawn afidc tbe people, who ought 
to have laboured at the acquisition of their 
welfare,' the urvjwft defirc of obtaining an ex- 
duEve Gommerce r a commerce eftablifhed 
by domination, and preferred by force* was 
alio a cruel miftakev of which fe vendit ion* 
ftill feci the effets. Loi 03 hope that, har- 
raffed out at length by To many trfclef* dif- 
traaxms, by; fa nurfy <taagerous blunders, 
; '»«.f': /T '4*' -v ' •■'-:*■ >we 

; viOl ■ * — [ ' " ■■ ' ■■ ;' ■■■■■■■ . ^ 1 ; j ' T i uMrni * v 

W !♦ jbere». place the wortf commerce* for fji^fiift 
time, before the word" agriculture, becaufe all the pub- 
lications during the laft peace, feemed to have iû view 
commerce rather than agrifldtiii*. Nothing wa* writ* 
ten, nothing was reviewed. but commerce. Jc was thett 
that this. ic 1 le queft ion, was agifated: can nobility become 
commercial t as If recruits were made in trade as amidft 
the armies, and as if, fa* the flrrl inftance, capitals were 
not mote iwccffar y than individuals. Thefc , writings 
were the precurfbrs of reafoiy Non étant ilk lux, &c. 
It muft however be remembered that Mr. Herbert* pub- 
limed the firfl and, perhaps, the belt work which, 
hath appeared on the freedom of the corn-trade. 

# Mr. Herbert tuas a French author, and died about 
twelve jean ago* 
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we may grow fenfible that the inteïeftè of alt 
the nations are the tfazne, and may agree to- 
gether. Let us hope, chat wars wilLbtcome 
Jeftohftinate, and more: uncommon:;; to feel 
a perfuafiori that thefe hopes are not&ivblous, 
let us particularize the reafons on which, they 
arc grounded. 

We have, already, on lèverai oçcafions, 
givert the reader to underftand that, confider-» 
ing the prefent of Europe» every project for 
the acqùifition of univerfal monarchy rnauft 
be raflv and chimerical: but the .rropo/Bbi- 
lity of executing fuch a projeft, is not fuffi* 
cient for the fecurity of the people -, in order 
tQr fix their fafety, it is i*quifite that it fhould 
beimpofiible to form fuch a projeft. Now^ 
feveral reafons concur, at prefent, to remove 
this idea even from the pioft foolilh and am- 
bitious mind. Not only a fuffkient equili- 
brium balances the powers of Europe 5 not 
only each ftate, in particular, is enabled by 
the fituation of its frontiers, by foipe fortified 
places, and by a number of proper troops, 
to refill any fudden attack -, but alio multi- 
plied alliances, and defenfive treaties havç 
Tendered Europe one vaft republic, one imr 
menfe cQnfederacy, the bopds of which can 

never 
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never be broken but by long and powerful 
efforts. The time is paffed when by rUking 
two legions, there were; hopes that a kingt 
dom might have been conquered The.firffc 
armaments are become 3$ c^penjive as the 
laft, and military knowledge,, in general^ 
equally diffufed,. ought, on this vejfy account; 
to keep war at à diftance, as a parity be- 
tween two players at chefs, footi . cools their 
pafljon for the ; game r . Beficks* all powerful 
nations are funk in d^fet. The weight of 
thefe debts, and of. their; taxes, is become fr 
heavy, that itmuft be a cafe of neceffity in- 
dfif d, which could induce them to lay on an 
additional burden; and ,e ven ; the denomiçAj 
tion of fubûdieœ > is changed, ib that infteacj 
of means*, there are now pnly resources. 
There muftbe,,thercfore v fop(ïeçhipg more than 
ambition y th^çe muft be; a very ,determinec} 
paffion which can tempt a people to turn 
aggreflbrs. But what feall : excite this fury ? 
{hall national hatred excite it ? national ha- 
tred exifts only amongjft the mob, and ip 
daily more and more deadened by conv 
perce, and that frequent intercourfe which, a 
tafte for travelling hath of late eftablifhed. 
Shall religious fanatiçifm excite it ? there is 

no* 
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hùthmg left far it %6 fuA ont t>ecaufe Juch 
U the progress df hiatal, that, wefe a fupcr-» 
(ftritfUs people ftill tt> exift v they wouH be 
governed by -Wi& âfid enlightened princes t 
and tfere ftiperftitfous priitoe^ -ftxfrift, tbôy 
\«>aldgo*trn people > too weM inftru&ed to 
ftCdfid thtffr folty. - : \* u 

Hpw tomfortable are the motives which 
induce us to ho^erthai: h(?rdafter r lhfè l rèpofe rf 
policed natioirs- wifl not be fi> often and lb 
cruelly drftorbed ! bun you call onïy infpire 
the moft polifted nations with this love of 
peace, this cdnfckrèfoéft that : lt j \§ tfecir inte-* 
itft to prfcferVë it ?Wkiîd :: *6iNt a iaflg-trtfo- 
qrrftty, whifflr^^fè^dmiWîftTatîèn^âjr have 
trained thefe^ natrons up in : tHè : praétîcefcf all 
vermes, exttjit Warlike vertùes/ who will an- 
fwer that hë'natîBfiï'-pbbfi but -feWcl-ëf battles, 
enflaved to pr^écfîfce^-btit îftipifing death, 
ïhaH tômè tô efeffroy, in one day, the fplem- 
did edifide of ^tfttè^etîttg profperity ? who 
'mil anfwer : t inftrtlfted and enlightened men* 
who do not flèîd tbemfélvéS» eompéftted té 
think that aft Trfrhïëft bath been 1 , foàtl be again; 
and that the fame events muft be reproduced, 
after caufes fhaïl have been altered. Thé 
Barbarians invaded the greater part of the 

world i 
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woHd; : yet, let k$e remembered that it Was 
onlyiht Roman empire whitfe they irfva'ded. 
Galjgûïawifhed that the'pfeople of ftome Had 
btrt one* head, that He might Have ftricken it? 
off at a: blow. ; I know hot whether the Bar- : 
barlans were, In 'Met manner, defirbus of 
finding but one maifter on the earth, l in ordeif 
that they might the moife cafily have triumph- 
ed; but this wrfti' tjiight have been'ateôm- ; 
pfifhed.- ïûfaft, thefe people w#ehbt y e*- 
tremely formidable; they mifcamed'ïft every* 
fiege which they undertook; \riaWthc da- 
mans, by keeping within theif fof frefflfe; 1 had 
been fetisfied with harraflingths Barbatiansv 
fatigue- rind difeafe rtiuft foon hatfe;deftrùyeà 
them. ' But thefe* feft contended *only agamffi 
illdiUeiplihed *rmte$j and generals'^ mucft 
hated* by 1 the people as they.wefe defjrifed by 
rift? ï&tffers. Thfefe fcildîers themfelv&r* Were,- 
fo^the ittoft part, ais'grea;t BarbâHtfhs : as' r rtie« 
énèmksv 'A weak? ; **d tottering dufcHorky a* 
Coftftatftiaopie wàfr faible to rènWdy^ioffeâ 
foftâfeetf fcéar facfr dift&At- frontiers^ Tfce 
haïids which fought were too far removed 
from the heart which was to invigorate thçm," 
andçyeji this heart waa feeble and corrupt- 
ed* 

We 
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Wc are not apprehenfive of, declaring that 
every campaign* opened by. the king, of 
Fruffia* hath beea ipuch more difficuk ta 
condu<5i;, than the conquefts. of Attila. What 
muft have been the cafe, had the Barbarians 
found pn their march . fuçh 4 fortreffes ,as Ol- 
mutz, or Schweidnitz ? what muft : have beea 
the cafç, ,if, inftead of; ikying contended 
againft an undifciplined multitude, cpmmand-v 
ed by dpmeftics of the pajace, and even by ; 
eunuchs, they had been forced to engage 
fucceffiyely.withPruffia, Auftria, and France? 
the Ruffians myft no longer be confidered as 
a barbarous people; they; go to war with a 
great, train of artillery, , pravifions, ammuni- 
tion, &c. The Turks thetnfelves place great* 
confidence in their cannon,; and tteprodigi- 
çus number of Haves who follow their ar- 
mies renders their campaigns exceedingly ex- 
penfive: ,Rpw, let us fupppfe the rage of ;ço*h 
quefts to infeftthcfc cations i it muft be 
curious to, fee them before fuch a placeas 
SffllbojirgsCO Icè-us 'flQt, be uneafy about 

the 

(i) The Turks fucceeded at the fiege of Candia ; but 
the. art of* at tacking, and beileging places wadtiôt, at 
that period, carried to that perfection, to which it hatK 

rifeu 
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the Ruffians, and the Turks, The Calmucs 
will not take Luxembourg ; the • Janiffariei 
will not enter Befançon; befides, the Otto^- 
man power is tending towards its difiblution, 
without our having, on this account, any 
thing more to fear from the power of the 
Czars. Thefe fovereign poffeffors of an im« 
menfe country, affured of eafy viftories to- 
wards the Eaftj will never undertake a dian- 
gerous march towards the Wefi\ weak, i: ahd 
poor- in their grandeur, ihey will employ 
themfelves in polifhing their laws, and man- 
ners-, and when they have fucceeded, they 
will divide themfelves 5 their empire will be 
portioned out, and difmembered, fo that from 
ks vaft ruins, free, and happy ftates will 
arife, as, once, there iflued from the entrails 
of a bull, thofe fwarms of bees, the honey 
of which fupplied mankind with fweet and 
wholefome nourilhment. 

Let us agree then, that it is no longer from 
vulgar, and barbarous prejudices, that men 

have 

*■ . . .. 1 . 1 11 1 

rifen in our âge. Befides, the Venetians wanted fuc- 
cours, and yet what refinance did they not make ?• 

* The Turks made a défient on this ifiand in 1644, but it 
nvas not until after a fiege of twenty years that they reduced 
-the whole country, which, finie few forts excepted, the Vene* 
itam, ceded to them, at the conclu/on of peace in 1669. K. 
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Jiave rany reafon tor dipa^ ffcfc . re furp "pf their 
^œûicB. They muft rather expeét chetn 
tt> proceed from the aiwfe of feme ibund 
maxim* fltwly eftabliihed. Such, for inftance* 
P. : the-, gepcf ally «okfioylcdged utility ôf a 
very ext^nfive conwaefçe, Jf England, fince 
ijtf governments of Elizabeth, andCrojnwel* 
if Holland, ûnce her emancipation from ab» 
folufe power -, and France fmce her ftfbje&km 
tot it, h^ye acquired by commerce* riches» 
and fplei^dour, we are not to conclude that 
thefif advantages ought %o be obtained by 
all mean? whatfoever. We muft, in particular, 
be pn o^r guard againft the eafieft means; 
that is, againft the force which favours uiurpa- 
irion,. and: the fpirit of exclufion which flip* 
ports it* that an. adminiftration, with great 
projette, and With little views, ihould be in* 
duced, w. qonftquence ,of a corteipondence 
between fome governor, and the feeretary of 
ftate, in whofe department he ferves, to patch 
up £ ridiculous plan, in order to extend, 
rather than fecure our domination in America; 
that a rage for -planting flakes in the fnow, 
in arder, afterwards^ to ereô fortrefles on 
maps, and all that puerile ambition of under- 
lings y fliould have iftfpired the government 

with 
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with aii ;obftinate pal&on for war, that the 
land-marks of Tome defexts might be re* 
moved, : arc circurnftances which may be too 
eaûly conceived ; but, that a nation which 
prides itfttf on being -philofophical, and po- 
litic^ that a people, accuftomed, for the; two 
laft centuries, to determine what was their 
real intereft, fhouid çonftantly maintain this 
wild pretention to a conquering and exclufive 
commerce ^ that, blind to their trueft advari- 
tages» ihty fhouid Hill .facrifioe to this rain 
idol, .muât appear the more furprifing, and, 
at the fame time, the more affii&ing, becaufe 
the fpirit of. councils is changed with much 
greater facility, than popular prejudices. 

We may difpenfewkh reminding the Eng- 
lish, that ail. traffic, not founded on a free 
exchange of commodities, is not commerce, 
but a tribute -, that trade can have no objeft 
except to procure a nation more fubfiftance, 
and a greater variety of confumptibns; that 
to fulfil thisobjeft, trade ought to be extend* 
cd, and that, of conrfe, h cannot be efta* 
Wiihed on domination, becaufe every too 
efctenfive a domination mnft fall fooner, or 
later, and involve commerce in its ruin; fuch 
advices,- fuch remonânmces would be faper* 

fluous; 
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fluous } a letter from America will tell them 
more, than all our philofophy. But ere we 
proceed any farther, it may not, perhaps, in 
this place, be ufelefs to make fome obferva- 
tiens on thofe prejudices which have, hither- 
to, perverted the bed employment of human 
induftry. 

. We live in a metaphy fical age. Since the 
tranfient modes of geometry have arrived to 
clear away the ancient chaos of difcuffion, 
order. and method are become fa(hk>oable; 
, Every writer on politics, now, afcends to the 
origin of focieties. A family is-augmented^ is 
divided,-*! fubdivided) &c. &c. And all this 
fine progrcfiion is kept up, until he hath 
reached fome particular queftion, far removed 
from the point from which he fet out. Is 
commerce the fubjeft ? he introduces three 
properties, or, if it muft be fo, three iflands, 
one of which produces corn \ another, wine » 
another, hemp ^ &c. &c. Thus, he unfolds 
the origin of ewry thing, fomewhat like 
Moliere's philofopher, when he explains the 
vowels to a fcholar in his fortieth ytzu(k) 

Now, 

(k) It is fcarcely neceflary to obferve that we allude 
only to thofe author* who have wandered from their 

mark 
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Nqw V ) fpr the deluge. v This deluge is the 
confufion of every thing, the deftru&ion of 
every. principle, thp fi^al.fonfequence of the 
error^ :i pa(E(»is^. crin>^ and follies of man* 
lyg^^, jFqr^ ioçg rçhile> jfre ftudy> oif Chev 
m,iûfyi yffpi ^ndertakejv.pnly to procure goQ 
T|be ^tyard^ confined ,îh«ir fearch after this 
jp\d r t #> j^known iands i 7 fhe Engli& atttjcfo 
cc^ the colonies of the Spaniards only to take 
thi s ;^^fçoro>: * çm ? JLet; us enqujre, t|^v 
aften/afts, ; not aroidft metaphyfical . afeftraâi- 
Ods, not ia .Bteliminftry :; di^irfes,\;jifti;ft- 
duftiops ? &c v but in hiftory, apd r aboVc^al^ 
amongllthofewt^ors^p frfrye. wittfn, wfch* 
Oijt intejWpp, . and ^ç^ye^ (if I myM 
allowed the expr cflion) ; treated jpf . maff&F£ 

• , ' ,. ' ->»" /- :■• •: ' ..•. ' .•. : V.i\\" Z 

mark to engage in ufelefs exportions. There are yery 

comriéiraablè performances,* the chief object' of' which. 
Js toi eftaWifli principles, to aàalyfè opinions!* antftè 
found a do$rine. They can not; b£ written 'in top me*, 
thodical, and even too abftrafted a, manner* Such, in 
particular, is the frofpedut of the new Difiiunnttire du 
commerce;* à valuable earneft for the public, Wno ex- 
pect with eçuai confidence» mai impatience, thisva& 
and magnificent work, which'jhey, haVe the pro^Hè <£ 

* This diffioriary iV, frobabfc fAqeadjy pvWtfbfd 1 the 'frit 
filer of it ', is Abbé Morellet, a, gentleman deservedly cele* 
brated for Ut profound knowledge of commerce, and ptfr 
lilies. K. 
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which they never*' were inclined to treat of 

at alii-' ,; •"'• . ; x '' ' 

The commerce of the modern* Cas we have 
already obferved) is not -cftaMHhed either to 
ftvdur ' the eorhrndnication: of «ommodidet, 
«r to ftcifitate their exchange } k hatK Iprong 
from avarice-, it- hath arifen amidnVflté'ftiry 
of war, and the bitrernefs of nàfiôhal lîatred j 
it hath taken for its principle, à rpftk of ex- 
<tlufion, and domination ; and it hath but too 
ftceriuoofly maintained k, hv our days.- Prima 
■vuMUbts. We miiftunderftarid thi^difcaft 
in ■*&&& tocore Hi wernuft difcoVer the ori- 
gin of it, and tedoobie bur efforts to : torn to 
the advantage of reafoh, this work of Our 
pâfflèns. It is a great point that gokf, and 
tflvefare fallen into dïfcredit j or, to explain 
myfeîf more dearly, that mines, and the 
feeble commerce which they produce, are 
jpftjftafcd according jojtheirjuft value. But, 
if fome of the Engiift, (1 know too well that 
Jpirit of ambition, and covtteoufnefi wbiebjtin 
reigns within, this na4.Q*h t0 mention, the Eng* 
kfr m general,) if fem» of -the Englilh the» 
defpife the mines, of Brafil, and Peru, they 
ftill feel a terrible inclination for thofe galleons, 
the. capture of which brings.» real fortune to 

private 
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private indîridvrals, and prefects die public 
with a phantom .of tranficnt a^uence. ♦ . . . 
. . . . Aurl facrs&mesl \ • .'i ... Ah ! with* 
OQt purftnng thefe dangerous acquifitions, 
let them... divide their commons, let them 
affimikte .their vaft heaths, with the rich 
countries t)f. Kent, % and of Yorkshire. Here, 
frctteirympft-fcrtHexnincsj here, are their 
Pptafi, thçir Ecru, ami the real fources pf 
their riches.^ 

I frafy atfrfafs jnyfelf to the Englifli, as 
they jkc the moft infefted with the r*ge of 
aggrandizement, and exclufion. The French, 
have, for &me time paft, apparently adopt<4 
more rn&fatyt principles. But I ihaS» 
with equal freedom, apply fo all nations: 
Deceive year/elves no longer, by judging of your 
power, or y mar bappinefs, from illuminated 
maps. Be particularly careful left yen conclude 
tmengfk yêurfehes tbofe treaties of commerce* 
wbic&orUyfollùw treaties of peace, in order h 
U a • do 

■ •*• 'i iinr» ' ii ■■■ ■ ** i ■ 

ft) Although feveral commons have been inclofed 

and cultivated in, England, there are many ftilltieg* 
Jetted» . frrh * divifion not hawing been made». a& the 
French imagine, in çpnfequence #f a general a&, of 
parliament, but in compliance with petitions from dif- 
ferent counties for the inclofure of fome of the» waftes, 
the which petitions paflèd into private bills. 
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d$roy t them, -kké. xbofe: worm* which, flicking 
tp.&t. European:. Jblps vn their rettqm from 
Andcrita^ eat . into. ih tir \ fides. -\0r,Vi/ .you 
JhpvM'Àt pbUgeÀi+mtàlfn»* reciprocal arrange» 
mntu ht libertyàejheir iaJh^Hhalhibe na* 
fhfa -M: treated ,3oiik:le$bd jnjjiïa. Be lefs 
çwfàs to.ftokmeL peak* by t shtos r tbo» riches 
byptact* jfo'torçr& ijjf tbtfc idle stfexvations of 
rjgkfs.and preference: ; ftipulçte onfy for liberty ; 
under her aufpices every advantage. imHifpring 
*p>,'aU will fe profperitj% and 9 each nation 
bfiving i a great, quantity \cf prvauSHom, and 
ftthtig. the want'af.ir. great variety of other 
ptodRSwns*. commerce: tnuft be eftabtifbed-, for 
(he future, filefy tn'tbegMerali^tfdtti'. • <. 
: We havte expreffifd our wifhes -, let us ***>* 
declare our hopes. t vThey will always be de- 
rived from the^ pfôgrefs of hutnan reafon; 
feltf as political fttftptoconfidertblfc accelerate, 
pi; .retard this progrefs, which is naturally 
&ow\anji tipid,v We (hall obferyfc that *he laft 
jarçr, or rather the : peape which followed it, 
muft have fuch an influence over future times, 
tbatrour pofterity will,, probably, çonfider it 
as: the epoch of an. interesting revolution. 
Eyfery peace, which leaves things in the 
fame fituation, in which they flood before the 

war, 
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«at, IhotiW fmly bc/çgardddwatmcçi/ocl 
fufpenfion of arms. , The realbn jof it isytx% 
plain.- Each nation bad an ôlye&i;thi$ objteft 
9 became ûill more important oq account of; the 
efforts which it excited. rTJiey<vy<bre ft ill ifto^ft 
attached tQ it., Inftru&ed by thf event» they 
conclude therafelyes fure of taking more fuc- 
çefsful- meafutreji, their ^ifpofitions, fchea, 
are the fame, and; the fire remains conceded 
under the '.embers. Such; #a$;» the peaces of 
$ix la Chapelle. The Engli(lv having taken 
rifle» Royale* and the French ha viqg taken 
Madras, -the .Ijrft were , concerned, becaufe 
th,ey did pot conquer all Canada-, and ; the 
Jaft jvere yexcfï» becaufe they. ,had not .dé? 
ftroyed the Englijfh fettleipent^on the-çoafts 
of Içdia. T A jprmida^lc. Army v encouragçd 
\>y the prçfepce.cif tfieiç t fcing, and \ed on by 
*n excellent general,, employed; four cam- 
paigns in tffcitfg fome jtqftffs.r in Flandejk 
They ;fl We^^themfelvcs^^.Londoq, tha£ 
at another time, with abler generals, more 
unanimity, and more vi gilance, F landers might 
bc : bettf/ defended, whilft. other cpnquçfts 
might mpr/e ealily have pnacwrcd the rctti- 
wtibh MftPwhat f 'Hadi theref-, - fl %eeri loft. On 
thé ôthéï^anàj the JFjWc^*W6mma.te : îh 

U 3 .,.:. .1^1 
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Italy, were cofcftandy foggefting,' that if k 
had not been' for their checks- *t Ffaif&nce, 
ana Aftay they might eafily have given laws 
to that country* Mirtds. weflë ($Uf ii* a ftate 
ôf fermentation. On the firft pretention* for* 
« rapture, tfafcft party having 'it» projedb» 
and* plat» of aggrandizement ready, the pfô- 
fecution of their contentions was taken u£ 
exa£fcly where they had left it. 

It was nor fd, at the conclufion of the ptfaeé 
in 1762 ; the confiderable lofles which we had 
fuftaîned in oar colonies warned ws, for the firft 
ttmc,(m) to dhtft our attention towards that 
quarter -, whflft- ah unfortunate experience 
taught us to embrace the fureft precautions 
againft the rekindling of a war, the fuccefs 
bf which m oft be uncertain, 1 and' the difeftert 
of which mud be irréparable. On the other 
hand, the danger^! prefent which we have 
made the EngliCh feems to have doubly re* 
moved all pteteïts for a"*uptttre, by defray- 
ing 



' (m) I fay for the firfr time, becttfe it is Very certain 
that, in tftereig* of lewis the &ittee0Ck} the fecri- 
flees made at the peace of Utrecht were *or : çoofidered * 
at realloffe* The.eftaUUhment of Philip the fifth 
was, then, imagined to have been a more than fufficknt 
indemnification. 
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iog every comeftatieft relative to Utaits, add 
by infpirifïg the Anwricaijs with a dangerous 
confidence* which conduit* them, by little 
and Utile, toward» independence» 

Seteral perfons* impatient fbr the refait» 
will» perhaps fuppof* that a civil war is on 
the point of breaking out between the Eng- 
lifli colonics, and the Mother-country i and 
even within the colonies. I, ^n the contrary, 
perceive a clofe union amongft theiftfelves, 
long difputes with the Mother-country, per» 
petual fhifts, meafurcs refolvcd on and dit 
carded, palliatives» and half conciliations 
which will preferve the name* yet fiiffer 
things to change, fo that thefe colonies may 
continue toflourifh by their agriculture, by 
their commerce, and particularly by their 
contraband trade, whilft they will be more 
detrimental to the Mother-country, and in- 
stead of augmenting, balance her. power: 
all which circumftances intimate rather a con- 
tentious peace, than a decifive war. As to 
Afia, if I coniult our ill fuccefs, there, as a 
great misfortune now paft, 1 cannot avoid 
regarding the demolition of our ramparts at 
Pondicherry, the extindion of our ancient 
pretentions in India, and, above all, the abo- 
il 4 lition 
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lition of thé privileges of the EafcfndU com- 
pany, as a great advantage not only for the 
prefent; but- likely to continue fain the fu- 
ture. The Englifh, become the farmere-ge- 
neralof the Mogul y o*of his Nabobs have, 
indeed, enriched themfelves, on thii ticcafr- 
on *, but if matters ftiould preferve the fame 
footing on which they jfeft at prefent, this 
fortune can never be looked upon as belong- 
kig to commerce, or even as conne&ed with 
the colonies; it will never beany thing more 
than a precarious eftablifliment-, fubjeâ ta 
the habitual revolutions of Indoftan, and éx- 
pofed to the firft invâfion of the Morattoes, 
or the enterprises of fome other Thomas 
Kouli Kan. If, on the contrary, the Eng- 
lilh, ; by dint of men, battles, and expences, 
hereto acquire a real property in this coun- 
try, there could then be no doubt but they 
muft reduce Imjia, and even the grçater part 
of Afia -, but this eftablilhment muft enter 
Into the chfe of the American colonies ; with 
this difference alfo, that, there, authority 
would be fo much the more defpifcd, as the 
inhabitants would be farther removed from 
it, and as they would dwell within a country 
affording every kind of produ&ion. In alt 

this, 
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this^I perceive nothing Vjhich 1 ought to alarm- 
either France, or Spain/ The Dutch, per^ 
haps* may take fome urrtbrage at it; but they- 
poflefs iQ^rab which are difficult of decefv 
and fortreflea in a flate of defence * arid; aitt* 
all» what probability is there that the Eflg-> 
lifli, about to plunder Alia, fhould exhauft 
their forces in an attack again ft Batavia ?(») 
In treating of the political fituation of the 
kingdoms of France and England, we pre* 
fume that we have investigated the real fources 
of the war : for Germany cannot wage war, 
x for any length of time, without the aid of 
thefe two powers* If, however, we were to 
pafs our private opinion, of this part of Eu- 
rope, we fhould obferve that the Auftrian, 
and PruJEan troops perform their exercife too 
well, to give us any room to imagine that 
war is on the point of breaking out between 
them. Two awkwark fencers take up the 

foils, 

(v) Well may the Englilh profper in the Eaft-Indies ; 
it muft always be at an exceffive coft that they can keep 
on foot ten thoufand European troops : it is true chat 
they are fuflicient to conquer India, but were they to 
lofe only three, or four thoufand men, in a war againfl 
the Dutch,' they would run therifejue of feeing Bengal 
arid all their poffefiionç op the çoaii taken from them. 
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foils, and lynge againft each other* at a 
venture*, Two mafttr» of the art. replace 
'them* they meafure.each other with their 
cyea; they touch each Other; the/ threaten 
each other * but wait a long tittle before 
they engage. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. DC 



The conferences of war ; the wounds of hu- 
manity fiill remaining to be clofed. The ad» 
vantages* and dijadvantages refulting from 
the frefent Jituation of fome fates. 



A. 



tS the rcfle&ions which we have mode in 
the preceding chapters, have induced us to 
prefume that wars will be hereafter lets long, 
and k& expenfive, it now remains that we 
fhoukl enquire whether, as matters fall out, 
we have not too, dearly bought a repofe, for 
which we are indebted only to our exhaufted 
fituation; and whether we have not bartered 
away fome tranfient calamities, lor long of- 
ferings. We enjoy tranquility, but we are 

poor* 



poor * and is not this apparent eafe on which 
.we congratulate ourfelves, çwing to a con- 
tinual effort which affimilates the date of 
peace, even jriih-fhr.ftafr rif. war? invafinns 
ând conqœfts" are no longer r "drB0c3rTffit 
this reliance is grounded only on our nu- 
merous fortrefîès, and our irtimenfe armies ; 
dear enfurancers of treaties ! . and whilft we 
load ourfelves with thele enormous expences, 
we ftill bear the whole weight of debts which 
havç been contracted by ojur fathers.. t _ 

Yet a frefh war hatn. anfen ^ithin the 
bofompf the ftatés .s tins, w^bore'ruiiious 
thari- bloody,' iporè trjpùÈlêfon^* tfiah testify- 
ing, is kindîéd throughout tfie nation» between 
the people, and the government, or rather 
between the contributor, and the exa&pr. 
New armies hav^rhéeaTwfed; ia ordertalie 
cpnftandy . : in: tftton, -. : wthdut -ever jentf rtnjg 
into wiater quarfedfc ;,àt)d whiHl;oar»:bati 
talions, aftçr having! gOne through thé éafy 
performance of their etorfcife* ace. at .'peace 
in, the midft of the different cities,- where; 
frequently they eyeft 'afi&'ttade* jsmdMp 
indultry, the brigad^s-^f.thfe. farmer general 
always keep open- tfhe sattipaign,-j<Qoctfpy 
polls,, cftahlifh patrols?, aad fend; Cut detach* 

ments. 
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ments. This is hot ill) r'a! want bf- wnêur* 
rente between > the aidons, and their fove- 
reigoUuth çumoi the levy of the fubfidies, 
at eiwihoipent^'inbkftûckîog robberies, <and 
AtianbkJacr mioaient; iritolpw pilfering*. The 
preference was giveatdîtbbrmûde of coticâr 
ing the tajics^às.k apppoctd likely tot>e at- 
tended wiA fewer ôb^aÊfcs, and jkrfs diffi- 
culty: ; oteétw :e^uiilj8; deftrwdivey ahd ta* 
*WYgg»BfilyiVe f b*<în fitoœffiïely ^.-feçwwfcdrtb; 
Jl>fl moftj/iufeful îQnîdoj«tiçnt9. haae: boeri 
çjiangçd i.ii^ ^ad v the 

»il«ftfi&»9^ioiW intQ:*oW«ra^te ^^! ,Qito 
.wwl^>h43«i WftgiHçd f rf^ftt; the minifttrs, And 
«H? fc|iii?^i\a;had r revived; t£c ancient laws x>f 
iSpaifÇar. iftech CpiwttcnaaqsfL theft, ^prpvided 
ihat^it was. file y.çrly c6non*itt£d. The powkf, 
unQppofing, ; and defcncclef«, were: finfcmg 
fceneath ; tbfc , lp*ds ip£ ItopoJUion, whHft ex^ 
pmptîpï^^.to ,thcti rifb ftill redoutyedlthfc 
swghfeof 'thefe fevcri{Wf>'< Then, oppreffion 
bjccarneafyfteinj; for : <he more, ruinoué; the 
tax : wasi ^$ ; ;a higher rate frejee the mcânsof 
efcapfflgjfrqn) iç» difpfcfcd tf*...* ......; ... 

gpt lej 4*s J**ftçn. to draW-the curtain over this 
fatal piftyre, which we fhould not x here, 
|iave painted with fuch lively colours, if we 

had 
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had not: been dcfiroUi, <>£ <ottvkicing -our 
«aders, that noohjeâioafliaU be ncglefibcd 
Let td natber enter intola àtore particular de* 
tail, nor refufc to unibid^ the fequei of our 
ideas, .even although thefe idtas ihouid : ftitt 
involve à» in (bmedifcaflions, 

Let us 6rft àllow^ « make thc<piefljpa 
yetptoiirier* «hartfte fd&ure which we have 
juft exhibited^ can fcaoiely be referred t<*any 
kingdom* bue France; i fin fafty' howfoever 
itmnenfe the debt* of England and Holland 
may Jd^ the arrears ai* eafily paid !off, la 
Holland,' nearly all the public revenue is 
raifedonconfumptionk, thejnethod'<jff eofr» 
feftiag the levies is plain and eafy, whilft the 
adivity ]of commence and the -affiûeiiéé of 
ftraagqrtiefien the weight of them. • In Eng- 
land^ .the duties are vaft, and multiplied : 
yet, they may be «fbrred to &tte principal 
duties^ namely, the Land-Tax, the Cuftdms, 
and the; JSxcife; • Now, as the land-tax is ge- 
nerally affeffed according te an aneièftt for- 
vey, it is ascended with double die advantage 
of being confiant and uniform, and of har* 
ing acquired, by the lapfe of time, the merit 
of proportion* For almoft every eftatp hav- 
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ing changed its poOefibr, fince that period* 
the iftequàtiry in the divfion of this tax hath 
bemcerupenfated by falesrand purchafest 
and thug iti is that every furvey muft prove 
ufefui; m içfctf, and foon become jvft and 
proportion^ But wis, in France, are much 
too wife to undertake fo rude a piece ef bo» 
finefs, and/fliall pafs away, another century in 
neafimpg.ilaftd*, and weighing (heaves, be» 
foe we Retirer ourfcJvep from our afbitrary 
takes. , The duties of the çuflows are confr- 
dwable ib England 5 bue«hey are chiefly col* 
kâod «m the diftant frontiers and when you 
have pa^edoche duties either at Portfmouth, 
or at .Edinburgh, you way travel *U over 
Great ~ Britain, without any other permit I 
muft conftfc that theExdfe, which introduces 
fuch vififcfrs into private houfes, and* dffia* 
Miftes a kirtd of dortieftfc inquifitiort, hàth 
conftajjtly appeared tome in the mod odious 
light* fer, at the fame 1 time, I grant that I 
have no where feeivthe cÂcâs of all this an- 
fwer my coajeftures. It is introduced in 
Flanders, Germany, Holland, and England; 
but, in ercxy one of $hefe countries, doth 
not occ^fiQji any complaints, murmurs, or 

fuits. 
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$h*,(*) ; The EngWÏI pajr a Wiwkw-Tas* 
*&d;wcnc the pomes; of eloquence to- be em- 
ployed in rthfe fenwbô of dtfcontenfr I know» 
howrjfiftc a: field fop. exclamation is, opened to 
them>hyf&la.Wy *h'rck;extoma priw fur aie 
ibdrlight-, .yciv after $,/ tfe& dufcjr< is equal, 
and ïortifbrm. ;ià;icolleâion cannot, t'Htber 
through .avarice. jor^wra ofif y ^Jièdkon .up ai 
RMhy> window* to your houfo'.aa! hqrpieâfes $ 
^diiMfide« > \thefeimço6£tem harji beeivcon- 
tënttd -Jto, raad apprôyétb of, by »tJse people; 
Ih>a vtfonfc I fhall noticçvlple to dfe<dàrc> that 
ibpi Enfelifl*. ^nay,i;iodfccd,: fuf&fc by «>theuf 
Jtf3a^i»fld;the uoçqyaldîMbutbb^Éxjcte»; 
bu**htty do, not l^j^ui^ under, thfc «eight of 
«ax«i:«jbey.arp, i^;unfor,tùnaçeiMiiSlcc«iôt 
of thnc debts and their texprapei *'» It4anot fe 
' with the French* «khflfçhr thje dtt&i/weMld 
OKrll^'i^fviefi; qflftthsm, wm*; «h«y ^flore 
equitably divided* urButi here, fhcI.gcOund 
and expediency, of; the tax difappotr# under 
tfcofe hideous forms in which they ate grayed, 
arid [ the contribution of fubje6fcsy lawful . in 
: \.:r . . ' * ;' itfclf, 



(o) The Artois, which is qnder the moft e*cellen£ 
adminillration, that we have in France, is fubjeel to an 
excife ; and yet there arc no complaints. 
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kfelf, is incumbered with every odious cir- 
cumftance which can attend the manner of 
gathering it. 

In order perfe&ly to underftand the in- 
trinfic ftate of the kingdom of France, we 
muft feparate two things, which moft opi- 
nions have but too often united i and thefe 
are, the national debt, in itfelf, and the 
means which are taken to pay off the arrears 
of it: But .this is a matter which mull be 
confidered apart, and which (hall compofe 
the fubjeét of the next chapter. It will, in 
this place, be fufficient to obferve, that there 
are feveral provinces of France which have 
efcaped thefe troubles: and they are the pro- 
vinces which have been fo fortunate as to 
have been governed by ftates 5 even amongft 
others, we may perceive a wife adminiftration, 
daily fupporting them againft the vices of 
the legiflation; the enlightened precaution 
of intendants warding off arbitrary griev- 
ances ; and particular furveys, and exadfc 
numerations operating as remedies againft the 
diforders of impofition. If pecuniary edifts 
have clogged our commerce, and fettered 
our induftry, a vigilant minifter now, and 
then, breaks thefe chains, difpenfes with fome 

Vol. II. X im- 
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improper regulations* modifies thofe laws 
which it would be difficult to abolilh, and, 
thus, relieves the patient whom he cannot 
cure.(p) One may even venture to affirm, 
that a certain eafe, a kind of profperity ap- 
pears within the kingdom j but it hath noc 
yet gained its level ; it hath not reached the 
mod ufeful clafies, the lower people, the cul- 
tivators. All, therefore, is not fo bad as 
may be, at firft, imagined ; but all is far, 
much too far from being well; and whether 
the burden be increafed, or diminished, the 
refult will continually be, that the French 
are, of all people thofe who fuffer the moft 
from iihpofitions. The point to be enquired 
into, is, by what advantages thefe incon- 
veniencies have been compenfated. I {hall 

mention 

(p) Mr. dc Trudaine was the firft who gave freedom 
to commerce. * Until his time, it was a galley-flave 
chained to the oar. It is now fuch; at liberty to go to, 
and fro, yet wears about its foot the ring, which» whilft 
it impedes its progrefs, denotes its fervitude. Mr. de 
Trudaine did not, at his death, leave liberty without 
a defender. What be thought of, his fon hath dared to 
execute. It is to him that commerce owes its deareft 
liberty ; the liberty of exporting corn. It is a title ac- 
quired in contradiction to the opinion of the prefent 
age ; and it will be gratefully acknowledged by the 
ages to come. 
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mention but two advantages, and thefe arc 
interefting indeed j they may be cxprefied ia 
few words : lefs of war, and left of defc 
potifm. 

Lefs pf war : becaufe if the ambition of 
ihe nobility, of fomc minifters,. of forac 
courtiers fhouW> at times, be inclined to re-» 
kindle it, the date of the finances comet* aft 
once, to lay itfelf open, and (lops them ihork 
The difficulty of paffing new edids, of railing 
frefli fubfidies ; the fear of difturbtng by 
murmura, or by reforms, thé pleafures of a 
fptendid, and oftentatious court ; the inex- 
tricable labyrinth in which the miniftry fiqcj 
themfelves engaged \ the advantages given *q 
certain bodies ready at feistag on all occafion^ 
of refiftance, and every mean of preferving 
popularity -, all thefe obftacles are as fo many 
(hields for the people, as fo many barrier^ 
which (lop the firft fally of a nation more enr. 
terprifing, than prudent. 

Lefs of defpotifm : becaufe in all the coun- 
tries of the world, the wants of their ex- 
chequer are the trued tutors of kings. The 
moft abfolute monarchs muft, in the end, 
confefs that their authority which renders 
them the mailers pf individuals, is an ufelefs 
X 2 power, 
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power, to whith they cannot be fond of 
having recourfe, and which is only made fub- 
fervient to the private interefts of the mi- 
nifters ; they muft confefs, I fay, that this 
authority, powerful when exerted againft par- 
ticular individuals, is inefficacious, when 
turned againft fortunes. A man who hath 
offended by unbecoming indifcretions, may 
be imprifoned ; but it is not ufual to com- 
mit to the Bajtilk, either fovereign courts, or 
the ftates of a province, or proprietors who 
declare that it is impoffible for them to pay 
anything. Befides, it frequently happens, 
that preffing neceflities give rife to fome re- 
fpedtful concédions. Bodies continually on 
the watch, keep an exaét regifter of the moft 
trifling fteps which may have been taken to 
gain them \ and foon a feries of well-bred 
compliances is difcovered to have eftablifhed 
a right ; for, as we have obferved in a former 
part of this work, what are the laws of roan- 
kind but example and cuftom ? 

Let no bad conftru&ion be put on thefc 
reflections. I am fenfible of the confidence 
which the French nation ought to place in 
the character, and in the heart of the fove- 
reign who governs them. I know how much 

. they 
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they have to expeft from the conduft of the 
two miniftersjfjj to whom their prince hath, 
for fome time paft, entrufted the departments 
of war, and of peace. In this place, it i$ 
not caprice, it is efteem which prevents me 
from launching out into their praife j but a 
philofopher writes for every age, and for 
every country. The fame kingdom which 
weeps over the memory of Henry the fourth, 
detefts the name of Lewis the eleventh. The 
X 3 light, 



(q) It may not be improper to acquaint the reader, 
that the minifters alluded to, are the duke de Choifeul, 
and the duke de Praflin. The Chevalier de Chatellur 
had finished his work, and fent it into Holland, in 
order to have it printed, fome time before thefe noble- 
men loft their places. The events, which, for the laft 
two years, have fo difturbed, and afflitted France, were 
not even thought of, during the adminiftration, from 
which my illuftrious friend faw fo much to hope, and 
fo little to fear. It is needlefs to expatiate on the mea- 
fures, which have been iincé purfued in that kingdom. 
Indignation, pity, and applaufe are all excited in every 
reference to the mercilefs oppreffions, and unihaken 
patriotifm which have at once difgraced, and exalted 
France. In the elegant letter, written by the duke de 
Choifeul to his mifguided mailer, he modeftly declared 
that he Jhouid occupy him/elfin his retreat, in fraying that 
hisfuccejfor might unite more talents, with as much zeal. 
By- fome dreadful fatality, the prayer feems to havQ 
been every way reverfed. K. 
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Fight, and fuperficial mind perceives only the 
prefents but refle&ion takes in the pafttime, 
and the rime to come. Obferve the veflbl 
on the lea: the mariners are bufied on the 
decks ; they mount upon the yards, unfurl 
the fails, and fet the tackling in its proper 
place ; all appears in motion ; thé officer 
commands, the inferior obeys j the pilot alone 
feems idle 5 yet it is He who fteers the (hip, 
obferves *her courfe, and takes her bearings. 
States, and focietids tend all towards one 
pointr /But, is their motion flow, or rapid, 
dlredtj or oblique, progreffive, or retrograde ? 
thefe queftkms are, in my opinion, of much 
more confequence than difputes concerning 
plays and operas. And although fome ill— 
difpofed minds were to take offence at it, I 
dare advance that they might lend attention 
to him who difcufles thefe queftions, par- 
ticularly, if his manner of writing be neither, 
fyflematical, nor romantic. 

The welfare of the people is fo facred a 
point, that it cannot be rendered too fecure. 
We may make great allowances for the ver- 
mes of mankind, yet let us treat with their 
interefts. It muft be owing to the exertions 
of more than human vertues, were fovereigns, 

who 
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who might be, all, pofieffed of confiderable 
revenues, and even <>f;fav}iig funds, not to 
endeavour u the extenfion of their power 
and dominion. Should there be, at Jbjne 
particular period, princes without pride, and 
without ambition, they muft be (tonfidercd 
as prefents which nature but feldom make», 
and which (he doth not confer on all nations, 
at the fame time. Now, if war were not 
become fa difficult, and fo expcnfive, # two, 
or three ambitious princes might be able to 
difturb all Europe. Flattery hath praifcd 
fovereigns too extravagantly ; malignity hath 
condemned them too feverety. Who, amongft 
us» can tell how he would have afted on fe- 
veral occafions, could he have executed what- 
foever he might have defired to execute? 
have we always proceeded with the fame dis- 
cretion? have we always loved our fellow 
creatures ? have we always contended againft 
our. paflions ? hath, even the beft of kings 
been conftantly the fame, during every in- 
ftant of his life ? Titus was irreproachable; 
but Titus reigned only two years. Princes, 
like other men, are in fubjedion to the courfe „ 
of nature. More prefumptuous, more ar- 
dent in their * youth, more ambitious, more 
X 4 obftinate 
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obftinate in their maturity, more jealous in 
their age, they are the arbiters of mankind, 
and the Haves of nature, and the times. Let 
us, therefore, for the fake of our fuperiors, 
for the fake of our kings, for our own fakes, 
never wifh that it may be eafy to perpetrate 
what is ill. 

. Enough hath been advanced concerning 
thefe truths ; to good minds they have been 
fufficiently explained j to bafe, and corrupted 
minds it might be dangerous to unfold them 
more openly. It would be even time to leave 
the reader to his own reflections, were we not 
in hopes of ftill engaging him to extend them, 
by affording him an infîght into a very im- 
portant objedt, and fo liable to be daily dit- 
cuffed, that whofoever is defirous of in- 
creafing his ideas concerning the lot of hu- 
manity; may expeét to find this difpute foon 
reduced to one fingle point. This capital 
point is the national debt. It is the cuftomary 
topic at councils, within the circle of mi- 
nifters, and ^mongft the people. On this 
fubjeét, numerous works have been written ; 
numerous fyftems have been propofed, and 
feveral of thefe fyftems have been carried 
into execution. Different governments have 

adopted 
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adopted different principles. Even experi- 
ence hath had time to enlighten us ; and yet 
we dare prefume that if the reader fhould, 
for a moment, favour us with his attention, 
he will perceive that this fubjeft ftill fuggefts 
feveral new idea$, which require explanation, 
and brings forward feveral old ideas, which 
(hould be re&ified, . . 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. X. 



On the National Debt. 



AT is almoft a century fince France, Eng- 
land, and Holland, having obftinately per- 
fevered in the profecution of expenfive wars, 
they who governed thefe nations felt them- 
felves obliged to borrow confiderable fupplies. 
I mention thofe who governed thefe nations, 
becaufe if the nations themfelves had dif- 
cufied their true interefts, jhey could have 
found rto reafon for contra&ing debts. In 
faéfc, as they were in po/Teffion of nearly all 
the riches of Europe, they played, at the 
fame time, the parts of lenders, and bor- 
rowers, fo that all this motion of money was 

but 
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but an inteftine motion. It might, there- 
fore, have been eafy for them to have im- 
pofed upon themfelves a contribution ade- 
quate to the fums which they raifed only by 
borrowing. ' Bur, on the one hand, William 
the third would have experienced too great 
a difficulty in perfuading the Englifti, and 
particularly the Tories, to facrifice the greater 
part of their fortune, in order to pull down 
Lewis the Fourteenth ; and, on the other 
hand, Lewis the Fourteenth, all abfolute as 
he was, could never have arbitrarily difpofed 
of the eftates of his fubjeds, to carry on 
thofe wars, in which his ambition alone had 
involved him. As to the Dutch, although 
a particular vengeance, and a more immedi- 
ate intereft had animated them, it was itill 
no eafy matter to obtain from them confider- 
able fubfidies. The rich commercial men f 
who formed the greater part of the republic, 
faw with too much regret the fruits of a long, 
and painful induftry devoured by Germans 
and Spaniards. We even read in the négo- 
ciations of the count d'Avaux/rJ that the 

province 

(r) The letters, and négociations of count d'Avaux 
relate to the peace of Nimeguen, at the conclu fion of 

• which, 
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province of Holland,, during a long time, 
oppofcd the war, and were more inclined tp 
France, whom they feared only as a danger- 
ous neighbour, than to the prince of Orange, 
whom they dreaded as an ambitious matter. 
Thefe embarrafiing fituations obliged fhe go- 
vernment to take the mildeft çneafures; it was 
neceflary to prevent the people from feeling 
the load which was caft upon them : the af- 
fiftance of pofterity (if I may fo call it) was 
demanded 5 pofterity was burdened with all 

that 

which, this nobleman adlèd, and with great addrefs, 
as plenipotentiary. On his entrance into public bufi- 
nefs, he was a counfellor of parliament, then mailer 
of the requefls, and, at length, embaflador to the re- 
public of Venice. He was, alfo, fucceffively employ- 
ed at the courts of Holland, England, , and Sweden» 
To the family d'Avaux, the ftate of France is indebted 
for fome very excellent fervents. The uncles of the 
count held important pofts, with great reputation. 
Henry, in conjunction with Marfhal de Biron, negoci- 
ated the peace of 1570. Although their conduct, on 
this occafion, appeared equally politic, and irreproach- 
able, yet, as the Spaniards foon broke this peace, the 
wits of the time beflowed on it an appellation defigned 
to ridicule whilft it prefqrved the memory of thofe who 
made it. De Biron was lame ; the country feat of 
d'Avaux was called Malaflife. Hence, arofe a pun, 
which, in that age, muft have been highly relifticd* 
either in France, or in England. . . , "CV/wV h fai$ 
boiteufe^ et mal ajfizf" K.. 
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that weight, from which it was wifhed that 
the prefent generation might be exempted. 
The method of borrowing, thçrefore, pro- 
ceeded from the weaknefs of the govern- 
ment, or from a certain regard for properties, 
which will be always neceflary whenfoever 
wars may not be undertaken either to defend 
a native country, or to avenge thofe cruel in- 
fults, which, raifing a general outcry, pre- 
cipitate the people into a war.fjj 

No one can doubt that ufekfs wars carried 
on at a great expence muft prove deftnp&ive. 
Every nation, therefore, which borrows in 
order to wage war, is labouring to its own 
ruin. But in what manner doth this ruin 
operate ? are the fums borrowed burdenfome 

only 

(s) Daring the league of Cambray, the republic of 
Venice was not obliged to have recourfe to borrowing, 
although engaged in defending herfelf againft fo many 
united powers. Every one fubmitted to a kind of tax 
on conveniences, and contributed according to his means. 
This was becaufe the danger was real, and prefling; it 
was becaufe the Venetians loved their* government ; and 
becaufe each citizen would have facrificed his all to 
jprefcrve it. In the fame manner, the Dutch, in 1672, 
did not borrow in order to bring their armies into the 
field. They hajd no recourfe to this fcheme, until other 
' mterefts had been exerted, and until the war became 
obftinate, and un fer vice able.. 
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only as reprefenting an exceffive expence ? or, 
arc they of themfelves pernicious, as per- 
petuating the charges of the ftate ? to exa- 
mine this point thoroughly, we muft recur 
to thofe principles, which we have already 
eftabliftied, in our fécond chapter. Let us 
remember that all riches, all property, all 
contribution mud be eftimated as labour^ 
We have fuppofed (Chapter 2. SeSio» 1.) that 
each individual was obliged to divide his time 
between all the works neceffary to his fub- 
fiftance; weobferved that, in {his 'cafe, all 
contribution was to be confidered as the 
faving which each individual might be able 
to make from his labour, and which ought 
to be meafured by that labour of which every 
man is ftill capable, after having provided 
againft his own wants. The inequality of 
fortunes makes no alterations in this theory, 
which puts all rich particulars on the fame 
level with fovefeigns, or the ftate * that is, it 
allows for a certain number of men who do 
not labour at all, and who have a right to 
make others labour, I fay a right, becaufc 
he who hath a property in fund, acquires a 
real right to the labour of him, who hath 
none. Now, every rich proprietor can have 

na 
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no pretenfions but to the over-plus of labour, 
of which the individual whom he employs 
catr difpofe, after having provided for his 
own fubfiftance. It is thus, that a farmer, 
having fixtjr Ihcaves, cannot cake away fe- 
venteen bulhcls, until the thrafher of the 
barn (ball have withdrawn one for himfelf, 
A rich man, a great man, is a man who hath 
a right to the labour which a large number 
of individuals can difpofe of: he is a man 
who hath employed an hundred cultivators, 
the which, having put by three hundred 
fitters of cortv for their fubfiftance, fupplied 
him with three thoufand fitters* which he 
hath expended in maintaining tailors, cooks, 
fiihers, hunters, &c. The real inequality of 
fortune lies between thole who labour, and 
thofe who make others labour : it is to be 
found, alio, between thole who are obliged 
to labour much, and thofe who procure 
their fubfiftance at a fmall coft : diftinâions 
which depend on local circumftances, on in- 
dustry, and even on talents : to eftimate thefe, 
is difficult* 

Be this as it may, let us admit the princi- 
ples, and fuppofe a war to break out between 
two nations. The people of each party* and 

their 
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ther reprefentatives might reafon thus : Mat* 
ter s are fo circumftanced, that a [matt number 
amongji us, nearly a thirteenth part, is fuffi- 
dent to maintain all the reft. The other twelve 
thirteenth parts have fcarcely any means of ac- 
quiring their Jhare of this fubfiftance, but by 
offering obyefts of exchange* by inciting the de- 
fires of the cultivator and the proprietor* The 
expences \f this clafs, therefore, maintain the 
other clafs, it doth not fignify which : one very 
true, and very important confideration is, that 
in the prefentftate of things, in order that every 
one may fubfift, it is requifite that there fbould 
always be the fame quantity of expences. Now 
this is what will happen during the war ; for if 
we go to difpoje of part of this fubfiftance, it is 
alfo to diffufe it f and whereas you were ac- 
cuftomed to give it to men who embroidered your, 
clothes, who wainfcotted your apartments, and 
who amufedyou, by their talents, we jhall di- 
ftribute it amongft men who will guard our 
frontiers., who will fortify our towns, who will 
make our arms, &V . Be then extremely eafy : 
the fame quantity of expences will always exift, 
the fante four ces of labour will be open', thus, 
all thofe who will no longer find work in their 
profej/ton, may meet with new employments in 

the 
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the different refources which are here offered to 
ftrengtb and induftry. 

I confcfs that after fuch an expofuion it 
•would be difficult to fuppofe that war was 
-ruinous to the people. War would, not- 
ftanding, be an evil : for clothes, furniture, 
and ornamented houfes give pjeafure to thofe 
who pay for them -, and war is an expence 
which doth not give pleafure to any one : 
but war would not deprive any perfon of the 
means of fubfiftance \ and were it to lad but 
a fliort time, the circulation of labour would 
foon fall into its former diredlion, whilft the 
nation may have expended a fum, and yet 
not be funk in debt. The cafe is quite other- 
wife. This pofleffion of a capital, this fa* 
culty of employing the labour of thofe whom 
we enable to fubfift, indifferently, on every 
thing which can prove agreeable to us, hath 
long fince received the name of property. 
We fhall no^ here, examine how the idea 
of property is formed : we fhall only obferve, 
that in general, and, particularly, in the 
prefent date of fociety, it hath been exceed- 
ingly ufeful to mankind. We are, therefore, 
very far from depreciating it* but we muft 
remark that luxury being but the ufe of pro- 
Vol. II. Y p ert y» 
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perty, is become property itfelf, or rather a 
kind of right ; fo that whenfoever it was re- 
quisite to relieve the neceflities of war, the 
removal of riches, by changing the obje&s 
of labour, was confidered as an attempt too 
dangerous to be ventured bn. Hence it hap- 
pened, that whflft there was a necefiity for 
employing à great nufnber of men in new 
profeffions, the rich preferred the privilege 
of purchàfing the labour of the people, in 
competition with the ftate. Luxury, mag- 
nificence, and pleafure have preferved the 
greater part of their agents, and the govern- 
ment, having been obliged to purchafe the 
labour of the lower people, at the expence 
of the lower people, this labour hath been 
thrown back as an additional load on the cul- 
tivators, and on all the artifans who concur 
with them, either in the produftion, or in 
the preparation of fubfiftance. Thus, nations 
have been cruftied, becaufe the burden which 
' fhould have been divided between all, hath 
been borne only by thofe clafies of citizens 
the moft ufeful to the ftate v Thus, war hath 
augmented the general labour, which is al- 
ready an evil -, and it hath augmented it in 
an unequal, and oppreffive manner, which is 

aflill 
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a ftill greater ev|L Perhaps, it may always 
have been difficult to prevent this inconveni? 
ewe; for it muft hue obCerved* that in every 
fgçiety,. whether indijftrious ? v or commercial, 
pach . individual hath fcarcely more than one 
wiy of iubfiftiflg, and thi? may be called his 
*«* few prpfçffiqn. Each bufinefs forms a 
clafs apart, a particular fociety within a ger 
nierai focipty, a ftate within the ftate. Now, 
men cannot eafily change their profeflïon; 
they are as caterpillars fixed Xo a leaf; Ihouii 
the tree wither, they muft die with it, It is 
fpr this rpafon, that during unfortunate wars, 
we frequently obferve twenty thoufand mar 
nufettursrs perilling with hunger, whilft 
twenty thouftnd fbldiers are needful to make 
up the cQ^pliwent of the armies, whilft tht 
^rfen^ls are empty, and the armaments lan- 
guid! for want of h^nds. Add to this, that 
the fight of property,, and the inequality of 
fortunes haying eftablifhed a great competi- 
tion between thole who demand fubfiftance 
as the price of their induftry, a competition 
by fa much -the greater on their part, as die 
want of fubfiftance is more preffing than the 
want of the enjoyments, and. amufcments of 
life, it hath happened that labour hath always 
Y 2 too 
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too nearly approached to a level with the 
ftrcngth and powers of the workman, fo 
that this laborious clafs of men have fcarcely 
any labour to difpofe of, nor can the ftate de- 
mand it from them, without ruining them. 
If we, alfô, confider the difproportion of re- 
fiftance, the patience of the poor, and the 
inclination which every minifter feels to pre- 
fer ready means to ufeful means, we may 
foon difcover how eafily wars bring down de- 
ftru&ion on dates which they ought only not 
to have weakened. 

Let us, now, examine how the fums bor- 
rowed leflen in a fmall degree this inconve- 
nience : 1 will fuppQfe that a ftate may have 
occafion for a quantity of labour reprefented 
by the fum of three hundred millions of 
livres, making, at ten-pence halfpenny per 
livre, thirteen millions, one hundred and 
twenty-five thoufand pounds, fterling: we 
havejuft obfervedthat fuch a fum cannot be 
levied folely from the rich, neither can the 
labour which it reprefents be exa&ed entirely 
from the agents of luxury, without attacking 
property, and without caufing the greateft 
convulfions, by fudden alterations in the 
means of fubfifting : endeavours are there- 
fore 
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fore ufed to afluage every crifis, by a mo- 
mentary impofition of a moderate labour, 
and by propofing to borrow a more confide- 
rable labour, according to arrangements en- 
tered into by little and little, and in confe- 
rence of mutual advantages. Every fum 
borrowed reprefents an expence. If a ftaté 
hatb borrowed three hundred millions of 
livres, or, thirteen milliops, one hundred and 
twenty-five thoufand pounds, fterling, it hath 
expended three hundred millions of livres, 
or, thirteen millions, one hundred and twen- 
ty-five thoufand pounds, fterling, in labour ; 
and if it hath fo well payed its agents, that 
the other clafTes may have flowed back, as it 
were, upon that clafs, the ^diforder cannot 
have been very great. The fame quantity 
of labour hath diftributed the fame quantity 
of fubfiftance ; all have lived. The evil then 
is much lefs confiderable, than if all the la- 
bour neceffary to the fupport of war had been 
rigoroufly exaéted, and unequally divided. . 
Now, let us fuppofe that, the war having been 
prolonged, the government felt themfelves 
obliged to multiply their refources ; and that, 
at length, the peace was not concluded, un- 
til they had borrowed a thoufand millions of 
Y 3 livres^ 
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livres, or, fbrty-threë millions, fevèn hun- 
dred and fifty thôufand pounds, fterling. 
Wc muft eftimate what, after this, xriay be 
the ftate of the nation : for it is then loaden 
with an arrear of fifty millions of livres, or* 
two millions, one hundred and eight- fe veil 
thoufand, five hundred pounds, fterling -, and 
it muft, confèquently, be requifite to aug- 
ment the annual contribution by fifty millions 
of livres, tir, two million's, one hundred and 
cighty-feven thoufand, five hundred pounds, 
fterling. • But if every impofition ought to 
reprefent a labour furnifhed by particulars to 
■the ftate, I now aflc if the quantity of this 
labour be augmented ; if, in faft, this con- 
tribution be not ideal ; and if, when the go- 
vernment receives with one hand, and re- 
turns with the other hand, the additional 
burden is more real than it is at Amfterdam, 
when the bank is perpetually fhifting from 
payments to receipts, and from receipts to 
payments. But it will be faid to me, Were 
the ftate to take a tenth part of the revenue of 
proprietors, would not this tenth part repre- 
fent the labour which fuch proprietors might 
have payed for with a certain quantity of 
fubfiftance, of which their mercenaries find 

them- 
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t hemjTelves deprived in their turn ? I anfwer, 
that in this hypothecs there is no real djmU 
nutiop, but only a removal of thç net .re- 
venue; that, were a thoufand proprietors to 
bave an hundred millions of livres, or, four 
millions, three hundred and feventy-five thou- 
fand pounds, fterling, of net revenge, bating 
a tenth part, a thousand other proprietors in 
poffeflion alfo/,of. contracts, reuft have, an 
hundred millions of net revenue, with thç 
addition cf a tenth part ; that thefe will com- 
, mandmore labour than they eould have done* 
if they had not pofleffed effe&s in paper ; in 
like manner as the others muft. command 
lefs labour than they could have done, if they 
had not been obliged to pay a tenth part ; in 
ihort, that, according to this calculation, the 
quantity of labour is always the fame, be- 
caufe the wants of the ftate do not make a 
greater demand on it, than before ; and this 
is the real reafon why well-governed nations 
ftill remain in the moft flourifhing ftate, al- 
though it be at the end of a long and expen- 
five war. It is on this account, that the 
Englilh are ftill rich and powerful, and con- 
tinue to expend, or to confume, as much as 
before the war. 

Y 4 Before 
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Before we extend the application of thefe 
principles any farther, we cannot deny that 
there are cfrcumftances which render them 
liable fo fbme reftri&ions. We have hitherto 
fuppofed the ftatc to have borrowed only from 
fubjefts. But although the greateft part of 
riches is to be found amongft thofe nations 
who are accuftomed to recur to fuch expe- 
dients, it muft be confefled, that as foon as 
they open a fcheme for borrowing of foreign 
ftates, they obtain from them confiderable 
loans. It is ftill worfe if thefe rich and 
powerful nations are not all engaged in war 
at the fame time. For the nation which may 
have maintained a neutrality will certainly 
poflèfs much riches, without having any 
channel open for their employment'. It will, 
therefore, throw large fums into the funds of 
belligerent nations. (t) Now, as we have 
before allowed that all current fpecies is as 
credit for the labour of another, and as all 
expence reprefents labour, it is not to be 
doubted, that money exported yearly into 
foreign ftates, in order to pay off thefe ar- 
rears, 

(t) This is the cafe with the Dutch, who poiTefs a t 
prefent a great fhare of the moft profitable' French 
funds, and particularly of the life-annuities. 



PVBLIC HAPPINESS. 329 

rears, reprcfents an annual labour of the 
nation which borrows, a labour, on the part 
of this nation, barren and tributary. 

An example may make the cafe ftill plainer. 
Hamburgh is at war with Dantzick : Ham- 
burgh hath fixty thoufand inhabitants, of 
whom feme live at their eafe, whilft the others 
feek their fubfiftance by labour. The coun- 
cil of this republic might direft that the clafi 
of citizens labouring in the produétion of 
abfolutely neceflary articles, (hould be the 
only clâfs fufFered to continue at work ; that 
all the other workmen, artifans, &c. &c. who 
arc but the agents either of pleafure, or of 
luxury* (hould be employed in the fervice of 
the army ; but that, in order to enable them 
to fubfift, all the fuperfluities of the rich, 
that is, all which they would have expended 
in gratifying their tafte, and their amufe- 
ments, fhould be taken off-, and this, to be 
more explicit, might go under the denomi- 
nation of a general tax on eafe. But what 
impediments oppofe fuch a refolution ! union 
fcarcely reigns in republics but when dangers 
are preffing. The form of the government, 
the very magiftrates are always befet with 
enemies. To what perils will- the republic 

be 
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beexpofcd, if all fortunes ihould be thus. 
overthrown, and all properties thus attacked! 
and then, this luxury, this eafe encouraged 
certain claflès of artifans neceflary to the prof- 
periçy of this little ftate. At once, to fuf- 
pend their occupations, and to deprive them 
of their cuftomary profits, muft be to break 
the. bonds which, unite them to thçir native 
Country. On the other hand, were the bur- 
den to be divided amongft all the fubjefts, 
a general impofition would indeed caufe left 
murmuring, and, befides, the complaints of 
the feeble are not difturbing ; but thefe laft 
claflès taxed hav# neither labour, nor fub- 
. fiftance to diipofe of; and whilft money is 
demanded from them, they are compelled to 
make a faving either from their labour, ou 
from their fubfiftance. But the enemy apf 
proaches ; time preflès ! an expedient is con- 
trived. The republic is convinced that no 
more than a fixth part can be fpared from the 
general labour, and this fixth part may re- 
prefent the pay of ten thoufand foldiers : but 

it muft be trebled at leaft Well then! 

the fum which may be neceflary for the main- 
tenance of the reft (hall be borrowed from the 
city of Bremen, and whether the loan be 

money, 
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money, which reprefents fubfiftance, of ftib- 
Marice Which réprefefcts labour,* the fubfidiet 
.not having changed their nature, the ml- 
giftrates of Hamburgh will reafon thus* 
Jbould we conclude a peaces after the campaign* 
we muft ftill preferve* during three years, the 
ftate of rejiraint into which we have this year 
thrown ourfelves. We Jhall ftill continue, during 
two years, to fpare the Jixtb part of the public 
labour, or the pay of ten thoufand men, in order 
to difchatgf the debt due to our neighbours. We 
Jhall feel this load longer -, yet it will be lefs 
heavy \ it will be borne without a murmur : we 
Jhall have faved the ft ate, the government, an^ 
what is ftill more intetefting> tmrjelves.(u) 

I (hall not mention the advantages which 
the lender is permitted to make, advantages 
which fomewhat augment, or prolong the in- 
conveniencies of the debtor -, but thefe ad- 
vantages are compenfated by thofe which the 
debtor hath been enabled to reap from war. 
Here, the reader muft have foreftalled me : 
but, if the rich particulars of the town, ob- 
ferving that their fortune hath been fpared, 

and 

(u) A fomewhat fimilar propofition was made to the 
Athenians by Xenôphon. See the difcourfi on the im- 
provement of tbt public revenues. . 
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and that the ftate allows a confiderable ad* 
vantage to thofe from whom it borrows the 
fupplies, determine from intereft, to purfue 
meafures, to which they ought to have betn 
impelled by a fpirit of patriotifm ; if they 
become œconomifts of their very enjoyments, 
that is, of the labour which they had in pay, 
in order to lend, themfelves, this labour to 
the government ; if. the fums which reprefent 
this labour be equal to half of tjipfe fums 
which we fuppofe the city of Bremen to have 
furniihed, Hamburgh is no longer indebted 
to the ftranger for more than the labour of 
ten thoufand men. In fhort, if the citizens 
of Hamburgh furnilh four-fifths of the fum 
borrowed, the ftate no longer remains in- 
debted for more than the labour of four 
thoufand men. As to the intereft, and re- 
imburfements, which it owes to its own fub- 
je&s, they are manifeftly an ideal charge ; it 
mud procure the value of it, by fome means 
or other. Now, it appears that the ftate re- 
takes it in fome meafure from thofe very in- 
dividuals who receive it -, Î fay, in fome 
meafure, becaufe the individuals living at 
their eafe have not lent any funds ; but this 
little inequality is of much lefs confequence 

to 
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to the public than the welfare of the people, 
who can be no lofers, whenfoever neither 
their labour is augmented, nor their fubfift- 
ance diminiflied. What would be the cafe, 
were the richeft citizens of Hamburgh to 
poflèfs within their coffers, a certain quantity 
of ready money, that is to fay, credit for the 
labour of ftrangers?(X) then thefe citizens by 
carrying their money to the government 
would fupply it with means for the fupport 
of the war, without taking any thing from 
the labour of the people 5 whether this fum* 
was employed in railing foldiers, or in pur- 
chafyig arms, fubfiftance, &c. Indeed the 
ftate will always have incurred expences, but 
it will have made a good bargain ; and if, 

when- 

(x) I fhall, here, repeat that the reader mull not be 
furprifed fhould I ufe the word, labour* in preference 
to either the word» commodities, or the word, money. 
It is labour alone which fets a price on commodities. 
The rain-water, and the river-water are not fold, be- 
caufe they do not reprefent any labour. Thus, every 
thing faleable reprefent s labour, and hath no value ex- 
cept the value of the labour which it hath exadled. It 
is unneceiTary to obferve that where mention may be 
made of die labour of a thou fan d men, the labour of 
ten thoufand men, it is the annual labour of a thoufand 
men, or of ten thou (and men, which muil be under- 
Hood. 
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whenfceyfcr the republic may hive afifc&d 
itfifif in order Co pay in indemnification to 
the rich, that is to fey, the intereft of their 
money, thefe, by receiving if in little fums, 
and fuçceffively, were to feel a greater in- 
clination to expend it* .the ft^te wpuld have 
«arrjed «0© the war, wkbout having been in 
faô *£ any coft. It is true, thaf the ft<*te 
would alio have Q&e Vefource the lefs; but 
what may not be reprpcjiîÇfld by a loqg peace, 
a flourishing commerce, and a_good ad- 
minittrafion ? 

I dwell the longer on thefe refleéfcions, be- 
caufe it doth not appear to me, that this point 
hath ever been fuffiçicittly difeuffed, or that 
the effe&s of the debt have not always been 
confounded with the efièâs of the expence. 
Mr. Hume/y) the philofoper fo inaceeffible 
to every prejudice, the author to whom I pay 
with fo much plea&re a tribute of efteera, 
and friencHhip, hath, in my opinion, too fe- 
verely condemned the arguments ufed to fa- 
titfy the people of England, when Davenaitt, 
and Pulteney attacked the government of the 
Whigs. Perhaps a natural partiality to the 

ai|*l«l|ll i u. Mini , tMIMMMM «H^-W«P •■ »■ II « 

(y) EJfoy on public credit* 
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Taries, that kind of attachment which feme, 
times betrays the fceptical philofopher, by 
discovering his fccret opinioin, may have al- 
tered, for a moment, the «xa&nefs of his 
balance. He is pleafed to reduce matters 
to an abfurdity, by fuppofing that there is no 
end to borrowing, and that the ftace owes all 
the revenue of particulars : but I muft ob- 
ferw that England, having more than four 
«hundred millions of livres, French, or,'fe- 
venteen millions and a half, -fterirng, at ten- 
pence halfpenny per Hvre, of net revenue,(z) 
and not having above one hundred and twen- 
ty millions of livres, French, or five millions 
'and a quarter, fterling, at ten-pence half- 
penny per livre, to pay yearly as tntereft 

on 

----- — ----- . . . 

(&) Several readers have imagined that the Chevalier 
meant the public revenue $ but it is the total amount of 
the net revenue of the lands, rated according to the 
rents, to which he alludes. The total amount of our 
public debt fianding out the fifth of January, 1772, 
.(the year in which the French work was published, al- 
though the manufcript was fent to Holland, feveral 
months before the clofe. of 1771) was 127,497,619/-' 
8/. zd. -J, and the annual intereit, or other charges pay- 
-âble for the fame, amounted. to 4,526,392/. 8/. &/• The 
-national. debt is, now, one hundred and forty millions, 
and the annual intereft, at the rate of three and an 
half per cent, is five millions. K. 
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on its debts, before fuch a circumftance 
could happen, this country mud have been 
engaged in fupporting three times as many 
wars as it hath carried on fince 1688. I 
tnuft alfo afk againft what nations thefe wars 
are to be waged ? I mult allow that it would 
prove a very perplexing fituation, were they 
to be carried on againft thofe ftates which 
are not either in debt, or obliged to borrow. 
But were the attack to be made on France, 
and on Holland, I fhould imagine that mat- 
ters would reft, at leaft, on an even footing, 
and I fhould be apt to compare thefe powers 
to players who, with one leg tied up, engage 
at tennis; the match would be lefs lively, 
but always equal. Were the real embarraff- 
ments felt by the powers involved in debt to 
be objedted to me, and at the fame time, 
were it not to be added that thefe embaraff- 
ments are, in a great meafure, owing to the 
critical fituation in which they who govern 
find themfelves relatively to thofe who are 
governed, I fhould only anfwer, that every 
nation which carries on the war with great 
armies, great fleets, and to fay all in one 
word, at a great expence, muft foon be ruin- 
ed, unlèfs it were to make itfelf amends for 

its 
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its lofles by pillage. Now, pillage hath not 
taken place fince every fubduéd country be-» 
■ gan to fubmit by capitulation, and fince the! 
conquerors have forborne from the pràftice 
of carrying away the cattle, and reducing the 
x conquered people to captivity. 

Far from attributing the critical fituation 
of feveral powers to the debts which they 
have contracted, I {hall confider as a problem 
the flôurifhing date in which they flill find 
themfelves, after thofc obftinate, or ridicu- 
lous wars, which they have for a long tinle 
paft fupported. But why fliould we impute 
that to the debt,, which may be placed to the 
account of expences ? Such;* young prottigal 
is not ruined for having bçrrowed a hurtdre4 
thoijfand crowns, but for having fquandered 
them away. England hath expended in 
eighty years three thoufand millions of livres, 
French, or,, eighteen millions and three 
quarters, ftertiflg, at ten-pence halfpenny £# 
livre, beyond its revenues -, thefe three thou± 
fand millions of livres, or, eighteen millions 
and three quarters, fterling, at ten-pence hal£ 
penny per livre, reprèfent a labour which 
might have been employed more ufefully in 
ploughing up, and cultivating numbers of 

Vol. II. Z heaths, 
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heaths, or in the encouragement of agricul- 
ture, in Scotland; and in Ireland. I muft 
confefs that I fhould find it difficult to point 
out other obje&s which, on account of the 
war, have been negleftcd. For this happy 
country every whw prçfents to us the image 
of prosperity: Neither population, noragri- 
çulture, nor manufactures, nor great roads, 
nor magnificent eft^blifhmeots, nor, in fhort, 
*ny thing feem to be warning \n England. 
And this is a terrible argument in the hands 
of the fceptics in politics. But it muft be 
obferved, firfb> that the fituation of this 
ctiwttry is, -in. every point, extremely fa- 
vorable j fecondiy, that the, excellence of it$ 
government, and the wifdom of its admini- 
fifation muft have triumphed over many ob- 
ftjaclfcs-, for^ fuck are« our errors in politics, 
fwch/.are the confequences of a bad moral 
fyftem, and of a bad.fcgiftation x that all the 
««tiens pf the world, if we ejxeept the 
Chbefe, are infinitely, belqw that . degree of 
prosperity, to which they might attain-, third- 
ly, that this pcofperity of our neighbours is 
not to be confidered as the.ldt of all the 
Britifh empire, but of England only, a great 
part of Scotland being, ftill either unculti- 
vated, 
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v&ed, o* a défait; and the Iriftv having 
fcarcely beta hitherto more than the Ilotae of 
the Engliih.v I know that this is a bad po 
Key which founds riches on exclufion, and 
which pretends to fupport one people, at the 
cxpcace of another people \ but it may offer 
forac illufory, and momentary advantages* 
la fhort, fince we muft trace the errors which 
the Epgliûi have committed, and the con* 
feqwfKes of their cxçefilve expences, I fhould 
imagine that we might find them in Scotland, 
and \n Ireland. Had the taxes been lefs 
heavy, nhere could have been no neceffity for 
laying a reliront on the importation of the 
Iri(h provifioss, m order to keep up the tents' 
in England -, and if commerce had been lefs 
loadcn by the duties of the cuftoms, and the- 
tafcest on eonfumptiona, there CQuld have been 
no reafcn for dreading a competitor in this 
fitter kingdom. More attention might like* 
wife havq been payed to Scotland, and riches, 
equally diffufed throughput the three king- 
doms! myft have increafed commerce at 
Cork, as at London; at Edingburgh as at 

Cork* . . < But what, if during the 

laft war, Ireland hathprofpeïed;*if heragri-? 

culture, her trade, and her population have 

Z 2 been 
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been augmented ? Then it mUft be 

anfwered, that maritime expeditions have en- 
riched this country, which fupplies veffels 
with their lading, and ftores, and encourages 
the trade of America. But what, if Eng- 
land, hath not fuffered by this local preference? 

i£. ... .Yet let us haften back 

to our firft principles, for we have embarked 
in rather an unpleafing difcuftion, and repeat 
thata.gbod adminiftration foon repairs misfor- 
tunes, and covers many inconveniencies. 
. Let us obviate another obje&iôri which may 
ftill bé. drawn from thefefafts fo troublefome 
toTyftematical reafoners, and to metaphyfical 
politicians. A great prince, an hero clown- 
ed*! entered, * at the very beginning of his 
*eign y ;on an œconomy entirely éftabliihed, 
and found a confiderable faving which he 
hath fihec augmented ; his numerous viftories 
have never been purchafed by exorbitant im- 
positions ; he hath not borrowed 5 it is even 
affirmed that he hath not diflipated, in the 
laft war, all the money which he had in re- 
ferve 5 peace having been re-cftablifhed, he 
re-eftablilhed alfo œconomy in his expences ; 
hie employed himfelf in replacing thofe fums 
which he had taken from his favijag : he com- 
pleted 
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pleted his treafure; and yet his fubje&S;ariç 
fallen into diftrefs. The money hath dis- 
appeared ; commerce hath languiftied -, the 
circulation hath (lopped, and peace hath 
proved more difaftrous than war. Undoubt- 
edly, the powerful genius who prefides oyer 
this ftate, (lands in need only of his own re- 
fources, to remedy thefe temporary incon- 
veniencies 5 but may we not avail ourfelves 
of this occ^fion, as an apology for not adopt- 
ing the opinion of Mr. Hume, who feems 
to plead in favour of the eftablilhment of a 
public treafure ? we prefume, that there are 
no fums to be difpofed of by the ftate,* which 
would not augment its riches, were they ufe- 
fully expended. A canal, a (ëa-port, a great 
road, the cultivation of a barren wade arc 
worth an hundred times more than ten mil- 
lions locked up in coffers. And befides, ex- 
perience convinces us that treafures amaffed 
by an ceconQmical adminiftration are (bon dif- 
fipated by a prodigal adminiftration. Charles 
the fifth pôffefled a confiderable treafure. It 
became the prey of the duke of Aojou. 
Henry the fourth amafled more .than twenty 
millions of livres, French, or eight hundred 
and feventy-five tboufand pounds,, ftexling, 
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at ten-pence halfpenny />*r livre, which would 
now make above fifty millions of livres, 
French, or two millions, one hundred and 
tighty-feven thoufand, five hundred pounds, 
EnglHh, at ten-pence halfpenny per livre. 
They ferved only to enrich Italians, and feme 
avaricious, and fa&ious lords. 

Now, if treafures were not advantageous. 
to nations, one of thefe two circumftances 
my& happen ; either that thefe nations carry 
on the war, by the augmentation of taxes; 
or that, fuch taxes becoming too burdenfome, 
the nations find themfelves obliged to borrow. 
But, in the firft inftance, war is not very 
ruinous ; and in the fécond inftance, the real 
neceflities, and the importance of the war 
itfelf mull be confulted. Thus, the irfult 
of all thefe reflexions is, that the wars which 
are carried on at a moderate eapence, are 
much left diftrefeful to the people, 'tliati thofe 
wars, the charges of which exceed their 
means; and this leads us to obferve, that 
war h more deftruftive when the party is 
beaten, or when the match is unequal; all 
thefe are circumftances which have nothing 
in common with the queftion concerning the 
national debt, and borrowing. 

Now, 
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Now, that we have explained the nature 
of the national debt, and its influence on the 
happinefs of the people, it is time to inform 
the reader, that we have placed things in 
their moft favorable point of view, We pre- 
fume, indeed, that we have fhewn that the 
inconvehiencies arifingfrom borrowing are 
the fame as the inconveniencies arifing from 
expence 5 but we muft not deny that the ne-* 
ceffity of following, without interruption, 
. the chain of our ideas hath occafioned us to 
omit fome important particulars. For in- 
ftance, we have fuppofed that the govern- 
ment being under a neceffity of returning 
, annually to different individuals what it might 
have f aifed to pay off the arrears of the debt, 
the fum of the revenues had not changed, and 
that, by a parity of reafoning, the fum of 
expences, as well as the fum of labour had 
always remained the fame : we do not deny 
this aflertion *, but it muft be confidered that 
the removal of revenues, and of expences is 
liable to feveral inconveniencies. Firft, it 
fuppofes that there are recoveries, and pay- 
ments which always require fome coft, whe- 
ther it be neceffary to raife contributions, or 
to fill public coffers, guard them, and occa- 
Z 4 fionally 
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fionally open them. Now, all thefe colls are 
an expence which reprefcnts a labour ; and a 
barren labour, fince it doth not produce either 
fubfiftance, or enjoyment. Secondly, even 
admitting that thefe expences, being impofed 
on a territorial revenue, and, in particular, 
on the net revenue of proprietors, exaft but 
little coft in the gathering of them, and are 
of no detriment to agriculture, and to com- 
merce ; ftill one great inconvenience muft 
always remain : and this is the feparation of 
the revenue, and the landed property. 

I fuppofe contrats, and the public funds 
to be equally divided amongft all the pro- 
prietors, fo that whofoever may have an- 
nually payed a thoufand livres, or, forty- 
three pounds, fifteen (hillings, Englifti, at 
ten-pence halfpenny per livre, more for the 
arrears of the debt, would he pofTeffed of a 
contract of the fame yearly value. From 
this, one evil muft always refult, becaufe 
every diminution of the produft of a pro- 
perty tends to diminifh, in its turn, the af- 
fe&ion of the proprietor, and to remove ex- 
penfive, but ufeful undertakings, fuch as 
buildings, the cultivation of barren tra&s, 
&c. On the other hand, it frequently hap- 
pens 
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pens that an individual naturally becomes at- 
tached to the fourcc of his révenues -, that he 
abandons the country for the capital, and 
willingly gives the preference to an idle, and 
ufelefs life. The inequality in the divifion 
of the public effe&s redoubles all thefe in- 
cpnveriencies 5 for whilft a proprietor of 
twenty thoufand livres, French, or eight 
hundred and feventy-five pounds, fterling* 
at ten-pence halfpenny per livre, landed in* 
come, poffeffes likewife as far as fifty thou- 
fand livres, French, or, two thoufand, one 
hundred, and eighty-feven pounds, ten Ihil- 
lings, fterling, at ten-pence halfpenny per 
livre, of revenue, in contra&s 5 a proprietor 
who hath only ten thoufand livres, French, 
or, four hundred and thirty-feven pounds, 
jen fhillings, fterling, at ten-pence halfpenny 
per livre, landed income alfo, pays the fifth 
of his revenue, and yet pofiefles no paper. 
I (hall not dwell on the facility of placing a 
capital in the public funds, and thus diverting 
the money from commerce, and removing it 
from all means of being ufefully employed: 
for they who have fo often repeated this com- 
mon-place obfervation, feem to have forgot- 
ten that when one perfon purchafes a contract, 

another 
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another perfon fells a contract, and (hat if 
the purchafer doth not employ his money in 
commerce, the feller hath perhaps alienated 
hiseffe&s only to make this ufe of them» 
Were the ftatc to open a new fcheme for bor- 
rowing, the cafe would be different: but 
then this inconvenience is the confluence of 
the a&ual expence of the government, and 
not of the debt formerly cohtra&ed. What 
I dare affirm, is, that the people, or rather 
the. proprietors who, in modern Societies, 
ought alone to reprcfent the nation, cannot 
avoid weakening themfelves, confideraWy, 
whenfoever they may have bartered ■ away 
their landed properties for uncertain poflèffi* 
ons i always within the hands Qf the govern* 
ment, whether this government bear the 
name of a Monarchy, or of an Arift*cracy>> 
they muft, fooner, or later, fall into a ftate 
of dépendance. I muft farther obferve that 
if, unfortunately, the public effefts fliould 
be fo multiplied, that to undcrftand their 
value, to follow their changes, and to be 
one's felf mafter of thefe variations, be 
grown fo obfeure and difficult an art, a 
kind of barren commerce yrill be eftablifhed» 

calkd 
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called /fgiotfa) a commerce which never 
fucceeds but at the expence of proprietors, 
conftantly the dupes of monied* men § but I 
muft, likewife, obferve that all thefe new in- 
conveniencies ought rather to be impyted to 
the fault of the government, than to the 
debt in fcfelf* and it may be added, that 
were we to trace them to their iburce, we 
fliould attribute them much lefs to the ig- 
norance, than to the weaknefs of minifters, 
fo that the laft analyfis would produce, in- 
ftead of the vices infeparable from borrowing, 
thofe which fpring from wars undertaken 
againft the inclination of the people, or 
Which are the neceffary confequences of all 
prevarication in the exercife of the public 
authority. 

Drawn into thefe long difcuflions, which 
are, perhaps, too dry, and tirefome to the 
greater part of our readers, we muft not 

forget 

(a) Agi*) a term chiefly u&d in Holland, and at 
Venice, fignifies the difference between the value of 
bank flock, and the current coin. In Holland, the 
Jgio is generally three, or four per cent. At Rome, it 
is from fifteen to twenty-five^r cent. At Vtnice, it is 
fixed at twenty per cent* 4p° dfo fignifes, the profit 
arifing from difcounting notes, bills of exchange, 
*c. K. 
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forge£ that our principal objeft is to examine 
what is the influence of the public debt, on 
the happincfs of the people. We have en- 
deavoured to leflèn that fearful opinion ge- 
nerally formed of it * this is â new method 
of- eftimating iu If the debt be effentially 
an evil, as a jdebt* and not only as reprefcnt- 
ing an expence, the firft care of every go- 
vernment fhould be to reimburfe it, as foon 
as poffible. Let its endeavour then to af- 
certain whether fuch an operation be always 
the mod advantageous, and that we may the 
looner effeft this, let us imagine that a date 
hath borrowed precedently a fum equal to 
the .labour of an hundred thoufand men* for 
the arrears of which ït returns annually the 
labour of five thoufand men : let us alfo fup- 
pofe that a wife oeconomy, either in the 
maintenance of the troops, or in the cxpences 
of the court, permits this ftate to fave an- 
nually a fum reprefenting the labour of ten 
thoufand individuals. What ufe would it 
make of this faving ? would it employ it in 
leflenîng the general burden of the people ? 
in taking off annually from the taxçs.a fum 
correfpQpding with this, faving? or would it 
apply it to the progrçffive rtimburfefrient of 

• ' ; *'. thq 
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the public debt ? on the one hand, the debt» 
diminifliing, by littlef' and little, would end 
by being entirely extinguished j and the peo- 
ple would at length perceive themfelves : cR£ 
livered from every contribution which they 
furnifhed towards difcharging the arrears' of 
this debt. ^On the other hand, it may hap* 
pen that the taxes being either exceffive^ or 
badly laid >on> the nation might feel 2L rmk't 
preffing ; nçceffity for an immcidiate reiîéfPr * 
may aifo happen that the coftsof certaift rm- 
pofinons being much tpo-cohfiderabfe, .thé 
annihilation of thefe importions would prove 
the moft rcquifite operation • • and this re* 
duces the problem to two queftions. ; Are 
ibe pCQplrin need of an immediate alleviation ? 
Doth it ttftlhe government more to receive, than 

to pay 

Firû queftjon. Are the people in need of an 
immediate alleviation ? this is an important 
confideration >, for, by fup^ofing that this 
ftate* which owes a capital equal to the fum 
which reprefents the labour of an hundred 
thoufand men, could annually reimburfe the 
tenth part of this fum, it is evident that, in 
the firft year, it alleviates the public burden 
only from the labour of five hundred per* 

fons * 
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f(Wi and m the; following ye*f # gtfly frotii 
the labour of five; Hundred and twenty-five 
peribns* and fo efe But if thcf contribution 
be too violent for the people, if it employ 
mure of their time and powers than they 
could conveaie^ly difpofe of, if k with- 
draw them from labours of imprcntement; 
if) it deprive them .of that xepqfe which isne- 
çeflàry for them, &e, &c. wovdd it hot be 
fetter to remit annually a fum equal to the 
la^pur of ten thûufend men, than to retrench 
only the twentieth .part, and to employ the 
reft in rcîmbttâng'the public debts ? it will 
be anfwered, that the fums reimburfedceafing 
to reprefeftt a barren labour, like that which 
admjnifters to the maintenance of armies, or 
tp the poipp of courts, they fbon pais from 
the proprietors of funds to the laborious 
tlaffes, who may aygn&ent the price of their 
labour, or take; off fome hours from their 
day's work : bw are thèfe returns fufficiendy 
quick,; and immediate, particularly when the 
vehicles of them dught to be the: current 
fpecies, or paper», a kind of mondy which 
promotes fo many Spéculations, and fuch va- 
ripus projects ? and doth it hot follow from 
thefc reflections, that if .the people* be over*. 

loaden, 
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loaden, it muft be better to remit the im- 
pofitions, than to reimburfe the debt ? 

Second queftion. Both it coft the Jtale titer* 
ta rteme* tbân ta fay?' this is an extremely 
interfiling enquiry* For, if in order to re- 
imburfe annually a ivim equal to «he labour 
of ten thoufand men, the government fhould 
be obliged to exad from the people, a fum 
equal to the* labour of twelve thoufand men, 
they will hatre made à vàfy Nd bargain * în 
faft, to put .matters on an even footing, it 
would; be rsquifite that thé payrtierit of- their 
creditors, ibould cxaft aivover-afieflmeàt near- 
ly equal; I fay, .œarfy quel, because regard 
muft be had to the dkfeharge of the in*ereft- 
But let us defcend into a plainer road, and, 
fbra.momtot, leave our abftoafted formu- 
laries, to produce an example taken from dur 
own country. Many perfona believe that the 
cuftoms coft more than twenty per cent, col- 
kâing. They may bring in about fifteen 
millions of livres, French, or, fix hundred 
aocfc fifty- fix thoufand*. two hundred and fifty 
pounds, fterling, at ten-pençe halfpenny per 
fcvre. I afk, now, if, when in 1764 a fink- 
mgfund for twenty millions of livres,. French* 
or, eight hundred and feventy-five thoufand 

pounds. 
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pounds, fterling, at ten-Jpence halfpenny per 
livre, w*s cftablifhed, it would not have been 
more profitable to have abolifhed the duties 
of the. çuftoms, orto.fpeak more properly, 
to have changed them into a fimple territorial 
kftpoft, which ftiU producing a certain re- 
Venue, might have facilitated the converfion 
of the Gabelle, o*\ duty. upon fait, into a. tax 
engrafted by a pound.» }*te, on the land-tax 
or twentieth penny. I know the difficulty 
of reafoning from this, illufory reimburfe* 
ment, . which exa&ed other refourccs ; but 
might not, thefe relources have arifea more 
eafily from an improvement of the condition 
of the country > than from only paying the 
creditorsjwith bills upon another, a payment 
more worthy of a. difcounter, than of a mi- 
uifter. ?To thefe different confidcrarions, I 
fhall.alfaadd, that evpn fuppofing thefe im- 
pofitiôns to be wifely 'laid on, andcotteâed 
with œcanomy* iti&.requifite that the. "go- 
vernment fhauld nor think of reimburfe- 
mehts,"uhtir it had been fully known;that no 
occafion more preffing for the employment 
of money flood' in the way- Although France 
had .abolifhed the duties on the cuftoms, and 
the Gabelle, I fhould ftill confidêr canals of 

com- 



If 
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communication between the Somme, and the 
Èfeaut* between the Mofette^ the Meufe, and 
the M<frnt % between the Savne, and the &*«*, 
as more ufeful undertakings, than a reim- 
burfem.ent of fixty millions. As much may 
be advanced in favour of the introdudion, 
and regular repair of great roads, the con* 
ftru&ion of bridges, the draining of fens* 
the cultivation of waftes, &c. Neither muft 
it be forgotten, that the reimburfemént of 
.debts ipfpires all governments with an in- 
clination for war ; whereas ufeful expences 
render peace advantageous, without fhoften- 
ing its duration* 

After having confidered this fubjeâ:, in fo 
many different points of view, every im- 
partial reader muft agree with us, that, ex- 
cepting- fpme incônveniencies tf hich we have 
already mentioned, the national debt is hot 
fo great an evil as hath' been imagined ; that 
it is only a real evil, in as much as it repre- 
fents éxceffive expences ; in fhort, that its 
reimburfement is not abfolutely neceflàry^ 
nor even the mod important objeft of a good 
adminiftration. Perhaps the reader may not 
regret that he hath favoured us with his at- 
tention, fhould he feel a conviftion that 
Vol. II. A a the 
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the misfortunes of his fellow-citizens, nay, 
more, the misfortunes of Ms kind, (for who 
fliaR hold humanity within the limits of em- 
pires ?) are not proportional to thofe enor- 
mous debts, th#ffiafe of which appears, at 
the firft glance, fo overwhelming. The pro* 
féffed panegyrifts of ktogs are juftly funk 
into contempt, but the comforter of the 
people deferVes to be cherilhèd, and efteetn- 
ed ; tfpecially if, whllft hé encourages them 
to hope, he doth not conceal frohi them theft 
dangers ; if he makes no attempts tô infpifé 
them with a falfe fecurity -, and if whenfoevct 
he would mitigate the opinion whith they 
may. have foriiied ôf their nriisfortimes, he 
takes care to prove to them, that they may 
ftifl attain to a much better fituation. Such 
à perfuafion, fuch a difpofition of minds 
feems, in my opinion, thç moft favorable to 
every kind of progrefs. It is equally removed 
, from that morofe difcontent which defpairs 
of every thing, and from that vain confidence 
which doubts nothing. Let us . leave thofe 
who are called to the painful cares of go- 
vernment, to calculate all the moral circum- 
ftances which ought to modify general prin- 
ciples 5 butfmce, during our leifure, we have 

pre- 
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prefumed that it was in our power to unfold 
thcfe principles* lee us, at leaft, endeavour to 
complete otuf full career, by (hewing theif 
confequenees * and whether our readers be 
inclined to refute, or to commend us, let us 
fave our ceirfurcrs, and our approvers from 
the toil of fesrehing after the refult of our 
opinions^ i 

It is not unufefully that we have eltimated, 
as public labour* all the contributions Of the 
people, and all the expences of the govern- 
ment. The refult is, that in the a&ual form 
of forieties, all labour reprefents fubfiftance 
for one part of the citizens, and enjoyments 
for thé other. parti that every difpofition 
which attacks this commerce, makes a diwfifc 
attack on the welfare of nations ; that all 
public expence is abfblutcly in this prcdi* 
caintnt, and that, of courfe, it ought always 
to be confidcred as a minimum > that is, it 
Ought always to be the fmalleft expence 
poffibte. We have already obferved r that 
fecurity and prefervation were the natural 
limits of this oeconomy. It is therefore the 
bufinekof thofe who govern, rightly to tm- 
derftand thefe limits, and to take alf their 
precautions, left, at any time, they fliould 
A a 2 . either 
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cither not reach them, or pafs beyond them« 
The number of foldiers, and of fortrefles, is 
of all expences,; that which makes the deep- 
eft impreffion on, : the inhabitants of capitals. 
And.yetwere they to.refleft that the different 
powers can fcarçdy difarm, but. in concert, 
and & call up to ,thejr remembrance, the 
terrible confequences which have fomctimes 
followed the lofs of a battle, or the redu&ion 
of a town, they would be more moderate in 
their, eenfvfres, n$r defire that the father of a 
family» obliged to leflen the number of his 
houfehold, fhould begin byfënding away his 
porter. Thefe errors, ib common amongft 
us, can only arife from the cuftom which we 
have adopted o£ making adiftinftion between 
the Sovereign, and the State, k is the So- 
vereign who pays the troops 3 it is, , therefore, 
concluded that this expence comes from him , 
and it is this which, iduû be firft attacked. 
But I would :a(k whether forty thoufand 
monks are lefs chargeable,. or more fcrvice^ 
able tathe ftatethan forty thoufand foldiers.(£,) 

"; ;What- 

t (b) It is with pleafure, that wc find ourfclvcs enabled 
to allure the reader, that there are but forty thoufand 
inonks in France ; and thefe are exaftly forty thoufand 
too many. 
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Whatfocver the arrangements may be, it muft 
be requifite for the maintenance of the monks,' 
and the foldiers, either that the clafles of 
cultivators, and workmen augment their 
labour, or that there be a diminution of en- 
joyments, in the clafs which furmflies fub- 
fiftance. Without entering into any theolo* 
gical difcuffions, it may be affirmed, that 
there are countries, in which the Clergy -arc 
reduced to Biihops, to Curates, and to Vi- 
cars. There are, even, countries who have 
no ecclefiaftics, excepting Paftors. The dog- 
mata of thefe people may be erroneous, yet 
"it is not, on this account, lefs true that they 
have as lively, a faith, and are more ftri&ly 
moral,* than fome nations overwhelmed with 
priefts and mqnks. If, within fome of thefe 
nations, the number of thefe ufélefs men 
fhould ftill amount to forty thoufand perfons, 
I affcrt. that the reform of forty thoufand 
monks, or the reform of forty thoufand fol- 
diers would equally relieve the people, re- 
latively, to contributions,., that is, to thofe 
fayings which muft have been made from 
their enjoyments, or their fubfiftance. I 
now leave others to decide which clafs is 
the moft. ufeful clafs ; . but. I think that I 
A a 3 may, 
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may, # all hazards, infure the military 
çlafiu .. 

. I ihall not, . here, repeat what hath been fo 
often obferved concerning the celibacy of the 
eccleûaftics, and, particularly, of the monks. 
I write forinftrudfced readers, for readers more 
inftrufted than myfclf. I offer my ideas to 
the greajteft part of thefe readers, as I fhouid 
offer them, in a coaverfation with men of 
undemanding $ and I only avail myfclf of the 
means which printing affords, in order to ex-» 
tend a commerce which hath always been the 
happioef* of nay life : in this commerce, each 

N individual Ihould only offer fuch of his ideas 
as ought to be new to others : and fuch, in 
my opinion, is the following -idea. F think, 
that of all the religions orders* fuch as have 

' been lefs burdenfome to the ftate, are thofe 
againft which the grcateft clamours have 
arifen; and thefe orders are the richeft of all. 
The Benediâines, the monks of Fpemontre* 
-mid the Bernardines are much lefs numerous 
than the Francifcans, and all the Mendicants, 
They may be confidered as a fociety of pro- 
prietors, who ufing moderately their net re- 
venue, throw back a part of it in advance, 
end towards improvement, A celebrated 

avthor 
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author hath already favoured w with an eu- ' 
logy of the culture pf the monks, but our 
induttions greatly differ, hccaufe he h^th 
confideredas ajuftifipation of a|l the monks, 
what was but an excufe for forpe of them. 
Mr. Hunic(c) hath aifo queJUoned whether 
tbffepopijb injiitutiçm be fo deJtruBme to the 
'populoufnefs of a ft ate, as is commonly imagined* 
He fuppofes th#, were the fond, which he* 
Ungs fo # convent j beftowfd on a nobleman, he 
would fpend its revenues on dogs, her f es, grooms 9 
footmen 9 eooks, and bcufe-maids 9 and bis fa- 
tnily would not furmjb wavy more citizens than 
the convent. But, who would compare the 
expense ap4 magnificence difplaytd at a 
nobleman's feat, with the domeftic eftablilfr- 
ment of a convent ? befides, it is much more 
by their number, than by their riches, that 
the monks prove detrimental to fbciety. We 
know, and we not a little defpifc thofe Men- 
dicants, whofe only reiburcc is their im- 
pudence, and whofe only capital is fuper- 
ftition : but wè have no idea of the immenfe 
contributions which they levy in the country. 
A a 4 Were 

(c) See Ejfay on the fopuhufnefs of ancient natrons, 
8vo. v. 2. p. 192. 
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Were à fovereign, perplexed by a difficulty 
in paying his troops, to fend thirty thoufand 
men into the different villages, and give 
orders to their commanders to fee them main- 
tained by the people, but at thè eaJîeft rate 
that poffibly could be devifed ; what clamours 
would be levelled at this arrangement ! an 
arrangement confefiedly vicious, yet much 
lefs fo than the permiffion with which the 
monks are indulged to abufe the public cre- 
dulity. It is a pernicious toleration which, 
indeed, furnifties them with no coaôive force, 
but leaves them in poffeflion of fuch -formi- 
dable arms, wherewith to attack the fimple, 
and ignorant, as are equi valent to an order 
to bpprefs the weak, and to refpeft the 
ftrong. 

Let us, now, turn back and examine 
whether all the merit of thefe rich abbeys be 
not confined to the fingle circumftance of 
being lefs pernicious to the (late, than that 
fwarm of Mendicants, with which it is in- 
feébed. It hath been cbferved that the monks 
are better proprietors than the gentlemen : 
but why are the gentlemen poor ? becaufe 
the Clergy, and the monks have gotten pof- 
feflion of all their riches. It may as well be 

faid, 
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faidy that the receivers of the revenues are 
more ufeful to the date, than the little te- 
nants-, for their lands are certainly better 
cultivated. Much noife hath been made con- 
cerning that portion of their revenues, which 
the religious orders employ in the improve- 
ment of their eftates. ■ But hath any perfon 
exaftly calculated whether all thefe improve- 
ments have been the fruit of their own fav-* 
ings ? hath any account been kept of all thofe 
oblations, of all thofe legacies in ready cafh, 
which pillaged the patrimony of individuals, 
and thus lefiened their properties, in order to 
fupply thefe abbeys with money wherewith 
to raife mulberry trees, to dig moats, and to 
extend their plantations? I am convinced 
that if my anceftors had diftributed pardons, 
and received offerings, my family lands 
would have been as well cultivated, as the 
lands of any abbey. 

This next objection feems to be unanfwcr- 
able. Shall we oppofe abufes, to abufes ? 
then,' let us draw a parallel between the çx- 
pences of fome particular fquanderers, and 
the immenfe capitals which thefe abbeys hâve 
employed in buildings, and which they ftill 
lay out in keeping up thefe houfes. What 

farms 
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farms might formerly bave been raifed with 
thofe fums which have been expended, and 
ftill are expended» on the rnonafterjes of 
Citeaux* of Clervaux, of Premontre, of 
Saint Bertin, of Saint Eloy> of Saint Denis, 
&c. We are aftoni&ed at the poverty which 
our anceftors have transmitted to us. Slaves 
more abjeft than the Egyptians, we have 
employed our labour in conftruotiog pyra- 
mids, whilft the Nile did not fertilize our 
lands : we have put together mean huts ; we 
have flept under the thatch, whilft we have 
elevated even to the ikies, the {ânâoarês of 
a God, who was contented to be born in a 
ftable; and whilft we have lodged under 
gilded roofs, the fucccflors of a fifherman, 
and a money changer ; or rather the fucceflbrs 
of thofe Solitaries who lived in wild cares, 
and dwelled within the cavities of the rocks* 
It is cuftomary to alledge in favour pf tbefe 
monks, the will of the founder, long po£ 
feffion, and prefcription : but who amongft 
us, may not confider himfelf as an heir, 
ftripped by ecclefiaftics ? we talk of pre» 
icripcion! undoubtedly there may be pre- 
scriptions from particular individuals, to par- 
ticular individuals-, but can there be pre- 

fcriptiohs 
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fcriptions from one clafe of citizens, to ano- 
ther clafs of citizens ? can prefcriptions cxift 
in oppofuion to the public welfare ? 

Whilft we unfolded our abftrafted prini 
ciples, we obferved that no faving could be 
truly advantageous to the ftatç, except the 
faving which diminifhes the number of ufe- 
lefs men maintained at the expenceof pro- 
du&ive and induftrious men. If we apply. 
theft principles to fome modern nations, and, 
for example, to France, we fhall find that 
her aftual fituation, and her preffing wants 
daily oblige her to make an attack upon pro* 
pcrty. Now, which is the mod facred, the 
property which is aflerted by the idle, and 
ufelels man, who hath renounced the world, 
who beftows no children on the ftate, who 
ftands in no predicament of the civil order, 
and who, at length, difappears from the fur- 
face of the earth, without leaving even the 
traces of his fobtfteps 5 or the property which 
is claimed by the induftrious citizen, the cuK 
tivator, who ferves his prince, and the ftate, 
and-who relying on the public faith, married* 
and brought up his children, with that con-r 
fidence which ought never te be deceived ? I 
will fuppofe that the diminution of the ec- 

clefiaftical 
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cleftaftical revenues may be eonfidered as a 
bankruptcy; but is not every impôfition 
which confutes too. large a part of. the re- 
venues, which finks the credit, w. pfpves the 
deftru&ion of the funds, the bankruptcy of 
the citizen ? and thcfe papers, thefe contracts 
fecured by having, been entered in formal re- 
cords, are not thefe alfo properties ? it is this 
circumîiance which muft be refpeéted. We 
fear to attack the monks! and who (hall 
plunder us ? (hall we be plundered by thofe 
men, who have never employed the riches 
which, they ftruggle to preferve; by men, 
who prefer liberty to thefe idle properties, of 
which they cannot difppfe, and who behold 
them every day converted into ufelefs pomp? 
Our opinions are changed ; ■. this is a fad 
beyond a doubt. Let us ftruggle no more 
againft a current which forces us along, but 
doth not drive us into any port. It is not ir- 
religion, but found policy that (hall throw 
open the cloifters. It is not avarice which 
fhall gain by the plunder, but the.poor peo» 
pie, the cultivators, the artifans^a^fo far 
will our morals be from finking amidft the 
fuins of prejudices, that the;Çlwgy, thç 
Bijhops, and the Curates, the trye minifters 

"of 
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of morality, and vertue, fhall rcfumc their 
rank, and receive that rêfped, id which they 
are entitled. All the fanatics who maintain 
ancienr fuperftitions ; all the hypocrites who 
endeavour to acquire confequence, by defend- 
ing fome old maxims, do, therefore, ufe- 
lefsly devote themfeives to the execration of 
all good men, by ftruggling to retard a re- 
volution, 'which' wiil~bt : effected in fpite.of 
their efFprcs to the contrary. ' ' : '• \ 

But I forget that this power, which they 
Will never be able to exèreife over events, 
may be dîre&ed by them againft individuals. 
*5?e$, I do forget it, and I forget it with 
pleafure," whilft 1 give a loofe to the pure 
fcèal which animates me, and to the integrity 
of my inteHtions. But, wfift 1 an : author 
ftiould never forget, is', to keep within the 
limits of his fubjeft. Whatfoever latitude our 
ftfbjeâ may allow, we mutt ; bound our refle&i- 
oîis* withirr the point at which they were de- 
signed to reft J We are not without appre- 
henfions, that the impatience of the reader 
may have "already intimated to him, that we 
are near the /end of our career-, we fhall, 
therefore, haften to conclude it, by refumihg" 

the principal ideas contained in this effay. 

the 
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ïbe Conclufion of this Work. 

If the objeâ of the enquiries into which 
we have entered, was to determine what was 
the condition of humanity, throughout the 
different epochs of hiftory» k mull not be 
forgotten that this long» and painful labour 
tends to one great refait, without which it 
might be confidered as a barren {peculation* 
Whilft feveral enlightened» and refpedtable 
writers have driven to dire<5t mankind into 
the road) which leads to the greateft poffibJe 
happincfs, we have chofen, for our talk, to 
examine whether the focial ftate be effe&ively 
fufceptible of improvement ; we have been 
particularly defirous of obviating this ob* 
jeftion? it is» indeed, a common obje&ion | 
but it is extremely important, and extremely 
dangerous. In what will all this end? 
mil not men be constantly the fame? now» to 
arrive .at the fettlemeqt of this pointy the way 
is plain before us. 

JFirft, we may reft allured that the legisla- 
tion, morals, and çuftoms maintain fuch ah 
empire over the pallions, that they may give 
rife to infinite differences in the focial ftate ; 

.and 
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and as ihtfc differences tan never be found 
but between two principal pointy the good, 
and the evil, it is very certain that legiflati- 
on and rfiorals may render men either more, 
or Ids happy. But this is an article on which 
there can be no occafum to expatiate* as* 
here, our labours have been forcftalled 
by very celebrated authors, amortgft whofti 
t*6(d) have fee this matter in th* ckarcft 
light. Secondly, it remained for us to prove 
the thing by the fe&, that is, to aifure our- 
fclves that if mankind had not already made 
a great progrefs in true polity, no confe- 
qaence could be drawn Ôom it, in favour of 
the future * becaufe it is evident, not only 
that they have generally negkded dûs ob* 
jeft, but that evert when they have payed 
feme attention to k, they have been far from 
choofing the beft means towards the attain* 
ment of it. It is to thefe confutations that 
We have been more particularly attached* 

They 
1 ■ "* 

(d) Prefident de Montef^ilieu, in his E/prit dès kix % 
and Mr. Helvetia, in Ins boek D* VEffriu The làd 
atttkarcUed at Pins xa December 1771. His eukgimm 
hath been lately publiihed, to which, as to a beautiful, 
but not an heightened pi&ureof one of the nohltft works 
9/ God, the reader mail feel a pleafure in referring. K. 
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They, have induced u& to coljeft. together thé 
moft probable materials, relating to ancient 
governments, which hiftory hath tranfmitted 
to us. We have met only with obfturities 
and contradi&ions, in "-the few informations 
handed down to us, i. concerning the old mo- 
narchies* fuch 'as thé monarchies of -the 
^Egyptians, the Afiyrians, the Medes, &c 
but we were at . no lofs tb difcover that def- 
potifip and fuperftition reigned very gene- 
rally during the firft ages of the world. Now* 
as all authority, which . is not exercifed fot 
the welfare of the , whole, can only have 
been founded on force, and impofture, we 
vrete not aftonifhed to find robbery, and 
ufurpation appearing with the firft kings, and 
propagating themfelves with the firft people. 
Paffmg/rpm hence, to , the çftabliihmçnt of 
thé tppft ancient republics, we have difcover- 
ed that the fpirit of ambition and. jealpufy 
had' but; too coqfiderable an influence over 
their legiflation; and if" fome of thefe have 
appeared limited to defence, and prefervation, 
there is reafon to fuppofe that they founded 
this defence and this prefervation on violent 
means, means only proportional to that forced 
ftate, in which they fprang up. In fa€t, 

whilft 
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\vhilft thefe different governments were at- 
tended with fome momentary, fyccefies, and 
whilft it happened that moral and phyfical 
caufes multiplied men in fome places, ar^l 
under fome eftablifhmçnts, , it app<eared that 
the lcgiflations were fp little able tq bear witft 
thefe unexpeçled advantages, ,that it became 
neceflary to difperfe the increafing population, 
and to found new colonies, Npw, thefe co* 
lonies being only able to fettle in.defartcoun- 
tries, or regions inhabited by unpoïilhçd 
people, .nerç relations of fuperiority were^ip- 
troduced, crxifting in faft, but more exag- 
gerated by opinion, all which contributed 
farther tp remove the re- union of the people, 
fource of «very focial vertue ; fo that man- 
kind perceived themfelves divided into three 
claflès which feemed to weigh down each 
other-, numerous, and ancient nations in fub- 
je&ion to monarchs 5 aftiv.e and ambitious 
republics tending towards their aggrandize- 
-ment; and favage, and untutored peoplç, 
who concealed themfelves in the woods, from 
whence they never ifliied but in fwarrns r or 
made themfelves known but by invafions.^ 

In this ftate of things, it became difficult 
for true morality and found pqlity either to 

Vol. If. B b fpring 



368 AN .ESSAY ON ; 

They. have induced us to colleft. together the 
moil probable materials, relating to ancient 
governments, which hiftoty hath tranfmitted 
to us. We have met only with obfeurities 
and; contradictions, in : the few in^onhations 
handed down to us,. "concerning the old mo- 
narchies* fuch *as the monarchies of -the 
^Egyptians, the Aflyrians, the Medes, &c. 
but we were at . no lofs tb difcover thajt de£ 
potifrn and fuperftition reigned very gene- 
rally during the firft ages of the world. Now, 
as att authority, which is not exercifed £ot 
the welfare of the , whole, can only have 
been founded on force, and impofture, we 
we*e not. aftonifhed to find robbery, and 
ufurpation appearing with the firft kings, and 
propagating themfelves with the firft. people. 
FaffmgiVwn hence, to the e ; ftabjiifhmçnt of 
the .mpfl. ancient republic, we have difcover- 
ed that the fpirit of aipbition and. jealpufy 
had' but, too coqfiderable an influence over 
their; legiflation ; and if" fome of thefe have 
appeared limited to defence, and prefervation, 
there is reafon to fuppofe that they founded 
this defence and this prefervation on violent 
means, means only proportional to that forced 
ftate, in which they fprang up. In faft, 

whilft 



PVBJ-IC HAPPINESS. 369 

\vhilft thefe different governments were at- 
tended with fome momentary, fqccefies, and 
whilft it- happened that moral and phyfical 
caufes multiplied men in fome places, ai^A 
under fome eftablifhmçnts, , it app^ared that 
the lcgiflations were fp little able tq bear witft 
thefe unexpeçled advantages, ,that it became 
neceflary to.difperfe the increafingpopulatiQn, 
and to found new colonies. Now, thefe co* 
lonies being only able to fettle in .defart coun- 
tries, or regions inhabited by unpoïilhçd 
people,, nerç relations of fyperiority wpre^ip- 
troduced, crxifting in faft, but more exag- 
gerated by opinion, all which contributed 
farther to remove the re- union of the peopje, 
fource of every facial vertue ; fo that man- 
kind perceived themfelves divided into three 
clafiès which feemed to weigh down each 
other-, numerous, and ancient nations in fub- 
je&ion to monarchs 5 aftiv.e and ambitious 
republics tending towards their aggrandize- 
ment; and favage, and untutored peoplç, 
who concealed themfelves in the woods, froti) 
whence they never iflued but in fwarrns, or 

made themfelves known but by invasions., % 

• * • • • - - -* ' 

In this ftate of things, it became difficult 

for true morality and found pqlity either to 
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They, have induced us tQ.colleft. together the 
moft probable materials, relating to ancient 
governments, which hiftory hath tranfmitted 
to us. We have met only with obfcurities 
and.contradi&ions, in : the few tntorthations 
handed down to us,.. concerning the old mo- 
hatch ics y \ fuch 'as thé monarchies of -the 
^Egyptians, the Afiyrians, the Medes, &c« 
but we were at . no lofs to difcover thajt de£ 
potifçi and fuperftttion reigned very gene- 
rally during the firft ages of the world. Now, 
as alt authority, which . is not exercifed fot 
the welfare of the . whole, can only have 
been founded on force, and impofture, we 
we*e not. aftonifhed to find robbery, and 
ufurpation appearing with the firft kings, aod 
propagating themfelves with the firft. people. 
Faffing /row hence, to , the çftabWhmçrrt of 
the tppfl. ancient republic, we have difcover- 
ed that the fpirit of ambition and, jealpufy 
had' but; too coqfiderable an influence over 
their legiflation ; and if" fome of thefe have 
appeared limited to defence, and prefervation, 
there is reafon to fuppofe that they founded 
this defence and this prefervation on violent 
means, means only proportional to that forced 
ftate, in which they fprang up. In faft, 

whilft 
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whilft thefe different governments were at- 
tended with fome momentary, ftjccefles, and 
whilft it happened that moral and phyfical 
caufes multiplied men in fome places, aiyl 
under- fome eftablifhmçnts, , it appeared that 
the lcgiflations were fp little .able tp bear yiith 
thefe unexpeçied advantage?, ,that it became 
neceflary to difperfe the increafingpopulatiQn, 
and to found new colonies. Now, theiè co* 
lonies being only able to fettle in^defartcoun- 
tries, or regions inhabited by unpoïilhçd 
people, ..nerç relations of fqpçriority wp reap- 
troduced, «cifting in faft, but more exag- 
gerated by opinion, all which contributed 
farther tp remove the re : union of the; people, 
fource of every focial vertue j fo that man- 
kind perceived themfelves divided into three 
claflès which feemed to weigh down each 
other j numerous, and anciçnt nations in fub- 
je&ion to mpnarchs ; aftiv.e and ambitious 
republics tending towards their aggrandize- 
ment; and favage, and untutored peoplç, 
who concealed themfelves in the woods, froti) 
whence they never ifliied but in fwarms, or 
made themfelves known but by ijîvafion$. c . 

In this ftate of things, it became difficult 
for true morality and found pqlity either to 

Vol. If. B b fpring 
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They, have induced us to coljeft. together tta 
moft probable materials, relating to ancient 
governments, which hiftory hath tranfmitted 
to us. We have met only with obfturities 
and; contradictions, in : the few itrfofihàtions 
handed down to us,". concerning the old mo- 
narchies*, fuch 'as thé monarchies of -the 
^Egyptians, the Afiyrians, the Mcdes, &c 
but we were at . no lofs to difcover that de£ 
potifm and fuperftition reigned very gene- 
rally during the firft ages of the world. Now, 
as all authority, which . is not exercifed £ot 
the welfare of the . whole, can only have 
been founded on force, and impofture, we 
wtre not aftonifhed to find robbery, and 
ufurpation appearing with the firft kings, aod 
propagating themfelves with the firft. people* 
Faffing iïpm hence, to. the çftablilhmçnt of 
thé ippft ancien* republics, we have difcover- 
ed that the fpirit of ambition and jealpufy 
had' but; too coqfiderable an influence over 
their; legiflation ; and if fome of thefe have 
appeared limited to defence, and prefervation, 
there is reafon to fuppofe that they founded 
this defence and this prefervation on violent 
means, means only proportional to that forced 
ftate, in which tHey fprang up. In faft, 

whilft 
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whilft thefe different governments were at- 
tended with fome momentary» fijccefies, and 
whilft it happened that moral and phyfical 
caufes multiplied men in fome places, ai^d 
under- fome eftablifhmçnts, , it appeared that 
the lcgiflations were fp little .able tp bear witft 
thefe unexpected advantages, that it became 
neceflary to difperfe the increafing population, 
^nd to found new colonies. Now, thefe co* 
lonies being only able to fettle in .defart coun- 
tries, or regions inhabited by unpoïifhçd 
people, ..nerç rçlatipns of fqpçriority were^ip- 
troduced, «rxifting in faft, but more exag r 
gerated by opinion, all which contributed 
farther to remove the re- union of the people, 
fource of every focial vertue ; fo that man- 
kind perceiv.ed themfelves divided into three 
clafiès which feemed to weigh down each 
other-, numerous, and ancient nations in fub- 
je&ion to monarchs ; aftiv.e and ambitious 
republics tending towards their aggrandize- 
ment; and favage, and untutored peoplç, 
who concealed themfelves in the woods from 
whence they never iflued but in fwarms, or 
made themfelves known but by invafion^ , 

In this ftate of things, it became difficult 
for true morality and found pqlity either. to 

Vol. II. B b fpring 



3 68 AN , ESSAY ON . 

They, have induced us tQ.colJeft. together the 
moft probable materials, relating to ancient 
governments, which hiftoty hath tranfmitted 
to us. We have met only with obfturities 
and; contradictions, in : the few initiations 
handed down to us,.. concerning the old mo- 
narchies* fuch 'as the monarchies of -the 
^Egyptians, the Affyrians, the Medes, &c« 
bur we were at . no lofs to difcover that de£ 
potifrn and fuperftition reigned very gene- 
rally during the firft ages of the world* Now, 
as all authority, which . is not exercifed for 
the welfare of the . whole, can only have 
been founded on force, and impofture, we 
vmt . not. aftonifhed to find robbery, and 
ufurpation appearing with the firft kings, and 
propagating themfelves with the firft people* 
Faffing/rwiï hence, to the e.ftabWhmçnt of 
the tppft ancient republics, we have difcover- 
ed that the fpirit of ambition and, jealpufy 
had* but; too coqfiderable an influence over 
their; legiflation ; and if" fome of thefe have 
appeared limited to defence, and prefervation, 
tfyere is ïeafori to fuppofe that they founded 
this defence and this prefervation on violent 
means, means only proportional to that forced 
ftate, in which tHey fprang up. In fa£t, 

whilft 
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whilft thefe different governments were at- 
tended with fome momentary, fuccefies, and 
whilft it happened that moral and phyfical 
caufes multiplied men in fome places, ar^l 
pnder fome eftablifhments, , it appeared that 
the lcgi dations were fp little able tq bear witft 
thefe unexpeçied advantage?, ,that it became 
neceflary to difperfc the increafing population, 
and to found new colonies. Now, thefe co* 
lonies being only able to fettle in ^defart coun- 
tries, or regions inhabited by unpoïifhçd 
people,. new relations of fqperiority were^ip- 
troduced» txifting in fkft, but more exag T 
gerated by opinion, all which contributed 
farther tp remove the re- union. of thepeopje, 
fource of every foqal vertue ; fo that man- 
kind perceived themfelves divided into three 
clafiès which feemed to weigh down each 
other-, numerous, and ancient nations in fub- 
je&ion to monarchs 5 aftiv.e and ambitious 
republics tending towards their aggrandize- 
ment; and favage, and untutored people, 
who concealed themfelves in the woods, from 
whence they never ifliied but in fwarms, or 
made themfelves known but by invafions^ , 

In this ftate of things, it became difficult 
for true morality and found pqlity either to 

Vol. If. B b fpring 
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They, have induced us to.coljeft. together the 
moft probable materials, relating to ancient 
governments, which hiftory hath tranfmitted 
to us. We have met only with obfcurities 
and: contradictions, in -the few idWihations 
handed down to us, .concerning the old mo- 
narchies^ fuch 'as the monarchies of the 
^Egyptians, the Afiyrians, the Medes, &c« 
but we were at . no lofs to difcover that de£ 
potifm and fuperftition reigned very gene- 
rally during the firft ages of the world. Now* 
as aU authority, which is not exercifed fot 
the welfare of the . whole, can only have 
been founded on force* and impofture, we 
were not. aftonifhed to find robbery, and 
ufurpation appearing with the firft kings, and 
propagating themfelves with the firft. people* 
Faffing ftpfli hence, to. the eftablilhmçnt of 
thé .mpd ancient republics, we have difcover- 
ed that the fpirit of ambition and. jealpufy 
had* but, too coqfiderable an influence over 
their iegiflation ; and if" fome of thefe have 
appeared limited to defence, and prefervation, 
there is reafon to fuppofe that they founded 
this defence and this prefervation on violent 
means, means only proportional to that forced 
ftate, in which they Iprang up. In faft, 

whilft 
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\vhilft thefe different governments were at- 
tended with fome momentary* fqccefies, and 
whilft it- happened that moral and phyfical 
caufes multiplied men in fome places, ar^l 
vnder fome eftablifhmçnts, , it appeared that 
the lcgiflations were fp little able tp bear witft 
thefe vinexpeçled advantage?, ,that it became 
neceflary to.difperfe the increafingpopulatiQn, 
and to found new colonies. Now, thefe co* 
lonies being only able to fettle in t defart coun- 
tries, or regions inhabited by unpolifhed 
people,. ne rç relations of .fypcriority were u ip : 
troduced, txifting in faft, but more exag- 
gerated by opinion, all which contributed 
farther tp remove the re- union of thepeopje, 
fource of every focial vertue ; fo that man- 
kind perceived themfelves divided into three 
claflès which feemed to weigh down each 
other \ numerous, and anciçnt nations in fub- 
jettion to monarchs 5 a&ivje and ambitious 
republics tending towards their aggrandize- 
ment; and favage, and untutored pepplç, 
who concealed themfelves in the woods, from 
whence they never ifliied but in fwarms, or 
made themfelves known but by iiivafions. c 

In this ftate of things, it became difficult 
for true morality and found polity either to 

Vol. II. Bb fpring 
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fpring up, or to propagate themfelvcs. It il 
not to be expe&ed that felf-intcreft will fearcH 
after by-paths, when it can meet with Ihortef 
4nd more eafy roads. Mankind were al- 
ready acquainted with riches, and all the 
other advantages of civil life. There was nô 
interval between the defire of pofiêffing, and 
the inclination to invade. In this quarter, 
gold was found ; in that quarter, were ivory 
and perfumes. It was the bufinefs of force 
to acquire thefe treafures, for whteh induftry 
had prepared no exchange. Foreigners were 
called Barbarians. Nothing more was want- 
ing to autHorife a feifcUre of their poflèffions, 
whtfft the owners were reduced to captivity. 
Agriculture, and the arts, offered more eafy 
enjoyments, yet ftill it was by the labour of 
(laves that thefe were to be procured. In 
Ihort, if, at that period, man had been ftrip- 
ped of the power of opprefling man, he 
Would have felt himfelf as destitute, as he 
muft be, in our times, were he deprived of 
the affiftance of domeftic animals. 

We need not proceed any farther ; and, if 
the' reader hath hitherto been pleafed to fol- 
low us, he muft; undoubtedly have antici- 
pated our intention of preffing forward to 

one 
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one great, and general principle : and this is, 
that before a Tingle legiflation every way fuit- 
able to them, can be cftabtiftied amongft 
mankind^ the firft ftep muft be to affimilate 
them. Wé beg leave to unfold this idea. 

Whilft the knowledge of the enlightened 
ages was imperfeét, and confined within a 
narrow compafs, and whilft the world con* 
tained only a fmall number of enlightened 
ages, ambition» and the fpirit of conqueft 
iriuft have prevailed exchifively over every 
other principle* At Sparta, they were en- 
tirely engaged in concerting meaftrres for the 
ruin of Athens. At Syracufe; they were 
bufied in forming plans for the deftru&ion 
of Carthage $ and fo on. To triumph over 
fome few rivals, was triumphing c>ver the 
whole world. Rome held out the examples 
victorious ôvér Carthage, fhc conquered 
Greece, and afterwards all the nations which 
were, at that time, known. Let us fiappofè 
that two individuals at Saint Domingo were 
to contend for an habitation; he who had 
gained the battle would remain upon the 
fpot, by this fingle circumftance, rendered 
the matter of a thoufend negroes. Now, 
What hath eftablifhed, during every period; 
Bb 2 fo 
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fo great a difference between man, and man, 
between nation, and nation ? it is ignorance, 
;or rather error -, truth is one, but error is in- 
finitely varied. Error is reproduced under a 
thouiand different forms, and, above all, can 
modify humanity through every poffible de- 
gree of debafcment and degradation. To 
-the light itfelf, therefore, to true philofophy 
belongs, the power of changing the lot of 
men ; and if, after all which hath been ob- 
served relatively to this fubjeét, a doubt 
Ihould ftill remain, let the effeô* .produced 
:by the two fole.events which feemed to point 
•towards thrt end, be particularly examined. 
I mean the re-union of nearly all the known 
world, under .the Roman empire, and the 
aftonifhing propagation of chriftianity, which 
happened about the fame time. Why did 
not fo many people, fubjeft to the power of 
*he;Caefars, and exifting under the fame laws, 
Jive, I will not fay as brethren,- but only as 
beings of the fame fpecies ? it was becaufe, 
on the one hand, truth was not feated on the 
throne i and # beçaufe, on the other hand, 
there ftill remained too many barbarous na- 
tions, through the darknefs of which, truth 
had not as yet been able to penetrate. Why 

did 
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did not chriftianity diffufe amongfl mankind^ 
an uniform and general fyftem of morality!?/ 
it was becaufe, whatsoever .might have been; 
tfce fpirit which prefided oyer, its eftabltfh- 
ment, a blind. paffion, a fordid. intereft, and' 
odious rivalries, followed it» and even f guided > 
its progrefs. Its morality foon difappeared 
under its. multiplied dogmata \. and this mo- 
rality itfelf was never extended to all the dif- 
ferent relations of man, in his foetal ca- 
pacity. 

. And yet chriftianity did rtot fail to draw 
its profeflors nearer to each other-, and to- 
wards the fifteenth, century, when the people» 
wearied out by fuperftitions, and eager after 
truths, began to reckon a little with the 
priefthood, it could not hâve been known 
what would have happened in Europe, if 
the difcovery.of a new world had not retard- 
ed the progrefs of this dawning reâfon* 
Then all relapfed into the disorders of ancient 
times. Immenfe countries, weak, and ig- 
norant people were as baits to the ambition 
of maritime nations », and thus it is, that 
men return to their firft propenfity, the de- 
fire of invading, and of obtaining all by- via* 
knoe, .rather than by labour, Defpotifm ? 
Bb 3 and 
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and an intolerance grew rich in the moment 
when they ceafed to be ftrong; thus, the 
progrefs of humanity was impeded. 

You, who live, and, efpecially, you, who 
begin to live near the clofe of. the eighteenth 
century, congratulate yourfelves on finding 
America peopled from pole, to pole, with 
European nations. Congratulate yourfelves. 
en perceiving the excellent conftttution of 
Great-Britain reproducing itfelf over a fpace 
of more than eight hundred leagues of coafts. 
Rejoice that a Czar Peter, an Elizabeth, a 
Catherine have at leaft begun to civilize thofe 
northern countries, from which the enemies 
of the earth, in former times, ruftied forth. 
You will lament, as I do, but, probably, you 
will not always lament that a fpirit of avarice, 
and exclufion fhould have debarred the moft 
fertile fhores of Afia from the advantages of 
foçiety, and from the leaft portion of the 
profperity of, Europe. You will, doubtlefs, 
demand that, through the favorable afliftance 
of the numerous eftablifhments, to which 
commerce h^th given rife, felicity, (if I may 
ufe the expreffion) be made to encompafs all 
thofe vaft parts of the world which are ftill 
barbarous, ftitt too far removed from per- 
fection, 
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feftion, in order that fenfiblç minds may bo 
induced to defire a longer life, if it bç truç 
that fenfible minds can cherifli life. How- 
foever wicked, howfoever corrupted we may 
be, we love our kind, our likenefs. We love 
our likenefs becaufe we love ourfelves. There 
cannot be a more juft expreffion, were it well 
underftoodé we love all which is identical 
with ourfelves, all which calls us home to our- 
felves; and by this word likenefs^ muft be 
underftood whatfoever refembles us in fea* 
tures, manners, cuftoms, and even in an* 
guage. Aflimilate mankind, therefore, and 
you make them friends. But, above all, en* 
deavour to afiïmilate them by their opinions. 
Whilft we fix the bounds of our underftand* 
ing, let us contract the field of error. The 
neceflaries of the mind are fcarcely more ex- 
tenfive than the neceflaries of the body* Let 
us learn to know, and to be ignorant : in 
particular, let us fear the màrvçllous, and 
even the fublime. Pbilofbphers ! Preachers ! 
Moralifts ! rather employ your talents in form- 
ing a people of honeft men, than a fmall 
number of heroes -, and whatfoever may be 
the fource of our vertues, lçt us believe that 
all which tends to multiply men within the 
6b 4 nations, 
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Dations, and rich crops, over the furface of 
the earth, is good in itfelf, is good from in- 
trinfic excellence, and preferable to all which 

appears valuable in the eyes of prejudice. (0 

»''■> . ■ ■ ■ ■ » ■»'■■■ '■ ■' » ■ ■ 

(e) We rauû not conceal from the reader, that the 
celebrated Muratori pu blifhed, about twenty years fince, 
a work entitled Delia publico félicita* We were ignorant 
cdf it ourfelves, when engaged in the tlork which we 
offer to the public; and are now happy in paying this 
tribute of applaufe to the Italian author, who favours 
us with feveral very judicious reflections on different 
fubje&s in morality and politics. We muft, at the 
&m£ time, obferve that his plan hath no connection 
with ours, as he treats this matter dogmatically, whilft 
we have almoft conftantly confined ourfelves within 
hiflorical difcuffions and fimple obfervations . 

' * A French tranjiation of this work was lately puhlijbed 
at Lyons, to which -was prefixed the life of Muratori x writte* 
hj his çepbew. K. 
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In Chapter I. page 9. line 4. Dollandus is men* 
tioned ; the paflage mould run exactly thus : " like the 
*' aftronomers, before the difcovery of Dollond,* they. 
" made ufe of glafles, which did not carry to a fuffi- 
" cient diftance." 

* " See alfo two articles in the fixty- fécond volume 
" of the ^philofophical tranfaclions. The title of the* 
•* flrft article is, a letter from Mr, Peter Dollond, to 
•* Nevil Majkelyne, F. R. S. and aftronomer royal, de- 
" fcribing J'ome additions and alterations made to Hadkfs 
" quadrant ', to render it more ferviceable at fea*" The 
title of the fécond article is,. " Remarks on Hadlefs 
" quadrant j tending principally to remove the difficulties 
" that have hitherto attended the ufe of the back obfervatï- 
" on, and to obviate the errors that might arife from as 
" tvant of parallelifm, in the t<wo furfaces of the index 
" glafs; by NevilMaJkelyne, F. R. S. aftronomer royal." K. 

Chapter II. page 89. line 4. The modern philofo-, 
phcr is Monfieur Helved us. 

Chapter III. page 1 16. line io. When the Ottomans, 
and with ? them barbarifm took pofTeflion of Greece, 
Andrew John Lafcaris fled to the fanctuary of learned 
men, the honfe of Laurence de Medicis. This illuftri- 
ous Florentine, bùfied- in forming a library, fent him 
twice to Conftantiftopte,' ih feareh of manuscripts. At 
.his return, Lewis the twelfth invited him to Paris, from 
whence he repaired to Venice, in the character of am- 
baffador,^ and acquitted himfelffo ill, -that it was ob- 
ferved how much better calculated he was for a libra- 
rian, than a minifler of ftate. He died of the gout, 
in his ninetieth year. His grammar» publifhed in 
1476, at Milan, was the firil book printed in the Greek' 
language. (See Mattaire Annales Typographic^ torn. 1 . 
p. izz.) Dante, and Petrarch died foine years before 
Lafcaris was born. K. 

Hernonymus 
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Hcmonymus Spartanus, another fugitive Greek, was 
received into France, by Lewis the eleventh, concern- 
ing whofe regard for literature, Naude complains, and 
perhaps with juftice, that hiftorians have been too iilent. 
Gregorius Typhernas, Tranquillus Androniccs, and 
iiernonymus were the corre&ors of the prefs, and the 
' great promoters of the Greek language at Paris. Yet 
thefe had been preceded by men of luperior eminence 
in polite learning, and Dante, and Petrarch had ter* 
jninated a glorious career, whtn the Grecian empire 
was overthrown by the Barbarians. K. 

Chapter V. note (y) page 208. The reader may 
gather a vague idea of the it a ce of agriculture in Scot* 
land, at the beginning of the lait century, from the 
u Pemùleffe pilgrimage" of John Taylor, the water- 
poet, made thither in 161 8. If the writer hath not 
dealt in fiction, to compliment the native country of 
his royal patron, the paffage proves that North Britain 
was, in its lefs cultivated condition, widely different 
from a land of fmmi*$* . . • . . "I was credibly inform- 
" ed that within the compafle of one yeere, there was 
*$ fhipped away from that onely port of Leeth, four* 
" fcore thoufand boles of wheat, oates, and barley into 
" Spaine, France, and other forraine parts, and every 
" bole the meafure of foure Engl i {he oufhels ; fo that 
** from Leeth onely hath been tranfported three hundred 
" and twenty thoufand bufheis of come ; befides, fome 
«« hath been (hipped away from Saint Andrewes, from 
€t Dundee, Aberdeene, Difert, Kirkady, Kinghorne, 
" Burnt Hand, Dunbar, and other portable townes, 
** which makes me wonder that a kingdom* fo popuUu* 
*•' as it is f fhould neverthelefie fell fo much bread corne 
«' beyond the teas, and yet to have more than {efficient 
«f for themfelves." See Taylor's works, folio, 1630* 
page 130. 

" Chapter V. page 213. line 4. The following 
iiote, to which a marginal mark fhould fcave referred at 
the end of the words " happy people" nath*. through 
the negligence of the tranffator, been omitted in the 
body of the work. 

See in the tragedy of JEfchylut, entitled, the feven 
chiefs before TJbeles, a defcription of thofe calamities t<* 
which a conquered city is expofed. 

Mr, 
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Mr. Hume obfervcs (from Diodoru* Siculus, Rh. 18.) 
that when Alexander ordered all the exiles to be refiored 
throughout all the cities, it was found that the whole 
amounted to twenty thou/and men. And here I mull re- 
mark that this confederation may ferve to explain the 
reafon why in former ages the newly-eftablifhed cities 
became peopled in a fhorter fpace of time. In fad, the 
country was filled with baniihed perfons who knew not 
whither to flee for refuge : as fbon as ever an azylum 
was opened to them ; as Toon as ever they entertained 
the leaffc hopes of procuring in it the rights of citizens, 
rights which men torn free can never bear to lofe, they 
flocked to it from every quarter. It is Jthus that Rome 
became populous, and not in confequence either of the 
wifdom of her laws, or the perfection of her agriculture. 

Chapter VTIL page 277. line 6. The modern au- 
thor is the Prefident Montefquieu» 
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Achaia, when free,. 475. : - 

Advice to aIJ nations, 291, 29^ ,; „ 

Advocates for the good old time, remarks on, 88. 
Agio, what, note a 9 347. ^. 

Agriculture, the only remedy for the decay of it fought 
in prayers and procédons, 95, 96. A proof of 
the happinefs of the people, 180. State of it 
amongft the antients, 182. State of it in 
France,. 2531. ... 

Aguejfeauy Mr.' d', advances i on arbitrary principle, 
note /, 25. Short account of him, note k t 26, 27. 

Aix la Chapelle, peace of, 293. 

Alhtgenfes, fhôrt accourit-of the, note p. Si. 

Àlençon, duke d', afked of France by the Dutch for 
their, foyereign, 13c, -.,V 

/Ulodial property defcribeoY «#* *, 38* - 

Ambition, infatiahle, recalled to reafon in the hour of 

payment, 140.. . . . 
Anatomy-, its properties, 159. ■* . , •• . 

Ancus Martius, recalls the attention of the people ta 

agriculture, 189. 

Andrew of Hungary ftrangled by his wife, Joan of 
Naples,, note g, çç^ 

Antrufiionès, 
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ÂntruftiôWiy notée, 17. 

Archipelago iilands, when free, 175. 

Architecture, prefent Irate of, 163. 

Jricjio preceded by Lafcaris and Hernonymus, 1 16. 

Arragon, its dependent iituation, 178. 

Arragonians, their former ^privileges, note t, 178. De» 
prived of them by rhilip the fécond, ibid. 

Ana, fituation of the French and Englifh in that quar- 
ter, 295» 296. 

Afiaaunpr, when free, 175. 

Aflsdfiftation, at Rome, the conference of feving the 
lives of guilty citizens, 213. 

Jflr*a, aronwnce, thefubjeâof it> notée, 273, 

Athenio breaks open the Ergajiula, note h, 227* 

Anfreg*, what, notes, 17/. 

Attfbia, privileges of its fiâtes» 177. 

Axiom, a new, gains looting in Europe, 132* 

Bacon, lord, his humorous account of the philolbphy 
of the Greeks, note /> 121 4 Hi* obfervations 
concerning too extravagant an admiration of 
authors, note x, 12c. Trac*8 out the (bien ce of 
. . phyfics, 1 27. What may "be faid of him, ibid, 
His ingenious obfervation on the- fyllogiftical 
• * forms, and all logic, note g 9 149. The £W| 
who hath oppofed to this fpecious,, bu* abfurd 
method, invention, and theology, ibid. His 
great contempt fer the philofophy of thé cate- 
chifm, ibid» . . 4 His novum organum afb. 63» 
quoted* ibidi ,. 

Baillis, the nature of their office, notée, 56. j 

Barbarians, their legislation and origin eqùÎHy tra> 
known, 8. Their conqnelts cafy, 283 • 

Barbary, its fertility, notep, 199. 

Bayard, Chevalier de, "tfie knight without *W, aft! 
without reproach*" mort account of, note ** 91* 
92. 

Beafts, wifô, their decrfeafe a proof of population 
amongft the moderns, 231, 23a. 

Beau % 
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Seatt, Mr. le, fliort account of» note g, 23. 
Beaufort, Mr. de, exprefles his fentiments of the Pa- 
tricians with fingular freedom» note/, 194. 

Bellay, Mr. Je, author of the "Siege of Calais/* flfort 

account of note b, 93. 
Benedicli nes, one of the leaft burdenfome orders of 

Monies, 358- 
Beneficium, its lignification, note q, 36. 
Bernardines» one of the leaft bnrdenfome orders ot 

Monks» 358. 

Berri, too feverely taxed, 253, 

Bifbops uftrp 1 the right of paffing judgment in atf 
matters» 51. 

Blanch, the wife of Charles the fair» efcàpes ^heputtim- 
œent infli&ed on adultery, ty plead&g the 
nullity of her marriage*, &c. note i, 106. 

Boilean, his illiberal attack orf Perrault, note 7» 6 J.' ' 

Books are to difcotfffe wjjiat copperplates are to "pictures, 
150^ How judged» ibia\ . What they arrogate 
to themfelves» ibid.. The power which they 
exerçife» ibid. 

Boulainvilliers, count de, his writings enquired into» 10» 
&c. ihort account of him» mote i, 10* 

Boyards defcribcd, n*te m, 32. 

Brojffe, Peter de là, farfely accufes the wife of Saint 
Lewis» and is afterwards hanged» note b, 100. 

Brown» Do&of, Eftimate of the manners, and princi- 
ples of the times» written -by him» note i, 231 ; 
quoted» ibid. 

Brujfeî, Mr. de, his conjectures concerning the words 
fe-cd, beneficium and puedium, note f » 36. Th$ 
reafons on which he grounds his opinion that 
France was governed during more than three 
hundred years as one grand nef» note «,50. 

Buat, Mr.de, his " Origenes* referred to, 17, 
Buffbn, Mr. de, compared to Demofthenes, note i, 160. 
Buxney, Docïor, his «* Prefent ftate of Mufic," fcfc* 

commended» and referred to, notent, 163. 
Bufching» Doctor, afcribes the alteration in the govern* 

ment cf Aragon to Philip the fifth, notet, 178. 

Cxfar, 
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Caêfar, Julius, his commentaries quoted, 222, 223. 
" Calais, Siege of," the extraordinary fuccefs of this 
tragedy, note b, 93. 

Caligula, his wi(h, 283. 

Cailot probably borrowed models from Rabelais* note q 9 

107. 
Candia, the long fiege of, note /, 284, 285. 
Capitals, which are the moft advantageous, note d, 270* 
Carolina compared with Sparta, 179. s 

Carthaginians, tyrants over Spain, Sardinia, and Cor- 
fica, 175. 

Cafaubon, Ifaac, and Merle, by whom turned into ri- 
dicule, note u> 123. The obligations which 
they have conferred on the learned world, ibid. 

Caftellans defcribed, note m, 32. 

Cailile, its dependent Situation, 178. 

Catecjnfm, theftudy of it, a fource of diforders, 156- 

CtorU defcribed, note /, - 30. 

Cbantereauy Mr. de> his explanation of the word LeiuLt % 
note by 24. Short account of him, note i, 26. 
His conjectures concerning the words feod, be- 
nef ci urn, and pr&dium, note q 9 35. His advice to 
Lewis the thirteenth, after the defertion of his 
followers, note a, 49. 

Cbarlemagne digefied and amplified the laws enacted 
before his re£gn, note, a, 9. 

Charles of Anjou receives the inveftiture of Naples, 

and Sicily, note f, 98, 
Charles the fécond of England governed by the dutchefs 

of Portfmouth, 136; 

Cbatillon, Gaucher de > fhort account of, note a, ci. 
Chemiftry, its properties, 159, 160. . 

Chefterfïeld, earl of, his. fine, character of Monte/quieu, 

' noteb, 13. • 

Chivalry, remarks on, 107. The diflblute and incon- 

• fi dent character of its profeflbrs, 108, 109, no. 
ChoifeuU duke of, his diftniilîôn, note q x 309. 

Chrifiiaai 
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Chriflian the fécond of Denmark, his barbarity, 169 1 . 

Churches, reformed, the advantages attending their 
reparation, 167. 

Churchill, Mr. Charles, defcribes a land of famine» 
noie y y 208 • 

Cicero quoted, note k, 197. 

Çiteaux, abbé de, his barbarous advice at |he fiege of 
Bezsers, notep, 80. t 

Clairault, Mr. fhort account of, notât, 158. 

■Clement, Jaques, who, note/, 275, 276. 

Clovis, his adventure with a Sicambrian foldier con- 
cerning a vafè, noter, 37. 

dab, explanation of the word, noten, 72. 

Cœur, Jaques, fhort account of him, note t, 84. Ill 

requited for introducing a fpirit of commerce in 

France, 85. 
Colombiere, Mr. de, his bigotted account of Simon de 

Mont fort , note p, 80. 
Colonies, EnglUh, and the Mother- Country, con- 

fequence of the difputes between them, 295. 

Columbus, the ufes which he made of his difcoveries 
and conqueftf, 32. 

Columella quoted, notes u, 182, x, 183, jr, 184, b, 196, 
7,198, m, 198, 0, 199, and £, 202. 

Commerce, what would have been its fituation under 
fome particular circumftances, 137. The ex- 
tension of it by every mean impolitic and unjufr, 
279. Compared to a galley-Have, notep, 306» 

Commons, divifions of, note I, 291. 

Compafs, the advantages attending its invention, 132* 

Conclufion of this work, 366, tffc. tffr. 

Conradin, duke of Swabia, taken prifoner, and exe- 
cuted at Naples, note/, 99. His gallant con- 
duct on the fcaftbld, ibid. 

Controyerfy, the efFefts. of its flame, 168. 

Corn, advantages arifing from its exportation, 245. 

Cortex, Fernando, finds the féodal government eftablifh- 
ed at Mexico, note p, 34. The ufes which he made 
of his difcoveries and conquefts, 132. 
Vol. II. v C c Cou<y, 
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Cm?, Enguirramd de 9 flioit account of t% note a, 91* 

Counts detained nateg, 23. 

Crufadcs, the paffion for them becomes epidemical, 79. 

Carrent fpeeies of a nation to be employed in a final} 
portion, 270. 

D. 

D'Alembert, Mr. account of, note 1, 157. 
Dante precedes Lafcaris and Hernonymus, 1 16. 

D* A vaux, Count, his négociations quoted,* 3 |f, 316. 
His family, nete r, fad. 

Denmark mildly governed, qote g. 173, 

Depopulation the moft eaûjy repaired after plagues, 

, r ncfes, 246. 

P*fm**t* Mr. his difcovery, 160. 

Deferter, Pruffian, his reply to a queftion from his fo- 
. .. vereign, note r, 38. • • 

Defpotifm, its tyrannical exertions over the under/land- 
. . , , iog at the revival «of literature, 167. 

Diâianary, the biographical, referred to for an ac- 
. : : count of Moniefquisu x note b, 14. 

Dinan, the dreadful florin of, note.d, 95. 

v Dru54s ayerfe from war, 233, 224. 

Dubos, Abbé, hfe writings enquired into/ 10, fefr. 

Short account of him, note b> 1 1. Proves that 

the government was hot the fame amongft all the 

German tribes, note a\ 18. His. opinion con- 

: earning the government of the Brands,: 25. 

Ducange, Mr. writes the " Gloflaixe de la balle lari- 
,. nite," 36. His account of the population qf 
France, note t, 249. 

Ducks, Mr. de, writes the life of Lewis the eleventh, 
note c, 95 • 

Dukes defcribed, noieg, 23. 

Durfé, fhort account of, note e, 373, 274. # His ro- 
mance, ibid. 

E. 
Ea&ern empire, its fttbveruon a fecondary caufe of the 
revival of literature, 120. 

Egypt* 
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Egypt, its fertility, natep, 199. 

Electricity, its efFefts, ^161. 

Encyclopédie y its character, note i, 158, notent 166. 

England, the happy confequences of its inte&ne com- 
motions, 59. Its constitution enquired into, 61» 
fcJV. What compared to, 65. Enjoyed fooner 
than Prance, the advantages of commerce and 
agriculture, note u> 86. State of it under Mary 
and Philip the fécond, 1 70. Its happy advan- 
tages over other nations, note y ; 256. Number 
- of its inhabitants, note y , 25 6* 257. Its natio- 
nal debt, note fc, 335. Its advantages, 338» 

Englifh, the low condition of their fleets and armies» 
under Charles the fécond» 136. Perceive that 
they jwaAe their treafure in endeavouring to pull 
down the Grand Monarque* 140. Their lobour- 
ers earn, mpie than the Scotch labourers» 260* 
note a* 261. Their country people well clad, 
262, 263. Melancholy aqd difcontented, 264» 
How liable to lofe their ppfTeffions in Bengal» 
296, note n, 297. Their exclusive fpirit in, 
matters of commerce, 291. Which are their 
realminçs, ibid, 

Epimenides, his wakening unlike the. wakçning of phi- 
lofophy, 75, , 

Bpkus under regal. authority, 175* 

Erafinus, 75. 

Eunus breaks open the Ergaftula, note h> 227. 

Expilly, Abbey calculates the increafe of population in 
France, from the plague in 1720, 209. En- 
quires into the population of France, note q> 
241. 242* 

F. 

Fencers, good, Auftrian and Pruffian troops compared 

to them, 297, 298. 
Fe-od improperly tranflated, note q , 35, 
Féodal government, a ftriking inftance of it (till exift- 

ing». note o> 33. 
Fidèles defcribed, note c 9 17. 

C c 2 Florence» 



INDEX. 

Florence, it* peculiar good fortune, 118. A ntW 
Athens, but exceeding it, ibid. 

Floras quoted, xm// £, 227. 

Flour, exorbitant price .of it, note b, 262. Affize on 
it to redrefs the neceffities of the poor, 263. 

Fogs and clouds, how caufed, note q 9 203. 

Fontenelh, Mr. de, his " dialogues des mort*," referred 
to, note/, 147. 

Forman, Mr. tranflates the account of the ancient par- 
liaments of Paris by Boulainvilhers, note b, 10. 

Founders, an tient, of monafleries, how worfe than 
the Egyptians, 368. 

France, new forms creep into its ancient conftitution, 
60. Its constitution farther enquired into, 66, 
&c. Its monarchy eftablifhed by war, feems to 
have been devoted to a perpetual war, 77, lac. 
When only it may be faid to have enjoyed a real 
date of peace, 8^. Always the leait dependent 
on Rome, 171. Privileges of its provinces, 178* 

Francis the firft of France, his fine capitulation, 72, 
His character, 103. His attachment to Clement 
Marot, 105. The diforder of which he died, 
note pj rc>6. 

Franks, their ridiculous laws, note u 9 41. 

Franklin, Dottor, compared to Prometheus, 161. 
Highly complimented by Signor Beccaria, note /, 
161. 

Fredum defcribed, note /, .40. 

French, the, perceive that they purchafe the glory of 
their monarchs at too dear a price, 140. In 
what refpedls happy, 277. 



Çaillard, Mr. de> his fine character of Saint Lewis r4 

ferredto, note q , 81. Author of two excellent 

performances, notent, 103* 
Garafe, a Jefuit, infults the memory of Pafquier, 

note m, 68. 
Gamier* Abbé t his opinion concerning the Franks, 

note c, 18. 
•' * Gazette 
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Gazette littéraire commended, note m , 237. 

Geometry, mifapplication of the term, note b, 156S 157. 

German empire» advantages enjoyed by its free cities, 
1 74. Miferable condition of its little fiâtes, 25 2. 

Germany, description of its courts and princes, 46. 
Its conftitution enquired into, 60. A great part 
of it prefcribes limits to the power of Charles 
the fifth, 1 69. Shakes off the yoke of the Pope, 
and Ferdinand the fécond, ibid. Its fiâtes little 
inclined to attack each other, 297. * 

Glory, intoxication of, recalled to reafon in the hour 
of payment, 140. 

Gold and filver the real monarchs of Europe, 133. 

Government, féodal, remarks on the, 1, &c. À 
finking inftance of it in Ukraine, note 0, 33. 
And amongft the Timariets, note /, 34. 

Granvelle, Cardinal, the caufe of an important revo- 
lution, 169. 

Grapes did not ripen north of the Cevennes, note a f 
201, 202. 

Graphions defcribcd, note g, 22. 

Greece compared with the Dutch and Helvetic con- 
federacies, 174. 

Greeks, the, might have fucceeded in letters and arts, 
without having improved their fyftem of politics, 
147. Continually tormented by exterior and 
civil wars, ibid. Vanity their general principle, 
ibid. On what occafion*they could not drink , 
out of the cup of glory without being intoxi- 
cated, 148. firing their language all at once 
to perfe&ion, ibid. An inconvenience refulting 
from it, ibid. 

Gretry, Mr. a celebrated French mufician, his cha- 
racter, note m, 164. 

Gronovius, by whom turned into ridicule, note u, 123. 
The obligations which he hath conferred on the 
learned world, ibid. 

Gt/erin, his barbarities and fate, note n 9 104. 

Guflavus eftablifhes civil and religious liberty in Sweden, 
169. 

C c 3 Hearth* 



INDEX. 

H. 

Hearth-money, tax of it, defcribed, 247, 13c. 
Jùfoetius, Mr. .'his Cfdogtum referred to, note d 9 367. 
Htnoult, Prefident, kis opinion concerning the autho- 
rity of the kings» and the origin of the nobi- 
*lity> nfitei 9 2$. Short account of him, notek, 28. 

Henry the fourth, his method of railing the fupplies 
for carrying on the Spanilh war, 43. Quçftion 
arifing from the fuppofition of his having been 
beaten by. Alexander of Parma, 134. Encou- 
rages toleration, 171. Amaffes great treafures, 

341* 342* 
Herbert, Mr. writes on the freedom of the corn trade» 
note by zyg. 

Hernonymus preceded by Dante, and Petrarch, 116. 

Herodotus, his calculations contradictory and extra* 
vagant, 216. 

Heïïè prefcribes- limits to the power of Charles the 

fifth, 169. 
Hetman defcribed, note 0, 33, 
Hogarth, Mr. a comparifon drawn from the fubje& of 

one of his prints, 172, 
Holland, why enjoying a fret government, 176. 
Hollanders get poffeffion of that gold with which it was 

intended to accomplifh their flavery, 133. How 

they lavifti it ayay, ibid. Afk a fovereign from 

France, 135, 

Hooke, Mr. exprefles his fentiments concerning the 
Patricians with fingular freedom, 194. 

Horace quoted, note y -, 86. 

Horatius Codes, noted* 191. 

Human underftanding, parallel between its progrefs, 
and the method of inftruction purfuèd in fchools, 
- 52, &c. 

Hume, Mr. his account of the Serfs of the Anglo- 
Saxons, note f * 20. Referred to, and commend* 
ed as an hiftorian, 28. His remarks on the fub* 
je& of infeoffments, note «,,51. Referred to, 
note b 9 63. Mentions a law enacled by Athel- 

ftan, 



I n:j>ub.:x! 

Han, for the encouragement of commence and 
agriculture, note a, 86. His observation on the* 
martyrdoms during the reign of Mary of Eng- 
land, note p 170; Defcribes the climate of 
Italy as àntiently colder than at prèfent, zoo. 
His difcourfe on *• the popvUufmfs of ancient na- 
tion?* commended, 205, 206. Extracts from it, 
208, 209, 2io, 2ii 9 212, 213, 214, 2i6j 217^ 
232, note m. Commended, 334. DiiTente4 
from, 33.5, 341. His opinion of the cbnfe- 
quence of giving the convent-land* to the no* 
bility, 359. 

J » I. 

Jews enormOufly taxed, 47» The barbarity with which 
they were treated, 86. One of them fentenced 
to have a tooth drawn daily, note u % 86. 

IUyriom under regal authority, 175. 

India, Eaft, Company, what would have been their (i- 
tuation under fome particular circumftances, 137» 

Infanta of Spain, queftion arifing from the foppofitioxr 
of her having been married to a prince of Lor- 
raine, and ôf each having governed France, ac- 
cording to the laws of Philip the fécond, 134. 

Joan of Burgundy accufed of adultery, but received 
again T>y her hufband Philip, note /, 100. 

John, duke of Burgundy ftabbed, note *, 102. 

John, king of England, his barbarity to- a Jew, note n, 
86. 

Ireland* number of its inhabitants, 257. 

Irifh, thé Ilot* of the Englifh, 339. Reftraint on the 
importation of their provilions, ibid. Carry on 
a trade* with America, 5410. 

Italy, part of its coafls, when free, 17$. Alteration 
in its climate, 200. Population of it confider- 
ed, 227, 228; 

Juftice, the difpenfation of it an advantageous trade, 47 * 

Juvenal quoted, note r, 203. 

K. • * 
Knights and Burgeffés did not at firft compofe the fame, 
houfe, nottky 64. 
% C c 4 Labour* 



INDEX. 

L. 

Labpur, price of it in fome parts of Scotland, note a, 261. 

Labourers in England, their wages, note b, 261, 262. 

Lacerda* the conftable, aflaflinated by Charles the 

wicked, note n> 102. 

L<eti, notée, 17. 

Lafcaris preceded by Dante and Petrarch, 116. 

Latimer, bifliop of Worcefter, his prophetical obfèrva- 
tion at the flake, note o, 170. 

Leo the tenth, an enquiry into the principles which 
led him to the encouragement of arts and Sci- 
ences, 119* Becomes &e indirect ' caufe of the* 
difafters attending literature, 126. His mag- 
nificent encouragement of the fciences drains 
his treafury, ibid. Replenifhes it by the trade 
of indigencies, ibid. Only magnificent and 
voluptuous, 130. 

Leprofy, its fatal effects, 83. 

Letters, the revival of, at what period, 113. Service- 
able in the attack againft defpotifm, and fuper- 
ftition, 167. 

I^eud*, note c, 17. 

Lewis, Saint, iffues the ordinance called the royal qua- 
rantine, note c 9 56. His moral ver tues, 66. > Is 
led away by the general fuperftition, 81. His 
character finely drawn by Mr. Gaillard referred 
to, note q t ibid. 

Lewis the eleventh, his detefiable character, 102. 

Lewis the twelfth, the dHbrder of which he died, 
note p , 106. 

Lewis the thirteenth, his wars refembled the agitation 
of the waves after a dorm, 1 28. Engaged in 
repreffing revolts, \t$. 

Lewis the fourteenth avails himfelf of the fatiety which 
former troubles had occafioned, 128. His per- 
gonal accomplilhments admired to a degree of 
enthufiafm, 129. Remark of the lady who 
danced with him, ibid. The whole nation 
formed the fame opinion, ibid. Defcription of 
his court, 1 30. On what occafion he felt un- 

eafinefs, 



index: 

fafinefs, Hid. His kingdom the firft'peaceabIS 
afylom of letters, ibid. Fond of luxury and 
pleafure, but more fond of war, ibid. The fteps 
which he would have taken under fome parti* 
cular circumftarîces, 13c, 136. The French 
not abfolutely reconciled to his wars, 315* 

Liberty more general in the prefent times than during 
any' former period, '175. Extinguiihed in the 
Eaft at the death of Alexander, ibid. The an- 
cient and modern liberty compared, 177, &r. 

Limofin too feverely taxed, 253. 

Li vy quoted, noted, 191, note 4, 192. 

Lock, Mr. oppofed to Solon and Lycurgns, 179. 

Logomania, the natural confequences of it, 149. \ 

Lorrain, a prince of, queftion arifine from the fuppofi- 
tion of his having been married to an Infanta of 
Spain, and of each having governed France, ac* 
cording to the laws of Philip the fécond, 1 34. 

Louvois, Mr. de, fecretary at war, by what means he 
might have been idolized by a people whom he 
filled with terror, note d, 143. . . 

M. 

Molly, Abbe, his writings enquired into, 10, fcfr* 
Short account of him, note p, 12. His opinion 
concerning the government of the Franks, 14, 
fcfr. Referred to for an account of the privi- 
leges granted under the féodal government to 
the commons, note z, 47. 

Macedonia under regal authority, 175. 

Manfred, his death, and the fucceeding misfortunes of 
his family, note/, 98. 

Manufcripts, ancient, uncertain when they defcribe 
numbers, 216. 

March, the field of, note g , 21. 

Margaret of Burgundy, convifted of adultery, and 
ilrangled, note f, 100. 

Marmontel, Mr. de, ihort account of, note I, 165. An 
amiable inftance of his charity,, ibid. 

Marigny, Enguerrand de 9 falls a facrifice to the jealoufy 
of Charles àe Valois, note k, 100. 

Marot, 



INDEX* 

Hàrot, Clement, flidrt accôdnt of, nottc, ipf» \ 
Mary of England, the number of execution* daring 
her ihort reign, 87. 

Maflacre of Cabrieres and Mer indole, note », 104. 

Mathematics, improvement in that fcience, 156» 157. 

Mauritania, its fertility, note p, 200. 

May» the field of, noteg, 21. 

Medici* the family of, the. reftorers of arts and fciences* 
1 18. An enquiiy into the principles which led 
them to this encouragement, 118, &c . Threat- 
ened by a terrible confpiracy, 119. • • 

Mendicant*, their impudence, fuperftitîon, and ex- 
tortions. 

Mejfence, Mr. de y enquires into the population of France» 
note p, 241. 

Metaftafio, his character, note m, 163. Defcribed by 
Do&or Barney, Hid. 

Mexico, its féodal eftablifhment difcovered by Cortez, 
notep, 34. 

Mesterai, the reafons on which he grounds his ooinion 
after Brujfel, that France was governed during 
. more than 300 years, as one Grand Fief, note a f 
50. Some account of this author» ibid. 

Micbaudiere, Mr. de la, enquires into the population of 
France, note p, 24 1. 

Mitrofcope, its properties, 159. 

Millers, and Mealmen* their exorbitant gains, note if 
263. 

Mind, in what fituation compared to a bird in a room, 
noteg, 59 . 

Molière, the method by which his philofophet teaches an 
old fcholar the vowels, 288. 

Monarque, Grand, by whom, and to whom this name 
is applied, 140, 

Monks 
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Mbnks, their number in France, 356. More inïfer* 
viceable than foldkrs, ibid. 

Montagne, his work the moft philosophical of any ttt 
France, 127. Of no effect in his time, ibid* 
What may be faid of him, ibid» Commended, 
note j, 127. 

Monte/quieu, Prefident, threw new light on the fubjeft 
of the féodal government, but was refuted, 8* 
His character finely drawn by the earl of Chefter- 
•field, note by 12. Anecdotes relating to his laft 
moments, note b} 14, 15. Account of his ma- 
nufcripts, ibid. Efpeufes the caufe of the Pa- 
tricians, note f, 194. His opinion concerning 
the government of the Franks» 26. His ex* 
cellent obfervation concerning the tranquility of 
an oppreiTed Hate, note g, z-jj. 

Montfirty Simon de, his Shocking expedition againft the 
Albigenfes, note p , 80. 

Morelkt, Abbé, his valuable dictionary of commercé, 
note ky -289« y 

Mofes, his bold hyperbole, 159. 

Munfter, peace of, commended, 73. 

Munfter, the treaty of, its conferences, 128. 

Muratori, his work, 376. , 

Mufic, its powers and progréfs, 163. 

N. . 

Nabobs dcfcribed, note f, 34. 

National advantages may be too dearly bought, 173. 

National debt, remarks concerning the, 3 14, lie, lie. 

Nations, conquered, recover from a ftate of defolation, 
if not tranfported, 235. 

Nations, modern, their origin the fame, 5, 

Newton, Sir Ifaac, his difcovery, 161 • 

Nwernci* 
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Nivernais duke de, compofed the mufic to a ballad farce 
by Htnault 9 note k, 28. 

Numa divides the Roman citizens into companies» 
notez, 187. 

O- 

Omras defcribed, notep, 34. , 

Oppede, bis cruelties, note n, 104. 

Orleans, Lewis duke of, afTafUnated at Paris, ioi» 
note n, 102. 

P. 

Painting, the r/refent Hate of, 163. 

Palatines defcribed, notent, 32. 

Palaje, Mr. de la Curne de Ste, his remarks on chivalry, 
108, 109, no. 

Paris, the prefent archbifhop of, in what refpeft an ad- 
mirer of the good old time, note n, 165. 

Parma, Alexander of, queftion arifing from the fup- 
pofition of his having beaten Henry the fourth 
of France, 134. 

Pafquier, his opinion of the new (rates general of 
France, note m, 67. Short account of him» 
notent, 68. 

Pater cuius, Velleiusi quoted, note z, 89. 

Patricians too favorably reprefented by hiftorians, 194* 

Peace, the kings, 57. The public peace, Hid. 

Peace, its frequent returns what compared to, 141. 
Highly advantageous to the progrcfs of reafbn 

and philofophy, ibid. 

Peace of 1762, 294. 

Pelloutier, Mr. writes the hiftory of the Celtae— fliort 
account of him, note /, 30. 

Peloponnefus, when free, 175. 

Penn, 



INDEX. 

Penn, William, oppofed to Solon and tycurgus, 179. 

Pennant, Mr. his tour in Scotland referred to for the 
ftate of agriculture in a part of that kingdom» 
note y , 207. Quoted, note a, 261. 

Penfylvania compared with Sparta, 179. 

People, the really inftructed, an enquiry into their con- 
dition, 152, fcfr. 

Pergoîefe, his character, note m> .164. 

Pericles made his age the age of fine arts in Athens, 
note /, 120. 

Period, the, gives the finilhing ftroke to certain dis- 
orders, 149. 

Perrault, fliort account of him, note /, 65* 

Petrarch precedes Lafcaris and Hernonymus, 116. 

Phenicians, the, peopled Europe and Africa, 6. 

Philip Auguftus, of France, his heroic actions juftified 
the conduct which the people placed in him, 66. 

Philip the Fair, of France, his regulation for the fup- 
preffion of civil wars, 56. An inconfidcrate, 
ambitious, and covetous prince, 66. The rea- 
lms why his reign is become one of the mod in- 
terefting periods of the French hiftory, 67. 

Philip de Valois, an impolitic and tyrannical prince, 
note by 93. 

• Philip the fécond, of Spain, the numerous executions 
during his reign, 87. In whatrefpect like Philip 
of Macedon, 132. 

Philip the fifth, of Spain, note m 9 294. 

fhiloibphical f difputes, their fatal effects when united 
with bigotry, and an intolerant fpirit, 125. 

Philofophy arifes on the ruins of opinion, 168. Its 
bufinefs when united with reafon and found po- 

Phyfics, 
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Phyiics, the fcience oU defeated, 160. 

Poetry begins to improve in France and England* 127* 
Its properties, 162. Its. powers and progrefs, Hid» 

Political diijmtes are feldom dangerous» 275. 

Polybius quoted» 224. 

Pooh rate in England» its amazing amount, nott *, 259* 

Population, a proof of the happinefs of the people, 
180, &c. That of later times enquired into, 
233» We 

Portfmouth, dutchefs of, governs Charles the fécond of 
England, 136* 

Power, balance of, enquiry into it, 134; 

Prajlin, due de> his difmiffion, note q, 309» _ 

Prayers and procédons, •• the only remedies propofed 
during the good old tim* in order to alleviate ca- 
lamities, 95. 

Pnmontrc, the order of, one of the leaft burdenfome 
amongft the Monks, 358. 

PrieRs, Roman Catholic, their Iegiflatiôn unfavorable 
to propagation, 234. 

Princes, modern, more wifely magnificent than the 
Roman emperors, 162, 

Çriotuig, the art of, particularly ferviceafcle at the re* 
vival of literature, 150. 

Provinces, United, under, what circumflances they 
. w«uld have undergone a violent perjecution, 1 36» 

Provifions, their cheapnefs in the time of Polybius, 
notée, 190. 

Pruffia, king of, his reply to a defetfer, note r, 38. 
The difficulties attending his campaigns, 284* 

Pyremean treaty, its confcquences, 128* 

Quebec, 
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Qgebee* covered with ice during a great part of the 
./ear, 204. 

R, 

Rabelais, fhort account o£ note $, 107. Afcatcebook 
containing prints from the defigns of this author» 
is fuppofed to have furnifhed the famous C allot 
with models, ibid. 

Racine, the tranflator of Milton, notée, 190. 

Rajas defcribed, 'note /, 34. • . 

" Real Grievances," quoted, note x, 259» 

Reformers defcribed, 167. 

«Regifter, the Annual/' «fared to for the ehara£ter 
of Monte/quieu, by the earl of Chefterfield» 
note b, \\\ 

Religions orders* a decreàfe in their numbers* £44. 

Rhodoman, by whom turned into ridicule, note u, 123» 
The obligations which he hath conferred oa the 
: learned world, ibid, . 

Richelieu, cardinal de, his plan for eftabliihing the fu* 
periority of the houiè qf Bourbon, 128. 

Riches, the love of» after having affiicl*d, comfort and 
relieve human nature, 141» 

ftpta/pi, *offix % 17, 

Robertfon, Dq&or, referred to, and commenced as an 
' hiilortan, 2?* 

Rpmans, the» exercifed a fovcraga authority within 
the conquered provinces) 175. 

Rome the refidence of an intolerant fpirit» iju Her 
different fituations. 

'Routh, Father, an Irifli Jefuit, endeavours to rdb Mon» 
tefquitu of his papers, notch, 14, 15. Publifhe* 

a pre- 



INDEX. 

a pretended letter after the death of Montefquieu, 
*5- 



Saint- Maur 9 Mr.de, tranflates Milton, l£c. notée, 190* 

Sainte Paiaye, Mr. de la Curnt de, his obfervations on 
chivalry quoted, 108, He. 

Salic lands defcribed, notes, 38. 

Salmafius, by whom turned into ridicule, n$te u, 123. 
The obligations which he hath conferred on the 
learned world, ibid, * , y 

Saferna quoted,; note q> tot. 

Saxons, an accpunt of their government, 29, 13 c. 

Saxony préferibes limits to the power of Charles the 
fifth* 169. 

Scaligers, by whom turned into ridicule, note u, 123. 
-The obligations which they have conferred on 

the learned world, ibid. 

t 

SchoHafts unjufily treated with contempt, 123. The 
fervices which they have- conferred on litera- 
. K ture, ibid. 

Science, monopoly in it, what, 151. 

Scotch labourers earn lefs than Englifh labourers, 260, 
note a, 261. -, 

Scotland improved fince the laft rebellion, notty, 207. 

Unprejudiced account of it by Mr.. Pennant, 

ibid. Vindicated' from illiberal afperfions, note y , 

éo8. Number of its inhabitants, 257. Tour 

.. in it quoted, note a f 261. Its difadvahtages, 339. 

Sculpture, the pfefent ftatç of, 163. 

Silver and Gold, the real monarchs of Europe, 133. 

Slaves, aficient, their miferable fituation, 210, note a* 
211. A calculation of their numbers, 226. 

Sobiejfyt 
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Sobiefiy, John, his fine apojogjrjbr. fhc trouble». wtye> 
he brought on his country, note n 9 238. ; 

Society, how far advanced towards happinefs, 152, {«fr. 

&/ix, /)<?« Antonio de, his hiftory referred to, note f,. 35. 

Spain, the refidençe of defpotifm, 171» 

Spaniards, the ufes to which they applied the riches of 
, the neW world, 132. Become weak in propor- 
tion as they become rich, 133. Under what 
circumflances they would have grown ftill more 
defpotic and intolerant, 134, 135. 

Stationarii* notée* 17, 

Starojfy, what, note y , 44. 

Stevens, Robert and Henry, by whom turned into ri- 
dicule, noteu, 123. The obligations which they 
have conferred on the learned world, ibid. 

Strabo quoted, 204. 

Subfiftance, the ftandard of population, 254. 

Superilition, its tyrannical exertions over the under- 
ftanding at the revival of letters, 167. 

Swedes, under what circumflances it muft have been 
doubtful whether they would have carried their 
arms into Germany, 134. Their character, 168. 

Switzerland, why enjoying a free government, 176. 

Syllogifm, the, gives the firufhing ftroke to certain dis- 
orders, 149. 

T, 

Tacitus, doubtful whether he had a perfecTk knowledge 
of the government peculiar to the Germans, 

17, 18. 

Tamerlane introduces the féodal government into the 
Indies, note p* 34* 

Vol. U, Dd Tax, 
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Tax, ente! method of coUe&ing it, 301. 

Tax of France, of England, and of Holland, 302, lie. 

Telefcope, its properties, 159. 

TerminaJia, when introduced, 188/ 

Terajfon, Abbé, his ingénions remark, 57. Short ac- 
• tount of hinii note /, 57. 

Theogony, what, notée, 147, 

Thrace under regal authority, 175. 

Tbungins dcfcribed, note g, 22. 

Timariots, their féodal government defcribed by Mr, 
de Voltaire, note p, 34* 

Times, the prefent, advantages of, 141. The caufes 
of thefe advantages enquired into, 1 44. 

u Tour in Scotland," by Mr, Pennant, quoted, note a % 
261. 

Townfliend, the late Mr, Charles, notey* 2^8. 

Treuga Dei defcribed, note b, 55- 

Troll, his barbarity, 169. 

Trudaine MeJ/ieurs, fhort account of, note r % 244. The 
"firft who gave freedom to commerce, netef, 306. 

Truth, what compared to, note g, 59, . 

V. 

Varro quoted, note m 9 198. 

Vauban, Marjbal de, fhort account cf, note 0, 2.40. His 
enumeration of the inhabitants of France, note 
r, 242. 

Vaudois, their unhappy fate, note u, 104. 

Vegetation, the firft of manners and cuftoms; what pe- 
riod may be called fo, $$, 

Felly, Abbé de, fome account of, note e, $y. His opi- 
nion of the Crufaders, 98. 

Venetians, 



I N D E X* 

Venetians, the, carry on the war without borrowings 
note j> 317» 

Venice, remarks on its confutation* 73. 

VervaQum explained, note «, 198. , 

Fillaret* Mr. de, his account of the population of* 
France, note /, 247, &c. 

Virgil quoted, note /, 198» 

Vifigoths, their ridiculous laws, note x> 41* 

Ukraine, thp, a ftriking inftance of the prefent exift- 
. ence of a féodal government, note o, 33. 

Voltaire> Mr. de> his obferyations concerning the ffeodal 
government, note p> 34. A remark on his per- 
formances, *0/*/> 35 « Compared to Rembrandt > 
and Albano, 87- His judicious obfervation con- 
cerning Rome, and the pope, 116. His re- 
mark on Lewis the Fourteenth cancelled by a 
tranflator, note x, 206. Commended and quot- 
ed, 234, 235. 

W, 

Wallace,' Mr. a pafTage in his DiJertation on the number* 
of mankind cenfured, note q , 201. Quoted, ibid. 
Some account of the work, and the French 
tranflation of it, note x, 206. Extra&s from it» 
218, 219, 220, 221, 222, 223» 224. note h > 
228» 229* Account of his other publications, 
note i 9 230, 231. ' 

Welfch described, note o, 77. 

Weregylde defcribed, note n, 33, / Still prevails in Po* 
land, ibid» 

Weftphalia, peace of, 126. 

Weftphalia, treaty of, confirms the privileges of parti- 
cular powers, 169. 

William the Third could not abfolutely reconcile the 
Dutch to his wars, 315. 
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Wlttenagemot defcrîbed, note g, 22. 

Woman, a fuperltitîoqs, breaks the ice of the Tyber, 
203. 

Wood more plentiful in ancient, than in modern times» 
204, 

World, hiftory of, what the two great epochs in it, 6. 
X. 

Xenophon, his memorabilia referred to, note f, 147 
Efieems it eafy to be a good farmer, 215, 
Proportion to the Athenians, not$u> 331. 



•Zaimats defcribed, note /, 34. Preferve the féodal 
fyâem, ibid. 
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CORRECTIONS FOR THE SECOND VOLUME 
OF THE ORIGINAL, 

Page 14. 1. 13. inftead of "ou trouve/* read "on 

trouve." 
Page 15. I/20. inftead of " Piaftes," read " Palatins." 
Page 32. 1. 27. inftead of " 50215," read "60215." 
Page 57. 1. 27. inftead of " Hieronyme," read "Her- 

nonyme." 
Page 58. 1., 26. inftead of "ce devroit," read "ce 

devoit.-" 
Page 93. note 4. 1. 1. inftead of "Hoggarth," read 

" Hogarth." 
Page 122. 1. 19. inftead of " fix mille," read "foix* 

ante mille." 
Page 122. 1. 19. inftead of "dix mille," read "cent 

mille." 
Page 126. 1. 10. inftead of" foixante fix," read "foix- 

ante." 
Page 130. 1. 2 j. inftead of "s'eft par," read "s'cft 

pa«." 
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CORRECTIONS AND ADDITIONS 

FOR THE 

SECOND VOLUME OF THE TRANSLATION. 

Page 6. 1. 1 8* inftead of " iuundations," read "inun- 
dations." 
Page o. 1. 4- inftead of '* Dolondus," read "Mr. Dol- 

land." 
Page 10» note (b) 1. 25. inftead of "work," read 

" publication." 
Page 12. note (b) 1. 23. inftead of "le Grèce," read 

" la Grèce." 
Pagç 2.8. note (k) 1. 17. inftead of "France," read 

" France. ." 
Page 28. note (k) L 20. inftead of "intimitation," 

read " imitation." 
Page 36. note (q) 1.23. inftead of " novel," read 

" nouvel." 
Page 37. note (r) 1. 7» inftead of " and without re-* 

ferve adjufted to," read " adjufting it without re- 

ferve to." 
Page 41. note (x) 1. 2. inftead of "pyficians," read 

phyiicians." 
Page 47. 1. 1. inftead of " are negîe&ed,'* read "were 

. negledte,d." 
Page 49. note (a) 1. 14. inftead of " councillor," read 

" councellor." 
Page 50. note (a) 1. 32. inftead of "too," read "two/* 
Page 52. 1. 15. inftead of " were," read are." 
Page 55. note (b) 1. 2. inftead of " 1041^ it," read 

" 1041. It." 
Page 59. note (g) 1. 6. inftead of " bénéficient," read 

" beneficent." 
Page 89. 1. 2. inftead of " this contempt of fentiments," 

read " this miftake in our opinions." 
Page 98. note (e) 1. 10. inftead of "begun," read 

" began." 
Page 103. note (m) 1. 8. inftead of " great kingdoms,' 9 

read "powerful kingdoms." 
Page 104. note (n) 1. 4. inftead of "bolonged," read 

" belonged." 
Page 112. 1. 26. inftead of " principal," read " prin- 
ciple." 
Page 121. 1. 9. inftead of " gordion," read "gordian." 

Page 



CORRECTIONS FOR THE SECOND VOLtJME. 

Page 126. 1. 15; inftead of "luftre, he contrived," read 

•' luftre. He contrived." 
P*g c 131- !• 10. after "France," add a note of in» 

terrogation. 
Page 139. 1. 7. inftead of " nyfus," read «niûis." 
Page 139 1, 8. after "refiftance," add a comma. 
Page 143. Li. inftead of " bénéficient;" read " be- 
neficent." 
Page 166. the K at the bottom of the page mould 

ftand at line 16. 
Page 190. notef c) 1. 2, inftead of '« was," read "were." 
Page 192. note (e) 1.2. inftead of "dividerenter," 

read " dividerentur." 
Page 237. L 15. inftead of "law," read «Mr. Law." 
Page 250. note (t) laft line of the page, inftead of 

" may be," read " might have been." 
Page 255. 1. 7. inftead of " an œconomift," read "ceco- 

nomical." 
Page 280. 1. 10, inftead of " prefent of Europe," read 

" prefent ftate of Europe." 
Page 295. 1. 23. inftead of " if I confult," read " if I 

confider." 
P a ge 297. 1. 2Q. inftead of "awkwark," read "awk- 
ward." 
Page 302. 1. 23. inftead of "double the advantage," 

read " the double advantage." 
Page 320. 1. 1. inftead of "ther," read «'their." 
Page 326. 1. 6. inftead of «« eight- feven," read "eighty- 

feven." 
Page 352. 1. 10. after the word "penny," add a mark 

of interrogation. 



APPENDIX. 



ADDITIONAL NOTES, 



Section I. Chapter I. page 33. line 7. Tbefe 
pyramids* in vain intended to efca.ee the rage x>f time, 
are now mouldering into ruin. " When the monaxchs 
-of Egypt «reâed foch ftupendoos mafTcs, for no other 
nfe but to record their names, they little ifu^peâod 
that a weed growing by the Nile would one day be 
.converted into mc*e durable regjfters of fame,, tkasi 
quarries of marble, and granite." I am mdebtod for 
thi? remark to Mr. Horace Waipole, one of thdfe un- 
common writers in wbofe hands the pen of htftojy 
amufes the imagination! vàùtik ite.nligktens theianxlei- 
fandsng. 

Section I. Chapter II, page c.4. note (i). 
** Diodorus Siculus afOghs three raillions of inhabitants . 
to Egypt ; a fmall number ; but then he makes the 
number of their cities amount to eighteen thdofàhd : 
an evident contradiction.** See Hume's effay on *îfe 
populoufnefs of ancîfent nations, vol. 2. 8vo. p. 224. 

Section L Chapter II. page 57. notef/J. tilattejr 
Xnyfeif that the reader who^xath no opportunity of £qn>- 
filling the works of that celebrated political arithmo- 
tician, Sir William Petty, will not think me trefr 
palling upon, his time, w hi I it J prefenthim witji aquo*- 
|ation, thefingdarity, of which may atone for its IctupjjL 
" Here, I beg leave» among the teyeral matters whicn 
J intend for ferions, to interpofe a jocular, and perhaps 
whunikal digreffion, and which I indeejl deflre m^n f tp 
look upon rather as a dream, or refverie, than a rati- 
onal proportion, the which is, that if all the moveables, 
And people of Ireland, and of the highlands of Scor,lan4» 
were transported into the reft of Great Britain, that 
then the king, and his fubje&s would thereby become 
more rich, and ftrong, both offeniively, and defeniively ;> 
than now they are." 

a « It 
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" It is true that I have heard many wife men fzf 
when thejr were bewailing; the vail loffes of theEngfifh 
In preventing, and fupprefling rebellions in Ireland, 
and confidering how little profit hath returned either 
to the king, or fubjecïs of England^ for their £ve 
hundred years doing T or fufiering in that country, I 
fay, I have heard wife men, in fuch their mélancolies, 
wifh that the people of Ireland being faved, that iiland 
were funk under water. Now, it troubles me that the 
diitemper of my own mind in this point, carries me to 
dream that the benefit of thofe wifhes may be obtained 
practically* without finking that vaft mountainous 
liland under water, which I take to be fomewhat dif- 
ficult; for although Dutch engineers may drain its 
bogs, yet I know no artifts that could fink its moan- 
tains. ' If ingenious» and learned men, amongft whom 
I reckon fir Thomas More, and Des-Cartes, have dis- 
puted that we, who . think onrfelves waking, are, or 
may be really in a dream ; and fince the greateit ab- 
fardities of dreams are but a prcpofterous, and tumul- 
tuary contexture of realities, I will crave the umbrage 
of thefe great men laft named, to fay Something for 
this wild conception, with fubmifiiôn to the better judg- 
ment of all thofe that can prove themfelves awake." 

" If there were but one man living in England, 
then the benefit of the. whole territory could be but the 
livelihood of that one man : but if another man were 
added, the rent, or benefit of the fame would be double, 
if two, triple ; and fo forward until fb many men were 
planted in it, as the whole territory could afford food , 
unto : For if a man would know what any land is 
worth, the true, and natural queftion muft be, Jiow 
many men are there to-be fed? but to fpeak more 
practically, land of the fame quantity, and quality 
in England is generally worth four, or five times as 
much as in Ireland, and' but -J or j- of what it is worth 
in Holland ; becaufe England is four or -five times 
better peopled than Ireland; and but * fo well as Hol- 
land. And moreover, where the rent of land is ad-, 
vanced by reafon of a multitude of people, there the 
number of years purchafe, for which the inheritance 
may be fold, is alfo advanced, though perhaps not in 
the very fame proportion ; for 30s. per annum in Ire- 
land 
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land may be worth but 81. and in England, where titles 
are very furc, above 20I. in Holland, above 30I." 

I fuppôfe that in Ireland, find the Highlands in Scot- 
land, there may be about 1800000 people* or about ■*■ 
part of what is in ail the three kingdoms. Wherefore 
the firft quefKon will be whether England, Wales, and 
thé lowlands of Scotland cannot afford food, that is to 
fay, corn, fifli, flelh* and fowl to j- part niore people 
than are at prefent planted upon it, with the fame 
labour that the faid •§- part do now take where they aref 
for if fa, then what is propounded, is naturally pof- 
fiblcv 2. It is to be enquired what the value of the im> 
moveables which upon luch removal mull be left behind, 
are worth ? for if they be worth lefs than the advance- 
ment of the price of land in England will amount unto, 
then the propofal is to be confideredi 3. If the de- 
ferted lands, and the immoveables -left behind upon 
them may be fold for money* or if no other nation 
Ihall dare meddle with them* without payinjg well for 
them : and if the nation who lhall be, admitted (hall be 
lefs able to prejudice, and annoy the tranfplantees into 
England, than before; then I conceive that the whole 
propofal will be a pleafant, and a profitable dream 
indeed. 

"As to the firft point* whether England, and the 
lowlands of Scotland can maintain f part more people 
than they now do, that is to fay, nine millions of fouls 
in all ? for anfwef thereunto* I firft fay that the faid 
territories of England, and the lowlands of Scotland 
contain about 36 millions of acres, that is four acres 
for every head, man, woman* and child; 'but the 
United provinces do not allow above x acre and -g- ; and 
England itfelf refunding Wales* hath but 3 acres td 
every head, according to the prefent ftate of tillage; 
And hufbandry. Now* J if we confider that England 
having but three acres to every head as aforefaid, doth fo 
abound in victuals, as that it maketh laws againft the 
importation of cattle* flefh* and fifh, from abroad ; 
and that the draining of fens* improving of fofefts, in- 
clofing of commons, fowing of Saint-foin and clover* 

frafs be grumbled againft by landlords, as the way to- 
eprefs the price of victuals, then it plainly follows 
that lefs than three acres improved as it may be, will 
ferv'e the turn* and confequently that four will fuifice 
a 2 abun- 



( 4 ) 
abundantly, I could here fet down the very aumbef 
of teres that would bear bread, and drink corn, to* 
gether with flelh, butter, and cheefe, fufficient to 
victual 9 million* of perrons, as thay are victualled in 
fhips, and regular families : bur (hall only fey in ge- 
neral that twelve millions of acres, viz. ^ of thirty- fix 
million» will do it, fuppofiug that roots, fruits, fowl, 
and BÙL, and the ordinary profit of lead, tin, iron 
mines, and woods would piece up any defeat that may 
be feared." 

" As to the (êcond, I fay (hat the land» and houingin 
Ireland, and the Highlands of Scotland, at the prelent 
market rates are not worth 43 millions of money ; nor 
would the actual charge of making the tranfplantation 
propofed, amount to 4 millions more: fo then; the 
qneition will be, whether the benefit expected from 
this tranfplantation wiU exceed 17 millions." " To 
which { fay that the advantage will probably be near 
4 times the laA mentioned Aim, or about 69300000I. 
.For. if the rent of all England^ and Wales, and the 
Lowlands of Scotland be about 9 millions per annum, 
and if the fifth part of the people be fupcradded unto 
the prefent inhabitant of thofe countries, then the rent 
will amount unto 1 0,800, oool. and the number of 
years purchase w'4\ rife from 17 -$ to -*- mete* which k 21. 
So as the land which is now* worth but 9 millions per 
annum» at 17 i years purckafe, making. 157 miliions 
and i« will then be worth loSoooocl. at 21 years pur- 
chafe» x'tiu 226,800000!. that is 69*300000!. more 
than it was before." 

" And if any prince willing to enlarge bis territories, 
will give any thing more than 6 i millions, or half the 
pre&nt value for the &id relinquifbed lands, which are 
estimated to be worth 13 millions, the» the .whole profit 
will be above 75,800,6001 .'or above four times the lofs, 
as the ûttee was above computed. But if airy man 
Jhall object that k, will be dangerous un*o England, 
that Ireland fhould be in the hands of any other nation. 
I anfwer in (hort, that that nation, whoever fhaD pur- 
chafe it, being divided by means of the hid purohaiê» 
Jhajl not be moue able to annoy England, than now in 
its united oondkion : nor is Ireland nearer England» 
than France» or Flanders» 

««Now 
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' " Now if any man (hall defire a more dear explana- 
tion, bow» and by, what means the rents of lands ihall 
rife by this clofer cohabitation of people above des- 
cribed ? I anfwer, that the advantage will arife in 
transplanting about 1800000 people from the poor, 
and miferable trade of husbandry, to more beneficial 
handicrafts; for when the. fuperaddition is made 9 a 
very little, addition of husbandry to the fame lands will 
produce f more of food, and consequently the addi- 
tional hands, earning but 40s. per annum, (as they 
may yery well do, nay to 81. per annum) at some other 
trade, the fuperlacration will be above 3,600000!. per 
annum, which at 20 years purchafe, is 70 millions* 
Moreover, as the inhabitants of cities, and towns, 
fpend more commodities, and make greater confump- 
tions than thofe who live in wild, thin-peopled coun- 
tries ; fo when England fhall be thicker peopled in the 
fame manner above defcribed, the very fame people 
Jhall then fpend more, than when they lived more fcr- 
didly, and more in urbanely, and' farther afunder, and 
more out of fight, obfervation, and emulation of each 
other; every man defiring to put on better apparel 
when he appears in company, than when he has no oc~ 
canon to be feen." 

«* I further add that the charge of the government, 
civil, military, and ecclefiailical would be more cheap, 
fafe, and effectual in this condition, of clofer cohabita- 
tion, than otherwise, as not only reafun, but the ex- 
ample of the United provinces doth demonftrate." 

With what juftice Sir William drew thefe obfenra*- 
tions from the completion of affairs, towards thecbfe 
of the laft century, and whether they can in any manner 
be applicable to the prefent times, the intelligent po- 
litician mull determine. 

Section 1 I. Chapter V* Page 1.51. NotefW The 
commentaries on Poiybius are ample teilimonies of the 
military experience of the chevalier de Folard, an able 
and intrepid officer* He had the honour of inftru&iog 
Marfhal de Saxe, and frequently foretold the kïftro 
which fo particularly dittinguifhed the riper years of 
that hero. Suoh a pupil is the beft panegyric cm the 
matter. The materials of his work are mojrp excellent* 
than the form, into which they are thrown, is pleafmg, 
. * 3 TW 
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The (tile is negligent» the reflexions arc too detached* 
and the digrcflions often long and neediefs. Yet his 
talents were as eminent as his vert ties. ,It is a melan- 
choly circumftance, that integrity and knowledge, 
which mould be the moil invincible fecurities again ft 
the abfurdities of fu perdition, are not conitantly ef- 
ficient to guard us from it. folard enlifted amongft 
the partifans for the miracles of the Abbé de Paris, and 
therefore, the cardinal de Fleury, who perfecuted, when 
he mould have pitied, prevented his advancement, 
The other works of- this writer are «< Nouvelles de- 
couvertes fur la guerre." " Traité de la defenfe des 
places." «♦ Traité du metier de Partifan." He died 
at Avignon in 175 !• 

Section T. Conclusion of the fifth chapter, note (f)* 
Paulus JEmilius add re (Ted the Romans in words to this 
effect. " The conviction that fuch an honour was 
necefTary to my views, induced me to follicit the ele- 
vation to my fir ft confulfhip: that I am again chofen 
to fill this important ftatjon, muft have proceeded from 
your being fenfibje fcow niuch you; wanted the fervices 
of fuch. a general. For ttiis reafon, I cannot imagine 
that £ owe you any thanks : if it be your opinion that, 
the operations of the war- may be more advantageoufly 
conducted by another, than by me, I will chearfully 
refign my poft. If, on the contrary, you confide in my 
abilities, remember that I will not fuffer you to inter- 
fere with me, in the execution of my office, It is not 
your province to prefcribe the meafures which I am- to 
purfue, but in fubmiffive filence to furnifh me with all 
the means which may be wanting to the accomplifhment 
of my defigns. By an endeavour to govern me, whom 
you have exalted to the chief command, you mutt un- 
avoidably render this expedition as ridiculous as the 
former expedition," 

Section I. Chapter VL Page 178. Line 17. Po- 
lieudles, a character in a tragedy of that name, written 
t>y Corneille. 

Section I, Chapter VI. page 194. note (r). This 
period of the Roman hiftory is caft within fo mar- 
vellous a mold, that every lefs exaggerated fable, 
when put in competition with fuch abfurd romances, 
aflumes .the face of fober trgth, When Florus obferves 
• - • that 



( 7 ) 
that " turn ilia Romana prodigia, atque miracula Ho- 
rati u 8, Mucius, Clelia, qua; nifi in annalibua forent, 
hodie fabulac viderentur," he feems, however, credu- 
Jous himfelf, to authorife our doubts. The extraor- 
dinary anecdote of Huratius is indeed fupported by the 
teftimonies of Livy, Dionyfius Halicarnaifius, and 
Plutarch, who mention his having plunged into the 
Tyber, and rejoined his fellow foldiers ; but it is re* 
markable that Polybius, a writer of no inconfiderable 
weight, hacK aflerted that Horatius periihed in the 
river. " O & KoxXjk p>|/aç tavro* it; to» vroTctftof if to*ç 
oTFXçiç Kara nçoaipto-u, fxtTrjWa^ to> jW." lib. 6. To 
the remark which the ingenious author of this work 
Ijath made, concerning the fxlence of Dionyfiu?, on 
the fubjett of Mutius Scœvola, having reduced his hana\ 
to afhes, may be added the circumftance of his being 
condantly (Hied by that hiftorian, Cordus, and not 
Scsevola. The account of Clelia is equally involved in 
obfeurity, and varioufly related by Livy, Dionyfius,' 
and Plutarch. The latter obferves that it is not certain 
that this valiant female pa/Ted the river on horfeback. 
Why, therefore, was (he honoured with an equeftrian 
flatue ? but Dionyfius only calls it a liatue of Bronze, 
and Plutarch doubts whether it was erected to Clelia* 
or to Valeria, the daughter of the conful. Such is the 
conformity pucuKar to the hiftorians of the five firft 
centuries of Rome ! though truths were mingled in thefe. 
varieties of defcription, it would be difficult to feparate 
them from the falfjties with which they are fo fre- 
quently interwoven. 

I have never feen the diflertation by Mr, de Pouflly ; 
a book, with a fimilar title was publifhed abroad in 
1738; its author was fuppofed to be Mr. de Beaufort, 
who fome few years fince favoured the world with 
'.' la republique Romaine, ou plan general de l'ancien 
gouvernement de Rome." To his former work, " dif- 
fertation fur l'incertitude des cinq premiers iiecles de 
l'hiftoire Romaine, 1 ' I acknowledge myfelf entirely, 
indebted for the materials of this note. They deliver, 
the fen ti ment s of an ingenious, and learned writer, as 
accurately as they could be collected during the fhort 
opportunity, which an accidental perufal once afforded 
me. The champion, who, in fupport of jhe cert vint k s 
of the Roman lnftcry, entered the lifts.againftMr.de 

a 4 Pouilly, 
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PottBly, was Abbé Sailier, whofe pleafisg elegance 
of ftile. bath fomctimes di%uifcd the weakness cf his 
argument*. His m oft violent attack» are dîréâed 
againft the leaft defenûble conclu fions of his antagoitift, 
who is faid to have filled feverai pages which fbould 
tiare 1>een enriched by the exertions of his own abili- 
ties, with inferences 'drawn from the parallels rbifted 
into the works of Plutarch, and long fin ce acknow- 
ledged as the productions of an obfçûre author in the 
tenth century. 

Section I. Conclufiori of the 6th chapter, note fa). 
1. to. "hçmôferè faltat fobrius, nifi forte infanit: neque 
in foiitudine,* neque in convino honetto. Intempeftivi 
convivii, amasniloci, multarum deliciarum comes eft 
Cxtrema, faltaiio." Cic. orat. pro Muraena. 

Section L Chapter VIII. page 940. note(*) "Quid 
aliud exitio Lacstdeiftoiiiis, et Athenienfibus. fait, 
quamquàm amis pollerent, nia quod viclos pro alie- 
nigenis arcebant ?" 

Section t. Chapter VIII. page 250. note (u)* 
€t Magna vero quondam llerilitate, ac dimcili remedio, 
cum venalirias et laniftarura familias, peregrinefque 
dmnes, exceptis medicis, et prarceptoribus, partemque 
fervitiordm urbe expuliflet : ut tandem annona coava- 
luit, impetum fe cepifle fcribit, frumentationes pub- 
licas in perpetuum abolendi, quod earum fiducia cul- 
tura agrorum cefTaret : neque tamen perfeverafle quia 
certum habere t, pofle per ambitionem quandoque ref- 
titui. Atque ita poll hanc rem temperavit, ut non rai- 
norem aratorum, ac negotiantium, quam populi rati. 
onem deduceret." Suet. vit. Augufti. c. 42. 

Section II. Chapter II. page 294. 1. 10. "Flora* 
cum magnas opes ex arte meretricia quaefiviflet, populum 
fcripiit hseredem, certamque pecuniam reliquit, cujus 
ex annuo foenore fuus natal is dies celebrareretur, edi- 
tione ladorum quos appellant Floralia. Quod quia fe- 
natui flagitiofum videbatur, ab ipfo nomine argumen- 
tum fumi placuit, ut pudenda: rei qusedam digmtas ad- 
deretur, deam flnxerunt effe, qua» floribus praefit, 
eamque oportere placari, ut fruges cum arboribus, aut 
vttibus bene, profperèqae flore fcerenu" Laclam. 
inft. 1. 1. c. 20. 

It 
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. It is fcareely neceffary to obferve, that the above re- 
lation is imagined to be the invention of the writer. 
Laâantius is the mere liable to be fufpe&ed, 33 he pro* 
duces do authority to fupport his afiertien» Flora ws» 
tile Chloris of the Greeks. <l Chloris erara. qu* Flor* 
yocof." Ovid. She was afterwards received as a divi» 
city by the Sabines? and then acknowledged by the 
Romans. The indecencies which prevailed at the ce- 
lebration of her rites, might, however, naturally ha?* 
fuggefted to the pious father an idea that this goddeTs* 
like her After-deities» was no better than a Arumpeu 
If the reader chafes to examine the paifcges which 
weaken the evidence of Laôantius, he may refer ta 
Varro; Ennius. Ovid, fail* 195, &c, and Grasv. pr&fat. 
ad. i. torn, thefaur. A. R. 

SbctiOn H. Chapter III. page 304- natofx). 4 *Tb* 
difciples were called Chriftians firft in AntioCh." Aélt* 
c. 11. v. «6. Until that period, they were ailed by 
the Jews» Nazarenes ; or Galileans ; and fey eack 
other, difciples, believers, brethren, faints. I bava 
no opportunity of consulting Bingham's antiquities of 
the church," to which my learned author refers th* 
reader* but foppofe that by the appellation*, «fatxr» f 
ywrtM», are meant the different feels, which, liko 
the Th'erapeutae, and a multitude of others, difiafH* 
iied with the fimplicity of the Chriftian religion, at- 
tempted to eftablifti' a mode of worihip, drawn iron 
the abfurd licentioufnefs of their own imaginations* 
The Eclectics, whilfl they refufed their attachment to 
any particular fchool, pretended to felect from all, 
fuch tenets only as they deemed rational. The Gnof- 
tics, bewildered in a ridiculous maze of errors, and a&> 
felling to have received extraordinary illuminations, 
approached nearer, in their fyftems of faith, to ideots» 
than the reft of their contemporary heretics. They 
maintained the exigence of eight different heavens* 
each governed by its refpe&ive prince. Sabaoth, their 
prince of the feventh heaven, cieated the heavens* and 
the earth, the fix heavens below him, and an innume- 
rable hoft of angels. Barbelo, fometimes the father» 
and fometimes the mother of the univerfe, was placed 
in the eighth heaven. God, and the creator of the 
world were two diftinft beings. Chrift was not born of 
the virgin Mary, and when fent to redeem man, did 

not 
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not aflame real flcfh, nor fufFef biit in appearance. Re« 
iiirre&ion, and a future judgment were difbelieved. by 
the Gnoflics, who imagined that their followers would 
return into the world, and enter into the bodies of 
hogs, and other animals. The gratification of their 
appetites was aflerted to be at once legal, and com- 
mendable ; to this article cf their creed, they were afc* 
tached with an undeviating bigotry. Their apocry- 
phal books, of which they had many, were not calcu- 
lated to prevent them from being diflblute. If Epi- 
phanius may be credited, their •' prophecy of Batfuba,'* 
41 Gofpelof perfe&ion," and, *« Mary's queftions, and 
lying in," were filled with the mo$ contemptible ob- 
icenities. The The rape utae were melancholy, mif- 
guided enthufiafts ; their tenets were lefs fanciful, and 
more harmlefs than the tenets of the Gnoftics. They 
were lovers of folitude, filence, and contemplation ; 
yet could mingle amongtt their own difciples* fing. fuch 
trymns as they had compofed, and fometiraes dance to- 
gether during the whole night. It is .not certain that 
they were a branch of the Eflenes ; nor, probably, were 
they, as hath been fuppofed, either Chriftians, or 
Egyptians. Stiiing themfelves,. the. true difciples o£ 
Moies, and vain of fuch a title, it is natural to ima- 
gine that they were Jew&. 

Section II. Chapter III. Page 309. Note f/"> 
Claude Fleury, prior of Argenté uil, was chofen, by 
the duke of Orleans, confeflbr to Lewis the fifteenth. 
Abbé Dorfanne obferves that when he was advanced to. 
this office, an age of feventy-five years was the fole ob- 
jection which could be found again ft him. . He felt that 
it was infuperable, and refigned his employment in 
1722. In fome months afterwards, and when he was 
eighty-three, an apoplexy put a period to his life. His 
capital work is the ecclefiaftical hiftory, unlefs we ex-i 
cept the preliminary difcourfes affixed to it, which ex- 
ceed in elegance,* purity, precifian,, and force, the ge^ 
nerality of his other writings, where negligence, a tamo 
monotony of ftile, and fom.e pedantry frequently occur. 
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Section II. Chapter III, page 309. 1. 17. Oi«ro Isfcuwt 
etc to» Iriovr mrtvovrsc » xaTaXeAoiTraWJ tov wurçiov vopot, j9iy<n 
^apxaT' «uto* sTravvfjLOi ttiç xar& Tîjy txlb^y flrîo>%«aç t» vofMt 
ytytyrifAtioi. E0i&/jr ti yap flrtapcoç «râpa I#oVkiç xaAemti, xai 
EJ&fcMuoi xpifjuxTiCeffu 0» «wo It? jbuv» to» Iijcs» «ç X^tro» «"a- 
fcchÇctfAtvoi. Kat q Iïrrpoç ô*fe pi)£p weXAs Çuivsrcti ret x*Ta 
Toy Mwcri»? vojEAov I&o*&»xa c$i) rtrnfwvca, &C. Kai ocvrtç 
IïayAo^* tok la Jfeuo»ç fe^cttoç «71 «to, ira Ib&jusç xsf^enj. 
Judaei qui in Jefum credîderunt non defcivcrunt a pa- 
. triis legibus ; vivunt enim juxta eas, paupertati iiias 
legis cognomines. Nam Ebion pauper Judaica lingua 
vocatur, et Ebionaei dicuntur a ceteris Judseis qui Je- 
fum pro Chrifto receperunt. Quin et Petrus videtur 
longo tempore juxta Mofis legem obfervafle rita9 Ju- 
daicos, &c. Et ipfe Paulus. Judaeis Judaeus faétus eft, 
ut Judaeos lucraretur. V. Origen contra Celfum. 1. 2, 
Edit. Cantab, 1658.' 

Section II. Chapter III. page 3 1 1. end of note (%)<* 
''An enquiry into the prefentftateof the feptuagint ver- 
sion of the Old Teftament," written by Do&or Owen, 
will furnifh the reader with a very comprehenfivc view of 
the defigned, and accidental corruptions which have 
crept into the fcriptures. Much learned information 
may alfo be gathered from the work of Mr. Lami. 
This author hath been attacked for the harmlefs angu- 
larity of his affertions, with all the violence of con- 
troverfy ; the diviner parts of religion, her inimitable 
precepts could neither acquire a confirmation, nor 
fuflfer a diminution of their excellent propriety, be- 
caufe Lami maintained that John the Baptift was twice 
a prifoner ; the firft time, in purfuance of an order 
from the Priefts, and Pharifees; the fécond time, at 
the command of Herod ; that our Saviour did not eat of 
the Pafchal lamb, at the laft fupper ; that the true 
Pafchal lamb was crucified, whillt the Jews facrificed* 
the typical lamb 5 and that the two Marys, and Mary 
Magdalene were one, and the fame perfon. It is not 
from that vivacity of genius, which feduced him into 
fanciful fuppofitions, that we are to expe& a juft pic- 
ture of Lami. The honed tenor of his life, and the 
particularity of his death, are proofs of fuch a ftriking 
attachment to Chriftianity, as rendered him incapable 
pf farviving the defertion of it, in another. A young, 

man, 



man, whom His writings bad extricated from a Hate of 
hereiy, became his pupil, and for fome time, made 
quick advances in piety» and feieneç. He had con- 
ceived the moft extravagant hopes of his new convert, 
when he difcovered that he was again an infidel,, and 
had plunged deeper into error than ever. The {hock 
was fatal to Lami. He was {sized with a fettled melan- 
choly $ his health became immediately impaired ; and 
a vomiting of blood foon put a period to his days.. 

SectionII Chap. III. page3?^.note^.l.6. Ovx on. 
•Atarf ut in ra îlXceruvoç làaypan* re Xpr« , «*A ot* »x if* 
voXv m ùfAMûu. Non çquidem quod aliéna lint a Chrilto 
Flatoni* do&rinae, fed quod fibi ipfis non omnino con- 
fient. JuIUn. Ap. i. p. 51. folio. Parifiis* i6|6. 

Section II. Chap. III. page 525. notef^. 1. 2g. Er». 

W» Srw iKar*, &v*r%» tm<flvtfA.:.vxiayHi} ft*ptyty*&eci rç\* f 
rtrapraM h awry, vtpnrro* V otvra rtÔiwt &i> • JW yturov t» 
Mtu aXrfitç i r»F ; »f tv fM» 9 o9ou&, aavrtpov & Aoyoç, to h TpiTo?» 
«IWAoy, to rtt&ptôv h vmrypv : v.ou xut* reevta h uTroipu «* 
•T* (pum fit* ffovvToç iv r% içri(Au) nçr,*icu luamoç ttpof m Inas^ 
èouûioyàv fa IlAafûm ovoyucri, hvnooq h ptre* to» luairn» &i« 
. MJtvp&ùç tilt CCVTU trçtftfç, tÇafeoÇu To, Xoyoç d'aflrçmTo* 
««atoyov ox ru Traça, ïlXaruvk "Kuyu. Tlhetrui* /x£> a* to rptroj 
Çijcth ftc^Xor, fyt«ç & tô ôvo/xa ttf «à**;*** tv &?Jiv toÏtojtiç, 
Tfldworipoir QYiffafjuv tv vn fyvyrt ymptobv y.vt» rot Aoyo* rw Tp*«- 
ftartf* rvvot rurot tivat u atafu Xçifov, alto Xpfa Xoyv, $l 
h xoti avaXcyor tn ru rwa^ra ovt» sfcvrr>p%> % stroiçxciû npat 
reXeioiç <?Q$ta Xpiroç* 

Section IL Chapter III. page 326. noHffJ. 1. 47.. 
The only compoûtioh by Origên, which î have an ©p* 
port unity of confulting, is his defence again ft Ceifus. In 
this, I do, not find the reafons to which my learned aa^ 
thor alludes, when he defcribes that writer, as denying 
his adoration to the angels, whom he fuppo&s to be 
endued with a portion of the divinity. Many paflages 
in the fifth book expre&ly forbid the worshipping of 
angels, and enforce the prohibition by quotations from 
the fcriptures* Perhaps I have examined the defence 
with too little attention. Perhaps, this aïïertion of 
Origen is to be met with in another work. I would 
not be underftaod to level the moft diftant infinuation 
againft the French writer, who feems too candid ta 
ttufreprefent, and too accurate to be millaken. 

Sectiox 
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Section II. Chapter IV. page 340. note {*) 1. t% 

quidem» &c. 

Section II. Chapter IV* page 342» 1. 1 i^'Praiiebe 
to God," the favourite expreffion of thbfe religious 
perfecutors» who judged the maffacre of his heretical 
creatures to be the mod acceptable Sacrifice to the 
Creator, was the (IgnaU at which their predeceflbrs . 
the Circoncelliones rufhad on to flaugjiter. They were 
a favage, illiterate, bloody multitude, inflexibly at~ 
tached to the Donatifts, and* of courfe, the murderers 
of the followers of Caacilian. Their leader aflumed 
the title of " Chief of the faiats," They difclaimed 
agriculture, and aiFe&ed continence: in the firâ ia- 
ifiince, the fincerity of their piofêffions, cherimed by 
an obfiinate diijjofition to idlenefs, flood continually 
unimpeached ; m the fécond inftance, they were lew 
fcrupulous. Their female companions» whom they 
Signified with the appellation of facred virgins, were 
inflamed with wine, and generally pregnant. As the 
Circoncelliones ililed themfelves the adminiftrators of 
juftice, and the guardians of the opprefled, they re- 
leafed debtors, and animated thofe creditors who re- 1 
fufed to annul their bonds : they dragged the mailers 
from their chariots, and made them ruu before their 
Haves, who were fèàted in their places. God having 
forbidden Peter to ufc the fword, they were for fome 
time too devout to «eddlt with it ; and, uritii they 
tiad recourfe to arms of every kind, they fought with 
tticks, which they emphatically called " the clubs of 
-ifraeL" When they attacked a roiferable apofete 
*rom Donation, with tkefc, they exhibited foch fpeci- 
tnens of dejgerky, as would have done honour to an 
executioner of the inquintion : wjthoot kilting the 
offerer on the fy<a*> tftey broke all his bones, and 
left hkn to languifh during feveral days, before he ex- 
pired. When they were foftenéd into a fit of mercy;, 
«hey delfcroyed the fortunate <©bjet& of it, at once. 
Whe» they were driven into the more favourite excèdes 
of barbarity, they formed lime* and vinegar into a pafte, 
with which theyfiaeared the eyes ofthofe, whom they 
Wore had crushed, and wounded. Satiated with the 
blood of others, they turned at length upon th*mfetves> 
and with the molt frantic refolution, fought all the 
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dreadful varieties Of death; multitudes • committing 
their bodies to the flames, plunging into -the Tea, and 
calling themfelves headlong from the tops of precipices. 

Section ÏI. Chapter IV. page 347. 1. 13. iThé ele- 
gant author of this work, muft permit me to obferve, that 
his remark at the 193 page, in the ori^ihal^ is pro- 
bably a miftake ; in this part of his maïlerîy character 
of Conflantine, his words are j " il oublie de fe faire 
baptifer, et meurt hérétique." Conflantine was bap- 
tifed at "Nicomediaj by Eufebius ; this ceremony ap- 
pears to have been one 'of thé laft incidents of his life*. 
Whether this delay arofe from too feeble a convi&ioh 
of the divinity of the Chriilian religion, or from à 
fècret diflikp* to the profeffion of the gôfpel, is difficult 
to' determffle* Some allowances will, however, be 
made hr ms favour* when it is recollected that he him^ 
felf declared that it was his intention to have beei 
baptised in, the river Jordan, whither' the fick and in- 
firm were wont to refort, and bathe, during the Epi- 
phany. It was, befidesi a cuftom amongft many who 
lived in the fourth century, to defer the office of bap* 
tifm to thejr laft hour, from a fuppofition, that as this 
rite conferred a remiffion of fins, fo they who received 
it immediately before their departure, afcended in a 
fpotiefs itate to heaven. ' 

Section IL Chapter IV* page 3691 note (m). Or* 
yaf 0-1/ AAi|<*^?î va f et tut npurfivrtpcuy $%r t tuç) ,Tt. h «tots «vtw 
iKCtroç vntp Turoç rofra rat it ru fapw yiyçapiJLtwvy pstïMf $' vnep 
pa Tain ntoç fywi?tyq ftepuç r*-i»Ga>«. av re ApttE rbB 
o«7T«p n ftiTi rtip «.pxpv f y^v(*m^vmi n uQvpv&tfla awirn nabots* 
Sunn f^ocrriKOf r,v t «orpoearlarç imônxoç oôev mç ev vyw 
oi^oyoïaç tyspÉWîjç ;.. • • t» it wro 0*/»; en *f»ra» vniprvv 
Top^Twr t£ aflQfi TTpQoviKo* w, art epvTV(jtivor «tftxf»w$a»« 
Cum enim tu, . Alexander, a prejbiteris. tuis requireres 
quid quifque eorum de quodam legis loco fentiret, fen 
potius de quadam parte inanis quselUonis eos interro- 
gans ; cumque tu, Ari, id quod vel nunquam cogitare, 
vel fane cogitatum filentio premere debueras, impru- 
denter protulifles, excitata inter vos difcordia, &c. 
quidnam vero illud eft ? nee interrogare de hujusmodi 
rebus principk) decebat, nee iu ter roga turn refpon- 
dere, &c. 

Section 
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Section TI. Chapter IV, Page 37p. 1. 1$. 
XtxtXihç Mwai, fjutyàXw Çarif vpwvfM* 

T( T8TH ÇHMpvTSfx» ; «rpo^»Ô>)<ri yap 
Htoifo Kt//xat8 (jux,fTtV(AOiToç «ç riXoç 0^ ij 
Kvfjutictv amr7o/A£i>o; ^VjAa&j Ti)f Z»j3uAXar, xa* 01/x i?pKi<r$?j tht«»{ 

Ot/rcç cep ttwvuv upoç r»X«Ç vçnnUi ifMp . 

Hxm wapQi wç at/6»$, aytfç ip aTo* Pcwihna. 
riç ot/F apa * t» rt-apfcvoç )i i^r*W)xtfcra ; ap ot/;g >J *rA»ïpi?ç ri x*t 
*7xvoç ^mo/ea»* «? 6c» n>fivfUiToç. xa/ «rponôucri* wotïjnjî, 

Am <n$Vjpeujc pcpvw ywpnv frarérot, 

n^Dcrxvyi» » 

uroiirra Metpa». 

Sicelides Mufae paulo majora canamus. 
Quid hoc apertius ? addit enim 

* Ultima Cum*i venit jam. carminisaetas. 
Cumaeam fcilicet Sybyllam Intelligens. Nee his coti- 
tcntus ulterius progreflus eft, quafi neceffitas ipfa 
teftimonium ejus requireret. Quid igitur dicit ? 

Magnus ab integro facclorum nafcitûr ordo, 
Jam redit et virgo : redeunt Satumïa régna* 
Quxnam ergo eft illavirgo qua; redit ? nonne illa quse 
plena, et gravida fuit Spiritu fan&o ï Sic enim addit 
poeta. 

Tu modo nafcenti puero quo ferrea prim u m 
Definet, ac toto furget gens aurea mundo - 
Cafta faye Lucina ! " . 
Do&è igitur hax a* te didla funt, O Maro ! poetarum 
fapientiffime ! 

Conft. orat» ad'fanft. coet. c. 19 & 20/ 
The reader will eafily perceive in many parts of thç 
Greek translation j how much the fenfe of the lines 
from Virgil hath been tortured, to fapport the favourite N 
liypothefis of Conftantine. The expreffion " Saturnia 
regna" is not the only expreffion which is quite loft hi 
this unwarrantable paraphrafe. 

Section II. Chap. V. page 404. note (r). I. 9. The 
*' dîflertationa for les oracles des Païens," written by 
Anthony Vandale, concealed under a languid, and dif- 

gufting 
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fcuftiiig (lite, a fund of taming ana penettaflort» 
When fuch rough, bat valuable material* were poli&ed 
by the ikilful touch of FbntenelJe, it was no wonder 
that they joined the liveliness of amu&ment, wkfc the 
.fojidity of inftru&ion ; and the precifion of method, 
with the ftrength of argument. The philbfophers, and 
the men of taile were equally warm in their commen- 
dations of this work. Fontenclle was, notwithstanding, 
attacked by Bal tu 3 the Jetait, to whom he made no re- 
ply. His filence did not proceed from a conviclion 
rèrat iùs antagonist had defeated him, but from his ex- 
treme dftftke to literary «Lifputes. He would rather have 
chofen (to ufe his own e-xpreffion) that the devil mould 
have palled for a prophet, than have entered mto a dif- 
cuffion which might not have terminated in his f erfonal 
fafety. It mtuft Jae truly an enlightened age, in which 
no fecret enemy would confpire againft an a^ithpr, wl*p 
ihould he daring enough to explode the ©rades for hu- 
man impofture. Fontenelle felt tha^t he had heen cpiv- 
cerned in.afèrvicç.pf fofne danger; and it wa* imagined 
that "le Tellier," the «onfeffor of Lewis the four- 
teenth, had inveighed fi> ftrongly againft the jnppofed 
impieties of the diifertation, that the Marquis cr Ar- 
genfon, in endeavouring to prevent the ftorms of re- 
FigÎQus perfecution from buxfting over the head of his 
friend, was obliged to exert his interejt with the far 
«eueign, to its utmoft length. 

Corrections neceflary in the French editiwi. 

Introduction* p. c. 1, 15.. inftead pf "fiat fcs fembla- 

bles," read tuit fes femblables. 
Initrodnjaioru f. 6. hj, inftead pf " il doit«n etic èç 

même," read il eh eft de même. 
Chap. 2,. p» i&. .note i. 1. y infteaji of "fept" read 

trois. 
Page 2z. note i. 1. \. inftead of ""heayedy offspring" 

read offspring of heaven ! 
Page 2 j. 1. ip. inftead of " propuîace" read populace^ 
Page 26. note 3. 1. 1. inftead of " m'empêcha" Feûd 

n 'empêcha. 
' P a g e 34« note I0 » !• .* '• inftead of "cauflaia habere" 

read caufatn beldi habere. 
Page 34. note 10. 1. 1 2. inftead of w in imperio" read 

in maximo imperîo* 

Page 



Page 37. 1. 14. inftead of " Tout etoît* read car font 

etoit. 
Page 44. 1. io\ inftead of " et tandis que" read tandis 

que. ' 

Page 49% 1. 1) inftead of " fur un million" read pour 

un million > 
Page ç8. K io. inftead of "le mot" read ce mot. 
Page 65. 1. €» inftead of " qui eft" read il eft. 
Page 71. 1. 12. inftead of "fous" liead qui fous. 
Page 75. note 8. I 8. inftead of " bello Gallos" read 

gloria belli Gallos» 
Page 76. note 9. 1. 3. inftead of" foimus" read ftimusi 
Page 79* 1. 25. inftead of " torpeur" read langueur» 
Page 104. note iu 1. 10. inftead of w cauflâ" read 

caufa. 
Page 106» 1. 3 1. inftead of " de la liberté qui eft" read 

de la liberté; qui eft. 
Page 107. 1. 1. inftead of "attachée" read attaché. * 
Page 1 09. I» 4. inftead of "des Gracques" read dans 

rhiftoire dear Gracques. 
Page 116. 1. 16. inftead of " l'empire* Ottoman telles» 

read Pempire Ottoman» telles. 
Page 119. 1. 28. inftead of "autorité" read aufterité. 
Page 121. note 3. 1. 1. inftead of "omnipotentes" read 

impotentes. 
Page 132. note 5. 1. 25. and 26. inftead of "rectdert 

aggrediar" read recipere adgrediar. 
Page 153» 1» 17. inftead of "puisqu'il impoffible" read 

puifqu 'il eft impoftble. < ' 

Page 159. 1. 28. inftead of "decide" read obftinè. 
Page 162. note 10. inftead of "Inftit. liv» ! 4." readlni 

ftit liv. 1. 
Page 173. L ia. inftead of "docet" read docebit. 
Page 173. note 15. 1. 9. and 10. inftead of "repofitum" 

read repofitus. inftead of '< ftatutum" read ftatutus. 
Page 1 8a. note 21. inftead of "inftit. liv. 4." read 

Inftit* liv. 1. c. 6. L 4. .C. 6. 9. 1. 6. c» 25. 
Page 183. note 25. 1. 14. inftead of "Miltiade" read 

Melchiade. 
Page 189. note 2. I. 3. inftead of "XXXVIII" read 

XXV1IL 
Page 193. note 6. 1. 2. inftead of " LXV1" readLXV*. 

b When 
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..Wheal bad concluded the tratfflatior» of this Jidt 
volume, and committed it, with the additional notes, 
to the preisi the particular attention which I was ob- 
liged to pay to my own private affairs, detained me, 
during ieveral months* frQm the profecution of an an* 
dertaking, to which, I greatly fear, I may have proved 
unequal*. This half of my- taflt was fcareeljr ftniflied, 
when a fortunate accident gave rife to my acquaintance 
with the French author, Monfieur le Chevalier de 
ChateUur, Brigadier of. the armies of his Chriftia* 
rVlajefty, and late Colonel of the regiment c-£ Guienne. 
Ou hi* abilities as a writer his book i* a more elegant 
panegyric, than any which E could poffibly cemnoie. 
The <pulitieç,whkh he pbftWes as a fekiier* and the 
vertues which he hath dîfplayed in tjie more exalted 
character of a ckteen of thé w(u4d, àrç as £uHk as hi* 
writings, Furnifhed as I am* wkh iftforttfetfrm from 
thafe who long have' known him, it is witn pleasure» 
that. I couM expatiate ofeihefc accomplishments, if a 
defire of fhewrng my own gratitude, «* -return tOthofe 
frJendty.&^aFlçs of : ifttim^cy with which hi fincè hath 
honoured me, would let me difcbey his nftdnft orders 
thatj ftoujd be filent. . I mCtft now proceed' to the ear* 
ecution of his ot^er <c0mtnai)dsv afterdating obfervedt 
that in how favourable a point of view Soever he may 
have fef n»my, note, **latîve: te UpHiri, it &o*ld not havf 
appeared, had thar* be*n a poffibility of eranng k : but 
ffet .firffc .fpjume of .thé. iranflàtion was .printed off, be- 
fore I had tne happlnefs of being acquainted with the 
Che«a$e*< He bids «Kf, «in his name», hefpeak.fhc in* 
4tf$e»*e of the puWicy to the errors <of the French 
edition. Thefe will be confidered as unavoidable in- 
convetiijwicifes, whenthe wofksofan author* are printed 
«t»fach>a 4i^ance from his tefidence, tha* he cannot ex- 
aminç the proofs ; and Iasa nuchjniitafeen, if the can- 
did reader, will hot rather fbe furprifed*. that Ço few in* 
accuracies have, occgfcretlb than offended with ftich as 
.feç ; may j».tet.\vith.. Whiljl the Chevalier was engaged 
s in this work, he frequently fhifted his .abode, and was 
- fclfot objBged to attend his regiment^ during four months 
of the year : at thefe times, he could only have reexmrfe 
to/uçh bqok$, &$ were a* hand ; manjr of which were 
translations, and but a fmall number originals. This 
circumilance will apologize for the unavoidable neceffity 
i ' ■ which 
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Which he was under, when citing the Greek authors* 
of quoting at one moment from the text, and at another 
moment from the verfion. In the courfe of thjs tran- 
slation of the firft volume, I endeavoured, as méch as it 
was in my power, to infert copies from the originals.; 
but confined to an obfeure fpot, at an infurmountafrle 
diftance from the Capital j and far, very far from arijf 
intercourfe with a man of learning, I muft lament in 
folitude, that want of books, of which my more ec- 
centric friend fo feelingly complains. Wbilft but an in- 
confiderabk number of the claffics, and fcarcely one of 
ail the fathers, are found within my humble library, it 
is with difappoi ntment, and concern, that I perceive 
the ftudies of the neighbouring clergy, as naked- as my 
own. The Eufebius, from Which I jiavc quoted, is 
imperfect, and the original reading of the paffage in. 
the fourth chapter' of the fecond fe&ion, m this tran- 
slation, beginning with "itaque cunV omnes, &c T " i$ 
torn out. It were ridiculous to mention this deficiency ; 
but as an excufe to the Chevalier, for hot obeying hi j 
reqoeft, and to the reader ? for not fupplying him, as 
in fome other places, with the Greek text. The al- 
terations, and the materials of the notes whicl* follow, 
have been tranfmitted to me by the author. 

Section I Chapter. V. page 113. no^effj: Ssyeral 
editions of " principi di fçienaa nuova intornp. alia corns» 
jnune nature delle nazioni" have been printed aj;.Hlr 
nies. The author Giam-Baptifta Vico, a celebrated 
Italian lawyer, hath been dead fome years. Many par- 
ticulars of his life are in the firft volume of "£acpUa 
di opufculi fçientifici, e rilologici del Angelo Calogera«" 
Venezia, 1728. 

Sbctioh I. CHAPTBa.V.page lai. note(z). 1. ac\ The 
Chevalier with the moil commendable fincerity acknow- 
ledges a miftake in his explanation of the term '* major 
natu .quidam," which ûgni£ed, amongft the Romans* 
the age, and not the rank, or precedence ta which an 
individual was intitled by his birth. All the con- 
sequence, therefore, which he had drawn from the paf- 
fage in Livy, falls to the ground* A new ftieet was 
printed off, and inferted in the copies which remained 
at Paris, in order to rectify what was imagined to be fa 
. capital an error. The reader is defired to pafs over all 
...*.; b 2 the 
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the remainder of the note» from the words of the four* 
ieenth line, " n/a jamais cxifté a Rome," to the end. 
What follows i; intended to fupply the place of the can- 
celled lines. 

"II eft fur que quelque modification qu'ait reçu 
l'efclavage chez les anciens, jamais les efclaves n'ont 
été regardés comme peuple, comme partie intégrante de 
f état. On peut voir dans Âthenée des recherches affés. 
curieufes fur cet objet: il diftingue plufieurs fortes 
d'efclayage, comme lors qu'une nation fe foumet en- 
tièrement a une autre ; Porfqu'un peuple emigrant de- 
mande des terres à cultiver; ou lorsqu'un peuple vain- 
queur les abandonne aux vaincus, à certaines conditions 
onereufes ; ce qui fe rapproche afles de la fervitude 
féodale: mais il ne parte nulle part de cette demi- fer- 
vitude, de cet état mitoyen entre la liberté, et l'ef- 
clavage, qu'on fuppofe avoir exifté dans les deux pre- 
miers fiecles de la république." V. Deip. 1. 6. ch. 7. 

The miftake is adopted in the tranflation, where it 
might probably have remained, an in fiance of my 
inability to amend it, unlefs I had been favoured with 
the foregoing correction. The paffage after the words. 
«' never exifted at Rome" (1. 19. note(^) is to be omitted, 
and there lines muft be in fer ted in its place. , ' 

It is evident that whatfoever modiiication flavery 
might have received amongft the ancients, the Haves 
were not considered as a people, as a conftituent part of 
the (late. Some curious enquiries into this fubject, may 
be feen in Athenseus, who hath diftinguifhed flavery 
into feveral kinds ; as, when one nation fubmits entire- 
ly to another nation ? when a body of emigrants aft 
for an allotment of lands, that they may cultivate them; 
or when the territories acquired by conqueft, are aban- 
doned, under certain burthenfome ftipulations, to the 
conquered ; the which approaches nearly to the féodal 
fervitude. But Athenseus no where mentions that kind 
of half-flavery, that middle Hate between freedom and, 
fervitude, which is fuppofed to have exifted in the two 
firft centuries of the republic. 

V. Athensei deipnoibphiftarum, }. 6. c. 7. 

Section I. Chapter VI. page 178. 1. 16. Seide. See 
thç Mahomet of Yoltairç. 

Çectioh 
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- Section I. Chapter VI. page 123. note(J). The an* 
thor of "l'hiftoirt politique do gouvernement Romain* 9 
is a young ecclefiafÛc, named l'abbé, Bignon. 

SectionI. CHAPTERVI.pagei94.note(r).l.i2.Thc 
*'diflertation fur l'incertitude des quatres premiers /iecles 
de Rome," written by Mr. de Pouilly, is in the ° me- 
nr ires de l'académie des belles lettres/' To this elegant 
author, France is indebted for " Remarques fur la chro- 
nologic de Newton," and «' la. Théorie des fentimens. 
agréables." The third edition of this laft work, was 
printed in 1749. To have thrown a valuable prefent 
into the trcafury of learning, was in Mr. de Pouilly, 
only a fecondary merit. The city of Rheims feels a 
pleaiing conviction, that thé benefactor who fupplied 
her inhabitants with wholefome fountains, in the place 
of putrid wells, who founded public fchools, embelhmed 
walks, and concerted, during the laft moments of his 
life, a plan for railing magazines of corn, left ftronger 
claims upon the approbation of his fellow-citizens, 
than any which the mere abilities of the mod polilhed 
author could have fupported. The manufcripts of 
Monfieur de Pouilly, which fill twelve folio volumes, 
are in the pofleflion of his brother Mr. de Burigny, a 
gentleman whofe extenfive erudition, and afcduous la* 
hours, Hill continue to embellifh the French literature* 
Mr. de Pouilly, the fon, is lieutenant-general within 
the bailiwic of Rheims, and hath acquired no incon- 
fiderable reputation by his life of the chancellor de 
l'Hôpital, publifhed about the year 1765. 

SectionI. Chapter VIII. page 248. note (s)* 
Mr. Dutens, the ingenious author of « Recherches 
fur Porigine de découvertes attribuées aux modernes,* 
2 vol. 8vo f Paris, 1 766, is a gentleman of French ex- 
-tradtion, and a miniiter of the church of England. 
He attended earl Percy on his tour through Italy, and 
was fome time fecpetary to our embaflador, at Turin, 
, A zealous advocate for the fuperiority of the ancients, 
over the moderns, muft v perufe this work, with unli- 
mited approbation : but the reader, who hath embraced 
a contrary opinion, will probably imagine that the 
learned writer, notwith (landing the new and folid in* 
formation with which he hath enriched fome paflages 
pf h is production, is more the partial admirer, than the 

candid 



candid judge. How will the warm lover of the philo* 
fophy of a later period bear even the infinuatioii that 
Locke, Berkley» Leibnm, Galileo, Newton, Harvey» 
and Buffon ; poor in the mi dû of imaginary difcoveries, 
and without one iyftem which they could truly calf 
their own, are plunged in debt to Ariftotle, Protago- 
ras, Sextos Empiricus, Lucretius, Plato, Hippocrates, 
and Piautinus ? 

SecTiON II. Chap.th* I. page 266. note fd). The 
author of «« l'Introduction a 1'Hiftpire 4e Dannemarç,'* 
is Mr. Mallet, who wrote " hiftoire de Heflfe," an4 
whofe abilities are too well known to render any enco* 
miem neeeflfery. It would be a kind of literary injufc 
tike, to mention the former work, without obferving 
that the tranflator of it into our language» hath inferted 
lèverai valuable additions, together with the Latin ver- 
fion, by Goraafon, of the Edda, or fyftem of Runic 
Mythology. 

Section IF, Chapter IV. page 189. 1. n.ori- 

final. Inftead of " e'eft qu 'Origene," read e'eft que 
.aclance. 

. Section II. Chapter IV. p. 340. 1. 5. tranflation. 
Inftead of " Origen," read Laftantius. 

Section II. Chapter V. page 403. 1. 23. Abbé de 
Paris, after having furrendered all his eftate to his 
brother, devoted himfelf to' folitude, and remained a 
voluntary prifoner within his own houfe. Here, he 
employed his time in praver, the feverities of penitence, 
and the labour of- his nands. To the poor, he fre- 
quently prefented ftockings of his own weaving. Some- 
time after his deçeafe, his brother ereôed a monument 
over his grave, % at Saint ' Medard > and hither, the 
(launch admirers of the pious janfenift repaired in mul- 
titudes. It was pretended that miraculous cures were 
wrought at his tomb; and the ridiculous enthufiafts 
who furrounded it, were feized with a religious frenzy, 
during the continuance of which they danced, jumped, 
and threw their bodies into ftrange contortions. Hence 
they received the name of Coirvulfionncirej. The 
«ourt, at length, imagined it neeeflary to interfere» 
and in January 173a» gave orders that the monument 
fhould be inclo&d, fo as to prevent ail poffiMe eecefs to 

iu 
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it. The Convidfiormaires then removed the fcenC of 
their farce, and performed it in their own apartments. 
They Hill continue to appear at Paris, though not fo 
frequently as ufual. The lieutenants de police, con- 
tented with obferving their motions, without pro- 
ceeding againft them, have funk them into a contempt* 
from which the violence of pérfecution might probably 
have (heltered them. Tne fanatical production, to 
which the Chevalier alludes, is written by Mr. Mont- 
geron, a counfellor of the' parliament of Paris ; it' is 
entitled, " La vérité des miracles opérés par Pinter- 
ceffion de M. Paris," and was prefented by its author, 
to the king,, at Verfailles. Montgeron fell a martyr to 
Janfenifm : he was, at firft, committed to the Raftille, 
then, confined* within an abbey of the Benedidtins, in 
the diocefe of Avignon, and afterwards, removed to 
the citadel of Valence, where he died, in 1750. Pu- 
nishment nourished his enthufiafm, and quickened his 
perfuafions : in prifon, he added two more volumes to 
his work, and left a manufcript full of bitter inve&ive^ 
againil the incredulous. 



r« 



¥«| 



THE NEW YORK FUBL1C LIBRARY 

WWBNCBDBfAWMENT 



Tbi. bo-k Î. --«1er .. ireu«.M*-ce. 
t.kc from *. Buddie* 



to I*© 



EE 



